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PREFAG  E. 


THE  nature  of  this  work,  it  is  pre- 
fumed, will  be  a juft  apology  for  ad- 
ding to  the  number  of  Medical  books, 
being  to  lay  before  the  Englilh  reader, 
an  account  of  the  various  and  principal 
theories  of  Medicine,  collected  from  the  beft 
Latin,  French  and  English  Authors. 

The  very  important  dodtrines  lately 
published,  being  what  in  a great  meafure 
excited  to  the  undertaking,  further  fup- 
port  fuch  an  opinion  • for,  the  Englifti 
reader  to  be  deprived  of  fuch  knowledge 
would  certainly  be  a great  misfortune. 

• The  work  alluded  to,  is  that  of 

Doctor  Brown,  firft  publifhed  in  I. 
Vol.  Odbivo,  in  1780.  A fecond 
Edition  of  which  appeared  in  1784, 
in  IT.  Vols.  both  Editions  in  Latin; 
intituled  Eleaienta  Medicinae. — 
This  learned  Author  has  taken  a moft 
A 2 extenlive 
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extenfive  view  of  the  medical  art,  enrich- 
ed it  with, one  great,  and  feveral  fubordi- 
nate  propofitions,  which  have  intirely  o- 
verturned  the  dodtrine  of  the  Schools  ; re- 
duced all  difeafes  to  two  forms  only,  viz. 
one  originating  from  too  great  an  applica- 
tion of  the  exciting  powers,  the  other' 
ariling  from  a deficient  application  of  the 
fame,  which  he  has  done  with  a degree 
of  judgment,  and  force  of  reafoning,  that 
has  hitherto  proved  unanfwerable. 

Amongft  the  details  of  different  theories, 
that  of  fpafm  has  not  been  given. 

This  dodtrine  firfl  advanced  by  FIoff- 
* man,  and  lately  extended  to  the  explana- 
tion of  fo  many  of  the  phacnomacna  of 
difeafes,  is  fo  extenfively  applied  in  Doc- 
tor Cullen’s  First  Lines  of  the 
Pradtice  of  Phyfic,  to  which  the  reader  is 
referred,  as  to  render  an  abridgement  in- 
compatible with  this  work,  and  is  fo  fully 
confuted  in  the  account  of  the  new  fyftem 
in  the  fame,  as  to  obviate  the  neceffity  of 
fuch  a detail. 
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The  account  given  of  Doctor  Brown's 
proportions,  in  this  undertaking,  and  the 
doCtrines  naturally  ariling  therefrom,  are  fo 
full,  as  may  it  is  hoped,  enable  not  only 
the  medical  world  to  comprehend  with 
clearnefs  the  new  principles  of  Medicine, 
but  alfo  others,  who  wifh  to  know  the 
conditions  on  which  they  depend,  and 
point  out  the  proper  mode  of  treating  dif- 
eafes,  as  founded  on  the  fame/  The  great 
utility  of  which,  the  compiler  of  this 
work,  during  feveral  years  extenlive  prac- 
tice, particularly  in  difeafes  which  owe 
their  exigence  to  weaknefs,  has  mod;  evi- 
dently experienced ; and  accounting  for 
the  phcenomasna  of  life,  health,  and  dif- 
eafe,  on  principles,  which  like  a fuperior 
power,  overturn  every  falfe  fyftem,  and 
eftabliffi  Medicine  on  the  mod  folid 
balis. 


The  difficulty  found  in  giving  the  fcnfe 
of  Doctor  Brown’s  fyftem,  has  been 
confiderable,  arifing  from  the  nature  of  the 
doCtrine,  and  other  evident  caufes  con- 
nected 
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nedled  therewith.  Should  therefore  the 
language  appear  ftiff  or  not  run  fo  fmooth 
as  that  of  former  fyftems,  it  is  hoped, 
it  will  ba  apologized  for. 

How  far  the  compiler  may  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  undertaking,  muft  be  left  to 
the  candor  of  the  judicious,  one  thing  he 
can  faithfully  fay. 


The  ule  of  the  afterifms  found 
interfperfed  in  this  undertaking,  will  ap- 
pear in  a future  publication. 


Quce  potuit  fecit. 


London, 
June  7,  1 


FRANCIS  CARTER. 
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HE  Aril  medical  author  of  note  was 


Hippocrates  j he  was  born  about  400 
years  before  Chriftj  and  was  the  fi  r ft  fy  He- 
matic writer;  he  gained  a very  high  repu- 
tation chiefly  by  his  exadt  obfervations  of 
the  moft  minute  circumftances  of  difeafes, 
and  the  care  with  which  he  gives  the  de- 
tdl  of  what  preceded  them  ; the  fymptoms 
with  which  they  were  attended ; what  af- 
forded relief  j and  what  exafperatcd  the 
diforder.  His  aphorifms,  which  are  made 
up  of  phyflcal  and  practical  axioms,  were 
long  held  inconteftible.  He  excelled  in 
prognoflics,  diagnoftics,  and  a knowledge 
of  fymptoms.  The  dodtrine  of  Hippo- 
crates is  fo  much  interwoven  with  fome  of 
the  Syflems  hereafter  to  be  related,  as  to 
render  a further  account  of  it  unneceflary 
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here  ; and  the  defedts  and  errors  contained 
in  it,  are  fo  occafionally  treated  of  in  fome 
of  the  fame  as  they  may  have  appeared  to 
the  author  of  each,  as  to  render  an  account 
of  them  here  equally  fo,  and  more  parti- 
cularly, as  under  whatever  form  or  ap- 
pearance they  may  be  found,  or  whatever 
errors  they  have  been  brought  to  fupport, 
which  appear  to  be  many,  the  whole,  it  is 
prefumed,  will  be  found  perfectly  confut- 
ed when  we  come  to  explain  the  Brunoni- 
an  Doftrine,  and  to  relate  the  Syftem  of  a 
great  Medical  Author , whofe  works  will 
be  long  had  in  remembrance,  and  whofe 
difeoveries  are  the  happinefs  of  the  prefent 
age. 

Afclepiades,  of  Laodicea,  was  at  the  head 
of  a feel  who  called  in  queftion  the  Hip- 
pocratic dodfrine  ; negledled  experience, 
artd  fuppofed  the  force  of  reafon  alone 
fufficient  to  eftablilh  the  principles  of  me- 
dicine ; they  confider  nothing  but  the 
proximate  caufes  of  difeafes,  which  they 
reduce  to  three,  the  relaxation  of  the  fo- 
iids,  their  denfity,  and  a mixed  flate,  con- 
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fequently  they  admit  but  three  general  in- 
dications, from  which  they  never  fwerve 
in  practice ; to  relax  the  denfe  parts,  to 
brace  the  relaxed  parts,  and  in  the  mixed 
ftate,  to  combine  one  with  the  other.  This 
fimple  and  abridged  mode  of  praCtifing 
medicine,  caufed  thofe  phyficians  to  be 
known  by  the  name  of  Methodifts. 

They  thought  themfelves  therefore  not 
obliged  to  fludy  flaviihly  the  motions  of 
nature,  agreeable  to  Hippocrates.  This 
dodtrine  entirely  mechanic,  and  within  the 
reach  of  every  capacity,  had  already  eclipf- 
ed  that  of  Hippocrates,  when  Galen  re- 
venged the  inlult  they  had  offered.  He 
''unfounded  the  detractors  but  at  the 
fame  time  eflablifhed  a dogmatic  fyftem, 
founded  on  the  four  elements,  the  four 
temperaments,  and  the  four  fluids ; a fyf- 
tem  which  he  derived  from  Ariflotle’s 
philofophy,  and  which  he  wrapped  up  in 
the  darknefs  of  his  dialedt.  The  blood,  the 
bile,  the  pituitous  humour,  and  the  me- 
lancholy, were  regarded  as  the  fources  of 
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all  difordcrs.  The  blood,  as  being  hot  and 
moift,  he  referred  to  the  air,  the  bile,  as 
hot  and  dry,  had  its  reference  to  Ihrc,  the 
pituitous  humour,  as  cold  and  moift,  re- 
prefented  the  water,  and  the  melancholy, 
as  dry  and  cold,  repreftnted  the  earth  ; 
from  thence  they  diftinguilhed  four  kinds 
of  tumours,  which  they  referred  to  each 
of  thefe  fluids,  viz.  The  phlegmon  to  the 
blood,  the  eryflpelas  to  the  bile,  the  cede- 
ma  to  the  pituitous  humour,  and  the 
fcirrhus  to  the  melancholy.  Again,  they 
attributed  the  different  forts  of  fevers  to 
thefe  fame  fluids.  They  imagined  the 
blood  to  produce  the  Ample  fynochus,  and 
the  putrid  fynocha;  the  bile,  the  ter- 
tian fever  double  and  Ample,  the  pituitous 
humour,  the  quotidian,  continued  and  re- 
mittent fevers,  and  the  melancholy  the 
quartan,  quintan,  and  fextan  fevers,  &c. 
The  chief  view  they  had  in  practice,  was 
to  corredt  by  contraries,  the  temperatures 
caufed  by  the  prasdominant  fluids,  viz.  to 
corredt  heat  by  cold,  and  cold  by  heat, 
the  dry  by  the  moift,  and  the  moift  by  the 
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dry ; and  whenever  any  fubftance  in  the 
animal  ceconomy  produced  effects,  which 
had  no  reference  to  any  fenfible  qualities 
they  knew  of  in  the  fluids,  or  in  the  reme- 
dies, they  were  called  by  them  occult. 

This  fyftem  fupported  itfelf  along  tim^ 
by  means  of  the  philcfophy  of  Ariftotle, 
which  alone  was  adopted  in  all  the  fchools  ; 
people  endeavouring  frequently  (but  in 
vain)  to  bring  it  into  difrepute.  But  at 
length,  a more  enterprifing  and  fuccefsful 
genius  overturned  it  in  the  17th  century  ; 
when  Van-Helmont  found  out  the  exift- 
ence  of  a vital  principle,  on  which  depends 
the  fundtions  of  the  animal  ceconomy,  both 
in  the  found  and  morbid  ftate  : he  found 
out  the  references,  and  connexions  of  the> 
ftomach  and  praecordial  parts,  with  all  the 
other  parts  pf  the  body : he  diftinguiffied 
the  affinity,  which  external  bodies  have 
with  our  organs,  and  which  produce  fuch 
different  effedts  in  every  individual.  In 
fine,  he  found  out  the  influenceof  the  phy- 
fic  on  the  moral,  and  of  the  moral  on  the 
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pbyfic,*  yet  he  concealed  thefe  truths  un- 
der a mafic,  the  mod;  extravagant  a difor- 
dered  imagination  could  ever  invent.  He 
fuppofed  in  man  a Being  endowed  with 
underftanding,  which  he  called  Arche , to 
which  he  attributed  the  privilege  of  being 
the  caufe  of  life,  death,  diforders,  health, 
motion,  and  fenfation.  He  placed  this 
Arche  in  the  pylorus,  from  which  he  fup- 
pofed  that  its  orders  and  power  extended 
themfelves  over  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
body,  by  means  of  this  agent.  According 
to  him,  the  Arche  was  fufceptible  of  diffe- 
rent paflions,  as  fear,  terrour,  anger,  &c. 
according  as  it  was  affeded  by  external 
bodies  with  which  it  had  connexion  ; in  a 
word,  all  the  motions  of  the  body  were 
effcds  refleded  from  fenfation,  and  forne- 
times  the  effeds  of  the  caprice,  or  bad  hu- 
mour of  this  fpiritual  being.  The  prac- 
tice of  this  author  was  as  extraordinary  as 
his  theory  ; he  believed  nothing  of  the 
ccdion  of  febrile  matter  in  acute  difor- 
ders; he  paid  no  regard  to  cribs,  except 
when  caufed  by  fweating. 

“ Sweating, 
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**  Sweating,  fays  he,  is  the  road  nature  , 
“ takes  to  drive  off  all  forts  of  fevers  ; 

“ confequently  a phyfician  ought  to  pro- 
“ mote  it,  by  giving  nothing  but  fudori- 
“ fics ; we  ought  not  to  wait  for,  or  de- 
“ fire  a natural  crifis,  but  endeavour  to 
“ prevent  nature  in  this  point : for,  con- 
(t  tinues  he,  a man  is  not  worthy  to  merit 
“ the  name  of  a phyfician,  if  he  knows 
**  not  how  to  cure  a fever  in  four  days 
“ time.” 

Such  ideas  could  not  long  prevail  ; they 
were  foon  effaced  by  the  difcovery  of  the 
circulation  of  the  blood.  When  it  was 
k»nown  that  this  fluid,  pafiing  from  the 
heart,  was  carried  by  the  arteries  to  all 
parts  of  the  body,  and  that  from  thence  it 
returned  to  the  heart  through  the  veins. 

The  living  fyftem  was  conlidered  as  an 
hydraulic  machine;  the  good  fbate,  and 
confervation  of  which,  depended  on  the 
liberty  thefe  fluids  had  to  pafs  through  all 
the  tubes  which  compoled  it : The  princi- 
ple of  life  and  health  being  thus  eftablifhed, 

the 
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the  lofs  of  the  equilibrium,  between  the 
folids  and  fluids,  and  adifordered  circula- 
tion, werelooked  upon  as  the  chief  caufes 
of  difeafes  ; their  attention  was  fixed  on  the 
too  lax,  or  too  rigid  fibres  ; or  on  the  con- 
tracted or  too  relaxed  veflels ; or  the  fluids 
being  too  thick  or  too  thin  ; in  a word, 
they  confidered  no  longer  the  body  to  be 
any  thing  but  a real  ftatica  hydraulic  ma- 
rine, provided  with  all  mechanical  inftru- 
ments,  which  included  pullies,  levers, 
pumps*  fuckers,  bellows,  ftrainers,  &c. 

By  this  fyltem  fo  Ample,  they  thought 
themfelves  in  a condition  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  an  everlafting  theory,  and  inva- 
riable practice. 

“ The  mechanic  phyficians,’  fays  an 
«*  author  “ flatter  themfelves  that  they 
“ know  and  underltand  the  circulatiomand 
“ its  laws  ; they  know  that  diforders  de- 
**  pend  on  a plethora  of  the  parts  and  their 
“ practice  tends  to  diminifh  this  plethora 
“ by  evacuations;  they  are  always  certain* 
•*  that  evacuations  made  before  the  ple- 
“ thora  is  formed,  would  have  prevented 

" it 
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it.  Thefe  phyficians  have  alfo  other  re~ 
*«  fources  and  props  for  their  do&rine  ; 
««  they  aflbciate  themfclves  with  thofe 
*«  who  have  thoroughly  fludied  a1!  the 
‘‘  delufions  of  the  denfity  of  fluids  j with 
**  thofe  who  know  their  different  flex- 
“ ions  ; and  in  fine  they  affociate  them^ 
“ felve  with  the  Chymifts,  who,  by  their 
“ analyfes  and  decompofitions,  make  evi- 
“ dent  to  the  touch  and  fight  the  different 
“ falts  wanting*  or  too  abuhdant  in  the 
**  blood  ; as  well  as  the  means  of  deftroy- 
**  ing  or  recovering  the  fame  if  difficient, 
**  confequently  they  fee  (to  be  fure)  the 
“ blood  compofed  of  a certain  number  of 
**  globules,  to  decompound  itfelf  and  en- 
“ ter  into  the  lead;  veffels,  to  be  obftrud- 
ed,  and  by  being  prefled  together  to  be- 
" come  denfe.  When  acids'  are  redundant 
in  the  ftomach  or  in  the  blood,  they  are 
“ fure  to  blunt  or  deflroy  them  by  exhi- 
“ biting  a contrary  fait.  In  fine,  drink, 
li  fay  they  to  their  patients,  fuch  a quan- 
“ tity  of  water  to  wafh  your  blood  and  to 
“ retard  its  motion,  diminish  its  volume, 
“ and  relax  the  veffels ; take  this  potion 
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ft  to  clean  your  flomach  and  inteftines, 
**  which  are  fo  full  of  filth  j leave  off  that 
**  diet  which  produces  fuch  a thick  and 
vifcous  chyle,  &c.  Thefe  are  the  pre- 
cepts  you  mud  fubmit  yourfelves  to,  to 
“ avoid  plethora,  and  hinder  the  denfity 
“ of  the  fluids  : with  thefe  rules,  and  this 
“ way  of  living,  you  will  neceffarily  en- 
<s  j°y  a good  date  of  health.” 

Such  is  the  Syftem  which  rendered 
Boerhaave  fo  famous,  by  the  alluring  man- 
ner in  which  he  explained  his  principles  ;* 
but  fcarce  had  this  dottrine  been  univer- 
•'  fally 

* He  was,  fay*  an  eminent  author,  a man  of  gene- 
ral erudition  ; and,  in  applying  to  medicine,  he  had 
carefully  ftudied  the  auxiliary  branches  of  anatomy, 
chemiftry,  and  botany,  fo  that  he  excelled  in  each.  In 
forming  a Syftem  of  Phyfic,  he  feems  to  have  ftudied 
diligently  all  the  feveral  writings  of  both  ancient  and 
modern  Phyficians,  and  without  prejudice  in  favour  of 
any  former  Syftems,  he  endeavoured  to  be  a candid  and 
genuine  ecle&ic.  Poffeffed  of  an  excellent  fyftematic 
genius,  he  gave  a Syftem  fuperior  to  any  that  had  ever 
before  appeared.  As  in  the  great  extent,  and  feemingly 
perfect  conuftancy,  of  Syftem,  he  appeared  to  comprove 
and  refine  upon  every  thing  that  had  been  offered  be- 


1 1 


OF  MEDICINE. 

Tally  received,  before  the  weaknefs  per- 
ceived in  the  relations  of  the  principal 
phenomena  of  the  animal  ceconomy  with 
B 2 hydraulic 

fore  j and  as  in  his  lectures  he  explained  his  do&rines 
with  great  clearnefs  and  elegance;  he  foon  acquired  a 
very  high  reputation,  and  his  Syftem  was  more  general- 
ly received  than  any  had  been  fince  the  time  of  Galen. 
Dr.Boerhave’s  treatife  of  the  difeafes  of  the  fimple  folid, 
has  the  appearance  of  being  very  clear  and  confiftent-, 
and  was  certainly  conlidered  by  him  as  a fundamental 
dodtrine  ; but,  in  my  apprehenfton,  it  is  neithr  correct 
nor  extenfively  applicable.  Not  to  mention  the  ufelefs, 
and  perhaps  erroneous,  notions  of  the  compofition  of 
earth  and  gluten  ; nor  his  miftake  refpeefing  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  compound  membranes  ; nor  his  inattention  to 
the  ftate  of  the  cellular  texture ; ail  of  thofe  circum- 
ftances  which  render  his  do&rine  imperfedt  > I fhall 
infift  only  upon  the  whole  being  very  little  applicable  to 
the  explaining  the  phaenomena  of  health  or  ficknefs. 

The  laxity  or  rigidity  of  the  fimple  folid  does, 
indeed,  take  place  at  the  different  periods  of  life,  and 
may  perhaps,  upon  other  occafions,  occur  as  the 
caufc  of  difeafe  : but  I prefume  that  the  ftate  of  the 
fimple  folid  is,  upon  few  occafions,  either  changeable 
or  actually  changed  ; and  that,  in  ninety-nine  cafes  of 
an  hundred,  the  phaenomena  attributed  to  fuch  a change, 
do  truly  depend  on  the  ftate  of  the  living  foie!  ; a cir- 

O ^ * 

cumftance  which  Dodtor  Boerhaave  has  hardly  taken 
notice  ol  in  any  part  of  his  works.  The  learned  Dodtor 
Gaubius,  and  many  others,  have  fufficiently  pointed 
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hydraulic,  and  mechanical  laws,  brought 
over  fome  phyficians  of  Montpellier,  to 
the  opinion  of  Van  Helmont  and  Stahl, 
who  admitted  a principle  of  life  and  ac- 
tion, 

out  the  defcCts  and  imperfections  of  Boerhaave  on  thi? 
fubject 

After. Doctor  Boerhaave  has  confidered  the  difeafes  of 
the  fo! id,  he  in  the  next  place  attempts  to  explain  the 
more  Ample  difeafes  of  the  fluids,  and  there  indeed  he 
delivers  a more  correct  doctrine  of  acid  and  alkali  than 
had  been  given  before : but,  after  all,  he  has  done  it 
very  imperfectly.  We  have  indeed  fince  his  time,  ac- 
quired more  knowledge  upon  the  fubject  of  digedion  ; 
and  fo  much  as  to  know,  that  a great  deal  more  is  yet 
neceflary  to  enable  us  t©  underftand  in  what  manner  the 
animal  fluids  are  formed  from  the  aliments  taken  in. 
And  although  Dr.  Boerhaave  has  fallen  into  no  confi- 
derable  error  with  refpeCt  to  morbid  acidity  in  the  do- 
mach,  he  could  not  poflibly  be  compleat  itpon  that  fub- 
jeCt ; and  his  notion  of  the  effects  of  acidity  in  the  mafs  of 
blood,  feems  to  have  been  intirely  ipidakcn  ; and  is, 
indeed,  not  confident  with  what  he  himlelf  has  deli- 
vered elfewhere.  His  doctrine  of  alkali  is  fomewhat 
better  founded,  but  is  probably  carried  too  far ; and  the 
itate  of  alkalefcency  and  putrefaction,  as  well  as  all 
the  other  changes  which  can  take  place  in  the  condi- 
tion of  animl  fluids,  are  particulars  yet  involved  in  gre^t 
obfepri^y,  and  are  therefore  dill  fubjects  of  difpute. 
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tion,  independent  of  thofe  laws  ; but  in 
fhunning  the  extravagance  of  thefe  philo- 
lophers,  they  referred  this  principle  to 
the  fenfibility,  viz.  they  regarded  the 
nerves  as  the  principles  of  all  motion,  and 
of  a fort  of  fenfation  necefiary  for  all  the 
acftions  of  life.  They  looked  upon  the 
fenfibility  as  derived  from  certain  fources 
of  the  body,  and  that  thefe  parts  were  in 
a continual  counterbalance  in  health,  and 
that  a derangement  of  fuch  was  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  difeafe. 

It  is  about  42  years  fince  M.  Bordeau 
begun  to  fpread  his  ideas  in  Paris,  which 

he 

There  is  another  particular,  in  which  Boerhaave’s 
cta&rine  concerning  fluids  appears  to  me  unfatisfa£tory  j 
that  is  in  his  doctrine  de  Giutinofo  Spontanbo.  The 
caufes  which  he  has  affigned  for  it  are  by  no  means  pro- 
bable, and  the  exigence  of  i t feldom  to  be  proved. 
Some  of  the  proofs  adduced  for  the  exigence  of  the 
phlegma  calidum,  are  manifeftly  founded  on  a miftake, 
with  refpeft  to  what  has  been  called  the  inflammatory 
cruft,  (See  Van  Swieten’s  Commentary,  page  96  ; 
and  the  many  examples  given  by  Boerhaave  of  a gluti- 
nofutn  appearfng  in  the  human  body  (Aph.  75)  are  all 
* of  them  nothing  more  than  inftances  of  colle&ions  pr 
concretions,  found  out  of  the  courfe  of  the  circulation, 
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he  had  drained  from  Montpellier;  he  has 
unfolded  them  fince,  in  the  different  works 
he  has  publifhed.  He  regards  the  cellu- 
lar t i flue  as  one  of  the  principal  fources  of 
a&ion  in  the  human  frame.  The  innu- 
merable veffels,  the  nerves,  and  the  mem- 
braneous couches,  which  are  loft  in  the 
(Cellular  fubftance,  render  it  eminently 
mov  "^ble  and  fenfible,  proper  for  the  ex- 
traordinary dilitations  and  contractions 
with  which  it  is  continually  agitated. — 
This  motion,  joined  to  the  tenacity  of  the 
cellular  tiffue,  oppofes  an  agreeable,  equal, 
and  gradual  refiftance  to  the  force  of  the 
veffels  and  nerves,  which  are  as  it  were 
limited  by  or  loft  in  it ; and  it  feems  that 
the  cellular  organ  is  fufficiently  moveable 
and  capable  of  refiftance,  and  fufficiently 
elaftic  for  to  return  the  degrees  of  force, 
which  it  receives  with  more  or  lefs  en- 
creafe  or  diminution,  according  to  cir- 
-cumftances.  This  elaflicity,  and  thefe  mo- 
tions of  the  cellular  organ,  joined  to  thofe 
of  the  fkin,  and  of  all  the  fibrous  and  vaf- 
cular  fyftem,  preferves  and  eftablifhes  (in 
part)  the  tonic  motion. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Bordeau,  adds  that  independant  of 
the  adtion  of  the  nerves  veflels  and  mucles 
the  diaphragm  keeps  up  a perpetual 
and  peculiar  motion  by  its  connexions  and 
adherences.  He  does  not  confine  the 
principle  of  motion  to  the  cellular  tiflue 
and  the  diaphragm  ; he  finds  it  again  in 
the  ftomach  and  Inteflines.  See  Mr. 

* L a* 

Roberts  on  Bordeau’s  Works  fdr  -flfcf'ei- 

A 

tenfion  of  this  dodtfine. 

While  this  Syftem  was  attempted  to  be* 
cleared  up  at  Paris,  M.  de  Haller  made 
experiments  in  Germany,  relative  to  fen- 
fibility  and  irritability.  Thefe  experi- 
ments, tried  on  living  animals,  convinced 
him  that  certain  parts  of  our  body,  which 
were  thought  to  pofiefs  an  exquifite  fenfi- 
bility,  were  abfolutely  infenfible ; that  ir- 
ritability was  independent  of  the  nerves, 
and  that  there  were  no  irritable  parts, 
except  thofe  which  had  in  their  compofi- 
tion  mufcular  fibres. 

The  experimental  road  Haller  had 
taken,  leemed  to  put  hfs  opinion  beyond, 
all  fufpicion  of  error.  “ But  this  road, 

“ (though 
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“ (though  the  fureft)  fays  M.  de  BufFon,  is 
4‘  not  io  nevertbelefs,  except  inafmuch  as  it 
“ is  well  directed,  if  it  be  ever  fo  little  in- 
“ direCt ; we  arrive  at  barren  countries 
“ where  we  fee  but  very  ob  feu  rely  fomefcat- 
“ tered  objeCts  ; yet  we  are  forced  to  gather 
**  them  together,  by  fuppofing  reciprocal 
“ relations,  and  common  properties $ and 
€s  as  pafs  and  repafs  with  pleafure  on 
“ the  crooked  paths  we  have  made,  the 
<c  road  feems  open,  and  tho’  it  is  termi- 
te  nated  by  nothing,  all  the  world  follows 
*(  it,  we  adopt  the  method,  and  admit  the 
“ confequences  as  principles.” — We  leave 
the  reader  to  judge  if  thefe  reflections  are 
in  any  degree  juflified  with  regard  to 
Haller. 

We  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  living 
animal  contains  a principle  of  life  and 
motion  : But  this  principle  is  not  a fpiri- 
tual  or  a metaphyfical  being ; it  is  the 
irritability  or  the  property  which  the 
animal  fibre  has  of  contracting  itfelf  when 
it  is  irritated.  The  mechanifm  of  this 
contraction  is  covered  with  a veil,  which 

cannot 
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cannot  be  penetrated  by  the  lights  of  the 
human  unrterftanding.  The  faculties  of 
the  foul,  and  the  material  agents,  are  the 
caufes ; and  although,  in  a natural  Hate, 
each  of  tbefe  caufes  has  a diftindt  and  fe- 
parate  empire  over  the  irritable  parts,  they 
may  neverthelefs  have  an  indiftindt  influ- 
ence over  all  the  motions  of  the  machine 
in  a preternatural  ftate. 

It  is  probable  that  the  irritability  has 
its  principle  in  the  medullary  juice,  which 
is  fecreted  in  the  brain,  and  which  is  dis- 
tributed in  the  inward  tiflue  of  all  parts 
by  the  nerves ; we  may  prefume  that  the 
mechanifm  of  this  diftribution  depends 
on  the  motion  of  refpiration  and  the  ac- 
tion of  the  heart } whence  there  refults 
an  alternate  preflure,  exercifed  by  the 
blood  in  the  veins  and  arteries,  on  the 
brain.  This  being  fuppofed,  the  circu- 
lation of  the  blood,  the  adtion  of  the 
lungs,  and  the  motion  of  the  brain,  are 
therefore  the  three  principal  Sources  of 
life  ; fo  that  any  one  of  thefe  cannot  ceafe 
to  adt,  without  deftroying  the  animal. 

C Another 
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Another  phasnomenon,  which  we  know 

not  how  to  explain,  and  yet  it  is  not  the 

lefs  proved  by  obfervation,  is  the  difference 

of  connexions,  or  of  the  relations  which 

« 

the  different  paffions  of  the  foul  and  the 
divers  forts  of  material  ffimulants  have 
with  the  irritable  parts ; a fenfation  which 
excites  motions  and  contrary  fenfations  in 
different  perfons.  E.  G.  a fubflance 
fhall  affed  violently  the  ftomach  without 
producing  any  fenfible  affed  on  the 
pituitary  membrane,  or  on  the  conjunc- 
tiva ; another  which  irritates  the  kid- 
neys, or  the  bladder,  in  one  fubjed,  and 
which  affeds  the  lungs  or  the  ftomach 
in  another,  &c. 

All  that  can  be  faid  of  thefe  phenomena 
is,  that  the  nerves  have  different  modi- 
fications, not  only  in  all  the  irrtable  parts 
of  the  fame  individual,  but  again,  in  all 
individuals  in  general ; whence  we  con- 
ceive the  difference  of  temperaments,  and 
of  taffes } the  different  effeds  and  caufes  of 
diforders,  and  the  different  manner  in 
which  remedies  ad. 


The 


OF  MEDICINE, 


•9 


The  particular  laws  of  the  circulation 
of  the  fluids  in  the  capillary  veflels,  and 
in  the  cellular  tiflue,  are  another  funda- 
mental principle  of  the  Phyflc  of  the  hu- 
man body.  The  difcovery  of  the  circu- 
lation of  the  blood,  which  was  thought 
to  be  the  moft  important  object  of  the 
animal  ceconomy,  was,  notwithdanding, 
a fource  of  errors  in  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  the  art ; becaufe  they  confidered 
the  arteries  and  veins  as  forming  a conti- 
nued circle,  through  which  the  fluids 
mufl:  necefl*arily  pafs  without  any  obftruc- 
tion  or  retrogradation  ; becaufe  they  knew 
not  that  between  the  extremities  of  th$ 
arteries,  and  veins,  there  were  other  vef- 
fels,  and  a peculiar  organ,  through  which 
the  fluids  might  flow  and  reflow,  might 
carry  themfelves  into  all  the  parts  of  the 
body,  without  pafling  by  the  heart  j and 
becaufe  they  did  not  conceive  that  thefe 
fluids  might  follow  all  directions  poffible 
through  irritation  alone,  which  attracts 
or  repulfes  them,  according  to  their  dif- 
ferent modifications. 

c 3 


There 
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There  is  a relation  of  motion  and  fen- 
fation  eftablifhed  between  all  the  parts  of 
the  body  by  means  of  the  fympathetic 
nerves ; now  as  thefe  nerves  form  many 
plexus,  or  centres  of  re-union  on  the  prae- 
cordial  parts,  on  the  ftomach,  on  the 
inteftines,  on  the  womb,  &c\  it  is  not 

extraordinary  that  the  inward  affections, 

( • 

the  vivid  motions,  delightful  mirth,  hid- 
den fhocks,  pains,  ficknefs,  fainting,  all 
the  flrong  impreflions  of  agreeable  or  dis- 
agreeable fenfations,  correfpond  to  thefe 
parts,;  nor  that  their  extraordinary  mo- 
tions, excited  by  mechanical  caufes  which 
irritate  them,  are  communicated  to  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Such  are  therefore  the  references  which 
they  have  obferved  between  the  praecordial 
parts,  the  ftomach,  the  inteftines,  and  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  body ; they  have 
reciprocal  relations,  not  only  by  means  of 
the  nerves,  which  excite  motions  and 
fenfations,  which  correfpond  to  each  o- 
ther ; but  alfo,  by  the  interpofition  of  the 
cellular  tiflue  and  capillary  veflels,  in 

which 
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which  the  fluids  flow  and  reflow,  accord- 
ing as  they  are  determined  towards  a part, 
or  as  they  are  the  reverfe;  but  it  is  always 
an  affedticn  of  the  mind,  or  a material 
agent,  which  produces  thefe  different 
phenomena,  by  exciting  the  irritability 
and  fenflbility  of  the  parts  on  which  thefe 
caufes  operate.  Every  organ,  when  it 
exercifes  its  functions,  is  a centre,  to- 
wards which  the  fluids  are  determined  by 
•the  adtion  of  the  nerves;  in  chewing,  the 
blood  is  carried  with  a greater  abundance, 
by  means  of  the  capillary  veflels,  towards 
the  falival  glands,  to  furnifli  a greater 
.quantity  of  fpittle ; when  the  ftomach 
digefts,  its  irritability  being  excited,  en- 
creafes  the  heat  in  the  region  it  occupies, 
and  the  fluids,  which  flow  thither,  fur- 
nifh  the  different  juices  neceflary  for  di- 
geftion.  During  menff ruation,  the  ac- 
tion of  the  womb  attracts  the  blood, 
which  pafles  by  excretion  ; during  preg- 
nancy, the  fluids  are  equally  abundant, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  in  this  organ,  to  fur- 
nifh  fluids  for  the  growth  of  the  fcetus, 
and  its  dependencies ; but  in  all  thefe 

cafes 
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cafes,  I repeat  it,  it  is  always  a ftimulant 
principle  which  excites  the  irritability  of 
the  organ,  in  exercifmg  its  fundtions,  and 
not  the  balance  or  the  adtion  and  re-adtion 
of  the  cellular  tifiue  of  the  diaphragm, 
and  of  the  inteftines  of  the  lower  belly, 
as  many  fuppofe.  The  affedtions  of  the 
mind,  and  the  material  ftimulants  which 
excite  the  irritability  and  fenlibility  of 
our  organs  in  a found  ftate,  become  fome- 
times  the  caufes  of  diforders  (E.  G.) 
whenever  they  have  or  acquire  fuch  mo- 
difications as  excite  extraordinary  mo- 
tions and  fenfations,  which  derange  the 
fundtions,  and  produce  diforders. 

The  caufes,  which  they  call  Humoral, 
are  thofe  that  affedt  us  ofteneft ; they  have 
two  principal  fources;  befides  thofe  which 
may  come  from  without,  there  are  others 
that  arife  in  the  body,  fometimes  in 
the  paths  of  circulation,  where  they 
are  retained,  and  fometimes  out  of  thofe 
paths,  into  which  tjiey  enter  afterwards; 
but  let  their  origin  be  what  it  will, 
we  may  look  in  vain  to  find  out  their 
charadter.  The 
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Acute  diforders  depend  gen  erally  on 
thefe  caufes  : The  violent  irritation 

they  excite  in  the  organs  of  circulation 
haftens  the  courfe  of  the  fluids,  and  pro- 
duces fever;  and  if  the  morbid  caufe  be 
fettled  in  any  part,  that  part  becomes  a 
centre  of  aCtion,  towards  which  the  fluids 
are  determined  by  the  fame  irritation  $ 
hence  arife  infarction,  inflammation,  fup- 
puration,  gangrene.  See. 

In  thefe  diforders  the  Heterogeneous 
fluid  is  deftroyed  or  diflipated  by  the  pro- 
grefs  alone  of  the  extraordinary  motion  it 
excites,  ( i.  e.J  the  diforder  even  becomes 
the  caufe  or  the  inflrument  of  the  cure, 
without  any  help  of  the  art,  except  in 
its  moderating  this  motion,  if  it  is  too 
violent,  or  in  augmenting,  it  when  too 
weak  and  feeble.  Thus  fever,  after  a 
certain  number  of  fits  or  exacerbations, 
changes  the  character  cf  this  fluid  by  a 
fort  of  coCtion,  which  renders  it  fit  to 
be  evacuated  by  fuch  or  fuch  an  excretory 
organ  in  a limited  time ; and  if  it  be  fixed 
and  fettled  in  a part,  the  inflammation. 


even 
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even  which  it  excites,  deftroys  the  per- 
nicious quality  by  the  fuppuration  which 
it  excites.  Such  is  the  path  of  nature 
by  which  Hippocrates  governed  his  prac- 
tice in  acute  fevers.  In  all  ages  there 
were  fome  phyficians,  whom  a long  ex- 
perience induced  to  bring  back  the  vain 
dogmatick  fyflems  which  they  drained 
from  the  fchools,  to  which  alone  they 
applied,  as  being  the  fathers  of  medicine,' 
being  profefled  obfervers  of  the  operations 
of  nature. 

They  were  called  obfervators  or  ex- 
peftators  : this  is  the  manner  in  which 
M.  Bordeau,  paints  them  ; " The  phy- 
“ ficians,  who  followed  nature  as  their 
“ guide,  content  themfelves  with  the  exadt 
“ hiftory  of  each  diforder,  they  follow  and 
“ obferve  the  path  without  pretending  to 
“ difturb  it  when  it  runs  through  its 
“ periods  and  its  degrees  with  precihon ; 
“ they  content  themfelves  with  indeavour- 
“ ing  to  bring  it  back  to  its  natural  path,, 
“ when  it  feems  to  deviate  from  it.  Thus 
ct  they  dick  to  the  hiftory  of  life  and  its 

phenomena 
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tf  phenomena  to  the  hiftory  of  tem- 
“ peraments  and  revolutions  peculiar  to 
“ divers  ages,  and  to  the  two  fexes,  with- 
" out  running  back  to  the  elementary 
“ principles  of  bodies,  without  trying  to 
*£  penetrate  into  this  inward  flrudture, 
“ without  comparing  the  laws  which  the 
“ human  body  follows  in  its  functions, 
“ with  the  general  laws  of  motion*  and 
“ with  thofe  of  mechanics* 

“ This  Syflem  has  for  its  fundamental 
“ principle  a real  fadl  very  comfortable 
" to  the  patients  and  very  advantageous 
“ alfo  for  the  phylicians ; it  is  beyond 
“ doubt  that  of  ten  difeafes,  there  are  at 
“ lead:  two  thirds  which  are  cured  of 
“ themfelves  and  enter  by  their  natural 
tf  progrefs  into  the  clafs  of  limple  incom- 
“ modities,  which  are  ufed  and  are  fcat- 
" tered  up  and  down  by  the  motions  of 
“ life. 

“ Medicine  confidered  under  this  point 
“ of  view  may  be  compared  to  aftronomy ; 
“ whatever  be  the  caufes  that  make  the 

D ftars 
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“ ftars  move,  an  aftronomer  obferves, 
««  calculates  and  follows  exactly  the  courfe 
“ of  their  motions,  foretells  and  fixes  the 
“ time  of  eclipfes  j in  the  fame  manner 
“ an  obferving  phyfician  applies  himfelf 
“ to  nothing  but  to  forefee  and  follow 
“ the  different  phafes  of  dileafes ; he  con- 

“ fines  himfelf  in  fixing  the  happy  or  un- 

• 

“ happy  termination,  without  troubling 
“ himfelf  about  what  the  fubtile  phyfic 
“ of  the  human  body  teaches,  or  pretends 
to  teach,  on  the  difpofition  of  humours, 
“ on  that  of  the  fmall  veffels  ; the  different 
*(  modifications  of  chyle,  blood,  bile,  or 
“ Lymph,  6cc. 

“ Such  was  once,  one  of  the  moft  im- 
“ portant  parts  of  Hippocrates’  fyftem,  and 
“ of  the  ancient  obfervators,  whofe  foot- 
44  fleps  he  trod  in,  chiefly  confining  him- 
l<  felf  to  paint  the  phasnomena  of  health, 
difeafes  and  their  different  degrees  ; 
thefe  obfervators  made  fo  many  pic- 
“ tures  after  nature,  in  defcribing  the  diffe- 
t(  rent  ftates  of  health,  and  the  phenomena 
“ of  difeafes,  whence  immediately  arofe 

“ the 
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lt  the  famous  doCtrine,  or  lucky  and  un- 
“ lucky,  critic  and  noncritic  days,  as  alfo 
«*  the  tenets  of  coCtions  and  final  evacuati- 
“ ons  or  crifis. 

“ This  manner  of  defcribing  and  fol- 
“ lowing  diforders,  gave  rife  again  to  ir^ 
“ refifliblc  truths,  for  which  the  different 
“ ages  have  had  more  or  lefs  refpeCt,  and 
“ which  the  famous  detractors  of  this 
“ doCtrine  were  never  able  to  deftroy, 
“ who  have  often  renewed  their  attacks, 
“ fuch  as  Afclepiades,  F'aracelfus,  Van 
“ Helmont,  and  certain  moderns,  who 
“ were  cheifly  thofe  who  have  been  at- 
**  tached,  without  referve,  to  the  mecha- 
“ nical  fyftems. 

“ It  was  not  poffible  to  cultivate  this 
“ contemplative  Syflem,  but  by  letting 
“ the  diforders  run  on  of  themfelyes, 
“ without  attempting  to  diflurb  them  by 
fi  remedies ; thus  the  phyficians  of  this 
te  feCt  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart,  as 
“ not  to  derange  nature  in  its  operations ; 
*(  it  gives  and  directs  the  difeafes,  it  ex- 

D 3 “ cites 
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“ cites  divers  accidents  to  rid  itfelf  of 
*■  them,  being  the  principal  caufe  to  ef- 
“ fed:  the  codtion,  and  determine  the 
“ crifis  or  evacuations  : Thefe  are  the 
“ principal  axioms  of  the  Expecfators. 

“ Afclepiades  called  this  Phyfic  of  Ex- 
<f  pedation,  and  Meditation  on  Death, 
“ which  was  often  repeated,  and  is  now 
“ daily,  without  affronting  the  Expedant 
“ Phyficians  ; they  think  that  they  ought 
“ not  to  renounce  their  principle  for  a 
‘‘joke,  which  diflurbs  nobody  but  light 
“ and  frivolous  people,  they  may  retaliate 
“ upon  phyficians  who  do  not  think  as 
“ they  do,  and  who  feem  to  throw  doubts 
“ upon  their  irrefiflible  dodrine,  as,  ac- 
“ cording  to  the  laws  on  which  it  is  efla- 
“ blifhed,  they  may  fay  that  it  is  better 
“ to  meditate  on  the  death  of  patients  at- 
“ tacked  with  a defperate  diforder,  than 
“ to  make  a diforder  mortal,  which  would 
“ have  been  cured  of  itfelf,  if  people  had 
“ not  the  madnefs  to  derange  it,  by  incon- 
“ liderate  manoeuvres  and  by  the  hazard- 
“ ous  application  of  an  hundred  remedies 

“ applied 
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fC  applied  on  imaginary  indications,  and 
ff  adopted  on  vain  and  childifh  evidences. 
“ But  it  is  very  certain  that  this  method 
“ of  expectation  has  fomething  very  weak. 
“ and  fupercilious  in  it,  which  does  not 
“ well  agree  with  the  vivacity  of  patients 
f‘  and  affiftants ; befides  the  Expedtators 
t(  have  always  been  but  few  in  number, 
when  compared  to  the  reft  of  pbyhcians, 
<(  efpecially  among  people  naturally  lively, 
“ impatient  and  fearful ; they  love  to  be 
the  pbyftcians  of  people  who  think, 
“ who  have  gravity,  patience,  and  good 
<c  fenfe;  they  do  not  attempt  to  deceive 
ft  patients  by  the  Ihew  of  theory,  and 
“ importune  them  by  the  ufe  of  a thou- 
“ land  drugs,  more  bitter  often  than  the 
<£  fymptoms  of  the  dilorder ; they  are  alfo 
fenfibly  affedted  to  fee  that  the  little 
pains,  the  fuperfluous  aids,  the  quan- 
“ tity  of  medicine,  drinks,  and  many 
'■*  other  things  which  people  make  bad 
(<  ufe  of,  often  caufe  the  lofs  of  patients, 
which  Nature,  left  to  herfelf,  would 
(i  have  faved. 

“ In 
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“ In  fine,  another  diftinguifhing  cha- 
racter of  obferving  phyficians,  is  the 
mildnels  with  which  they  pay  attention, 
as  much  as  lies  in  their  power,  to  the  ap- 
petite, temperaments,  and  habits  of  pa- 
tients. This  doCtrine  feems  in  this  cafe 
very  attractive ; independent  of  the  fmall 
number  of  remedies  which  we  muft 
make  ufe  of  according  to  thofe  laws, 
they  elude  the  exceflive  rules  of  diet, 
which  has  made  fo  many  martyrs.  As 
foon  as  a patient  afks  for  fomething  to 
eat,  a phyfician  who  obferves  nature, 
does  not  refufe  them,  being  certain  that 
it  is  inftinCt  and  not  gluttony,  or  fome 
falfe  appetite  that  fpeaks  ; thus  Hippo- 
crates fometimes  thickened  barley  cream 
with  which  he  nourifhed  his  patients  ; 
Thus  certain  whole  nations  do  not  re- 
fufe patients,  in  the  ftrongeft  diforders, 
even  eggs,  pottage,  animal  food,  wine, 
&c.  whereas  the  dogmatic  phyficians 
are  a kind  of  tyrants  by  the  rigorous 
and  mifunderftood  diet,  which  they 
preferibe.” 


The 
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The  opinion  of  M.  le  Cat,  concerning 
the  fluid  he  calls  cauftic,  and  which  may- 
be alfo  called  the  ftimuiant  fluid,  humoral 
principle,  or  heterogeneous  fluid,  which 
he  fuppofes  is  the  material  agent  of  the 
irritability  of  our  organs  in  a found  Hate, 
and  which  becomes,  on  being  differently 
modified,  the  innate  caufe  of  Chronic  Dif- 
eafes,  which  affed  the  human  frame  from 
infancy  to  the  very  end  of  life ; that 
opinion  I fay,  threw  a deal  of  light  upon  the 
hiflory  of  diforders. 

This  fluid,  the  principles  of  which  are 
tranfmitted  from  the  father  and  mother 
to  the  child,  may  retain  its  noxious  qua- 
lities from  this  fame  fource  even,  and 
produce,  in  the  different  periods  of  life, 
the  fame  diforders,  to  which  the  parents 
were  fuhjed ; but  bcfides  this  original 
defed,  this  fame  principle  may  change 
it’s  qualities  by  the  foie  progrefs  of  mo- 
tion, or  by  foreign  caufes,  and  produce  a 
difeafe  peculiar  to  the  individual. 


All 
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All  men  therefore  are  born  with  a 
principle  which  may  be  the  caufe  of  an 

infinity  of  diforders,  the  fame  ought  to  be 
faid  in  reality  of  the  flirnulant  fluids, 
which  become  excrementitious,  by  the 
action  of  the  folids ; fo  that  if  this  fluid  is 
driven  out  in  proportion  as  it  is  vitiated, 
the  health  is  not  altered  but  if  it  be  re- 
tained, it  will  produce  various  diforders, 
according  to  the  character  it  has  acquired, 
or  qualities  communicated  to  it,  and  ac- 
cording to  it’s  particular  affinity  to  fuch 
or  fuch  a part ; we  may  prefume  alfo  that 
the  climate,  manner  of  living,  the  affecti- 
ons of  the  mind,  and  chiefly  the  changes 
of  the  fluids  peculiar  to  each  age,  and  to 
each  individual,  gives  to  the  fluid  we  are 
fpeaking  of  different  qualities,  which  con- 
ftitue  the  different  temperaments,  and 
from  whence  arife  the  diforders  peculiar 
to  children,  to  manhood,  old  age,  and  to 
different  nations.  The  humoral  principle 
when  become  heterogeneous  is  therefore 
that  leaven ; this  morbid  humour,  that 
affeCts  our  fyflern  and  deranges  the  functi- 
ons of  the  animal  ceconomy  in  fo  many 

different 
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different  manners.  Sometimes  this  prin- 
ciole  has  no  fixed  focus,  it  is  carried 
fometimes  one  way  fometimes  another; 
from  whence  arife  difagreeable  fenfations, 
in  determined  incommodities,  vague  pains* 
and  fymptoms,  which  are  fometimes  vio- 
lent, but  do  not  continue,  but  often  van ifh 
at  the  moment  they  difturb  the  moft:  at 
other  times  the  fame  principle  fixes  on 
one  particular  part,  and  exercifes  fuch 
ravages  as  it  is  capable  of;  now  in  this 
cafe  the  life  of  the  patient  is  more  or  lefs 
in  danger,  according  as  the  part  affedted 
is  more  or  lefs  effential  to  life.  Muft  an 
external  ulcer  alfo  are  a fiftulato  be  regarded 
as  a favour  from  nature,  in  cafes  where 
the  morbific  principle  fhould  threaten  the 
head,  lungs,  liver,  ftomach,  kidnies,  blad- 
der, &c  ? and  how  many  patients  would 
not  be  fubjrdt  to  the  apoplexy,  fuffocat- 
ing  catarrh,  aflhma,  nephretic,  cholic,  &c. 
if  they  wete  fubjedt  to  the  gout  ? 

Hippocrates  faid  that  thofe  Who  are 
fubjedt  to  the  hamorrhoidal  flux  are  out 
of  danger  of  being  troubled  with  a pain 

E in 
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in  the  fide,  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and 
that  fort  of  eating  ulcer  called  phagedenic, 
that  they  are  not  expofed  to  tumors,  nor 
tubercles,  which  from  the  refemblance 
they  bear  to  parched  peas,  are  called 
thermenthes ; that  they  are  not  attacked 
with  herpes,  * with  leprofy,  or  fuch  kind 
of  diforders  ; that  notwithstanding  if  the 
hasmorrhoidal  flux  be  flopped  unfeafonably 

thefe 

* From  to  fpread  or  creep.  Thefe  diforders  are 
apt  to  creep  on  and  fpread  about  in  the  fkin.  Dr.  Cul- 
len places  this  genus  of  difeafe,  in  the  clafs  locales, 
and  order  dialyfes.  Thefe  ulcers  in  the  fkin,  are  divid- 
ed by  fome  into  five  fpecies. 

I ft.  The  fimple.  Thefe  confift  of  fingle  puftules,  of 
a yellowifh  white  colour,  and  (harp  pointed  : they  are 
inflamed  about  their  bafts,  and  are  naturally  dry  ; thefe 
burn,  itch,  and  fmart  a day  or  two,  and  then  difappear. 

2d.  The  tetter,  ring-worm,  or  ferpigo.  Thefe  are 
the  fame  in  appearance  as  the  firft,  only  that  they  run 
in  heaps  ; they  more  difficultly  pafs  away  ; for  they 
contain  more  corrofive  matter ; their  fmarting  and 
itching  is  more  violent ; they  eat  fometimes  through 
the  fkin,  and  fpread  confiderably  ; they  neither  form 
matter  nor  come  to  digeftion. 

3d.  and  4th.  Shingles,  or  zonaaurea,  &c.  Dr.  Cul- 
len makes  this  e.  Herpes  zofter,  fynonymous  with 
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thefe  different  diforders  will  foon  after 
appear  again ; and  that  the  fame  may  be 
fait!  of  certain  fiflulous  ulcers  in  the  fun- 
dament, which  prevent  thofe  diforders 
the  cure  of  which  may  caufe  them  to 

arife ; 

his  Krvfipelas  phlvftaenodes.  It  is  fometimes  accompa- 
nied with  inflammation  and  fever.  This  kind  appears 
in  large  c' utters  on  the  neck,  breaft,  loins,  hips,  or 
thighs  ; the  heads  are  white  and  watery,  and  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a fmall  round  fcab,  refembling  millet  feed, 
whence  the  name  herpes  miliares  ; and  now  the  diforder 
is  ftill  more  grievous.  In  thefe  cafes  the  ill-habit  of 
body  being  firft  attended  to,  it  mutt  be  remembered 
that  the  external  applications  mutt  be  mild.  Internally 
the  treatment  may  be  as  in  the  eryfipelas. 

The  chief  indication  is  to  take  off  the  irritability  of 
the  fyftom  ; which  is  beft  done  by  a proper  ufe  of  the 
cort.  Peruv.  The  prognoftic  of  death  from  its  fur- 
rounding the  body  is  falfe.  Thefe  two  kinds  were  cal- 
led by  the  ancients  vermis  repens,  vermis  formiea 
miliaris  : Celfus  calls  them  ignis  facer  j and  Wifeman 
calls  them  ambulativa. 

5th.  Herpes-exedens,  alfo  called  nome,  noli  me  tan- 
gere  ulcus  depafcens,  herpes  depafeens  ; and  Celfus  calls 
ignis  facer.  According  to  Dr.  Cullen  it  is  of  the  fpe- 
cies  of  inflammation,  which  he  calls  erythematous.  It 
refembles  an  ulcerous  aryftpelas  ; its  humour  is  the  mcft 
corrofive  of  any  of  the  fpecies : it  corrodes  down  the 
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arife;  phenomena  of  this  fort  are  daily 
obferved.  (acafe)  A man  after  the  fup- 
pr<  flion  of  an  hemorrhoidal  flux  was  at- 
tacked with  fp  violent  a cholic  that  a 

volvulus 

0 

flefhy  parts,  and  feparates  it  into  fcales  : when  it  dif- 
appears,  it  leaves  hard  tumors  behind  it,  on  the  parts 
that  were  ulcerated. 

Mr.  Bell,  in  his  Treatife  on  Ulcers,  places  the  tinea 
and  the  herpes , as  varieties  in  his  fpecies  of  uU~er,  which 
he  denominates  cutaneous.  He  further  obfcrves  that 
the  cutaneous  ulcer  may,  in  all  its  varieties,  be  includ- 
ed in  the  f ur  Following;  viz.  1.  The  herpes  farinofus? 
which  includes  what  fome  cal!  the  dry  tetter  2.  Her- 
pes puftulofus,  which  includes  the  crufta  la&ea,  and  the 
tinea  capitis.  3.  Herpes  miliaris  ; of  this  variety  is  the 
ulcerous  eruption  called  tbe  ring-worm.  4.  Herpes 
excedens  ; this  includes  the  ulcers  called  depalcent,  an<J 
phagedenic. 

The  Herpes  farinofus  is  the  moft  fimple  kind.  It  ap- 
pears on  any  p.irtTf  the  body  ; moft  frequently  on  the 
face,  neck,  arms,  or  wrifts  ; it  comes  out  in  broadifh 
fpots,  which  confift  of  very  fma'l  red  pimples  ; thefe 
are  attended  with  a troubiefome  itching  ; they  loon  fall 
off  in  the  form  of  a white  poyvder,  which  refembles 
fine  bran  ; they  leave  the  fkin  perfectly  found,  but  are 
apt  to  return  in  the  form  of  a red  e{florefcence,  fall  off, 
and  renew  as  before. 
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volvulus  was  much  dreaded  ; having  re- 
moved the  difeafe,  the  bread  was  liar  raffed, 
and  pus  fpit  up,  the  h^morrhoidm  flux  was 
again  brought  on,  and  the  patient  cured. 

Another  man  had  a long  time  a trifling 
running  of  puriform  matter  from  the 
redtum,  the  fupprefliun  of  which  brought 
on  an  inflammation  of  the  lower  bellv, 
which  terminated  in  a i epofltion  of  puri- 
form matter  in  the  fldeof  the  anus.  Thefe 
observations  prove  manifeftly  that  a mor- 
bific principle  lodged  about  the  redtum, 
whether  it  produces  an  hacmorrhoidal  peri- 
odic 

7 b.e  herpes  puflulofus  occur?  mofl  frequently  in  chil- 
dren ; genera) ly  attacks  the  face,  and  behind  the  ears; 
often  other  parts  of  the  head  aifo,  but  rarely  eifewhere. 
It  appears  in  the  form  pi  puftules,  which  are  originally 
feparate  and  diftimSt,  but  afterwards  run  together  in 
clutters.  At  fi rft  they  feem  to  contain  nothing  but  a 
thin  watery  fcum,  which  afterwards  turns  yellow,  and 
exuding  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  part  affedted,  at 
laft  dries  into  .a  thick  cruft  or  fcab  ; when  this  falls  off, 
the  ficin  below  frequently  appears  entire,  with  only  a 
flight  degree  of  rednefs  on  the  furface  ; but  on  fome 
occi'fions,  when  the  matter  hath  probably  been  more 
acrid,  upon  the  fcab  falling  off,  the  fkin  is  found  gent- 
ly excoriated,  vid.  Ach  ores. 
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©die  flux  or  a Ample  flow  of  purulent  mat- 
ter, may  remove  to  another  part,  and  pro- 
duce diforders  more  or  lei's  fevere,  accord- 
ing to  the  parts  on  which  it  falls.  In  the 
feme  manner  it  is  obferved,  that  the  hy- 
pochondriac affection,  the  mania,  the  epi- 
lepfy,  and  many  other  diforders,  difappear 
fcy  re- eftabli  thing  either  the  return  of  an 
jfcsemorrhoidal  flux,  or  a flowing  of  puru- 
lent matter  by  the  fundament. 

Chronic  diforders  prefent  daily  fuch 
examples  of  a metaftafes  of  the  heterogene- 
ous principle,  which  is  carried  indiferim* 
ifiiately  from  the  head  to  the  feet,  and  vice 
werla,  from  the  right  Ade  to  the  left,  or 

from 

The  herpes  miliaris  generally  appears  in  clutters, 
Iftough  fometimes  in  diftant  circles  of  very  minute 
Jjfeples. 

Thefe  are  at  firtt  perfectly  feparate,  and  contain  only 
2 clear  lymph,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  is 
excreted  upon  the  furface,  and  there  forms  into  fmall 
diftincf  fealts  ; thefe  at  laft  fall  oft,  and  leave  a con- 
siderable degree  of  inflammation  below,  that  ftill 
rontinue  to  exude  frefh  matter,  which  likewile  forms 
into  cakes,  arid  fo  falls  off.  The  itching  in  this  fort 
©if  ulcer,  is  always  very  troublelomc,  and  the  matter 
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from  the  left  to  the  right,  from  the  inte- 
rior to  the  exterior,  or  the  reverfe.  Theie 
metaftafes  follow  no  other  laws  but  thofe 
of  irritation,  which  attrad:  or  repulfe  the 
humours,  by  producing  changes  in  the 
ofeiilations  of  the  capillary  veffels,  or  of 
the  cellular  tifTue,  The  mod  part  of  the 
diforders,  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  have 
intermiflions,  paroxyfms,  and  periodical 
returns,  which  prove  that  their  caufe  is 
diffipated,  and  that  they  a-re  fueceffively 
re-produced,  whenever  in  reality  the 
humoral  principle  is  contaminated  to 

difeharged  from  the  pimples  is  fo  tough  and  vifeid,  that 
every  thing  applied  to  the  part  adheres  fo  as  to  occafion. 
much  trouble  and  uneafinefs  to  the  patient  on  its  being 
removed.  rhe  whole  body  is  fubjedt  to  this  diforder, 
but  it  mod  frequently  appears  on  the  loins,  breaft,  pe- 
rinceum,  ferotum,  and  groins. 

The  herpes  exedens  difeovers  itfelf  on  any  part  of 
the  body,  but  moftly  about  the  loins,  where  it  fome- 
times  fpreaas  to  luch  a degree  as  to  extend  quite  round 
the  waift.  At  fir, ft  it  ufually  appears  in  the  form  of  fe- 
ver?.! fmall  ulcerations,  colle&ed  into  large  fpots  of  dif- 
ferent fizes,  and  of  various  figures,  which  are  always 
mote  or  1 fs  of  an  eryfepelatous,  like  inflammation. 
Thefe  ulcerations  difeharge  large  quantities  of  a thin, 
iharp,  ferous  matter,  which  fometimes  forms  into  final! 
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a certain  degree,  in  which  cafe  it  i rri-» 
tates  violently  the  part  it  affcdts  ; but  the 
motion  it  excites  diffipates  it,  E.  G,  fe- 
ver removes  the  caul'e,  which  produced 
it;  th  is  is  alfo  evident  in  acute  diforders, 
and  the  hypochondriac  affc&ion,  in  the 
afthma  and  gout,  &c.  each  parox)  fm  of 

which 

crufls  that  in  a fhort  time  fall  off ; but  mnft  frequently 
thcdifcharge  is  fo  i h in  and  acrid,  as  to  fpread  along  the 
neighbouring  parts,  and  there  to  produce  the  frme  kind 
of  fores.  Though  thel'e  excoriations  or  ulcers,  do  not 
in  general  proceed  further  than  the  true  fkin,yet  fome- 
times  the  difchargc  is  io  very  penetrating  and  corrofive, 
as  to  deftrby  the  fkiri,  the  cellular  membrane,  and,  on 
tome  occafions,  the  mulcles  themfelves. 

Dr.  George  Fordvce  fpeaks  of  an  in  fiance  of  this 
difeafe,  under  the  name  of  herpes  rapiens,  and  fays,  it 
arifes  upon  the  head  in  fmall  ulcers,  covered  with  a 
brown  moift  crufi,  and  fhining,  but  ftmilar  to  venereaL 
ulcers,  ( which  fee  at  the  latter  end  of  this  work.) 

In  the  cure  of  thefe  various  cuticular  difeafes  it  hath 
been  generally  believed  to  be  unfafe,  and  even  dange- 
rous to  proceed  in  any  other  way,  than  bv  correcting 
the  original  diforder  of  the  fluids,  which  was  fuppofed 
to  produce  them.  It  may  occafionally  happen  that  fome 
diforder  in  the  general  habit  is  attendant  on  any  of  thefe 
ulcerous  complaints,  and  that  a regard  thereto  may  be 
required  ; but  in  the  greateft  number  of  inftances,  they 
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which  is  a depuratory  motion,  or  a criti- 
cal affedtion  of  the  difeafed  organ,  hy  which 
it  throws  off  the  heterogeneous  matter, 

/ which  irritates  it ; and  this  natural  eff  jrt  is 

F renewed 

are  more  certainly  and  more  fpeedily  removed  bv  the 
ufe  of  local  remedies  merely.  In  many  difeafes  of  the 
fkin,  antimonials  are  frequently  given  with  advantage  ; 
but  their  efficacy  feems  principally  to  depend  upon  their 
producing  a determination  to  the  fkin,  and  keeping  up 
a free  difeharge  of  the  matter  of  perlpiration  ; which 
from  various  caufes  is  long  retained  on  the  furface  of 
the  body,  and  thereby  becomes  acrid,  and  doubtlefs  is 
a frequent  caufe  of  difordered  affedlions  in  this  part. 

Accordingly,  all  fuch  remedies  are  more  or  lefs  effec- 
tual, as  they  are  more  or  lefs  powerful  in  keeping  up  a 
free  perfpiration.  This  is  further  evident  by  obferving, 
that  a due  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  is  as  efficacious  in 
thefe  cafes,  as  the  ufe  of  antimonials,  and  other  medi- 
cines, fuppofed  to  carry  off  morbid  particles  through 
the  fkin.  In  the  treatment  of  every  herpetic  diforder, 
the  firft  and  principal  circumftance  to  be  attended  to,  is, 
that  not  only  the  parts  affedled,  but  even  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body,  be  kept  clean  and  perfpirable  as  pof- 
fible  ; to  this  end  the  frequent  ufe  of  warm  bathing, 
and  of  frequent  gentle  fridions,  with  clean  linen  cloaths 
( in  the  dry  forts  of  thefe  complaints)  are  Angularly 
ferviceable.  In  the  milder  inftances,  the  following:  ex- 
ternals generally  fuffice.  i.Theaq.  calcis  fi.  ufually 
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renewed  every  time  the  humoral  principle 
is  depraved  by  the  progrefs  of  the  motion 
of  the  folids,  or  by  any  other  habitual 
caufe. 

In  fine  the  chronic  difeafes  which  de- 
pend on  the  innate  caufe  we  are  fpeaking 

of 

is  all  that  is  required  in  herpes  farinofus.  2.  The  fo- 
lutions  of  lead  in  vegetable  acid,  is  alfo  very  effectual  j 
the  following  is  a ufeful  general  form.  R.  fac.  Saturn. 
- an  oz.  acet.  acerim.  4 oz.  aq.  font.  dift.  21b.  m. 
This  may  be  applied  in  the  form  of  cataplafm, 
mixed  with  bread,  or  by  means  of  foft  rags  dipped  into 
it,  and  laid  direftly  on  the  parts.  In  fome  particular, 
and  more  inveterate  cafes,  the  following  is  fometimes 
to  be  preferred,  viz.  R.  Merc.  cor.  A.  gr.  x.  aq.  font, 
dift.  lb.  1.  m.  This  is  very  efficacious  as  an  embroca- 
tion in  any  of  thefe  diforders.  In  the  more  obftinate 
inftances  of  this  complaint,  the  greateft  care  is  requir- 
ed that  perfpiration  is  duly  fupported,  viz.  warm  dilu- 
ent drinks  frequently  taken,  as  well  as  the  ufe  of  the 
warm  bath.  The  ant.  crud.  ppt.  to  2 drachms  in  the 
day,  if  mixt  with  a little  g.  guac.  is  an  admirable  affift- 
ant  to  the  difcharge  through  the  fkin,  and  contributes 
further  aid  by  its  efficacy  in  unloading  the  bowels.  In 
the  more  vigorous  and  plethoric  habits,  cooling  lax- 
atives are  peculiarly  beneficial ; iflues  are  fometimes  ne- 
ceflary  in  the  more  inveterate  forts  of  herpes.  In  the 
herpes  ex;edens,  a degree  of  inflammation  often  attends 
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of,  are  diffipated  fucceffively  in  the  differ 
rent  periods  of  life,  fome  continue  a long 
time,  others  iefs ; fometimes  they  fucceed 
one  another  till  death,  by  changing  the 
character  alone,  and  at  other  times,  health 
is  not  altered  by  the  heterogeneous  prin- 
ciple for  a long  courfe  of  years,  but  the 
critical  motion,  by  which  it  is  expulfed, 
whenever  it  is  vitiated,  is  not  lefs  known 

F 2 from 

that  requires  attention  ; here  the  faturnine  applications, 
above  all  others,  check  its  progrefs,  and  at  length  to- 
tally remove  it.  But  if,  as  it  fometimes  happens,  the 
herpetic,  ulcer  hath  made  its  way  into  the  mufcles,  the 
following  ointment  is  preferable  to  either  the  faturnine 
folution,  or  that  of  mere.  cor.  a.  The  ungt.  faturn.  of 
the  different  difpenfatories,  is  alfo  an  ufeful  application 
in  this  Jaft  mentioned  inftance.  But  care  mull  be  ta- 
ken that  this  ointment  is  not  become  rancid.  If,  not- 
withftanding  the  ufe  of  the  above,  the  diforder  is  un- 
conquerable, it  may  be  fufpedled  that  a venereal  taint, 
at  the  fame  time,  fubfifts  in  fuch  a patient.  A flight 
herpetic  diforder  becomes  obftinate  by  being  accom- 
panied with  the  itch  : in  fuch  cafes,  attention  mull 

be  had  to  fuch  difeafes  refpedlively,  before  thofe  of  the 
herpetic  kinds  can  be  removed.  In  fome  inftances  of 
the  herpes  exedens,  the  following  bolus  has  been 
ufed  with  conflderable  advantage  j R.  mere,  calcin. 
gr.  ifs.  Philon.  Lond.  Scruple  m.  omn.  nodi,  fumend. 
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from  time  to  time  by  feme  flight  indif- 
pofuion,  as  a fit  of  a fever  attended  by 
fweating,  a flight  loofenefs,  a cutaneous 
eruption,  a more  abundant  flow  of  urine, 
or  faliva,  6cc.  On  the  other  hand  we  have 
obferved,  that  the  foreign  or  accidental 
caufes,  influence  health,  not  only  by 
altering  the  humoral  principle,  or  oppof- 
ing  it’s  exertions,  as  it  happens  through 
the  abufe  of  non  naturals,  but  alfo  by  in- 
troducing poifonous  fubftances  into  the 
fyftem,  or  noxious  iniafmas,  as  it  happens 
through  the  communication  of  the  vene- 
real virus,  through  the  bite  of  poifonous 
animals,  6cc. 

We  would  take  notice  that  it  is  a thing 
of  great  importance  to  diftinguifli  thefe 
diforders  from  thofe  which  are  inherent  in 
the  conftitution,  becaufe  in  the  firfh  cafe 
it  is  moflly  in  the  power  of  art  to  cure 
them,  by  removing  or  deftroying  the  caufes 
on  which  their  exiftence  depends. 

Whereas,  in  the  fecond  cafe,  fuch  dif- 
orders cannot  be  eradicated,  perhaps,  thrp’ 

the 
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the  progrefs  of  life;  in  this  cafe  fpecific 
remedies  would  be  fought  for  to  no  pur- 
pofe  ; none  can  be  found,  except  for  thofe 
diforders  which  depend  on  an  acquired  or 
foreign  caufe. 

Mercury  is  the  only  remedy  whofe 
fpecific  virtue,  with  regard  to  the  Lues 
Venerea,  is  well  afcertained  ; yet  this  re- 
medy does  not  operate  by  thinning  the 
fluids,  by  opening  the  vefiels,  or  by  de- 
flroying  obflrudlions ; for  if  it  operated 
after  this  mechanical  manner,  it  would 
be  equally  fpecific  againft  moll  of  the 
other  chronic  diforders.  It  does  not, 
therefore,  affect  the  radical  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  in  any  manner,  except  in 
determining  an  artificial  crifis,  through 
which  the  virus,  which  cannot  be  afii- 
milated  with  our  fluids,  is  expelled ; thus, 
as  in  an  acute  diforder,  they  dillinguifh 
three  periods,  that  of  irritation,  of  coc- 
tion,  and  of  expulfion  ; fo  mercury,  in- 
troduced into  the  body,  excites  an  extra- 
ordinary motion,  prepares  the  humours, 
which  ought  to  be  evacuated,  and  deter- 
mines 
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mines  them  towards  an  excretory  organ, 
which  ought  to  give  iflue  to  them  in  a 
fhort  time,  if  properly  applied. 

We  are  fenfibly  affedted  to  fee  matters 
of  the  art  give  into  the  narrow  views  of 
thofe  who  pretend  that  the  more  the 
mercurial  globules  are  divided,  the  more 
efficacious  they  are  in  dettroying  the  ve- 
nereal virus,  becaufe  they  fuppofe  them 
more  efficacious  to  open  the  obftrudted 
vefiels ; who  think  that  every  evacuation 
js  an  obftacle  to  the  cure  of  the  difeafe, 
or  who  believe  that  the  evacuations  which 
they  effedt  by  choice  are  as  falutary  as 
thofe  procured  by  mercury  ; who  kindly 
indulge  their  patients  in  their  liberty  and 
tatte,  and  who  confound  the  difappear- 
ances  of  external  fymptoms  with  a radical 
cure.  Experience  fhould,  in  fine,  have 
opened  their  eyes  to  fuch  grofs  mittakes ; 
for  it  {hews  daily  that  many  chronic 
diforders,  which  we  fee  with  wonder  fud- 
denly  attack  ttrong  and  vigorous  people 
in  the  bloom  of  life,  are  the  refult  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  which  they  attacked  after 
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the  manner  I have  juft  defcribed  j it  is 
thus  that  ignorance  and  quackery  endea- 
vour infenfibly  to  wafte  the  human  race. 

How  many  patients,  who  have  lan- 
guished a long  time  (waiting  on  death) 
in  whom  Tome  peculiar  injury  has  been 
found,  either  in  the  ftomach,  liver,  Spleen, 
or  br^aft,  &c.  would  have  been  cured  if 
they  had  undergone  the  treatment  proper 
for  the  venereal  difeafe;  a diforder  which 
they  miftake  in  their  patients,  becaufe  a 
few  years  have  elapfed  Since  the  primitive 
fymptoms  disappeared.  When  chronic 
diforders  ariSe  from  an  acquired  or  acci- 
dental caufe,  their  cure  depends  on  the 
expulfion  or  removal  of  this  caufe;  but 
it  is  not  the  Same  with  regard  to  thoSe 
whoSe  cauSes  are  hereditary  ; we  are  not 
able  to  drain  the  Source  by  any  evacuation 
whatever,  nor  to  change  the  character  bv 
alterative  remedies. 

The  chymifts  are  often  miftaken  in 
this  refped,  in  thinking  to  find  out  So- 
vereign remedies  againft  thofe  diforders, 

by 
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by  the  analyfis  of  bodies,  and  by  experi- 
ments made  in  the  Laboratory.  Their 
pretenfions  have  been  hitherto  vain  and 
deceitful  $ neverthelefs,  the  effects  of  their 
remedies  are  fometimes  followed-  by  an 
appearance  of  fuccefs,  becaufe  they  are 
adminittere'd  at  the  end  of  a paroxyfm,  or 
at  a time  when  the  progrefs  of  life  had 
determined  the  end  of  the  diforder%  by 
changing  the  conttitution  of  the  fluids. 
Such  occafions  as  thofe  they  have  often 
taken  hold  of,  and  thus  boatted  of  the’ 
efficacy  of  their  remedies ; but  fuch  fuc- 
cefles  do  not  impofe  on  thofe  that  are  well 
verfed  in  the  hiftory  of  difeafes. 

Thofe  who  have  referred  almoft  all 
the  chronic  diforders  to  a difeafe  of  the 
ftomach  and  bowels,  and  who  have  con- 
fined their  practice  to  the  evacuation  of 
humours  to  deftroy  this  pretended  difeafe, 
found  themfelves  miftaken  in  this  refpedt. 
In  many  of  thefe  difeafes,  the  repeated 
ufe  of  purgatives  diffipates  fometimes  ac- 
cidents which  have  refitted  every  other 
remedy,  as  in  the  kings  evil ; tetter- 
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worms  in  ftubborn  ophthalmies,  in  certain 
affedions  of  the  head,  bread,  &c.  yet  this 
effed  of  purgatives,  does  not  fuppofe  that 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  was  in  the 
ftomach,  or  in  the  inteftines.  In  thefe 
cafes  thefe  remedies  do  not  deftroy  the 
principle  of  the  diforder,  they  do  not  ad 
but  by  revulfion  i.  e.  determining  the 
courfe  of  the  fluids  towards  the  lower 
belly,  and  by  this  means  relieving  the 
parts  affeded. 

■ ’ i 

Their  opinion  is  alfo  fupported  on  this; 
that  the  opening  of  cadavers,  which  died 
of  old  chronic  difeafes,  prefent,  often, 
marks  of  divers  diforders  in  the  inteftines 
of  the  lower  belly,  fuch  as  fchirrous 
tumors  hydatides,  peculiar  dropfies,  pu- 
rulent depofitions,  &c.  The  principle  of 
the  difeafe  might  have  produced  thefe 
diforders,  but  it  perhaps  much  oftener 
happens  that  the  too  repeated  ufe  of  eme- 
tics, purgatives,  aperitives,  diflolvents,  di- 
uretics, martials,  mineral  waters,  &c. 
which  they  prefcribe,  in  order  to  attenu*. 
ate  and  evacuate  the  humours;  it  happens, 
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I fay,  very  often,  perhaps,  that  the  too 
repeated  ufe  of  thefe  remedies  determines 
confecutively  the  alteration  in  thefe  parts, 
by  irritating  the  inteftines  fo  frequently, 
and  by  determining  the  courfe  of  the 
fluids  towards  the  interior  parts-* 

In  fine,  whatever  road  they  follow  in 
treating  diforders  inherent  in  the  confu- 
tation, we  learn  by  experience  that  the 
powers  of  art  are  limited  to  the  moderat- 
ing of  accidents,  and  only  palliate  the 
evil  ’till  the  time  when  the  fluids  are  dif- 
ferently determined  by  the  progreis  of 
life 3 and  that  all  the  vain  attempts  which 
they  make  to  deftroy  the  principle  of  the 
diforder,  before  the  time  marked  out  by 
nature,  may  be  dangerous. 

All  our  views  in  this  circumftance 
ought,  therefore,  to  tend  only  to  thwart  the 
danger  which  may  threaten  the  patient,  and 
render  his  diforder  more  fupportable  in 
nature.  What  fagacity  is  there  not  necef- 
fary  to  prefcribe  a regimen  and  remedies 
proper  for  each  age,  each  temperament, 

and 
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and  different  kinds  of  aiforders  ? Here 
it  is  the  rules  of  art  are  often  failing,  be- 
caufe  the  nerves  are  not  equally  modified 
in  all  fubjeCts  j becaufe  the  mode  of  the 
irritability  of  each  part  varies  in  almofl 
evey  individual ; whence  it  happens  that 
the  effeCt  of  remedies  deceives  fometimes 
the  faireft  reafoner,  and  that  we  often  fee 

0 

the  moft  contradictory  means  fucceed,  ac- 
cording to  our  opinion.  Hence  Hippo- 
crates teaches  that  a wife  ernpiricifm, 
founded  on  the  knowledge  of  tempera- 
ments, tafte,  manner  of  living,  and  paf- 
iions  of  each  patient,  is  a furer  guide  in 
pradtice. 

We  now  proceed  to  relate  the  dis- 
coveries of  Dr.  Brown,  in  doing  of  which 
it  is  prefumed  the  giving  a full  tranflation 
of  his  preface  becomes  very  neceffary. 
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PREFACE 

TO  DOCTOR  BROWN’S 

ELEMENTS  OF  MEDICINE. 

TWENTY  years  or  more,  have  been 
fpent  by  the  Author  of  this  work, 
in  learning,  teaching,  and  diligently 
fearching  into  all  the  parts  of  medicine. 
The  firfl:  five  years  of  which  were  bellowed 
in  receiving  from  others,  in  digesting 
what  he  had  received*  and  in  believing  it, 
and  laying  it  up  as  the  moft  precipus 
treafure. 

The  fecond  five  years,  in  explaining  each 
more  clearly,  and  in  cultivating  and  polifli- 
ing  with  more  accuracy  ; the  third,  in 
doubting,  becaufe  nothing  had  come  to  his 
with  i in  difregarding  the  opinions  both  of 
famous  men,  and  the  common  people 
likewife,  and  in  lamenting  that  the  fa- 
lutiferoXts  art  was  quite  uncertain  and  in- 
comprehenfible ; that  fo  many  ages  had 
palled  without  advantage,  without  any 

light 
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light  of  truth,  fo  fweet  to  the  underftand- 
ing,  and  that  fo  great,  fo  precious  a part 
of  the  frail  and  fhort  mortal  life  had 
perifhed,  during  the  laft  years  alone;  juft 
like  a traveller  in  an  unknown  country, 
having  loft  his  road  and  wandering  in  the 
fhade  of  night,  a very  oblcure  light,  and 
as  it  were  the  firft  dawnings  of  day,  at  laid; 
ihone  upon  him. 

' Thirteen  years  from  this,  when  he  was 
36  years  old,  he  fell  into  his  firft  fit  of 
the  gout ; many  years  before  he  had  been 
well,  except  that  a few  months  before  the 
diforder  arrived,  he  kept  himfelf  to  a 
lower  diet  than  ufual.  In  about  40  days 
the  diforder  finifhed  its  courfe,  nor  did  it 
return  till  fix  years  after,  and  then  alfo 
after  he  had  lived  a few  months  more  mean 
than  ufual  He  was  ftrong  for  his  age, 
and  had  a good  habit,  except  that  defedl 
of  the  gout,  and  fome  little  debility 
brought  on  by  unufual  abftinence.  The 
diforder  according  to  the  opinion  of 
phyficians  was  faid  to  depend  on  a 
plethora,  and  too  great  vigour.  Vegetable 
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food  was  ordered,  and  wine  forbidden, 
which  if  diligently  obdrved  theypromifed 
that  the  aiforder  would  never  return,  a 
whole  year  was  fpent  in  this  manner, 
during  which  four  mod  bitter,  mod  pain- 
ful, and  very  long  fits  happened  ; and  the 
whole  year  was  divided  between  lamenefs 
and  torture,  except  fourteen  days.  Whence 
the  reafon  of  fo  great  a didurbance, 
thought  he,  if  a redundancy  of  blood,  and 
too  great  vigour  was  the  caufe. 

Why,  twelve  or  fifteen  years  before, 
when  he  had  more  blood,  and  vigour, 
the  diforder  happened  not,  and  that  after 
a great  and  continued  remifiion  from  food 
it  at  lad  came  on  ? Why  between  the  fird 
fit  and  thefe  latter  ones,  at  which  time  he 
had  recourfe  to  his  ufual  full  and  rich 
diet,  fo  great  an  interval  fliould  take 
place,  and  that  it  diould  fo  foon  return, 
at  two  different  times,  when  he  changed 
his  food  for  the  worfe  ? All  thefe  he 
confidered  within  himfelf;  at  lad  another 
greater  folution  folved  thisquedion,  What 
does  food,  drink,  and  other  fudenances 

do 
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do  during  the  firft  part  of  life  ? They 
give  ftrength,  what  then  ? lefs  and  lefs, 
what  at  the  decline  of  life  ? they  are  fo  far 
from  ftrengthening  any  more,  that  they 
manifeltly  debilitate  ? Moreover,  life  at 
belt,  often  by  the  interpolation  of  a difi* 
order,  is  put  an  end  to  by  the  fame  powers 
with  which  it  was  fupported  before. 

As  thus,  diforders  firft,  and  then  death 
comes  on,  not  through  a fcarcity  but 
through  a redundancy  of  the  necefiaries  of 
life  j yet  he  found  out  that  debility  was 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  ; and  he  perceived 
that  corroborants  and  not  debilitants  were 
to  be  applied  as  remedies. 

He  thought  therefore  that  this  was  to 
be  called  indirect  debility.  The  method 
of  ftrengthening  anfwered  fo  well  for  two 
years,  that  at  the  latter  end  he  underwent 
but  a very  flight  fit ; which  was  notone 
fourth  part  of  the  four  firft.  But  no 
Phyfician  will  deny  but  that  fuch  a dif- 
order  which  had  returned  four  times  in 
one  year,  would  not  have  returned  oftener 

than 
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than  in  this  proportion,  the  following 
years,  under  this  fame  method  of  proceed- 
ing. 

i ' ».  | f ' • ’ , 

The  mild  fit  Was  lefis  than  the  more 
fevere,  a one  fourth  part.  Multiplying 
therefore,  twelve  by  four,  and  by  this 
computation,  the  ratio  of  the  alleviated 
diforder  will  be  as  forty-eight  to  one. 
As  in  the  firft  year  he  eat  nothing  ( almoji ) 
but  vegetables  ; Co,  during  the  latter  ones, 
he  eat  animal  food  chiefly,  and  that  even 
of  the  moft  nourifhing  fort.  He  chofe 
the  beft  method,  he  was  fparing  in  plenty. 

A young  man  who  lived  with  him,  and 
who  was  troubled  with  a grievous  afthma, 
was  cured  in  the  fame  manner  j and  he 
who  was  daily  afFedted,  only  felt  one  fit 
for  the  fpacc  of  two  years. 

' . . ! . S'  . J , 

Afterwards,  when  it  was  often  objedled 
to  him  that  the  gout  did  not  confifl:  in 
debility,  becaufe  inflammation  attended  it. 
Not  doubting  that  this  alfo  arofe  from 
debility,  he  made  an  experiment  of  the 

H truth 
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truth  of  it.  He  invited  his  friends  to 
dinner,  drank  heartily,  and  in  two  hours 
the  ufe  of  that  foot,  which  before  dinner 
he  could  not  through  pain,  touch  the 
ground  with,  was  perfectly  reftored. 
Whence  he  perceived  that  the  inflam- 
mation Was  alfo  afthenic.  Afterwards,  he 
found  out  that  the  inflammations  of  the 
throat  were  of  the  fame  nature,  both  in 
theputrid  and  gangrenous  cynanche,  in  the 
rheumatalgia,  which  is  falfly  called  the 
chronic  rheumatifm,  and  in  the  end  of  a 
typhus,  which  is  believed  fometimes  to  af- 
fe£l  the  brain,  provided  it  does  affedt  it. 
As  the  gout  affects  the  alimentary  canal, 
and  particularly  the  ftomach,  and  often 
creeps  on  by  complaints  very  like  the  dyf- 
peptic  ones.  Defiring  to  know  whether  it 
had  any  connexion  with  the  former,  he 
perceived  that  thefe  latter,  as  well  as  the 
former,  gave  way  to  ftimulant  remedies; 
moreover  he  afterwards  found  out  that  all 
the  fpafmodic  diforders,  ariflng  from 
thence,  all  convulflve,  almofl:  all  puerile 
difeafes,  were  of  the  fame  character.  - 
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Difcovering  that  the  convulfive  and 
fpafmodic  affections  were  the  fame,  even 
in  the  organ  of  voluntary  motion,  he 
found  out  alfo  that  their  nature  was  the 
fame,  but  greater  in  violence  ; as  he  dif- 
covered  in  the  fpafms  and  pains  of  diffe- 
rent places  of  the  body  extrinfically,  as 
alfo  in  the  epilepfy  itfelf,  and  the  tetanus, 
and  by  this  means  he  faw  that  a great 
number  of  affections,  in  which,  as  if  they 
had  been  inflammatory,  the  lance  was 
drawn  without  end,  depended  on  a 
fcarcity  of  blood,  and  other  caufes  of 
debility,  and  that  they  were  to  be  cured, 
not  by  drawing  away  blood  or  other 
fluids,  but  by  repletion  and  reflitution  of 
ftrength.  At  the  firfl  beginning,  in  order 
to  fupprefs  the  fits  of  the  gout,  being 
content  with  wine  and  fuch  like  good 
drink,  he  deferred  the  ufe  of  the  more 
powerful  remedies,  which  he  has  lately 
tried  with  wonderful  fuccefs ; and  he  has 
found  out  his  fo  much  wdhed  for,  and 
much  defpaired  of  fecret,  of  repelling  the 
fits,  and  of  confirming  health  at  the 
fame  time  by  means  of  opium,  which  has- 

2 often 
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often  effeded  it  in  himfelf  and  others. 
This  is  already  the  third  year,  and  it  is  al- 
moft  fpent  fince  the  time  the  diforder  left 
him. 

Taught  by  fimilar  examples  of  cures, 
he  found  that  fluxes  of  blood,  called 

haemorrhages,  do  not  depend  on  a plethora, 

« • 

and  vigour,  but  on  a fcarcity  of  blood  and 
pn  debility,  arifing  from  another  place ; 
confequently  he  has  call  them  out  of  the 
number  of  phlogiftic  difeafes,  among# 
which  they  were  placed  in  the  fir#  edition, 
in  order  to  put  them  among  the  a#he- 
nic  in  his  fecond.  For  he  perceived 
^hat  vensefedion,  purging,  cold,  hunger/ 
and  thofe  called  fedatives  were  noxious ; 
and  that  the  ftimulant  method  of  cure 
alone  was  proper  $ and  that  wine  itfelf  and 
brandy,  which  were  thought  fo  noxious, 
were  the  mofb  powerful  in  curing  fuch 
diforders.  After  finding  this  out  he  learn- 
ed,  in  cafes  where  others  thought  there 
was  a redundancy  of  blood,  that  there  was  a 
deficiency,  and  that,  from  a defedof  this, 
and  other  ftimuli,  debility  was  the  caufe, 

and 
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and  ftimulants  were  the  remedies,  accord- 
ing to  the  magnitude  of  the  difeafe.  Being 
by  this  method  of  cure  enlightened,  he 
found  out  that  the  caufe  and  cure  of  in- 
termitting, as  well  as  continual  fevers, 
was  the  fame.  Thus  led  by  the  hand  of 
nature,  as  it  were,  round  the  extenfive 
world  of  afthenic  diforders,  he  perceived 
that  they  all  depended  on  the  lame  caufe, 
and  were  to  be  cured  by  the  fame  kind  of 
remedies,  vjz.  ilimulants,  and  that  nei- 
ther the  caufe  nor  the  cure  differed  in 
any  thing  except  magnitude.  As  to  what 
regards  the  phlogiftic  difeafes,  whofe 
caufe  nor  cure  was  never  known  to  any 
one  before,  he  had  long  underffood  that 
inflammation  was  not  the  caufe  but  the 
effedt,  and  that  the  caufe  fprung  from 

> s i 

the  diathefis,  and  not  from  that  even,  un-^ 
lefs  when  very  vehement. 

In  fine,  he  found  by  experience  that  the 
catarrh  was  not  caufed  by  cold,  but  bv 
heat,  contrary  to  what  is  thought,  and 
other  known  ftimuli  -y  and  is  cured  by 
the  other  debilitating  remedies,  which 

being 
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being  found  out  led  him  to  confider  the 
catarrhal  fymptoms  in  the  mealies,  in 
which  he  perceived  that,  that  very  great 
man  (Sydenham)  who  had  promoted  the 
cure  only  of  phlogiftic  difeafes,  was  a Gran- 
ger to  the  aftbenic  ones,  and  was  deceived 
by  the  Alexipharmic  Phyficians.  And  as 
thofe  fymptoms  are  the  moft  dangerous 
part  of  the  difeafe,  therefore  the  real  cure  of 
them  muft  be  of  great  utility  to  the  cure 

of  the  whole  diforder.  Thence  it  came  to 

~ * 

pafs  that  the  cooling,  and  antiphlogiftic 
method  of  cure,  after  it  wfs  once  tried, 
was  found  to  be  equally  efficacious,  as 
well  in  the  mealies,  as  in  the  fmali  pox.  In 
phlogiftic  difeafes  he  has  illuftrated  the 
caufe,  amplified  the  cure,  enriched,  and 
explained  it,  and  reduced  it  to  a fure 
principle. 

He  has  divided  all  the  common  diforders 
into  two  clafles,  the  phlogiftic,  or  fthenic, 
and  the  afthenic  or  antiphlogiftic.  He  has 
made  and  proved  the  former  to  confift 
in  a too  great,  and  the  latter  in  a too 

deficient,  excitement.  The  former  are 

%■ 
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cured  by  debilitants,  and  the  latter  by 
ftimulants,  the  noxious  powers  of  both 
are  each  others  remedies. 

And  thefe  operate  in  the  fame  manner 
as  thofe  do,  which  caufe  the  mod:  perfect 
health,  only  that  they  differ  in  magni- 
tude. 

The  fame  doCtrine  is  extended  to 
plants.  He  has  propofed  his  principle, 
which  is  illuftrated  and  confirmed  by  all 
the  parts.  Thus,  therefore,  a conjectural 
art,  inconfiftetlt  and  falfe  in  moft  of  its 
parts,  has  at  length  been  reduced  to  a 
certain  fcience,  which  may  be  called  that 
of  life. 


The  end  of  the  Preface. 
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ACCOUNT  of  Dr.  BROWN’S 

ELEMENTS  of  MEDICINE. 

MEDICINE  ( according  to  Doctor 
Brown ) is  the  fcience,  or  know- 
ledge of  preferving  found  health  in  ani- 
mals, and  teaches  to  check  the  progrefs 
of,  and  cure  difeafe. 

In  order  to  conftitute  found  health, 
the  adtions  of  the  body  and  mind  rauft 
be  pleafant,  eafy  and  juft. 

If  any  or  all  the  functions  be  perform- 
ed with  trouble,  difficulty,  or  perturbati- 
on, it  is  a morbid  ftate. 

Difeafes  that  affedt  the  whole  fyftem, 
are  called  common  diforders,  when  limit- 
ed to  fome  particular  part,  then  they  are 
called  Local, 
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A predifpofition,'  or  propenfity  to  dif- 
eafe  is  fuch  a deviation  from  health,  as  to; 
verge  to  difeafe,  and  yet  preferve  the  ap- 
pearance of  found  health. 

The  body  of  a living  man,  or  of  any 
other  living  animal,  differs  only  from  the 
fame  fyflem  in  its  dead  flate,,  in  poffcfllng 
a certain  capability  of  being  adted  on,  by 
certain  external  powers  only,  or  by  fome 
adlions  peculiar  to  man,  and  internal  : 
This  property  extends  not  only  to  ani- 
mals, but  vegetables,  which  properly 
they  poffefs  in  different  degrees. 

The  external  powers  are  heat , which 
is  very  neceffary  for  fupporting  life ; air 
equally  neceffary,  either,  becaufe  it  com- 
municates heat  to  the  fyflem,  or  conveys 
away  what  is  fuperabundant;  this  is  alfo 
otherwife  neceflfary  for  the  fyflem,  as  it 
aflifls  perfpiration ; it  being  the  mofl 
proper  medium  to  be  applied  to  the  body, 
on  account  of  its  cleannefs. 

The  other  powers  are  meat,  drink,,  the 
chyle,  blood,  and  the  fluids,  feparated 

from 


OF  MEDICINE.  €y 

From  it ; mufcular  motion,  thought,  and 
the  affections  of  the  brain.  The  property 
on  which  thefe  powers  aCt,  is  denominated 
Excitability , or  a capability  of  being  aCted 
on  by  ffimulants.  The  ftimulants  them- 
felves  are  called  exciting  powers.  The 
common  effeCts  of  thefe  exciting  powers 
are,  fenfe,  motion,  the  exertion  of  the 
underftanding,  or  deep  thought,  and  the 
paffions  of  the  mind ; and,  I fay,  all  the 
foregoing  are  the  refult  or  confequence  of 
exciting  powers  and  an  excitable  principle. 

As  fome  of  thefe,  viz.  the  external, 
produce  their  effeCts  by  impulfe,  evident 
to  our  lenfes,  the  other,  the  internal,  muff 
produce  their  effeCts  in  the  fame  manner ; 
for,  as  the  effeCts  of  both  kinds  of  ffimuli 
are  the  fame,  we  are  to  conclude  that  the 
caufes  are  alfo  the  fame,  and  that  the 
ffimuli  of  air,  heat,  chyle,  blood,  6c c. 
muff  operate  as  the  ftimulus  of  mufcular 
(Contraction,  or  the  paffions  of  the  mind. 

The  effeCt  of  the  exciting  powers  aCting 
on  the  excitability  he  calls  excitement ; 
excitement  then  arifes  from  the  ftimulus  of 

I 2 the 


68  VARIOUS  SYSTEMS 


the  exciting  powers  acting  on  the  excitabi- 
lity, if  the  excitability  be  great,  the  ftimulus 
mud  be  fmall,  otherwife  the  excitement 
would  be  dangerous  and  the  reverfe.  Hence 
it  is  that  the  excitability  of  children  being 
great,  the  ftimulus  muft  be  fmall ; hence 
alfo  the  ftimulus  fhould  be  applied  ftrongly 
to  old  age,  as  then  the  excitability  is  de- 
cayed or  leflened. 

The  longer  the  exciting  powers  have 
been  applied,  and  the  greater,  the  more 
the  excitability  is  diminilhed,  and  that  in 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  and  continu- 
ance of  the  ftimulus  This  is  proved  by 
a temperate  perfon  converted  into  a drunk- 
ard : In  the  beginning,  he  can  bear  but 
little  ftimulus ; but  by  time  he  can  bear 
a much^greater  quantity,  becaufe,  in  the 
beginning,  his  excitability  being  high  and 
undiminhhed,  his  excitement  would  be 
intolerable,  if  much  ftimulus  was  applied 
to  him  i but  by  the  continuance  of  the 
ftimulus,  the  excitability  being  worn,  he 
can  bear  much  more  ftimulus,  and  that 
in  proportion  to  the  diminution  of  the 

excita- 
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excitability  j for  the  excitement  is  always 
in  a ratio  compounded  of  both, and  the  lefs 
the  exciting  powers  have  been  applied, 
the  excitability  mull:  be  proportionably 
greater. 

Therefore,  I fay,  the  fHmulus  fhould 
be  proportioned  to  the  prefent  habit  of 
the  body;  that  is,  if  the  excitability  be 
great,  the  ftimulus  fhould  be  proportioned 
firft  in  fmall  quantities,  and  then  gradu- 
ally encreafed  ; for  the  conftant  ufe  of  the 
ftimulus  leflens  the  excitability,  which  is 
neceftary  in  order  to  bring  the  excitability 
to  bear  a proper  proportion  to  the 
ftimulus.  The  only  circumftance  neceftary 
for  health  (on  the  other  hand)  is,  if  the 
excitability  be  decayed,  the  ftimulus 
fhould  be  encreafed  to  fupport  a fufficient 
excitement.  The  higheft  degree  of  exci- 
tability is  certain  death,  bccaufe  then  it 
cannot  admit  any  ftimulus,  and  therefore 
there  can  be  no  excitement. 

The  difparity  of  thefe  factors,  viz.  ex- 
citability and  ftimulus,  indicates  great 
debility,  becaufe  both  fhould  bear  a cer- 
tain 
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tain  proportion  to  each  other;  to  confti- 
tute  found  health,  one  of  thefe  caufes 
fhould  not  be  great,  and  the  other  fmall. 

A high  degree  of  excitability  requires 
a long  application  of  the  ftimulus ; for 
the  ftimulus  being  long  applied,  if  it  be 
properly  proportioned,  graduallydimimfhes 
the  excitability,  which  in  this  cafe  is  ne- 
ceflary.  In  youth,  the  excitability  is  very 
great ; in  old  age,  it  is  deficient, — in  the 
firft,  becaufe  little  or  no  ftimulus  has 
been  applied  to  the  excitability, — in  the 
laft,  becaufe  it  has  been  long  continued, 
and  therefore  the  excitability  muft  be 
much  worn  out. 

Great  excitability  indicates  weak  exy- 
eitement : in  this  cafe  both  fadtors  are 
unequal,  i.  e.  the  excitement  is 
weak  ; a great  excitement  indicates  mo- 
derate excitability,  becaufe  the  ftimulus 
is  proportioned  to  it  in  that  cafe.  The 
origin  of  death  and  diforder  is  two-fold, 
viz.  great  excitability  and  little  excitabi- 
lity, becaufe  too  great  excitablity  does  not 

admit 
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admit  of  a fdimulus  fufficient  for  life,  it 
is  the  fame  with  little  excitability. 

No  poifon  is  fedative,  as  is  generally 
imagined  by  phyficians,  all  are  fjtimulants 
in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  neither  miafma, 
contagion,  mephiticair,  nor  depreffing  paf- 
fions  are  ledatives.  This  proportion  may 
be  explained  two  ways ; firft  fuppofing 
all  thefe  poifons  to  be  the  mod  violent 
of  fdimuli,  in  that  cafe,  they  adding  on 
the  excitability  with  the  greatefl  vio- 
lence, throw  the  fyftem  into  indirect 
debility,  and  thus  bring  on  death,  or 
fecondly,  thefe  poifons  being  confidered 
as  fdimuli,  ftill  but  too  weak  to  add  fuf- 
ficientiy  on  the  excitability  fo  as  to  caufe 
fuch  an  excitement  as  is  neceffary  for  life. 
Poifons  either  do  not  confditute  • general 
idiopathic  diforders,  or  if  they  do,  they 
do  it  by  their  fdimulating  powers,  like  all 
other  fdimuli ; that  is,  they  mufd  produce 
their  effedds,  as  other  fdimuli  do. 

As  all  exciting  powers  confdantly  fdi- 
jnulate  fo  excitement  is  ended  two  ways 

the 
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the  one  is,  when  the  excitability  is  worn 
out  by  the  great  force  of  the  ftimulus, 
for  example,  a man  killed  by  too  violent 
labour ; in  that  cafe  the  ftimulus  of 
inufcular  motion  operating  too  violently, 
brings  on  fuch  a degree  of  excitement, 
as  is  incompatible  with  life,  in  which  cafe 
he  is  confequently  thrown  into  indirect  de- 
bility, this  when  encreafed  to  too  great  a 
degree  wears  out  the  excitability  i.  e. 
brings  on  death. 

This  end  of  excitement  which  arifes 
from  the  excitability  being  worn  out  by 
too  great  ftimulus,  can  be  either  momen- 
tary as  in  deep  or  perpetual  as  in  death 
in  the  firft  cafe  the  ftimulus  of  mufcular 
motion,  or  of  the  ingefta  brings  on  a 
tranfient  debility  which  is  removed,  by 
the  fwbdudtion  of  the  ftimulus,  viz.  by 
fleep,  and  by  digeftion  of  the  aliments. 
The  other  cafe  is,  when  the  powers  ap- 
plied operate  fo  violently  as  to  deftroy 
the  excitability  fuddenly,  then  death  is 
unavoidable. 


The 
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The  ftimuli  applied  are  two  fold,  firft, 
when  the  ftimulus  applied,  is  not  very 
violent  but  is  long  continued,  then  the 
continuance  of  the  ftimulus,  tho’  mode- 
rate brings  oii  in  a courfe  of  time  indirect 
debility  ; becaufe  the  application  of  the 
ftimulus,  for  a long  time;  tho'  not 
violent  makes  amends  for  its  deficiency 
in  magnitudei  This  is  exemplified  by 
old  men ; who*  tho’  not  ufing  exceffive 
ftimuli  through  the  courfe  of  life ; at  lafl 
fall  into  diredt  debility*  through  their 
long  ufe.  The  fecond  is  a violent 
ftimulus,  tho’  applied  but  fora  fhort  time, 
brings  on  fuddenly  indirect  debility  of 
the  greateft  degree  u e.  death,  for  ex- 
ample, a man  thunder-ftruck  dies  from 
the  fudden  application  of  the  moil 
violently  operating  power,  viz.  Eledtric 
fire. 

4 

The  more  powerfully  the  ftimuli  are 
applied  to  the  fyftem,  the  greater  will  be 
the  indiredt  debility ; becaufe  in  that  cafe 
the  excitability  muff  be  wafted  in  pro- 
portion to  the  magnitude  of  the  exciting 

K powers, 
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powers.  It  is  certain  that  one  ftimulus 
is  fufficient  for  bringing  on  any,  even  the 
greateft  degree  of  indirect  debility,  but 
the  more  numerous  the  powers  are,  the 
greater  is  the  degree  of  debility  that 
thence  refultsv 

The  nature  of  indi-red  debility  is  fuefr, 
that  powerful  ftimulr  are  neceflary  to 
bring  the  fyftem  to  a ftate.of  health,  ftili 
the  ftimuli  applied  in  order  to  bring  it 
back  muft  be  inferior  to  thofe,  that  firffc 
brought  on  the  debility,  for  if  they  were 
equal  to  them  or  fuperior,  it  would  be 
either  continuing  the  diforder  or  encreaf- 
ing  it,  therefore  a neceflity  of  leftening 
the  ftimuli  takes  place,  which  muft  be 
gradually  done,  according  as  the  exci- 
tability increafes*  until  each  arrive  at 
that  proportion  to  each  other,  which  is' 
neceflaryofor  health. 

The  reafon  why  the  ftimuli  are  not  to' 
be  withdrawn,  or  fuddenly  leflened,  is, 
becaufe  if  a very  fmall  ftimulus  was  ap- 
plied,  in  confequence  of  the  excitability 

being 
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being  too  much  diminished  from  the 
proceeding  Stimuli,  an  excitement  necef- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  life,  would  not 
refult  from  applying  the  exciting  powers 
in  fuch  degree.  In  cafe  of  direct  debility 
the  exciting  powers  muft  be  applied  in  a 
low  degree  and  gradually  encreafed  until 
the  fyftem  arrives  by  degrees  at  the  pro- 
per Standard  of  excitement.  This  is  in- 
tirely  neceffary,  becaufe  then  the  ex- 
citability of  the  fyStem  is  fo  much 
encreafed,  that  if  the  exciting  powers 
were  applied,  in  even  a moderate  degree, 
the  excitement,  thence  refulting  would 
prove  deleterious.  But  by  graduating 
the  application  of  the  exciting  powers, 
and  thereby,  in  a Similar  proportion  lef- 
fening  the  excitability  at  laft,  that  pro- 
portion between  both,  fo  neceSTary  for 
health,  will  refult,  ;.  e.  proper  exciter 
ment 

When  the  excitability  is  highly  en- 
creafed, it  is  a general  law  in  the  fyftem, 
that  the  excitement  is  diminished,  in  con- 
ference of  the  diminution  of  the  ftimu- 
K 2 lus, 
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lus,  hunger,  reft,  deprefting  paflions,  and 

the  fubdudtion  of  the  other  ftimuli  ftievy 

■ . . . . \ , ' 

this,  viz  that  the  excitability  is  encreaf- 
ed,  and  the  excitement  proportionally  left 
fened.  Cold,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
the  diminution  of  heat,  fometimes  leems  to 
recover  the  fyftem j this  happens  when  the 
excitement  is  great,  from  a great  ftimu- 
lus } in  that  cafe  cold  being  a debili- 
tant  diminifhes  the  ftimulus,  and  thus 
leftens  the  excitement.  But  the  operation 
of  cold,  on  a fyftem  abounding  with  ex- 
citability, proves  deftrudtive,  becaufe,  it 
encreafes  more  and  more,  the  excitability 
already  too  abundant  and  leftens  the  little 
remaining  ftimulus. 

In  extreme  old  age,  as  well  as  extreme 
infancy  the  ftimulus  muft  be  applied  in 
very  fmall  quantity,  but  for  very  oppofite 
reafons ; in  the  firft  cafe,  becaufe  if  any 
conftderable  ftimulus  was  applied  it 
would  utterly  deftroy  the  little  excitabili- 
ty that  remains ; in  the  other  cafe,  becaufe 
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jf  a confiderable  ftimulus  was  thrown  intp 
the  fyftem  the  excitement  thence  refulting 
would  be  too  great,  as  the  excitability  is 
accumulated. 

A great  defeat  of  any,  or  of  all  the 
ftimuli,  brings  on  death  in  confequence 
of  an  end  being  put,  by  that  means,  to 
excitement,  the  want  of  air  is  deftrudive, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  utility  in  fup- 
porting  life,  by  refpiration,  but  alfo 
becaufe  it  is  a necefTary  medium  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  fuperficies  of  the  body. 

The  fubdudion  of  other  fiimuli  does 
Xict  prove  fo  fuddenly  diftrudive  to  the 
fyftem,  as  the  fubdu<ftion  of  air.  The 
fymptoms  that  follow  the  fubdudidn  of 
proper  ftimuli  are  languor,  debility, 
naufea,  vomiting,  fpafm,  convulfions, 
delirium,  colliquative  fweats,  and*»dircd 
debility. 

When  the  fyftem  is  in  a flate  of  in- 
dired  debility,  powers  diredly  debilitat- 
ing are  not  to  be  applied,  becaufe  the  ex- 
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'citement  neceffary  for  life,  which  has 
been  before  leftened  by  the  excitability 
being  highly  diminiflied,  would,  by  the 
fubdudtion  of  ftimuli,  or  by  the  ufe  of 
directly  debilitating  powers,  be  intirely 
deftroyed,  therefore  the  application  of 
highly  debilitating  the  fyftem,  in  fuch  a 
cafe  is  altogether  improper.  When  in  old 
2ge,  the  excitability  very  much  decreafes, 
then  the  excitement  is  to  be  fupported  by 
ftimulant  powers  $ but  however  thefe 
ftimulant  powers  may  be  applied,  death 
muft  at  laft  be  the  conlequence,  in  as 
much  as,  then  the  highly  exciting  powers 
mull  be  applied  to  fuftain  the  excitement, 
and  as  the  excitability  muft  be  leftened  in 
proportion  to  the  application  of  fuch 
powers,  from  this  it  follows,  that  in  ex- 
treme old  age,  the  ftimuli  muft  be  ap- 
plied in  a moderate  degree,  fufficient  only 
to  fuftain  tbe  excitement,  and  alfo  with  a 
view  of  preferving  the  little  remaining 
portion  of  excitability  in  the  fvftem. 

Thus  dire 61  debility  is  to  be  cured  by 
the  application  of  a fmall  ftimulus  in  the 
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beginning;  as  otherwife,  the  excitement 
would  be  too  great,  the  excitability  being 
then  accumulated  ; afterwards  the  flimulus 
is  to  be  raifed  proportionally. 

From  thefe  it  folio ws*  that  a very 
fmall  flimulus  is  to  be  applied  in  extreme 
youth,  and  in  extreme  old  age.  In  in- 
direct debility,  the  flimulus  is  to  be  firfl 
applied  powerfully,  and  then  gradually 
leffened  for  reafons  before  mentioned. 

The  cure  of  direct  debility  is  more  eafy 
than  the  cure  of  the  indirect,  becaufe,  in 
the  former  we  can  continue  an  excite- 
ment neceffary  for  life;  by  the  well 
regulated  application  of  flimuli,  which  is 
in  our  power:  but  the  cure  of  the  indirect 
is  more  difficult,  nay,  fometimes  out  of 
human  power;  becaufe  it  is  very  hard  to 
recover  the  excitable  quality  in  the  fyftem 
when  it  is  once  leffened,  and  impoffibie, 
when  totally  worn  out. 

Different  animals  poffefs  different  de- 
grees of  excitability  ; it  even  varies  in  the 
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lame  animal  at  different  times.  This  a- 
rifes  from  the  different  degrees  of  it  im- 
planted originally  in  each  animal  by  the 
Sovereign  Power,  and  alfo  on  the  different 
quantity  of  Itimuli  applied  to  the  animal : 
for,  if  a great  deal  of  flimuli  was  applied, 
the  excitability  muff  be  proportionably 
lefsj  confequently,  it  muft  vary  in  the 
fame  animal  at  different  times  or  periods 
of  life. 


Of  the  Seat  0/ Excitability. 

excitability  is  feated  in  the  ner- 
JL  vous  fyftem  and  the  mufcular  fibres. 
This  excitable  principle  implanted  by  the 
creative  power,  is  a property  which  is  the 
fame  throughout  all  thofe  parts j it  is  10- 
divifibk  i does  not  confifl  of  parts,  but  in- 
heres, as  a fim pie  quality  infeparable  from 
the  mufcles  and  nerves  during  life.  By 
this  quality,  and  not  by  the  fictitious 
motion  of  a nervous  fluid,  or  the  vibratory 
pul  1 e s of  electricity,  fenfation  and  motion 
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ale  effedled  in  an  inftant  of  time,  vtfhen 
this  indivilible  excitable  quality  is  ope- 
rated on  by  exciting  powers.  A ftimulus, 
applied  to  a part  of  the  nervous  fyftem  or 
mufclcs,  effects  in  an  inftant  this  excita- 
ble principle  throughout,  but  does  riot  pafs 
in  fucceilion  from  one  part  to  another. 

However,  any  of  the  exciting  powers 
operating  on  any  particular  part,  affedts 
the  whole  excitability,  but  more  efpecially 
the  part  to  which  it  is  applied  ; neverthe- 
lefs,  the  affcdtion  of  the  fyflem  in  general* 
arifing  ftom  the  operation  of  a ftimulus 
applied  to  the  excitability  diffufed  through 
the  whole  body,  is  by  far  greater  than  the 
affedlion  of  the  part  affedtedv 

The  excitement  of  the  part  immediately 
aftedled,  and  alfo  of  the  remainder  of  the 
body,  can  be  calculated,  and  the  propor- 
tion of  fueh  excitement  eftimated,  by 
comparing  the  magnitude  of  the  part  af- 
fedled with  the  magnitude  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  body.  This  is  proved  by 
the  operation  of  noxious  powers  on  a part 

L whence 
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whence  the  whole  fyftem  is  affedted  y this  is- 
alfo  confirmed  by  fal  utary  applications  made 
to  the  general  fyftem,  in  diforders,  when 
particular  parts  only  appear  to  be  aflfedted, 
neverthelefs,  the  part  affedted  is  more 
difeafed  than  any  other  given  equal  part 
of  the  body.  That  one  part  of  the  fyftem 
is  or  may  be  in  a higfterAftate  of  excite- 
ment than  another,  appears  by  the  fweat 
on  the  forehead  in  conference  of  hard 
labour,  by  the  inflammation  of  particular 
parts,  as  of  the  membranes  of  the  head* 
by  obftrudted  perfpiration  which  may  a- 
rife  from  too  great  a tone  of  the  extreme 
veflels,  -os-a  clammy  fwoat.  Sweat  C3n  be' 
obftrudted  by  a phlogiftic  diathefes  or  an 
afthenic.  In  the  firft  cafe,  the  fibre  is  too 
denfe,  and  the  ex^tement^roportionably 
great ; in  the  latter,^  ofi  account  of  the 
debility  of  the  heart.  As  the  operation  of 
the  exciting  powers  either  proper,  too  great, 
or  too  fmall,  is  diredted  more  to  one  part 
than  another  * fo  the  excitement  in  that 
part,  muft  be  in  the  fame  proportion, 
and  never  the  reverfe.  For,  as  the  exciting 
powers  are  always  the  fame,  and  the  exci- 
tability. 
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tability,  in  the  part  operated  on,  the  fame, 
the  excitementmuftbeinthefame  propor- 
tion; thefamecaufes  muftalw  ays  produce 
the  fame  effects ; therefore,  the  excitement 
is  not  encreafed  in  the  part,  by  the  excite- 
ment in  the  whole  fyftem  being  leffened, 
or  even  remaining  unaltered ; nor  is  the  ge- 
neral excitement  encreafed,  while  the  ex- 
citement of  the  part  is  leffened ; in  this 
cafe,  there  is  no  difference,  but  in  the 
magnitude  of  the  excitement  in  different 
parts;  other  wife  the  fame  caufe  would  pro- 
duce different  effects.  General  difeafes 
have  no  particular  feat  in  the  body ; for 
they  are  diffufed  thro'  the  fyftem,  as  the 
excitability  which  is  generalis  affe&ed. 

\ 

A DIGRESSION. 

THE  fyftem  of  phyfic  eftablifhed  byAf- 
cJepiades , was  deduced  from  the  then 
reigning  philofophy  of  Epicurus , which 
fuppofed  that  every  thing  was  compofed 
of  pores  and  Atoms . He  confituted  three 
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fpecies  of  diforders,  the-firft  of  laxity,  th® 
fecond  of  obftrudtion,  the  third  mixed  j 
the  firft  he  fuppofed  may  arife  from  two 
caufes,  viz.  when  the  pores  were  too  wide, 
tho’  the  atoms  were  fufficiently  large, 
or  when  the  atoms  were  too  fmall,  tho’  the 
pores  were  of  a proper  fize.  The  2d.  clai§ 
he  ajfo  divided  into  two,  viz.  when  the 
atoms  were  too  large,  tho’  the  pores  were 
of  proper  dimenfions,  or  the  atoms  may' 
be  of  juft  magnitude,  but  the  pores  too 
fmall.  The  third  clafs  was  compounded 
of  both.  ’From  this  it  appears,  that  he 
referred  thecaufeof  diforders  to  the  foiids> 
which  has  been  the  fpring  of  many  er? 
rors  in  phyfic. 

But  to  return,  it  was  obferved,  that 
general  difeafes  have  no  particular  feat 
in  the  body,  ftill  there  is  an  inequality  of 
excitement,  in  conlequence  of  tbeftimulus 
operating  more  on  one  part  than  on  the  reft. 
Nor  is  one  part  firft  affedted,  and  that  af- 
fection gradually  communicated  to  the 
whole  fyftem,  according  to  the  vulgar  no- 
tion. Becaule,  as  foon  as  the  excitability 
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is  in  one  part  afF~dted,  it  is  throughout  in-? 
rtantly  afFcdted  in  a fimilar  manner,  on  ac- 
count of  its  indivilibilitv.  Befides  it  is 

J 

impoffible  to  conceive  how  one  fpot 
could  be  afFcdted  only,  without  a greater 
portion  of  the  iyftem.  As  in  pleuritis*,  it 
is  im;  ofiible  to  think  that  the  breadth  of 
a fhiliing  could  fuffcr  only,  arid  that  this 
final  l part  fhouid. gradually  produce  a ge- 
neral afFedlion  ; alio,  it  can  be  proved,  that 
every  difeafe,  which,  according  to  phvfi- 
cians,  from  a topical,  produces  auniverfal 
affection,  was  firft  a general  one,  and  that 
the  afFedlion  of  the  part  was  fublequent  to 
the  general  afFedlion.  Every  inflammation  is 
then  nothing  elle,  than  a fymptom  follow- 
ing  a general  afFedlion  ; this  is  fully  con- 
firmed by  the  general  applications  which 
alone  are  ufeful  indifeafesof  this  kind,  as  in 
the  cure  of  pleuritis,  &c.  which  are  cured 
by  the  antiphlogiftic  pian.  In  every  ge- 
neral difeafe,  every  topical  aflrdtion,  how- 
ever formidable,  is  then  to  be  confidered  as 
only  a part  of  a general  afFedlion,  with  this 
difference,  that  the  part  is  a little  more  af- 
fedled  than  an  equal  part  of  the  relb  of  the 

body 
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body.  Therefore,  in  this  cafe,  the  remer 
dies  fhould  be  applied  to  the  fyftem  in  ge? 
neral.  The  contradile  power  of  muf- 
cles  is  always  in  proportion  to  the  excite- 
ment, this  is  proved  by  the  phenomena  of 
good  and  bad  health,  and  by  the  operati- 
pnof  exciting  powers,  &c. 

Phyficians  define  Mobility * to  be  that 
ftate  of  the  fyftem,  in  which  there  exifts 
the  greateft  debility,  together  with  a great 
propenfity  to  motion.  Such  a ftate  cannot 
exift;  for  there  can  be  no  facility  of  motion, 
without  a proportional  ftrength  of  the 
moving  powers ; but  this  ftrength  is  in 
proportion  to  the  excitement,  and  debility 
is  a diminifhed  excitement  j therefore 
there  cannot  be  diminifhed  and  proper  or 

great 

* The  difeafes  in  which  Mobility  has  been  fiippofcd 
chiefly  to  exift,  are  thofe  commonly  denominated  Ner- 
vous Diforders  j and  females  of  delicate  fyftcms  and 
itrong  paflions,  are  generally  remarkably  affected  with 
fuch  difeafes  as  alfo  the  fedentary  or  ftudious,  of  both 
fexes. 

In  females  it  Thews  itfelf  by  hyfleric,  fpafmodic,  and 
convulfive  affections,  in  paroxjfms,  called  hyfteric  fits. 
Thefe  are  generally  preceded  by  a pain  of  the  forehead^ 
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great  excitement  in  the  fyftem  at  the  fame 
time.  For,  it  is  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  nature,  that  the  moving  powers  fhould 
be  diminiilhed,  and,  notwithftanding,  per- 
form their  motions  with  greater  facility 
than  before.  We  mud  then  refer  all 
diiorders  of  great  mobility,  as  convulfl- 
ons,  tremors,  &c.  to  debility  as  a caufe, 
and  cure  them  by  proportionably  exciting 
powers.  In  order  to  account  for  this  mo- 
bility, pbyficians  fancied,  that  too  great  a 
quantity  of  the  nervous  fluid  ruflied  into 

the 

temples,  or  eyes,  with  an  effufion  of  tears,  and  a dim- 
nefs  of  fight,  a dulnefs  of  the  fenfes,  an  univerfal  lan-< 
gor,  liftleffnefs,  and  anxious  opprefled  breathing,  cof- 
tivenefs,  and  a ftrong  ftimulus  to  urine  frequently,  and 
the  urine  is  voided  clear  as  water. 

An  intenfe  pain  of  the  loins  enfues,  with  violent  fhi- 
verings,  and  chilnsfs  : the  belly  is  hard  and  inflated  ;• 
the  navel  is  drawn  inward,  fo  as  to  leave  a confiderable 
cavity  ; a lenfation  is  perceived,  as  of  a ball  arifing 
from  the  lower  belly  to  the  hypochondres,  diaphragm, 
and  throat.  A tremor  and  palpitation  of  the  heart 
quickly  fucceeds  with  a hard,  unequal,  and  fometimes 
intermitting  pulfe.  The  extremities  grow  cold  ; the 
fauces  are  ftraitened,  and  the  patient  feems  in  danger 
of  being  ftrangied.  The  face  becomes  generally  pale,' 


68  VARIOUS  SYSTEMS 


the  part,  and  caufed  this  violent  excite- 
ment ; or  they,  to  mend  the  matter,  laid  it 
Was  the  nervous  power. * This  inability  they 
divided  into  mobility  with  plethora,  and 
mobility  without  it,  5cc.  The  truth  is,  that 

the 

forr.etimes  red  and  turgid  with  blood  : the  voice  is  loft  ; 
and  the  pulfe  is  now  fcarcely  to  be  perceived  ; fo 
great  is  the  ftridfure  of  the  belly,  as  not  only  to  pre- 
vent the  dii'charge  of  the  flatulences,  but  the  admiffion 
of  clyfters.  In  fome,  the  head  and  limbs  are  convulfed  ; 
others  lie  in  a deep  fleep,  without  fenfe  or  motion. 
Some  burft  into  immoderate  laughter,  and.  on  recover- 
ing their  fpeech,  fpeak  delirioufly.  Some  are  feized 
with  violent  cardialgic  pains  and  enormous  vomitings. 

The  paroxvfm  for  the  moft  part,  foon  goes  dff,  with 
eruftations,  and  rumbling  in  the  belly  ; leaving  a lan- 
guor and  heavinefs  of  the  whole  body.  Sometimes  it 
has  continued  fo  long,  that  the  patient  has  been  held 
tor  dead,  and  even  actually  buried.  1 he  hyllcrical 
and  hypochondriacal  difeafes,  have  been  erreueoufly 
confounded  ; though  they  have  feveral  fymptoms  in 
common  ; the  fudden  attacks,  lofs  of  fenfe  and  motion, 
conftant  inclination  to  urine,  retra&ion  of  the  abdo- 
minal mufcles,  intenfe  coldnefs  of  the  lumbar  region, 
tcarce  to  be  abated  by  the  application  of  warm  cloaths  ; 
the  fenfation,  as  of  a ball,  arifing  from  the  belly,  a vi- 
olent fixed  pain  confined  to  a fmall  fpot  ol  the  head, 
and  the  abatement  of  all  the  fymptoms  from  the  fmell  of 
burnt  feathers,  are  diftinguifhing  phenomena  of  the 
h)ftctic  paflion.  The  hypochondriacal  often  changes 
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the  debility  is  general ; but  the  ftimulus 
is  applied  more  powerfully  to  the  part  af- 
Fe&ed,  than  to  any  other  part,  E.  G.  in 
byfteria  and  fpafms  of  the  inreftinal  canal, 

M the 

into  melancholy,  a fcurvy,  a flow  fever,  or  the  morbus 
riger  ; the  hyfteric  into  epilepfy.  a mortal  fyncope,  a 
furor  uterinus,  or  acute  fever  j wherever  it  proves  fatal, 
it  is  fay  an  epileptic  or  apopledtic  fit,  that  the  patient 
is  carried  off.  On  aifledling  thofe  who  have  died  of  hy- 
pocondriafis,  the  liver,  fpleen,  and  pancreas,  are  found 
indurated,  fcirrhous,  or  corrupted  ; in  hyfteric  perfons, 
the  uterus  and  ovaria  are  chiefly  afFedted  ; the  latter, 
in  particular,  are  often  furprifingly  diftended. 

The  true  hyfteric  paffion,  though  violent  and  alarm- 
ing, is  not  very  dangerous,  unlefs  improperly  treated, 
or  when  the  patient  is  weak,  and  a valetudinarian.  No 
difeafe,  however,  is  more  liable  to  be  attended  with 
epileptic  fymptorns  ; and,  when  produced  at  firft,  from 
injuries,  in  abortion,  or  in  'child-birth,  it  is  apt  to  re- 
turn, from  the  flighted  caufe  affedting  the  nervous /yf- 
tem.  Often  alfo*  the  hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal 
difeafes  are  completed  together  ; and,  in  this  cafe,  prove 
commonly  lading,  and  difficult  of  cure. 

For  a further  account  of  thefe  difordersj  fee  the  me- 
thod of  diftinguifhing  difeafes,  under  the  title  Common 
Diagnofis,  and  the  cure  of  Afthenic  Difeafes,  &c.  and 
particularly,  the  Hyfteria,  both  mild  and  fevere — The 
two  latter  will  be  found  in  the  fecond  vol.  of  this  work, 
and  the  others  in  this. 
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the  debility  prevails  all  over  the  frame,  bnt 
a violent  ftimulus  operates  on  it,  as  of  air. 
Or  crude  and  indigefted  victuals.  This- 
debility  is  the  confequence  of  a long  relax- 
ation, which  is  in  proportion  to  the  defi- 
ciency of  excitement  j but,  as  I faid  be- 
fore, a facility  of  motion,  without  pow- 
er, commonly  called  mobility,  does  not 
at  all  exift ; for  that  a moving  power 

fhould  be  diminished,  and  at  the  fame 
time  alfo  perform  motions,  with  more 

than  ufual  promptitude  and  eafe,  is  repug- 
nant to  the  general  laws  of  things. 

Confequently,  tremor,  convulfions,  and 
all  fuch  affections,  are  to  be  imputed  to 
debility,  as  a caufe,  and  to  be  removed  by 
ftimulants.  Too  great  ftimulants  to  apart 
become  noxious ; but  the  caufe  of  fpafm  is 
not  to  be  admitted  of  as  depending  on  vi- 
gour : this  aCtion  is  a continued  one,  and 
deficient  rather  than  a great  one  ; inafmuch 
as  it  is  a great  contraction  depending  on  the 
local  ftimulus  of  diftenfion,  or  l'omething 
of  that  nature;  it  confifts  in  diminished 
excitement,  is  deftitute  of  drength,  and 

i's 
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is  laftly  removed  by  ftimulant  remedies, 
as  will  be  hereafter  proved. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  pain  proceeds 
from  both  diathefis,  in  all  the  different 
parts  of  the  body,  as  in  the  head,  the 
bread,  loins,  bowels,  &c.  ariling  from  both 
kinds  of  difeafe,  viz.  afthenic  and  phlo- 
giftic  j and  a'fo  that  inflammations  are 
equally  fo,  arifing  either  from  a phlogiftic 
or  aflhenic  diathefis.  The  effects  of  the 
afthenic  are  to  diminifh  the  functions  by 
debilitating  j neverthelefs,  they  often  ex- 
hibiting a falfe  appearance  of  real  inflam- 
mation, fhould  be,  with  the  greateft  cau- 
tion afeertained,  and  guarded  againft. — 
Spafms  are  no  more  than  contractions  of 
mufcular  fibres,  which,  for  want  of  due 
excitement,  do  not  recover  theiralternating 
date  of  dilation,  but  always  are  contracted  : 
this  ftate  arifes  from  debility.  If  a pro- 
per excitement  could  always  be  preferved 
in  the  fyftem,  man  would  live  forever: 
but  for  two  caufes  this  cannot  take  place. 
Firft,  becaufe  the  quantity  of  excitability, 
which  every  animal  acquires  at  its  origin, 
M 2 
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is  gradually  worn  out  by  the  force  of  na- 
tural Rimuli?  Rich  as.  the  blood,  &c.  or 
by  the  force  of  difeafes  or  other  exciting 
powers.  Secondly,  the  aRhenic  difeafe 
puts  an  end  to  the  excitement ; becaufe, 
in  that  cafe,  for  want  of  a due  quantity  of 
exciting  powers,  the  excitability  is  fo  en- 
creafed,  as  to  deftroy  life.  From  all  this 
it  is  evident  that  animal  life  is  a forced 
Rate:  this  is  made  manifeft  by  refpiration, 
which  is  an  adtion  neceffary  for  animal 
life,  but  Rill  is  forced. 


Of  Predisposition. 

IT  is  an  intermediate  Rate  between 
good  and  bad  health  ; or  it  is  a devia- 
tion from  that  Randard  which  conRitutes 
found  health. 

The  fame  powers  which  conftitute  dif- 
eafe,  conRitute  a propeniity,  by  adtingin  a 
higher  or  lefs  degree,  or  applied  for  a 
Riorter  or  longer  time.  In  either  cafe*, 

the 
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the  exciting  powers  are  the  fame,  only 
operating  in  a lefs  or  greater  degree;  for 
they  operate  on  the  excitability  in  the 
lame  manner  which  thofe  conftimti'ng 
difeafe  do. 

Before  a difeafe  comes  on,  a predifpo- 
fition  muft  precede  it;  for,  a deviation 
from  health  muft  pafs  through  the  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  predifpofttion,  before  a 
difeafe  is  conftituted. 

It  may  be  objected  to  this  theory,  that 
lorne  fpecies  of  contagion  aflault  and  de- 
ltroy  the  fyftem  f o fudderdy,  as  to  leave 
no  time  for  a predifppiition  previously  to 
come  on. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  it  may  be  faid,  that 
the  fadts  related  of  the  fudden  deftrudtive 
operation  of  the  plague,  are  probably  mif- 
reprefented  ; and  even  if  they  were  true, 
the  time  of  predifpofition  muft  exift  pre- 
vious to  the  difeafe,  though  it  ftiould  not 
exceed  a minute. 


When. 
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When  the  contagious  matter  is  not  the 
chief  agent  in  the  diforder,  according  to 
the  abfurd  notion  of  phyficians,  it  is  the 
predifpofltion ; for  if  contagious  mat- 
ter Should  be  applied  to  a fyftem  not 
predifpoled,  a difeafe  would  not  refult 
from  fuch  an  application  ; or  if  any,  it 
will  be  merely  local,  as  for  example, 
when  children  in  the  fmall  pox  fuck  the 
breafts  of  their  mothers  or  nurfes,  they 
will  have  afew  puftules.* 

In  diforders  of  contagion,  the  time  of 
predifpofltion  will  be  longer  or  fhorter, 
in  proportion  to  the  Slate  of  the  fyStem, 
and  the  violence  of  the  contagious  matter. 
The  contagious  matter  adds  like  every 
other  exciting  power,  either  producing  an 
encreafed  or  diminished  excitement,  and 
muft  be  understood  to  operate  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  to  be  cured  by  the  fame 
means;  as  like  effects  flow  from  like 
caufes. 

In  order  to  distinguish  between  general 
and  local  difeafes,  there  can  be  no  better 

distinguishing 
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diftinguifhing  mark,  than  that  in  the 
former  a predifpofition  always  takes  place, 
and  in  the  latter  none. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  fometimes 
a general  aiforder  may  take  place,  without 
a predifpofition,  i.  e.  when  it  proceeds 
from  a local  affedtion.  Poifons  operating 
on  a particular  part',  fuch  as  the  ftomach, 
mull  be  confidered  as  local  at  firft,  and 
affedting  the  whole  excitability,  and 
thereby  producing  a general  difeafe.  The 
cure  is  to  be  locally  applied,  if  in  our 
power,  by  a timely  rejedtion  or  removal 
of  the  irritating  matter,  in  cafe  of 
poifons. 


Of  the  Diagnosis. 

THE  danger  of  all  difeafes,  and  their 
vehemence,  is  in  diredt  proportion 
to  the  magnitude  or  deficiency  of  excite- 
ment ; which  alone  makes  the  difference. 
The  particular  feat  of  diforders>  which, 

in 
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in  reality,  is  but  a part  of  a general  affec- 
tion, gives  rife  to  the  different  names  and 
varieties  of  thefe  di (orders,  viz.  one  part 
is  fomewhat  more  affeded  than  another 
given  equal  part,  tho*  the  diforder  is  ge- 
neral throughout  the  fyftem ; but  this  va- 
riety of  its  feat,  is  not  very  much  attended 
to  in  the  cure.  The  magnitude  of  the 
affedion  of  a particular  part,  is  not  to  be 
fo  much  confidered  as  the  general  affedion. 
The  only  diagnofis  of  any  moment  is,  that 
whereby  we  oiftinguifh  general  difeafes 
from  local,  or  fymptomatic  ones,  which 
lad  difeafesf,  ometimes  difturb  the  whole 
f}  flem,  and  thus  put  on  the  appearance  of 
general  diforder  ; the  greateft  help  we  can 
have,  to  difcover  if  the  diforder  be  gener- 
al, is  to  confider  if  the  diathefis  of  the  pa- 
tient was  fitted  for  an  aflhenic,  or  phlo- 
giftic  general  diforder  ; if  the  diforder, 
which  imnhediately  followed  luch  a general 
predifpo'fition,  is  limilar  to  the  preceding 
tiiathefis ; alfo,  if  the  remedies  ufed  to 
cure  the  general  affedion,  proved  nfeful 
or  not,  viz.  if  the  diforder  is  aflhentic, 
anu  that  debilitating  remedies- did  harm. 
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we  mud  conclude  that  it  is  fuch,  and  the 
reverfe. 

We  know  that  a diforder  is  local,  by 
knowing  that  a particular  part  was  pri- 
marily affedted  by  fome  known  caufe,  that 
the  repetition  of  that  caufe  affedts  the  fyf- 
tem,  as  often  as  it  is  applied  to  it;  alfo, 
by  the  abfence  of  a preceding  diathefis  in 
the  patient,  to^the  diforder,  which  the 
local  one  refembles ; the  abfence  of  this 
diathefis,  or  even  if  it  did  exift,  and  that 
a local  injury  was  applied;  I fay,  the 
abfence  of  the  diathefis  proves  it  to  be  a 
local  affedtion.* 

In  order  to  obtain  a knowledge  of  local 
diforders,  anatomy  is  necefiary,  as  general 
diforders  very  often  leave  as  effedts,  inju- 
ries of  fome  of  the  inteftines,  or  vifcera  * 
therefore,  the  more  general  affedtions  the 
patient  laboured  under,  the  more  we  arc 
to  fufpedt,  that  the  injuries  of  thefe  vifce- 
ra, are  the  effedts  of  thefe  fcveral  ge- 
neral diforders.  This  will  help  to  guide 
our  judgment,  relative  to  apparent  local 

N injuries 
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injuries  difcovered  on  diffedtion  and  in- 
cline us  to  fuppofe,  that  they  are  effects  of 
general,  and  not  of  local  difeafes. 


Of  the  Prognosis, 

S predifpofition  to  difeafe,  or  difeafes 


themfelves,  confift  in  different  de- 
grees of  aflhenic  or  phlogiftic  diathefis, 
and.  as  the  powers  which  conftitute  either 
diathefis,  adt  fomewhat  more  on  one  part 
than  on  another  therefore,  the  danger  of 
the  predifpofition,  and  alfo  of  the  difeafe, 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of 
the  diathefis,  or  the  utility  of  the  part, 
viz.  if  it  be  an  organ  neceffary  for  liTe  as 
the  lungs,  the  brain,  or  its  membranes, 
altho’  the  difeafe,  all  over  the  fyftem,  be 
not  great.  Rill  the  danger  will  be  confide- 
rable,  as  a flight  injury  of  thefe  organs 

would  prove  fatal. On  the  contrary,  if 

the  difeafe  affedting  the  whole  fyftem  be 
great,  and  that  the  part  moftly  affedted  is 
not  very  neceffary  for  life,  we  are  not  to 
apprehend  fo  dangerous  confequences,  as 
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in  the  former  cafe.  But  if  the  diforder 
be  equally  diffufed,  and  proportionabiy 
diftributed  throughout  the  body,  without 
one  part  being  much  affedted ; in  that  cafe, 
our  prognofis  may  be  favourable. — From 
the  above,  it  appears,  that  peripneumony, 
the  gout,  eryfipelas,  and  apoplexy,  are 
often  fatal  difeafes,  becaufe  they  frequently 
affault  organs  immediately  eflential  to  life. 


Of  the  method  of  Cure. 

AS  afthenic  and  phlogiflic  difeafes  con- 

fifb  in  fuperabundant  or  deficient  . 
excitement,  the  intention  of  cure  mufl 
be  to  diminifh  the  latter,  andencreafe  the 
former;  until  a proper  medium. of  excite- 
ment, is  brought  about. 

As  the  fame  powers,  all  of  the  fame 
kind,  and  operating  exadtly  after  the  fame 
manner,  varying  only  in  magnitude,  con- 
conftitute  both  forms  of  difeafes  ; fo  thefe 
difeafes  are  removed  by  the  fame  operating 
powers,  encreafed  or  diminifhed  to  a certain 
• N 2 degree 
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degree  contrary  to  that  which  induced  the 
difeafe ; in  the  one  the  excitement  muft  be 
railed,  ip  the  other  diminished.  The 
remedies,  in  a phlogiftic  diathefts,  are 
ftimulating  powers  applied  in  a lefs  degree 
than  is  neceflary  for  health,  viz.  debili- 
tants.  The  remedies  in  the  afthenic  are 
the  fame,  applied  in  a greater  degree  than 
is  neceftary  for  health,  viz.  ftimulants. 
Thefe  powers  are  to  be  applied  more  or 
lefs,  as  the  the  excitement,or  the  af- 
fection of  the  part  which  depends  on 
that  excitement  points  out.  Allb,  we 
fhould  make  choice  of  thefe  ftimulant 
powers,  fo  as  to  apply  the  mod:  powerful 
in  order  to  remove  the  molt  vehement  af- 
fections; but  we  are  never  to  commit  the 
cure  of  a vehement  afthenic  difeafe  to  one 
ftimulant  power  only  ; many,  nay  all,  are 
often  to  be  applied  ; and  in  a violent  phlo- 
giftic  difeafe,  venasfeCtion  alone  is  infuffi- 
cient,  altho’  it  is  of  all  others  the  molt  de- 
bilitating power  becaufe,  though  it  may 
depletethe  larger  blocd  vcftels,  its  efteCtwill 
not  reach  thefmaller,  or  the  ferous,  mucous, 
and  exhalant  ones  j in  that  cafe,  powers 

that 


OF  MEDICINE. 


IOI 


that  will  more  immediately  empty  them, 
muft  be  applied,  as  purgatives ; in  like 
manner,  in  highly  afthenic  cafes,  as  I faid 
before,  one  ftimulant  is  not  fufhcient;  as 
tho’  I give  opium,  and  other  ftimulants,  it 
will  alfo  often  be  neceflary  alfo  to  apply 
heat  to  the  lurface ; nor  are  we  to  apply 
thefe  powers  to  one  particular  fpot,  from  a 
fuppofition  that  it  is  the  feat  of  the  aif- 
eale;  no  the  application  muft  be  to  the 
fyftem  in  general. 

The  reafon,  why  more  that  one  power 
fhould  be  applied  for  the  cure  of  difeafes, 
is,  that  the  excitability  may  be  the  more 
fully  and  equably  affedted.  It  is-  true, 
that  any  power  applied  affedts  the  excita- 
bility throughout,  yet  ftill  the  part,  to 
which  it  is  immediately  applied,  is  more 
excited  than  other  parts.  If  any  fymp- 
tom,  of  a well  known  and  certain  indica- 
tion, is  connedted  with  others  of  a quite 
contrary  indication,  we  are  not  to  judge 
of  this  well  known  fymptom  by  the  con- 
courle  of  the  other  fallible  fymptoms, 
but  we  muft  judge  of  the  concourfe  by 
thofe  fymptoms,  becaufe  the  one  is  certain 

and 
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and  the  other  uncertain ; thus  for  in- 
stance, in  a Typhus *,  altho’  it  be  attended 
without  dilirium,  heat,  quicknefs  of 
pui’fe,  third:,  &c.  yet,  if  there  appears  a 
real  debility,  we  are  to  be  guided  by  it  in 
our  application.  This  is  evident  in  cafes 
of  dyfpepfia *,  where  bleeding  is  ordered, 
and  vegetable  diet,  which  prove  injurious. 
It  is  true  fuch  perverfe  treatment  may 
afford  a temporary  relief,  but  drill  it 
heightens  the  diforder  afterwards.  This 
apborifm , of  Hipppcrates’  is  true,  viz. 
perfons  liable  to  belfh  up  acids,  are  not 
fubjedt  to  pleurify,  i.  e.  thofe  that  ex- 
hibit a certain  fymptom  of  debility,  are 
not  liable  to  phlogiftic  difeafes. 

The  converfe  of  this  apborifm  is  equally 
true,  viz.  thofe  that  are  fubjedt  to  inflam- 
matory difeafes,  as  the  peripneumony*, 
are  not  liable  to  fall  into  diforders  of  de- 
bility. As  every  difeafe,  and  predifpofi- 
tion  to  difeafe,  confifts  in  encreafed  or 
diminished  excitement,  our  intention  of 
cure  mult  be  to  Simulate  or  debilitate 
proportionably  ; not  to  remain  indifferent 
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fpedlators,  and  commit  the  whole  to 
nature.  Dr.  Stahl,  and  many  others, 
fancied  that  there  exifted  in  the  body  a 
vis  medicatrix  nature,  viz.  a provident 
and  intelligent  being,  which  provided 
for  the  fafety  of  the  fyftem,  prevented  the 
approach  of  any  matter  injurious  to  it, 
and  eliminated  that  matter,  when  it  hap- 
pened to  attach  itfelf  to  it.  There  are, 
it  is  true,  delires,  appetites,  and  loathing 
to  certain  things  in  the  fyftem,  as  a delire 
of  reft,  when  the  body  is  fatigued,  a delire 
of  victuals,  when  hungry,  a dillike  to 
them,  when  fatiated ; a delire  of  cold, 
when  hot ; and  V.  versa.  The  paflions 
of  anger  hatred,  and  mifchief,  will  have 
revenge,  and  love,  venereal  gratitude,  un- 
til each  paliion  is  fatiated  : but  tbefe  ap- 
petites and  delires  are  under  no  direction 
of  reafon,  much  lefs  of  a provident  be- 
ing, of  which  we  are  not  confcious  ; they 
arife  from  a fenfeof  pleafure  or  pain,  more 
or  lefs,  operating  on  the  body;  not  from 
a provident  being  in  the  fyftem.  Thefe 
defires  arife,  becaufe  the  body  is  fo  formed 
as  neceffarily  to  acquire  different  confor- 
mations. 
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mations,  in  confequence  of  different  im- 
preffionSj  viz.  that  one  power  operating 
on  it,  will  produce  a different  effedt,  to 
that  which  a different  one  will. 

It  is  the  fenfe  of  pleating  or  painful  im- 
preflions,  that  caufes  thefe  appetites,  and 
nothing  like  reafom 

Thus,  thirft  and  hunger  are  ardently 
avoided  * thus  fenfual  defires  are  gratified ; 
in  fhort,  a blind  impetuofity  diredts  us, 
arifing  from  neceflity,  not  from  any  pre- 
fcient  or  intelligent  being. 

If  there  exifled  in  the  fyflem  any  thing 
like  an  intelligent  being,  adtive  and  pro- 
vident, this  being  would  furely  prevent 
all  difeafes,  and  predifpofitions } thisbdng 
tvould  apply  all  the  exciting  powers,  with 
fo  proper  an  adjuffment,  as  to  prevent  a 
deviation  from  the  flandard  neceffary  for 
health. 

Under  its  diredtion,  the  excitability 
would  be  fo  proportionably  Simulated,  as 

that 
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that  the  fyftem,  after  a feries  of  years* 
would  difl'olve  in  confequence  of  a final, 
but  gradual  extinction  of  the  excitable 
quality.  But  the  matter  is  otherwife ; 
few  decay  in  that  manner,  without  expe- 
riencing too  high  or  too  low  excitement. 
Then  there  can  be  no  provident  being,  or 
ideal,  which  without  any  indication  of  the 
impending  injury,  directs  the  helm  of 
the  fyflem  ; and  the  blind  impetus  of  our 
pafiions  and  appetites  are  many.  We  dai- 
ly apply  either  highly  exciting  or  highly 
debilitating  powers  to  ourfelves,  without 
any  notice  from  this  intelligent  being. 
What  then  is  this  phantom  doing  ? Why 
does  not  file  prevent  difeafes,  and  predif- 
pofitions  ? Why  does  not  file  prevent  us 
from  making  fuch  applications  ? Why  does 
not  this  vis  medicatrix  nature? , prevent  us 
from  defiring  firong  diet,  in  predifpofing 
us  to,  and  even  bringing  on  inflammations  ? 
Why  does  not  file  prevent  us  from  luxury 
and  (loth*  the  great  fources  of  diforders  ? 
Are  we  not  to  prevent  the  efie&s  of  hun- 
ger, cold,  and  other  debilitating  powers, 
^/hen  applied  ? We  furely  are.  Are  we 

O not 
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not  to  prevent  often  the  effects  of  even  a 
benign  haemorrhagy  ? Gtrtainly.  What  then 
is  this  vis  doing  ? Are  we  not  to  prevent, 
by  debilitating  powers,  the  danger  of  the 
fmall  pox  or  meazles  ? Are  we  not  to  do 
the  fame  in  mania?  We  furely  fhould  not 
commit  them  to  this  phantom  on  the  other 
hand,  are  not  we  by  highly  exciting  pow- 
ers to  obviate  the  effeCts  of  a typhus,  or 
cynanche  maligna  ? If  a powerful  ftimu- 
lus  is  neceffary  for  prelerving  the  health  of 
a ftrong  man ; why  fhould  it  not  when  he 
is  reduced  by  a debilitating  difeafe  ? If  gout, 
dyfpepfia,  or  afthenia  are  brought  on  by 
powers,  exciting  fo  high  as  to  induce  in- 
direct debility,  in  fuch  a cafe  are  not  we 
to  apply  gentle  flimulants  whofe  utility 
has  been  proved  by  faCts,  becaufe  too  vio- 
lent ftimulants  brought  on  the  difeafe  ? 
In  haemorrhagy  arifing  from  direCt  or  in- 
direct debility,  introduced,  by  too  free 
an  ufeof  exciting  powers,  in  rhcumatifin 
arifing  from  too  high  excitement,  ending 
in  indirect  debility,  are  not  we  to  avoid 
the  ufe  of  debilitating  remedies,  and 
applications,  which  in  the  beginning 

would 
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would  have  been  of  the  greateft  fervice., 
and  apply  flimulants  ? Is  not  the  fame  to 
be  obferved  in  dropfy  ?* 


On  morbid  Matter,  as  a caufe  of 
Diseases. f 

IF  morbid  matter  happens  to  find  its 
way  into  the  fyftem,  we  muft  only 
give  it  time  to  make  its  exit  oijt  again  $ 

O 2 whether 

* The  common  Account  of  morbid  Matter,  &c, 

MIASMA,  contagion,  and  miafmata,  as  they  reT 
late  to  difeafes,  are  productive  of  fome  of  the 
febrile  kinds,  and  of  them  only.  They  are  generally 
floating  in  the  atmofphere,  when  they  are  injurious  to 

mankind  j but  they  are  not  obferved  to  aft,  but  when 

$ 

they  are  near  the  fources,  from  whence  they  arife  5 
that  is  near  the  bodies  of  men,  from  which  they  imme- 
diately iflue,  or  near  to  fome  fqbftanccs.,  which,  as 
haying  beep  near  tq  the  bodies  of  men,  are  imbued 
with  their  effluvia  ; and  in  which  fubftances  thefe  ef- 
fluvia, are  fometimes  retained  in  an  a£five  date  for  a 
long  time.  It  fhould  here  be  remembered,  that  the 
notion  of  contagion  properly  implies  a matter  arifing 
from  the  body  of  man,  under  difeafe  ; and  that  of 
miafma,  a matter  ariftng  from  other  fubftances.  Dr, 
ful/en  remarks,  that  the  fubftances  etnbued  with  the 
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whether  it  adts  like  every  other  exciting 
power,  or  preferves  its  fpecific  form,  we 
are  to  confider  it  in  the  light  of  either  a 
Simulating  or  debilitating  power. 

The 

effluvia  from  the  bodies  of  difeafed  men,  may  be  called 
fomites  ; and  that  it  is  probable  that  contagions,  as  they 
arife  from  fomites,  are  more  powerful  than  as  they  arife 
immediately  from  the  human  body.  Further,  that  tho* 
the  fomites  are  poflefTed  of  matter  from  the  human  bo- 
dy, yet  this  matter  paffing  from  the  fomites,  is  called 
miafma ; which  requires  further  to  be  diftinguifhed 
from  the  miafmata  arifing  from  marfhes,  See.  by  the 
epithets  human  and  marth  miafmata. 

On  this  fubjedi  of  contagion  and  miafma.  Dr.  Cullen 
obferves  as  fallows. 

As  fevers  are  fo  generally  epidemic,  it  is  probable 
that  fome  matter  floating  in  the  atmofphere,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  bodies  of  men,  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
the  remote  caufe  of  fevers. 

Contagions  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  of  great  variety  ; 
and  it  is  poffible  that  it  may  be  fo  ; but  that  they  truly 
are,  does  not  appear  clearly,  from  any  thing  that  we 
know  at  prefent. 

The  number  of  genera,  and  fpecies  of  contagious 
difeafes,  of  the  clafs  pyrexiae,  at  prefent  known,  is  not 
very  great.  They  belong  to  the  order  of  fevers,  oi 
exanthemata,  or  of  profluvia. 
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The  reafon  why  morbific  matter  cannot 
be  fuddenly  eliminated  is,  becaufe  it  gra- 
dually ferments  and  converts  the  fluids 
lefs  or  more,  into  its  own  nature,  there- 
fore 

Whether  there  be  any  belonging  to  the  order  of 
phlegmafice,  is  doubtful  ; and,  tho’  it  fhould  be  fup- 
pofed,  it  will  not  much  increafe  the  number  of  con- 
tagious pyrexia.  Of  the  contagious  exanthemata  and 
profluvia,  the  number  of  fpecies  is  nearly  afcertained  ; 

and  each  of  them  is  fo  far  of  a determined  nature,  that, 

•1 

tho’  they  have  now  been  pbferved  and  diftinguifhed  for 
many  ages,  and  in  many  different  parts  of  the  earth, 
they  have  been  always  found  to  retain  the  fame  general 
character,  and  to  differ  only  in  circumftances,  which 
may  be  imputed  to  feafon,  climate,  and  other  external 
caufes ; or  to  the  peculiar  conftitutions  of  the  feveral 
perfons  affedled.  It  is  therefore  probable,  that,  in  each 
of  thefe  fpecics,  the  contagion  is  of  one  fpecific  nature, 
and  that  the  number  of  contagious  exanthemata,  or 
profluvia,  is  hardly  greater  than  the  number  of  fpecies 
taken  notice  of  in  our  fyftem  of  nofology. 

While  the  contagious  exanthemata  and  profluvia  are 
thus  limited,  it  is  probable  that  the  contagions  which 
produce  the  continued  fevers  are  not  many  ; nay,  it  is 
not  evident,  that  there  are  more  than  one  common 
fource  of  them. 

It  is  well  Jcnown,  that  the  effluvia  conftantly  arifing 
from  the  Jiving  human  body,  if  long  retained  in  the 
|ame  place,  without  being  diffufed  in  the  atmofphere. 
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fore  as  it  is  diffufed  through  all  of  them, 
it  requires  a great  quantity  of  humours 
to  pafs  off,  fo  as  to  bring  along  with  them 
this  morbid  matter,  and  this  requires  a, 

length 

acquires  a finguhr  virulence,  and  in  that  ftate,  applied 
to  the  bodies  of  men,  becomes  the  caufe  of  a fevet, 
which  is  very  contagious. 

The  late  obfervations  on  jail  and  hofpital  fevers,  have 
fully  proved  the  exigence  of  fuch  a caufe  and  it  is 
fufHciently  obvious,  that  the  fame  virulent  matter  may 
he  produced  in  many  other  places.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  nature  of  the  fevers  arinng,  render  it  probable,  that 
the  virulent  {fate  of  human  effluvia,  is  the  common  caufe 
of  fuch  fevers,  as  they  differ  only  in  a ftate  of  their 
fymptoms,  which  may  be  imputed  to  the  circum- 
ffances  of  feafon,  climate,  &c.  concerning  with  the 
contagion,  and  modifying  its  force.  Miafmata  arife 
from  various  fources,  and  are  of  different  kinds  ; but 
we  know  little  of  their  variety,  or  of  their  feveral  ef- 
fects. 

We  l^now  with  certainty  only,  one  fpeqies  of  tniaf- 
tna,  which  can  be  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  fevers  * 
and  from  the  univerfality  of  this,  it  may  be  doubted  of 
if  there  be  any  other. 

The  miafma,  fo  univerfally  the  caufe  of  fevers,  is 
that  which  arifes  from  marfh.es,  or  moift  ground,  adted 
upon  by  heat.  So  many  obfervations  have  now  been 
made  with  refp.ect  to  thjs,  in  fo  many  different  regions 
of  the  earth,  that  there  is  neither  any  doubt  of  its  beii>£ 
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length  of  time, — no  purgatives*  or  evacu- 
ants  can  effedt  this,  nor  can  it  be  changed 
in  the  fluids,  fo  as  to  become  innoxious  ; 
and  even  if  morbid  matter  prevailed  in. 
the  fyftem,  it  operates  like  every  other  ex- 
citing  power.  As  in  afthenic,  as  alfo  in 
phlogifiic  difeafes,  and  their  predifpofiti- 
ons,  I lliall  prove,  that  perfpiration  is  fup^ 
prefled,  fo  this  perfpiration  is  to  be  fup- 
ported,  that  the  morbid  matter,  if  any 
there  be,  fhould  pafs  off  along  with  it  j 
bat  this  does  not  farnifh  us  with  any  new 

indication. 

in  general  a Caofe  of  fevers,  nor  of  its  being  very  uni- 
verfally  the  caufe  of  intermittent  fevers,  in  all  their 
different  forms.  The  fimilartty  of  the  climate,  fea- 
fon,  and  foil,  in  which  intermittents  arife,  and  the  fi- 
milarity  of  the  difeafes,  arifing  in  different  regions, 
concur  in  proving  that  there  is  one  common  cauie  of 
thefe  difeafes,  and  that  this  is  marfh  miafma. 

What  is  the  particular  nature  of  this  miafma , we 
know  not  ; nor  do  we  certainly  know  whether  or  not 
it  differs  in  kind  ; but  it  is  probable  that  it  does  not, 
and  that  it  differs  only  in  the  degree  of  its  power,  or 
perhaps  in  its  quality,  in  a given  fpace.  It  remains  mod 
probable,  that  the  remote  caules  of  fevers,  are  chiefly 
contagions  or  miafmata , and  neither  of  them  of  great 
variety.  Miafmata  are  fuppol'ed  to  caufe  intermittenis. 


( 
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indication.*  Cold,  as  I fhall  afterwards 
prove,  does  not  prevent  perfpiration,  as  is 
fuppofed,  nay  it  encreafes  it,  as  appears 
in  many  phlogiftic  difeafes.  Befides,  cold 
cannot  be  fuppofed  a general  affection  of 
the  fyflem  adting  by  conftridtion,  as  is 
alfo  taught * becaufe,  in  that  cafe  “ ac- 
cording to  received  opinions,”  it  does  not 
operate  immediately  on  the  excitability, 
the  nervous  or  mufcular  fyftem,  but  on 
the  Ample  lolids,  which  are  by  no  means 
excitable : and  fuch  a conftridtion  on  a 
part,  would  be  a topical  affedtion,  and 
the  general  affedtion  refulting  therefrom* 
a fymptom,  which  is  abfurd.  In  no 
cafe  are  we  to  diredt  our  cure  to  any 

of 

and  contagions  to  caufe  continued  fevers,  ftriCtly  fo 
named. 

It  may  further  be  added,  that  both  contagion  and 
miafmata , are  of  a debilitating,  or  fedative  quality. 
They  arife  from  a putrefcent  matteri  Their  produc- 
tion is  favoured,  and  their  power  encreafed,  by  circum- 
ftances  which  favour  putrefaction  ; and  they  often  prove 
putrefactive  ferments,  with  rcfpeCt  to  the  animal  fluids. 
Though  fevers  generally  arife  from  marfh  or  human 
feffluvia,  and  other  remote  caufcs  of  fevers,  which  have 
been  commonly  fuppofed,  cannot  with  any  certainty  be 
excluded.  See  Cullin' $ I irft  Lines,  Vol.  I. 
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of  the  fimple  folids,  or  fluids,  which  are 
unexcitable,  but  always  to  the  parts  exci- 
table, viz.  the  nerves,  andmuicular  fyftem, 
as,  every  exciting  power  operates  on  the 
whole  of  it,  not  on  any  particular  part.  As 
in  advanced  life  the  excitability  diminifhed, 
by  the  operation  of  the  exciting  powers 
requires  fuch  an  application  of  them  as  is 
neceflary  for  life,  but  ftill  not  fo  great  as 
quickly  to  wear  out  all  the  excitability 9 
and  as  in  confequence  of  too  fmall  an  ap-  , 
plication  of  thefe  powers,  diredt  debility 
takes  place  j fhould  we  not  apply  pro- 
portionably  ftimulant  powers,  although 
the  too  great  application  of  them,  origi- 
nally occafioned  the  diforder.  A perfon 
when  young,  ftrong,  and  in  health,  is  in 
advanced  life  liable  to  apoplexy  are  we 

P to 

1 *The  following  is  the  common  opinion,  See.  of  if 
Apoplexy  is  derived  from  a7ro7rAn<r<r«,  to  jlrike  or  knock 
down ; or  finite  Jucldenly  ; the  Latins  call  it  attonitus 
morbus.  It  is  alfo  called  fideratio,  attonitus  ftupor. 
Dr.  Cullen  ranks  this  genus  of  difeafein  the  clafs  neu- 
rofes,  and  the  order  comata.  He  alfo  takes  notice  of 
hine  fpecies,  befides  thofe  inftances  in.  which  it  is  fymp- 
tomatic,  viz.  lft.  Aptplexia  fanguina,  with  figns  of  an 
univerfal  plethora  and  chiefly  ol  fullnefs  in  the  head. 
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to  fuppole,  as  that  man  when  young  and  in- 
high  excitement,  was  not  liable  to  it,  that 
he  becomes  afterwards  liable  to  it  when 
h-is  excitement  is  low  ? No,  he  fhould  be 
moft  liable  to  it  in  the  former  Eate,  (if 
the  common  opinion  of  apoplexy  was  true) 
when  his  excitement  is  very  high.  If  in 
fuch  cafes  of  low  excitement  we  retrench 
the  patient’s  living,  we  add  diredt  to  indi- 
redt  debility,  and  thusencreafe  the  diforder 

four- 

id,-  Apoplexia  fenofa,  which  is  generally  in  aged  and- 
leucophlegmatic  people.  3d.  Apoplexia  hydrocepnalica  ; 
4th.  Apoplexia  atrabilaria,  obferved  in  perfons  difpofeJ 
to  melancholy.  5th.  Apoplexia  traumatica  ; when  the 
head  is  hurt  by  violent  external  force.  6th.  Apoplex- 
ia venenata,  from  poifonous  matters,  whether  external- 
ly applied,  or  internally  taken.  7th.  Apoplexia  men- 
talis  5 from  paffions  of  the  mind.  8th.  Apoplexia  ca- 
taleptica,  in  which  the  refpiration  is  not  ftertorous,  and 
though  the  limbs  maintain  any.  accidental  pofition,  yet 
they  give  way  to  external  force  applied  to  them.  gth. 
ylpoplexia  fuffocata,  which  happens  in  cafe  of  hanging 
and  drowning.  An  Apoplexia  is  a fudden  privation  of 
all  fenfe  and  voluntary  motion  ; the  pulfe,  at  the  fame 
time,  being  kept  up,  but  refpiration  is  oppreflcd.  A 
deep  lleep,  with  mfenfibihty,  and  fnorting,  feem  to  be 
vonftant  attendants.  Dr.  Cullen  fays,  “ The  apoplexy 
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four-fold,  and  more  fo,  if  direCtly  debili- 
tating powers  followed  after  ftimuiants 
immediately.  In  this  cale  we  fhould  fol- 
low the  tonic  plan. 

Heat  is  neceffary  for  .vegeta“iort,  growth, 
and  the  perfection  of  animals  and  vege- 
tables, neither  can  they  be  at  firfl  formed 
without  a due  quantity  of  it,  nor  grow, 
o.r  come  to  perfection  ; even  their  condi- 
ment particles  cannot  preferve  their  form 
without  it : and  water  which  conftitutes 
P 2 fo 

is  that  difeafe  in  which  the  whole  of  the  external  and  in- 
ternal fenfes,  and  the  whole  of  the  voluntary  motions, 
are  in  fome  degree  abolished  ; while  refpiration  and  the 

t 

aftion  of  the  heart  continue  to  be  performed.  To  thp 
definition  of  apoplexy , he  adds,  that  the  abolition  of  the 
powers  of'fenfe  and  motion,  is  in  fome  degree  only  ; 
meaning  by  this,  to  imply,  that  under  the  title  of 
apoplexy,  are  comprehended  tbofe  difeafes,  which,  as 
differing  from  it  in  degree  only,  cannot,  with  a view 
either  to  pathology  or  practice,  be  properly  dLftinTuifhed 
from  it.  Such  are  the  difeafes  named  carus,  cataphora, 
coma,  and  Iethargus.  Lomnius  obferves,  that  this  dif- 
order  is  generally  ufhered  in  byfudden  and  acute  pains 
in  the  head,  vertigo,  dimnefs  of  fight,  grinding  the 
teeth  during  fleep,  a coldnefs  of  the  whole  body,  efpe- 
£ially  the  extremities  ; then,  as  though  thunder-ftrucK, 
the  patient  falls  down  fomcimes  with  fhrieks  ; imme* 
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fo  great  a part  cf  them  would  be  frozen* 
and  the  pores  of  the  earth  fo  neceffary  for 
their  growth  would'  acquire  a different 
conformation,  the  air  in  them  would 
be  frozen  to  a folid.  Heat,  being  ap- 
plied to  the  furface  of  the  body,  ftimu- 
lates  it  more  than  any  other  part,  fuch  as 
the  internal,  which  is  moftly  uniform  in 
its  quantity  of  heat.  This  flimulus  ap- 
plied in  a jufc  quantity  encreafes  the  tone, 
denfity,  or  excitement  of  the  mufcular  fi- 
bres, and  confequently  the  diameters  of 

the 

diately  after  the  eyes  are  fluit,  a fnortiug  comes  on,  the 
difficulty  of  breathing  is  grear,  endangering  fuffocation, 
the  bread;  ceafes  to  heave  juft  as  if  it  was  bound  with 
cords  ; fenfe  and  voluntary  motion  are  entirely  loft. 

There  are  different  fpecies  of  apoplexies,  which  de- 
mand our  utmoft  attention,  as  the  cure  is  very  different 
in  each,  particularly  the  two  firft,  the  others  agreeing 
more  with  the  fecond.  The  firft  is  the  fanguineous 
apoplexy , in  which  we  find  a ftrong  full  pulfe,'  a red  and 
bloated  vifage,  the  patient’s  neck  fwelled,  an  opprefted 
loud  refpiration,  with  a little  hoarfenefs.  This  fpecies 
prevails  amongft  therobuft  who  have  much  blood,  load- 
ed with  craffamentum.  The  fecond  is  the  ferous  apo - 
plexy , in  which  the  fymptoms  are,  in  general,  like  thofe 
in  the  former  fpecies,  except  that  the  pulfe  is  weaker, 
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the  mufcular  veffels  are  leffened.  This 
diminution  being  always  as  their  denfity 
and  thedeniity  as  their  tone  or  excitement, 
therefore  the  diameters  of  the  veffels  on 
the  furface  where  the  heat  is  mod  applied 
are  almoft  entirely  clofed,  in  fome  cafes. 
Thus  then  the  perfpiration  is  fuppreffed  by 
an  encreafed  ffimulus  ; this  appears  evident 
in  inflammatory  difeafes,  as  the  fmall  pox. 
and  meafles,  when  the  irritating  matter  is 
retained  and  perfpiration  fuppreffed,  in 
confequence  of  a greater  excitement  on  the 

fur- 

the  countenance  pa!c,  or  at  leaf*  far  Iefs  rudely,  and  the 
breathing  lefs  oppreffed.  The  third  is  the  fpafmodic 
apoplexy  ; the  fame  figns  attend  this  as  are  ufual  in  the 
fecond  fpecies,  only  it  is  fooner  removed,  and  rarely 
degenerates  into  a palfy.  The  fourth  is  the  fymptoma- 
tic,  fucli  as  from  flatus  in  the  ftomach,  the  gout,  be. 

I he  remote  caufe  is  a plethora,  the  antecedent  caufe 
is  fome  great  commotion  of  body  or  of  mind,  as  from 
violent  exercife,  hard  drinking,  paflion  of  the  mind, 
be.  the  immediate  caufe  is  a coinprefiion  of  the  brain, 
i he  fanguineous  hath,  fora  general  and  principal  caufe, 
an  incrcafed  vital  heat,  the  ferous  a defective  heat,  and 
the  other  fpecies  have  fome  caufe  which  renders  the  dif- 
fuflon  of  the  vital  heat  irregular,  whence  fpafms, 
wh,ch  are  a mediate  caufe  of  this  diforder.  It  fhould 
bc  rcme™bered  here,  that  the  craflamcntum  of  the 
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furface,  than  in  the  internal  parts ; on  the 
other  hand  heat,  even  moderate,  when  too 
long  applied,  or  violent  and  of  fhort  durati- 
on, induces  debility,  diminifhes  the  tone 
and  denfity  of  the  velfels,  produces  laxity 
and  opens  the  perfpiratory  pores.  This  ef- 
fect is  greater  on  the  furface,  than  oq  the 
internal  parts,  where  the  heat  is  equable. 
In  confequence  pf  this  laxity  the  fweat 
is  encreafed,  as  in  hot  climates,  and  as  in 
fevers  which  are  attended  with  colliquative 
jfweats ; in  the  confluent  fmall  pox,  which 

is 

blood  is  the  attraddor  of  the  vital  fire,  the  nerves  con- 
dudd  it,  and  the  brain  is  its  principal  refervoir  : various 
caufes  may  determine  this  fire  in  greater  quantities  to  a 
particular  part,  than  what  is  neceflary  for  the  due  dif- 
charge  of  its  functions,  or  it  may  be  direddea  with  a 
more  than  ordinary  fpeed  and  force  there  ; and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity,  or  the  velocity  of  it,  in  the 
apopleddic  ftrokes,  the  part  to  which  it  is  directed  will 
fufFer,  both  as  to  fuddennefs  and  danger  : fhould  it  be 
determined  thus  to  the  heart  and  arteries,  circulation 
v/ould  be  flopped,  anti  death  the  immediate  confe- 
quence; but  di redded  to  the  feat  of  fenfation,  and  the 
forigin  of  all  voluntary  motion,  an  Apoplexy  is  pro- 
duced. The  ferous  apoplexy  hath  for  its  general  and  its 
principal  caufe  too,  a defect  of  vital  heat  ; whence  the 
redundancy  of  ferum,  to  which  this  fpccies  is  ufually 
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isoccalioned  not  by  heat  opening  the  pores* 
but  by  the  indirect  debility,  induced  by 
heat  £>n  the  heart,  and  Arteries,  which 
being  communicated  to  the  extreme  vef- 
fels  they  consequently  tranfmit  the  perfpi- 
ratible  matter  in  the  greateft  abundance. 
Overarid  above  what  I have  faid  of  cold,  if 
cold  by  conftri&ion  brought  on  a general 
difeafes,  heat  would  remove  it  but  heat 
inflead  of  removing  it  encreafes  it.  Heat  in 
phlogiftic  difeafes  proves  injurious.  As 
heat  removes  the  cold  in  difeafes,  (hould 

not 

attributed  : farther,  the  crafTamentum  not  being  abls 
to  attraft  the  degree  of  heat  requifite  for  the  due  diften- 
honof  the  cells  of  the  cellular  membrane,  and  the  con- 
traction of  the  fibres,  occurring  circumftances  eafily 
deprive  particular  parts  of  their  heat,  and  caufe  it  to 
rulh  with  violenc-e  on  fome  other;  and  a fuddenly  de- 
ficient diftribution  of  the  vital  fluid  produces  fimilar  ef- 
fects, in  fome  inftances,  to  an  exceflive  one.  And,  as 
to  all  other  fpecies  which  indeed  are  but  fymptomatic, 
it  is  as  the  morbid  caufe.  hath  an  influence  on  the  heat 
with  refpeCt  to  its  diftribution,  fo  that  it  is  productive 
of  this  difeafe. 

Dr.  Cullen  thinks  that  the  proximate  caufe  is,'  in  ge- 
neral, what  ever  interrupts  the  motion  of  the  nervous 
power,  whether  from  the  brain  or  to  it.  Of  apoplexies 
from  internal  caufes,  he  thinks  the  motion  of  the  ner- 
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not  then  the  effects  of  cold  be  removed, 
viz.  the  diforder?  Yes,  furely  or  an  effedt 
muft  be  jfuppofed  to  furvive  its  caufe. 


On  L E N T O R,  &c. 

TF  Lentor  was  the  common  caufe  of  di- 
-®-  feafes,  our  common  intention  of  cure 
fhould  be  to  infpiffate  or  attenuate  the  flu- 
ids, and  all  our  remedies  fhould  be  what- 
ever did  the  one  or  the  other;  but  if  the 

dodlrine 

vous  power  is  interrupted  by  fome  compreffion  on  the 
origin  of  the  nerves  3 and  this  compreffion  is  occafioned 
by  an  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  veins  of  the  head. 
In  apoplexies  from  external  caufes,  the  motion  of  the 
nervous  power  is  interrupted  by  dire&ly  deftroying  its 
mobility  3 as  when  mephitic  air,  fumes  from  charcoal, 
&c.  are  admitted  to  the  nerves. 

From  an  attention  to  the  fymptoms  of  an  apoplexy , 
and  the  appearances  obferved  on  difledting  thofe  to 
whom  it  had  proved  fatal,  the  brain  is  moil  probably 
its  feat.  Wepfer,  in  his  hiftories  of  thofe  fubjefts,  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  vefiels  in  their  brains  were  often  rup- 
tured, or  very  turgid  : at  other  times  the  ventricles  of 
the  brain  were  filled  with  a watery  humour  3 or  a por- 
tion of  ferum,  &c.  was  found  betwixt  the  brain  and  its 
membranes. 
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dodtrine  laid  down,  and  method  of  cure, 
which  fee,  be  true,  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
this  opinion  is  taken  upon  falfe  grounds. 

What  difeafes  are  they  which  proceed 
from  fpeflitude  of  the  blood,  as  a caufe 
which  can  be  cured  by  mere  water,  which, 
was  it  the  caufe  of  fuch  diforders,  ought 
to  remove  all  difeafes,  depending  UpOii 
it  as  a caufe. 

Whereas  there  is  no  fuch  blood  found ; 
for,  in  inflammatory  difeafes,  where  a 

buffy 

Old  men,  tho’  indolent,  thofe  who  indulge  in  glut- 
tony or  drunkennefs,  and  fhort-necked  people,  are  the 
moft  fubject  to  apoplexy , 

This  diforder  fliould  be  diftinguiflied  in  its  fpecies; 
and  alfo  from  thofe  other  maladies  to  which  it  bears  a 
refemblance.  The  fanguine  apoplexy  inuft  be  diftin- 
guiflied from  the  ferous  and  the  fymptomatic;  and  each 
from  one-another  ; and  apoplexies  muft  be  diftinguiflied 
from  a lethargy,  an  epilepfy,  hyfteric,  fuffocations, 
a palfy,  a carus.  a catalepfts,  a fyncope. 

The  danger  feems  to  be  chiefly  proportioned  to  the 
difficulty  of  refpi ration  ; if  it  is  tolerably  eafy,  and  the 
patient  can  fwallow,  there  is  good  hope;  but  if  refpi- 
ration  is  very  difficult,  or  intermittent,  and  what  is 
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buffy  coat  is  found,  which  was  fuppofed 
to  prove  the  tbicknefs  of  the  blood,  ftill 
infant  it  is  more  fluid,  in  which  cafe  you 
may  conceive  of  its  fluidity  from  its  pe- 
netrating into  velfels,  which  could  not 
otherwife  admit  it ; and  how  can  venefec- 
tion,  purging  of#any  kind,  or  abftinence, 
or  reft  of  body  or  mind,  which  have  been 
recommended,  &c.  tend  to  attenuate  the 
blood  ? Or  how  can  too  much  blood,  or 
high  living,  ftrcng  drink  one  time,  and 
ftoth  another  time,  or  excefs  of  labour, 

or 

given  the  patient  to  drink,  returns  immediately  by  the 
nofe,  a recovery  is  hardly  to  be  effected. 

Thofe  who  have  been  attacked  with  any  kind  of  apo- 
plexy., are  fubjedt  to  relapfes,  each  of  which  are  more 
dangerous  than  the  preceding ; to  prevent  which  due  re- 
gard fhould  be  had  to  all  that  can  conduce  thereto,  that 
it  may  be  avoided  ; fuppers,  hot  rooms,  violent  exercife, 
particularly  in  the  fun,  going  to  bed  late,  long  fleeps, 
continuing  in  the  cold,  efpecially  if  the  feet  are  fub- 
jedt  to  be  fo,  and  whatever  is  fufpedted  to  difpofe  to 
this  diforder  muft  be  watched  againft. 

In  order  to  the  cure,  in  cafe  of  the  fanguine  fpecies, 
immediately  uncover  the  patients  head,  raife  it  up  as 
high  as  poflible,  and  give  him  the  advantage  of  frefh 
air. 
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.or  too  great  exertion  of  the  mental  faculty, 
a&ing  as  noxious  exciting  powers  ; I fay, 
how  can  they  be  fuppofed  to  condenfe  and 
infpifiate  the  blood  ? 

Ao-ain,  what  difeafe  can  arife  from  thin 
watery  blood  ? Is  it  the  dropfy  ? No;  the 
dropfy  is  confequent  to  a well  known  dia- 
thefis,  it  comes  on  by  degrees,  like  every 
other  univerfal  difeafe,  and  paffing  thro7 
the  intermediate  flages  of  predifpofition, 
afcends  at  laft  to  that  magnitude  which 

Q_2  conftitutes 

If  it  can  conveniently  be  done,  bleed,  ad  deliquium, 
to  reduce  the  vital  heat ; ten  or  fixteen  ounces  may  be 
taken  away  immediately,  and  the  fame  quaatity  may  be 
repeated  in  an  hour  or  mere,  according  as  the  pulfe 
will  admit.  Some  afiert  an  extraordinary  efficacy  from 
opening  the  temporal  artery  during  the  fit.  Dr.  Cullen 
obferves,  that,  when  an  attack  of  apoplexy  is  immedi- 
ately threatened,  blood-letting  is  certainly  the  remedy 
to  be  depended  on,  and  fhould  be  taken  largely,  if  it 
can  be  done  from  the  jugular  vein,  or  the  temporal  ar- 
tery. But,  when  no  threatening  turgefcence  appears, 
the  obviating  plethora  is  beft  effedted  by  leeches  applied 
to  the  temples,  or  fcarifications  of  the  hind  head  : and 
thefe  are  more  fafe  than  general  bleedings.  When  there 
are  manifeft  fymptoms  of  a plethoric  ftate  in  the  vellels 
of  the  head,  a feton,  or  pea  iffije,  near  the  head,  may 
be  very  ufeful  in  obviating  the  turgefcence  of  the  blood. 
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conftitutes  difeafe.  The  fame  powers 
which  conftitute  predifpofltion,  conftitute 
difeafe  of  both  fpecies,  viz.  powers  either 
exciting  too  much  or  not  fufficiently.  How 
can  thefe  powers,  which  are  faid  to  cure 
one  fpecies  of  difeafe,  by  attenuating  the 
blood,  by  the  fame  manner  of  operation, 
bring  on  the  other  ? And  how  can  the 
ufual  remedies  of  this  clafs  of  difeafes, 
viz.  the  fame  powers  that  conftitute  the 
phlogiftic  clafs,  bring  about  health,  by 
infpiflating  the  fluids  ? In  the  one  cafe 

they 

Lenient  clyfters,  with  a table  fpoonful  of  common 
fait  in  each,  fhould  be  given  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  and 
repeated  every  three  or  four  hours  until  proper  means 
^an  be  adminiftered  by  the  mouth. 

Cooling  medicines  fhould  be  given  as  foon  as  they 
can  be  fwallowed,  let  the  firft  be  a brifk  but  cooling 
purge  with  nitre. 

In  the  fit  fome  aflert  that  a handful  of  common  fait, 
diflolved  in  a pint  of  water,  if  poured  down  the  pati- 
ents throat,  will  fpeedily  recover  him  : the  trial  is  eafy, 
and  nothing  to  be  feared  in  cafe  of  failure. 

Blifters  may  be  applied  all  over  the  feet.  Dr.  Cullen 
prefers  the  application  of  them  to  the  head. 
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they  do  not  prove  noxious  by  infpiffation, 
i)ut  by  encreafing  excitement;  nor  do  they 
prove  a remedy  in  the  other  cafe  by  atte- 
nuating, but  by  diminishing  excitement. 

If  without  injury  of  the  living  folids, 
without  any  fault  in  the  excitement,  blood 
too  thin  or  too  thick,  was  the  origin  of 
difeafes,  this  redundancy  or  want  of  water 
alone  would  be  the  caufe  of  every  affection. 

But  water,  however  largely  taken  into  a 
found  fyftem,  pafies  fpontaneoufiy  thro' 

dl 

* 

Keep  the  patient  ffli  and  calm,  and  let  his  diet  be 
aqueous,  and  fuch  as  affords  the  leaft  nourifhment. 

In  the  ferous  kind,  bleeding  is  rarely  to  be  admitted, 
but  purging  with  the  tindl.  facr.  (or  fuch  like)  will  be 
abfolutely  neceffary,  as  foon  as  the  patient  can  be  made 
to  fwallow,  and  repeat  the  dofe  every  third  day. 

Raife  his  head  high,  as  already  advifed,  and  try  to 
pour  down  the  folution  of  common  fait,  above  hinted 
at. 

Wrap  the  feet  warm  in  hot  flannels.  Clyfters  may 
be  repeated  twice  a day,  and  made  as  direfled  in  the 
fanguine  apoplexy. 

Dr.  George  bordyce  thinks  that  the  compreflion 
producing  apoplexy,  feldom  or  never  arifcs  from  the 
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all  the  excretories  of  the  body,  without 
any  difeafe  being  the  confequence.  No 
man  in  health,  after  drinking  water  in 
thegreatefl  plenty,  falls  into  a dropfy,  nor 
ever  will,  nor  is  any  difeafe  produced  by 
taking  in  water  in  a fmali  quantity;  in- 
deed whatever  is  neceflary  is  deiired,  by 
the  impreflion  of  third:. 

Befides,  without  water,  and  even  with- 
out fluids,  furnifhed  with  water,  the  de- 
ficiency or  want  of  it  is  often  borne  a long 
time,  without  great  inconvenience. 

Some 

ferious  part  of  the  blood  being  extravafated,  or,  &c. 
but  adds,  whether  blood  or  ferum  be  the  caufe,  the  fame 
methods  mud  be  purfued  for  relief ; and  befides  bleed- 
ing, to  relieve  the  brain,  he  urges  the  advantage  of 
purging,  which  he  fays  diminifhes  the  circulation  from 
the  brain  as  well  as  from  the  inteftines.  The  more 
active  purgatives  he  recommends,  and  to  repeat  them 
fo  as  to  keep  up  the  fecretion  that  way. 

Apply  blifters  to  the  (houlders,  and  on  the  flcfhy 
parts  of  the  legs. 

Volatile  Spirits,  with  valerian,  aromatics,  and 
ferrugineous  medicines,  are  to  be  directed.  There,  as 
indeed  all  ftimulants,  are  leaft  hazardous  and  mod  ufe- 
ful,  when  the  fit  is  not  prefent. 
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Some  people  almoft  conftantly  thro’  cuf- 
tom  drink  water,  others  fcarce  ever  drink 
any,  without  any  great  detrimen  t to  either ; 
nor  after  an  abundance,  or  deficiency  of 
water,  do  difeafes  attack  the  fyftem,  ex- 
cept by  a previous  application  of  ftimu- 
lating  or  debilitating  powers,  which,  in 
other  circumflances,  conftitute  univerfai 
difeafes;  and  which  hurt  by  encreafing  or 
diminifhing  excitement.  The  fpiflitude 
or  tenuity  of  the  fluids  is  then  an  imagi- 
nary fource  of  diieafe.  Show  me  one  di- 

feafe 

The  diet  muft  be  light,  but  cordial  arid  nourifliing. 
In  grofs  habits  muftard-feed  may  be  fwallowed  whole 
two  or  three  times  a day,  to  the  quantity  of  a table 
fpoonful  each  dofe.  Horfe-radilh  may  be  eaten  freely. 

In  the  fpafmodic,  or  other  fymptomatic  kinds  of 
apoplexies , an  attention  to  the  general  habit  of  body, 
and  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  attending,  will  lead  mofl 
directly  to  the  cure. 

Dr.  Flemmyng  recommends  trepanning  as  a power- 
ful afliftant  in  the  cure  of  apoplexies,  by  taking  off  a 
degree  of  preflure  from  the  brain.  See  his  obiervations 
on  this  l'ubjcdt,  in  the  Med,  Muf.  vol.  1 1. page,  300, 
&c. 


Coelir^ 
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feafe  which  can  arife  from  the  Rate  of  the 
blood  being  altered,  without  the  ufual 
noxious  powers  being  applied,  in  the  ufual 
manner,  that  produces  difeafe. 

In  fine,  Sydenham’s  indication  of  cure, 
by  drawing  blood,  purging,  cooling,  and 
proceeding  on  the  antiphlogiftic  plan,  is 
very  fuitable  to  the  firfl  clafs  of  difeafes, 
being  alone  applied  in  the  humoral  patho- 
logy and  method  of  cure,  and  then  neg- 
lected or  ufed  with  indifference,  and  ap- 
plied with  inattention,  it  proves  the  va- 
nity and  falfity  of  that  method  ofvcure, 
which  again  proves  the  caufe  to  be  equally 
vain  and  falfe. 

Laftly,  that  dcCtrine  is  to  be  rejedted 
on  this  account,  that  it  reds  upon  an  ef- 
fect trifling,  and  of  little  moment. 

That 

Coelius  Aurelianus.  Lommii  Opufc.  Aureum-  Are- 
tseus,  Philumenus,  Galen,  Paulus  iEgineta,  Bag’ivi, 
Boerhaave,  Shebbearc’s  Theory  and  Practice  of  Phyfic. 
Tiffot’s  Pra&ical  Obf.  on  the  apoplexy.  Brookes’s 
and  the  London  Practice  of  Phyfic.  Cullen’s  Firft 
Lines,  vol.  HI.  and  for  Dr.  Brown’s  particular  His- 
tory of  Apoplexy  and  the  method  of  Cure.  Sec  the 
Second  vol.  of  this  Work. 
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<c  That  is  the  observation  of  a buffy  coat 
which  was  taken  up  erroneoufly  as  a true 
fymptom  of  an  inflammatory  difeafe. 

If  the  veflels  are  Arong  the  parts  of  the 
blood  will  be  more  perfedly  united,  but 
the  blood  itfelf  will  be  indeed  more  denfe, 
vet  1I1 1 1 more  fluid,  and  will  become  more 
fit  for  penetrating  into  the  very  recedes  of 
the  body. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  blood  will  in 
conference  of  weak  veflels,  be  lefs  per- 
fectly united,  the  watery  parts  will  fpon- 
taneoufly  feparate  from  the  more  thick, 
the  latter  rufhing  out  where  a paflage  is 
opened,  difcharging  themfelves  thro’  the 
veflels  which  tranfmit  watery  fluids  •,  the 
former  will  be  retained  at  firft  in  the  blood 
veflels,  but  in  the  end  will  pafs  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  body,  thro'  the  famepaf- 
fages,  growing  wider  and  wider  every  in- 
flan t. 

The  former  will  account  for  the  florid- 
nefs  of  the  complexion,  in  one  fpecies 
af  difeafe,  and  for  the  palenefs  in  another. 
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The  caufeof  the  one  is  too  high  excite- 
ment, of  the  other  deficient  excitement, 
which  being  in  a fuitable  degree,  and  juft 
the  ftate  of  the  blood  is  equally  lb.  The 
humoral  dobtrine  then  is  in  every  refped; 


Of  ACRIMONY. 

S the  blood  is  more  bland,  the 


quicker  its  motion  is,  if  that  mo* 
tion  be  not  too  great  ; and  the  flower  the 
motion,  the  more  acrid  it  is,  and  as  pro- 
bably no  acrimony  enters  the  blood  from 
without,  or  if  it  does,  it  is  evident  no  re- 
medies can  do  fervice  in  fuch  a cafe,  but 
the  common  remedies;  and  as  the  only 
acrimony  of  moment  beyond  th t prince 
via  depends  on  debility,  therefore  except 
only  to  remove  an  accumulation  of  fordes, 
our  intention  of  cure  fhould  be  the  fame 
in  cafe  of  acrimony,  as  in  all  other  difor- 
dersof  debility. 


falfe 


There 
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There  are  often  violent  pains  in  the 
-llomach  and  bowels  caufed  by  an  acid, 
which  arifes  from  debility.  This  acid  is 
not  thefource  of  thecaufe,  but  a lymptom 
doming  on  when  the  difeafe  is  formed  from 
its  caufe,  debility,  and  if  not  timely  re- 
moved exafperates  the  difeafe. 

There  is  no  method  of  cure  effectual 
in  this  cafe  but  fuch  as  removes  debility; 
any  other  means  are  only  palliative,  and 
ificfre&ual. 


On  SPAS  M.* * 

WHATEVER  intention  of  cure  fpafm 
^ * affords,  it  muft  necelfarily  differ 
from  the  method  of  cure  of  any  of  the 
two  fpecies  of  difeafes,  inafmuch  as  the 

R 2 Rate 

The  Common  Account  of  Spasm.  \ 

* SPASM,  is  derived  from  ff7r «'«,  to  draw>  a fpafm, 
a convulfion,  a ftrain,  A fpafm  may  be  laid  to  be  pre- 
fent  when  any  part  of  the  human  body,  by  the  influence 
of  the  mufcular  membranous,  or  nervous  fibres,  is  con- 
trafted  involuntary.  This  fpaftic  affedion  particu- 
lar^ afFeds  the  nervous  and  membranous  parts ; (bch 
as  the  ftomach,  and  the  whole  volume  of  the  inteftines  j 


VARIOUS  SYSTEMS 


132 

Rate  of  the  body  (in  any  or  either  which 
we  wifh  to  reflore)  is  demonftrated  to  be 
the  caufe  in  the  other,  and  it  is  repug^- 
nant  to  common  fenfe,  that  the  ftate 

could 

whence  proceed  the  hyfteric  and  hypochondriac  paffi- 
ons.  A fpajm  is  alfo  prefent  when  there  is  an  hemorrh- 
age, a congeftion  of  blood,  unequal  flux  of  the  fluids, 
anxieties,  and  fuppreffed  excretions.  A Jpafm , affect- 
ing the  dura  mater  conflderably,  occafions  contractions 
.of  th£  whole  nervous  and  membranous  fyftem,  whence 
an  epilepfy,  or  univerfal  convulflon.  Spafms  in  the  me- 
dulla fpinalis  produce  convulftons,  viz.  obftruCled  per- 
fpiration,  haemorrhages,  coftivenefs,  ftranguary,  afth- 
ma,  &c. 

• 4 1 J *_•  4 

SPASMI.  Spafmodic  difeafe,  in  Dr.  Cullen’s  No- 
fology,  this  is  an  order  in  the  clafs  neurofes.  The 
term  fpofm  hath  been  yarioufly  ufed  ; in  the  mod  com- 
mon fenle,  it  hath  fignified  any  preternatural  contraction 
of  any  particular  part  of  the  body,  either  without  any 
ftimulus  immediately  applied  to  the  part,  or  which  re- 
mains its  caufe  is  removed.  More  properly  fpafms  are 
thofe  preternatural  contractions,  which  are  attended 
with  confiderable  mobility  of  the  fyftem.  Dr.  Cullen 
defines  fpafm  to  be  a preternatural  motion  of  themufcles, 
or  of  the  mufcular  fibres  ; and  Under  the  title  of  / paf 
modic  affections,  he  includes  all  the  difeafes  which  con- 
fift  in  the  preternatural  ftate  of  the  contraction  and  mo- 
tion of  the  mulcular,  or  moving  fibres  in  any  part  of 
the  body. 
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could  be  both  the  caufe  and  thecontary 
beddes  fpafm  cannot  be  the  caufe  of  phlo- 
giftic  difeafes,  becaufe  the  noxious  ex- 
citing 

The  fpafmiy  have  generally  been  divided  into  the 
tonici  and  cionici,  fpaftici  agiterii,  or  motorii  and 
fpaf/ns , ftridtly  fo  called,  and  ccnvullions.  But  moll 
of  the  difeafes  called  fpafrnodic , are  in  refpedt  to  tonic 
or  clonic,  of  fo  mixed  a nature,  that  it  feems  preferable 
to  arrange  fpafrnodic  diforders  according  as  they  efredl 
the  feveral  functions,  animal,  vital,  or  natural.  See 
Cullen's  Firfl  Lines,  viii. 

\ i rc-,.  i ' •*! 

SPASMUS.  A Spafm,  the  cramp,  or  convulfi&ns, 
from  a-7raw,  to  draw. 

SPASMUS  CLONICUS.  Clonic  fpafm.  In  a 
morbid  Irate,  the  contraction  of  the  mufcles,  or  of  the 
mufcular  fibres,  are  voluntary,  and  are  excited  by  un- 
ufual  and  unnatural  caufes.  When  the  contractions 
are  fucceeded  by  a relaxation,  but  at  the  fame  time,  are 
repeated  without  the  concurrence  of  the  will,  or  the 
repetition  of  the  natural  caufes,  and  are,  A.  fame 
time,  repealed  more  frequently,  and  commonly  more 
violently,  than  in  a healthy  flate  ; this  Hate  of  morbid 
contraction  bath  been  named  clonic  fpafm , and  is  what 
Dr.  Cullen,  in  his  Nofology,  names  convulfions.  See 
Cullen’s  Firft  Lines,  viii. 

SARDONIUS  RISUS.  Sardonian  laughter.  A 
convulfive  involuntariy  laughter,  and  is  thus  named 
from  the  herba  Sardonia,  which  is  a Species  of  ra- 
nunculus, and  is  Laid  to  produce  fuch  convulfive  motions. 
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citing  powers  do  not  tend  to  conftitute 
Jpafrriy  nor  the  remedies  to  remove  it. 

How  can  ftimulants,  which,  by  en- 
creafing  the  excitement,  encreafe  firft  all 
the  actions,  afterwards  disturb  fome,  lef- 
fen  others,  and  continue  to  encreafe  the 

reft  ? Or  how  can  they  defert  the  whole 
body  befides,  and  turn  all  their  fury  on  its 

furface  } How  can  venefedtion,  and  evacu- 
ants  of  all  kinds,  and  low  diet,  which  by 
Ieflening  the  diftention,  and  confequently 

the 

in  the  cheeks  as  relembling  thofe  motions  which  are 
pbferved  in  the  face  during  a fit  of  laughter.  This 
complaint  is  fometimes  fpcedily  fatal.  If  the  ranunculus 
happens  to  be  the  caufe,  the  cure  mull  he  attempted  by 
means  of  a vomit,  and  frequent  draughts  of  hydromel 
with  milk. 

9 

SPASMUS  TONICUS.  Tonic  fpafm.  In  a mor- 
bid ftate,  the  contraction  of  the  mufcles,  or  of  the  muf- 
cular  fibres,  are  involuntary,  and  are  excited  by  unufual 
^nd  unnatural  caufcs.  When  the  contractions  are  to  a 
violent  degree,  and  are  neither  fucceeded  by  a fponta- 
ncous  relaxation,  nor  readily  yield  to  an  extention, 
cither  from  the  adtion  of  antajronift  mufcles,  or  from 
other  extending  powers  applied  j this  ftate  of  contrafti- 
ons  is  what  hath  been  called  a to.nic  and  what  Dr. 

Cullen  names  fhidtly  and  fimply,  a /[ufm. 
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the  ftimulus  applied  to  all  the  velTeis,  lef- 
fen  the  excitement  all  over  the  body  ? How 
can  reft  of  the  body*  which  retards  the 
blood  ? flow  can  reft,  of  the  mental  fa- 
culty, and  tranquility  of  mind,  which  de- 
notes the  weak  application  of  a power- 
ful ftimulus,  to  the  brain  ? I fay,  how 
can  they  negle<ft  their  wellknown  office 
of  adting  on  the  fyftem  in  genera),  and  as 
if  it  was  feized  with  a fudden  diftra<ftion 
or  madnefs,  each  or  all,  diredt  their  whole 
fury  on  the  extreme  veftels  ? Shew  me  one 
exciting  noxious  power  that  conftitutes  a 
fpafm  ? Shew  me  even  one  remedy  that 
will  remove  it,  and  then  I will  allow  you 
a iimilar  operation  of  the  reft,  and  will 

eaiily  go  into  your  opinion,  which  attri- 
butes the  caufe  of  a phloglftic  diathcfis  to 

fpafm. 

What  then  is  predilpofition  ? What  be- 
comes of  it  ? How  is  it  to  be  explained, 
if  fpafm  is  to  be  taken  up  as  the  caufe  of 
difeafe  ? 

By  taking  in  too  much  victuals  aione, 
and  want  of  cxercife,  a perfon  may  be 

brought. 
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brought,  from  the  hair  breadth  of  good 
health,  thro1  all  the  different  ftages  of 
predifpofition,  into  a violent  peripneu- 
mony  j and,  as  was  faid  before,  when  this 
is  brought  about,  what  difference  is  there 
in  the  ftate  of  the  fyftem,  the  day  the 
difordcr  made  its  attack,  and  the  day 
before  it  ? Are  the  veffels,  which  are 
full  this  day,  to  be  fuppofed  empty  the 
day  before,  or  does  the  pulfe,  from  being 
feeble,  imall,  and  foft,  become  - ftrong, 
full,  and  hard  all  of  a fudden,  at  the  ap- 
proach of  a difeafe  ? 

And  does  the  phlogiftic  diathefis  rufh 
into  the  fyftem,  as  if  it  were,  at  one 
bounce  ? Is  there  no  encreafe  of  ftrength, 
vigour  of  mind,  or  power  of  affedtions, 
which  are  obferved  in  a phlogiftic  diathe- 
fis, neither  the  contrary  in  a contrary  dia- 
thefis, nor  even  a deviation  from  found 
health  to  be  feen,  before  the  approach  of 
the  difeafe  ? 

Does  a man  that  is  predifpofed  to  drop- 
fy,  or  in  the  very  difeafe,  in  an  inftant 
of  time  fall  into  a pleurily  ? Or  does  the 

indication 
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In  creation  of  the  exciting  powers  adl  on 
the  body  in  vain,  during  all  the  reft  of  the 
predifpofition,  and  beginning  of  the  di- 
feafe  ? Will  the  various  ftimuli  then  of  too 
intenfe  thought,  of  anger,  of  plentiful 
victuals  and  well  feafoned,  of  ftrong  drink, 
of  blood,  abundant  all  over  the  body,  be- 
lides  put  in  motion  by  exercife  ? I fay,  do 
not  thofe  various  ftimuli,  operating  very 
Jong  in  high  degree,  conftantly  prevail  by 
degrees.* 

On  the  other  hand,  is  it  to  be  fuppo- 
fed  that  they  excite  the  difeafe,  by  a fudden 
affault,  and  conftitute  it,  by  bringing  on 
a fpafm,  on  the  extreme  veffels,  and  not 
diftending  the  reft  of  the  body?  Will  pre- 
difpofition, Which  always,  in  moft  difeafes, 
(altho’  notfufficiently  underftood,  has  been 
admitted)  be  neceftary  to  conftitute  fpafm  ?' 
It  muft  be  fo  (that  is,  it  cant  be  denied) 
a predifpofition  to  this  and  other  general 
difeafes  will  be  admitted;  and  if  it  be  ad- 
mitted, it  cannot  be  denied  but  it  is  con- 
ned with  the  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  and 
that  predifpofition,  differs  little  from  it. 


v 
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the  one  bordering  immediately  on  the 
other. 

Every  other  fymptom,  which  obaradte- 

J fay  rt*r?vfZt/  /o' 

rizes  the  commencement  of  a difeale,yl(if 
you  except  a flight  confufton  of  fome  of 
the  actions,)  depending  alfo  on  the  fame 
powers,  on  which  the  Rate  of  the  other 
adtions  depend,  and  which,  are  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  fame  means,.  And,  there- 
fore, if  fpafm  be  peculiar  to  the  former, 
it  muft  be  to  the  latter ; but  fpafm  is 
by  no  means  aftertfcd  to  take  place  in 
predifpofition ; nay  it  is  even  admitted 
to  be  abfent therefore,  we  are  not  to  ad- 
mit its  exigence  in  difeafe.) 

Therefore,  inafmuch  as  the  fame  excit- 
ing powers,  which  conftitute  difeafe,  con- 
ftitute alfo  predifpofition,  and  are  found  to 
conftitute  both,  by  the  fame  mode  of  ope- 
ration, the  fame  effedts  muft  be  judged  to 
flow  from  their  common  operation,  and 
not  one  effedt  in  one  cafe,  and  a different 
effedl  in  another.. 


Whence 
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Whence  it  is  clear,  that  fpafm,  which 
as  wanting  in  predifpofition,  cannot  exift 

in  difeafe.* 

In  fine,  as  fpafm  is  laid  to  arife  from  de- 
bility, lee  Dr.  Cullen's  Firh  Lines  of  the 
Practice  of  Phyfic,  even  on  this  very  ac- 
count, it  mufc  necefiarily  be  different  from 
phlogi/fic  difeafes  ^ for  debility  cannot 
take  place  in  difeafes  which  depend  on  too 
much  vigour  as  a caufe,  which  thing  is 
powerrul ly  confirmed  by  ftimulants  cauf- 
ing  thefe  difeaies,  and  debilitants  removing 
them  effectually  j whereas,  there  are  fome 
lymptoms,  luch  as  horror,  languor,  and 
latitude,  which  indicate  a diminution  of 
the  a&ions,  and  therefore  may  be  faid  to 
prove  debility  alfo  as  a caufe  ; neverthelefs, 
no  debihty  takes  place,  which  as  a caufe, 
might  produce  thefe  fymptoms ; fo  that 
order  is  evidenced  from  this  circumfhnce 
alone,  becaufe  the  fame  noxious  pow- 
ers, which  Simulate  too  much,  create 
thofe  too,  and  the  fame  remedies  remove 
them  which  remove  all  the  other  fymp- 
toms. 

S 2 
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If  venefedtion  allays  the  great  action  -of 
the  veffels,  and  removes  the  other  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe,  will  not  the  horror, 
languor,  and  latitude  be  removed  alfo  at 
the  fame  time?  Which,  if  they  can  be 
removed  by  a debilitating  power,  can  they 
be  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the  fame  pow- 
er ? Who  is  it  could  fay  fo  ? 

Spafm  cannot  be  faid  to  be  the  caufe  of 
phlogiftic  difeafes,  becaufe,  befides  that 
in  them  no  debility  exifts,  a diftention,  or 
any  thing  reprefenting  it,  is  intirely  want- 
ing to  the  fibres  of  the  extreme  veffels 
which  diftention,  will  be  afterwards  prov- 
ed, to  be  neceffary,  in  order  to  conftitute 
fpafm  with  an  atony  and  laxity  of  fibres, 
how  much  does  this  diftention  differ  from 
that,  which  induces  a fpafm  on  the  fto-*- 

mach,  inteftines,  bladder,  renal  veflels,  or 
biliary  dudts. 

Befides,  if  it  was  fufficient  to  caufe  a 
fpafm,  the  fpafm  fhould  not  attack  the  ex- 
treme veffels,  but  all  the  reft  of  the  veflels, 
which  are  filled  more  than  thofe  ! but  nei- 
ther the  one  nor  the  other  is  true,  nor 


can 
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can  any  thing  which  reprefents  didention 
in  efftd,  fuch  as  whatever  c.aules  a tetanic 
fpafm,  difcharge  the  office  of  didention  in 
this  place,  for  whatever  that  be  it  belongs 
to  the  mufcles,  and  is  connected  with  the 
efr.d  of  the  will,  to  which  the  vedels,  and 
organs  of  involuntary  motion  cannot  be 
furjeded. 

Laddy,  Phlogiftic  difeafes  mud;  be  free 
from  fpafm,  becaufe,  fpafm  is  peculiar  to 
thole  difeafes,  whofe  caufe  is  debility  j 
whereas,  all  the  fymptoms  of  phlogiftic 
difeafes  are  proved  to  arife  from  too  much 
vigour  as  a caufe. 

There  is  no  proof  more  certain  of  a di- 
feafe  being  aflhenic,  and  of  the  abfence  of 
a phlogidic  difeafe,  than  the  prefence  of 
fpafm,  or  convuldon. 

This  obfcrvation  cannot  but  be  of  the 
greated:  fervice,  both  in  the  diagnods  and 
cure,  and  from  the  fame  you  may  learn 
how  great  this  error  mud:  be,  which  not 
only  c^nneds  fpal'm  with  a phlogidic  dia- 
theds  but  even  fuppofes  it  the  caufe  of  that 

diatheds  j 
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diathefis ; and  does  not  attribute  it  to  its 
proper  caufe,  but  a new  and  unfuitable 
one. 

There  is  nothing  more  confident  with 
itfelf  than  nature,  nothing  more  obfervant 
of  order  and  form,  wherever  (he  (hews 
any  part  of  herfelf,  you  may  be  affured 
that  the  other  parts  are  arranged  in  their 
proper  order.  Some  nearer,  feme  more 
remote,  fome  contiguous  and  others  .re- 
moved at  a diftance,  all  arranged  like  the 
limbs  in  a man’s  body,  and  dilpofed  in 
their  proper  places,  fo  as  that  to  be  fure 
\ that  any  one  limb  is  not  connected  with 
any  other  in  diforder. 

As  fpafrn  then  in  phlogiftic  difeafes, 
but  efpecially  when  fuppofed  to  attack  the 
extreme  veflels,  is  the  fame  thing,  as  if 
you  l'uppofed  one  of  the  feet  to  grow  out 
of  the  forehead, 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  by  fuppofing 
a fpafrn  to  attack  fome  of  the  interior  ca- 
vities in  afthenic  difeafes,  which  are  cha- 
racterized by  genera!  fymptoms  of  debili- 
ty. 
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ty,  and  a diftention  of  the  part  affedted, 
you  will  fet  the  foot  in  its  own  place  back 
again,  correfponding  to  the  other  foot  and 
lying  under  the  thighs  and  relative  parts  of 
the  body. 

Over  and  above  to  the  arguments  al- 
ready mentioned  the  following  may  be  ad- 
ded, that  fpafm  in  confideration  of  the 
caufe  of  ^hlogiftic  difeafes  is  intirely  nu- 
gatory, as  I have  at  full  length  proved* 
that  a phlogifiic  diathefis  alone,  is  fuffici- 
ent  for  constituting  phlogistic  difeafes.  Be- 
tides, what  is  confidered  as  fpafm  in  thofe 
difeafes,  is  nothing  clfe  than  the  phlogif- 
tic diathefis  being  more  abundant  on  the 
furface  than  interior  parts  of  the  body, 
which  fhall  be  hereafter  proved  at  full 
length. 

The  real  State  is  an  encreafed  denfity  of 
the  mufcular  fibres  from  an  encreafed  ex- 
citement, diminishing  the  diameters  of  all 
the  vefiels,  and  clofing  up  Some  of  them  ; 
which  Slate,  is  brought  about  by  nothing 
elfe  but  the  noxious  fiimulating  powers* 

which 


j44  VARIOUS  SYSTEMS 


which  conftitute  all  the  other  fymptomf, 
and  which  are  removed  by  debilitants  alone, 
which  alfo  remove  all  the  difeafe  from  all 
parts  of  the  fyftem,  to  the  fame  thing  be- 
longs alfo  this  truth,  that  the  former 
alone  create  a preoifpofition  to  difeafe,  and 
the  latter  remove  and  prevent  it.  What 
can  the  fimplicity  of  nature  require  more 
fimple  than  this  explanation  ? Or  what 
can  be  more  repugnant  to  the  cj^dtrine  of 
fpafm  ? 

As  fpafm  is  intirely  excluded  from  the 
caufe  of  phlogiftic  difeafes,  fo  it  has  no 
more  to  do  with  the  extreme  veflels  in  fe- 
vers, which  you  are  to  confider  as  afthenic 
difeafes  > in  which  fevers  altho’  debility, 
which  is  required  for  conftituting  fpafm , 
r.nd  indeed  is  neceflhry  to  conftitute  it, 
when  it  attacks  the  interior  parts  of  the 
body,  is  not  wanting,  neverthelefs  diftention 
which  is  as  neceftary  is  abfent,  but  if  thofe 
veftels  being  fo  much  filled  and  diftended  as 
they  are  accuftomed  to  be  in  a phlogiftic 
diathefis,  neverthelefs  do  not  arrive  at  a dif- 
tention fuffirient  for  creating  fpafm  ; thefe 


fame 


OF  MEDICINE. 


T45 

fame  veil'd s now  when  empty,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  debility,  are  much  lefs  to  be  fup- 
pofed  to  arrive  at  the  fame  degree  of  d in- 
tention. Diftention  is  necelfary  for  every 
kind  of  fpafm  (if  you  except  one  kind  of 
it;)  which  exception  does  not  invali- 
date my  argument.  In  dyfpepfia,  a fordes  or 
an  let  loofe,  and  in  like  manner  in  the 
gout,  which  is  a peculiar  difpepfia,  in  the 
cholic ; air  aifo  and  imparted  faeces,  in  the 
renal  and  biliferous  dudts,  concretions 
conftitute  the  diftending  caufe.  What  is 
therein  the  extreme  veftels  of  a perfon  in 
a fever  like, or  analogous  to  thefe  diftending 
caufe  ? v 

Tetanic  fpafm  is  that  which  does  not 
require  a diftending  caufe,  but  that  there 
is  fomething  like  diftention  in  this  too,  is 
proved  by  a fimilarity  of  effects,  the  con- 
ftderation  of  which  does  not  make  any 
thing  for  proving  this  fpafm  on  the  fur- 
face,  as  it  is  called  by  a certain  Gentle- 
man ; its  place  being  in  the  mufcles,  and 
confequently  conne&ed  with  the  will, 
does  not  admit  us  to  attribute  it  to  the 

T fame 
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fame  caufe.  As  this  is  the  cafe,  hear  the 
arguments  in  defence  of  fpafm  on  the  fur- 
face  in  it  the  fkin  grows  pale,  the  body 
is  leffened,  fwellings,  &c.  decreafe,  ulcers 
are  dried  up,  rings  fall  off,  &c.  but  the 
caufe  of  palenefs  and  diminution  of  fize 
is  eafy  to  be  underftood,  viz.  they  take 
place  in  confequence  of  the  general  debi- 
lity, in  which  the  heart  participating  of 
this  debility  which  isgeneral,  cannot  pro- 
pel the  blood  to  the  extreme  veffeis,  the 
fame  is  the  caufe,  of  the  diminution  of 
tumors  and  drying  of  ulcers. 

If  fpafm  was  the  caufe  of  thefe  affe&i- 
ons,  fee  what  would  follow.  However 
flowly  the  blood  may  move,  it  would  not 
flop  before  it  reached  the  extreme  veffeis, 
and  would  be  collected  and  accumulated 
there,  and  being  thus  accumulated,  w'ould 
difiend  fuch  parts  of  the  veflels  as  are  open, 
would  prefs  on  the  contiguous  parts  of  the 
veffeis,  and  fill  the  adjacent  parts  all  around, 
and  being  thus  abundant,  in  a little  time 
would  reftore  the  colour,  and  in  fine  would 
encreafe  the  difeharge  of  ulcers,  altho’  be- 
ing 
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ing  checked  in  the  beginning  by  the  fpafm, 
in  confequence  of  their  being  foon  inlarg- 
ec,  and  in  confequence  of  fome  of  the 
vellels,  being  clofed  and  eroded  by  the 
encreaftng  acrimony,  6cc. 

The  only  arguments  which  have  been 
advanced  to  fupport  the  opinion  of  fpafm, 
refute  it,  and  prove  debility  as  the  caufe. 

I know  very  well  you  will  fay  that  the 
extreme  veflels  alone,  are  not  affected,  but 
alfo  a contiguous  portion  cf  the  fame  vef- 
fels  are  equally  affe&ed/  but  from  what 
indication  will  you  fay  fo  ? Will  the  pale- 
nefs,  diminution  of  fize,  decreafe  of  tu- 
mors, and  drying  of  ulcers  in  the  parts 
which  are  vifible,  illudrate  the  date  of  the 
parts  which  are  not  vifible  ? but  you,  as 
an  author,  will  fay  what  is  neceflary  for 
your  own  purpofe  to  take  place,  but  what 
is  noteafy  for  others  to  prove ; but  let  me 
grant  you  your'fpafm  for  a time,  provided 
you  promife  that  you  will  hold  it  fad,  and 
not  let  it  fly  out  of  your  hand.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  a typhus  fever,  that  the  fkin 

T 2 
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is  dry,  and  at  the  end  of  it,  the  fweat  is 
clammy  and  thick,  is  true;  it  happens 
too  in  lome  cafes  that  in  tire  blood,  with 
all  its  parts,  paffes  thro’  all  the  pores ; 
What  is  your  fpafm  doing  now  ? What  is 
become  of  it  ? How  comes  it  that  this 
fpafm,  which  proves  an  obftacle  to  the 
infenfible  perfpiration,  can  now  tranfmir, 
even  the  thickeft  fluid  in  the  body,  f as  in 
jsetechce  &c.)  What  kind  of  a fpafm  is  this, 
which  opens  a diameter  three  times  greater 
than  that  which  takes  place,  when  there 
is  no  fpafm  at  all,  as  in  found  and  natural 
health?  Even  now,  you  will  not  admit 
that  fpafm  is  taken  off,  becaufe  you  nmft 
forfooth  know,  that  while  this  fever,  which 
is  the  effebt  of  fpafm,  remains,  nay  en- 
creafes,  the  fpafm,  as  the  caufe,  muft  re- 
main and  encreafe.  A confideration  of 
the  operation  of  the  common  powers,  to 
create  predifpohtion  to  fever,  and  fever 
itfelf,  overturns  the  idea^of  lpafm ; for 
how  can  cold  following  the  nature  of  its 
operation,  which  is  always  to  corrupt  or 
debilitate  ? Or  how  can  heat,  the  former 
direbtlv,  and  the  latter  indirebtly,  debi- 
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Htating  ? How  can  hunger?  How  can 
fear,  grief,  immoderate  venery,  the  Jofs 
of  blood,  and  the  other  fluids  of  the  bo- 
dy, and  weaknels  left  as  an  efFedt  of  former 
difeafes,  which  both  in  p«difpofition  and 
in  difeafe  operate  on  the  w oole  body,  and 
excitability  by  debilitating  them  ? I fay, 
how  can  all  t'hefe  powers  be  luppofed  to 
defert  fheir  ufual  operations,  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  difeafe,  and  transfer  their 
whole  power  on  the  extreme  veflels  of  the 
furface  of  the  body  ? If  you  fhould  fay 
that  morbific  matter,  generally  contagi- 
ous, does  it,  how  can  you  prove  it  ? 

If  tonics  and  fliimulants,  which  relieve 
and  remove  all  difeafes  of  debility,  and 
the  whole  aflhenic  fpecies,  remove  the 
efF-dt  of  this  matter  too,  of  whatever 
kina  it  may  be,  and  if  ail  debilitants  are 
certainly  injurious,  which  is  proved  by 
rea fan,  and  cor  firmed  by  experience,  and 
if,  without  the  common  noxious  powers 
preceding,  fevers  nevg-  attack  the  fyftem, 
nor  confifl  in  any  other  ftate  of  the  body 
than  fuch  as  is  caufed  by  the  noxious 
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powers,  is  the  effedt  of  this  morbid  mat- 
ter, in  conftituting  a difeafe,  or  its  ope- 
ration to  be  fuppofed  different,  and  not 
the  fame  with  the  common  noxious  pow- 
ers ; So  bo,  frignd,  look  clofe  to  the  mat- 
ter, conflder  for  a moment  the  notion  of 
fpafm,  not  as  yet  difcovered,  diveft  your- 
lelf  of  all  prejudice  for  a fhcrt  time,  make 
irfe  for  once  of  the  reafon  which  God 
gave  you,  which  if  you  do,  and  make  ufe 
of  your  own  judgment,  you  never  will  be 
perfuaded,  that,  that  cffedt,  which  is  the 
fame,  and  one  perfectly  contrary  to  it  can 
be  the  fame. 

There  is  nothing  in  nature,  nothing  in 
truth  plainer,  more  certain  or  fimple, 
than  that  all  the  fymptoms  of  fevers  pro- 
perly fo  called,  arife  from  noxious  debili- 
tating powers,  whether  they  are  general 
ones,  viz.  common  to  all  fevers,  or  whe- 
ther they  be  fymptoms  peculiar  to  each, 
conf  ft  in  debility,  and  yei Id  to  remedies  that 
adt  by  their  ftimulating.  The  matter  cant- 
ing tevers,  it  fucb  there  be,  either  gives 
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the  peculiar  form  of  the  difeafe  alone,  or 
adts  altogether  in  the  fame  manner  in  which 
the  common  noxious  powers  act ; and  to 
the  effect  of  both,  proper  relief  is  admi- 
niftered  by  the  fame  kind  of  adtion,  and 
by  the  fame  powers,  both  before  the  di- 
feafe and  after,  which  is  to  be  removed  by 
remedies,  which  adt  equally  extenfive,  by 
/Emulating  the  w|jole  fyftem,  as  the  noxi- 
ous debilitating  powers  have  done,  having 
adted  on  the  whole  fyftem,  and  having 
left  debility  as  an  effedt,  which  effedt  is 
the  confequence  often  of  the  operation  of 
debilitating  powers  often  applied,  as  T.E. 
to  remove  fevers,  which  is  diametrically 
oppofite,  and  clafhes  with  the  opinion  of 
fpafm.  Therefore,  if  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  the  other  clafs  of  difeafes,  no  fpafm  ex- 
ifted  before  the  difeafe,  it  cannot  exift  af- 
ter it  is  conflituted. 


This  opinion  of  fpafm  is  further  refuted 
by  this,  that  the  remedies  are  not  fuppofed 
to  adt  on  the  general  fyftem,  in  the  inten- 
tion of  cure,  and  that  thefe  remedies  have 
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ro  general  operation  at  all,  nordoes  the  in- 
tention of  core  correlpond  with  the  caufe 
of  the  difeafe  ; on  the  contrary,  all  jar  with 
ali,  each  with  each,  and  one  with  another. 
Of  the  noxious  exciting  powers,  fome  are 
Rid  to  be  fedatives,  from  the  very  begin- 
ning j the  efFedts  of  which  are  faid  to  be 
both  debility,  fpafm,  and  encreafed  adtion  ; 
and  in  thefe  they  fuppchhd  the  caufe  to 
con  fill. 

In  the  method  of  cure,  trifling  attempts 
are  made,  firft  to  remove  the  languor,  af- 
terwards by  vonefedtion  in  fmall  quantity 
at  a time,  but  long  continued,  and  con- 
fequently  very  great  in  the  whole  ; and  by 
purging  or  evacuants,  fpafm,  forfooth,  is 
laid  to  be  worn  off  at  Taft,  when  the  ftrength 
of  life  is  entirely  broke,"  and  life  tottering. 

At  laid,  a very  l'rnall  quantity  of  wine 
is  ordered,  and  lately,  phylicians  have 
aqminillered  opium  at  that  period. 

Where  is  the  common  connexion  be* 
twgen  all  of  thefe,  or  of  each  among  tbem- 
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felves,  or  of  one  with  another  ? How  do 
they  chime  together,  if  we  are  to  depend 
upon  thefe,  what  agreement  is  there  be- 
tween them,  as  one  derogates  from  our 
dependence  on  the  other  ? if  reafon  is  to 
be  looked  to,  what  uniformity  or  method 
is  there  here,  where  things  the  mod  con- 
trary to  one  another,  are  combined  toge- 
ther, and  the  mod  difcordant  things  adopt- 
ed to  the  fame  principle  ? 

Therefore,  the  opinion  of  fpafm  difa- 
greeing  with  fadt,  and  with  reafon,  and 
with  itfelf,  is  betrayed  by  the  difcordance 
of  its  parts,  and  is  proved  to  be  falfe,  by 
the  very  arguments  which  are  brought  to 
defend  it;  one  refuting,  and,  as  if  it 
were,  cutting  to  pieces,  with  mutual  an- 
tipathy and  hatred  the  other. 

But,  over  and  above  that,  it  difagrees 
with  itfelf,  with  all  fadt  and  reafon ; it  is 
repugnant  to  the  date  of  predifpofition, 
and  falfe  in  every  refpedt. 
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The  fpafmodic  dodtrine  made  no  altera-- 
tion  at  all  on  pathology,  none  in  the  me- 
thod of  core,  much  lefs  makingevery  al- 
teration in  both. 

The  whole  of  this  dodtrine  is  the  re- 
mains of  other  antiquated  theories.  Fird 
fpafm,  without  any  preceding  condition, 
is  taken  up  as  a caufe,  which  but  very  late- 
ly has  been  laid  to  proceed  from  a date  of 
debility,  both  in  phlogidic  difeafes,  and 
in  fevers ; w hich  date  of  debility  has 
been  but  obfcurely  proved  at  laji , and 
as  lately  ill  applied  to  phlogidic  difeafes, 
as  well  as  to  the  dodtrine  of  fevers. 

This  condituted  fpafm  is  fuppofed  to 
encreafe  the  adtion  of  the  nervous  power, 
&c.  Here  we  have  a three-fold  caufe,  con- 
fiding of  debility,  fpafm,  and  increafed 
adtion,  which  is  abfurdly  called  re-adtion, 
(See  Dr.  Cullen’s  Fird  Lines)  various  in 
eftedt,.  ,as  inducing  the  proper  fymptoms 
of  each  of  thefe  parts ; accudomed  all'o  to- 
be  removed  by  various  remedies,  not  in 
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the  fame  order  in  which  the  caufe  advanc- 
ed, debility  obfcurely,  confufedly,  and  to 
no  good  ufe  or  purqole,  altho’  manifelt  by 
the  cleared:  Symptoms,  is  feen  like  the 
moon  thro’  the  clouds,  or  is  luppofed  to 
be  feen,  and  only  made  mention  of  here, 
is  introduced  on  the  flage  like  a dumb 
character  j Here,  where  you  expedt  a great 
deal  new,  contrary  to  vour  expectation,  no 
fuch  things  +&  brought  into  practice. 

The  only  flate  which  is  confidered  as 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  is  fpafm,  and  from 
thence  encreafed  aCtion. 

The  exciting  powers,  which  both  be- 
fore the  aifeafe  and  after  it,  any  man,  not 
blinded  by  prejudice  would  lee  and  admit 
to  act  on  the  whole  body,  and  difule  the 
debility  throughout  the  fy Item. 

I fay,  thofe  noxious  exciting  powers  are 
fuppofed  to  turn  all  their  fury  on  the  ex- 
treme velfels  of  the  Hein,  and  there,  after 
conftituting  a fpafm,  .to  excite  the  nervous 
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power,  much  greater  and  much  higher 
than  what  takes  place  in  health. 

That  you  may  with  more  certainty  un- 
derftand,  that  tho’  an  evident  debility, 
which  has  been  proved,  cannot  be  con-' 
ceived  from  the  fpafmodic  dodtrine,  there 
is  no  provifion  at  all  made  for  it,  neither 
in  your  indications  of  cure,  for  they  are 
many,  nor  in  the  remedies  prefcribed  : cer- 
tainly blood  drawn  in  the  beginning,  then 
purging  ufed  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
and  laftly  as  many  glades  of  wine  and 
water,  as  bumpers  of  pure  wine,  which  a 
man  in  health  may  take,  is  ordered  in  ex- 
treme debility,  and  given  by  degrees,  and 
drop  by  drop,  on  the  very  verge  of  death, 
which  tend  not  much  to  give  vigour  and 
remove  debility. 

Confequently  the  prefent  opinion  of 
fpafm  does  not  differ  at  all  from  the  form- 
er, neither  the  one  or  the  other  differs 

* 

from  either ; and  in  fadt,  the  real  difference 
betwen  the  one  and  the  other,  is  only  in 
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this,  that  in  the  one  debility  is  mentioned, 
but  not  in  the  other. 

Why  do  you,  who  defend  fpafm,  who- 
ever you  be,  as  placed  in  debility  only  in 
words  ; I fay,  whoever  you  are,  why  do  you 
draw  blood  in  the  beginning  of  a fever? 
Is  not  it  becaufe  you  fuppofed  an  encreaf- 
ed  irritation,  or  a greater  a<5tion  of  the 
nervous  power  than  in  health  ? How  do 
you  know  that  fo  great  an  adtion  takes 
place,  or  fo  great  vigour  ? And  that,  that 
is  diminifhed  by  venefedtion  ; whereas  all 
the  fymptoms  fhew  that  the  patients 
ftrength  is  broke  and  reduced.  Is  it  be- 
caufe Sydenham  applied  no  other  pathology, 
no  other  method  of  cure,  and  that  only  in 
all  difeafes. 

% 

But  if  he,  (who  by  difcovering  the 
nature  and  cure  of  phlogiftic  difeafes,  de- 
ferved  well  ot  medicine,)  did  not  fee  other 
diieafes  proceeding  from  debility  as  a 
caufe,  and  confeqOently  applied  no  patho- 
iogy  or  method  of  cure  to  them,  was  it 
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not  your  bufi  nefs,  as  well  as  his  to  make 
ufe  of  your  realon,  and  fupply  tne  o els 
of  that  great  man.  If  you  read  the  doc- 
trine I have  already  delivered,  and  cr  nli- 
dcr  from  that,  or  any  other  fource,  .hat 
the  powers,  on  which  all  the  functions  of 
life  depend,  deviating  from  that  ftand-rd, 
which  is  neceftary  for  found  health,  fooner 
or  later  caufe  a predifpofition  to  difeafe, 
and  difeafes,  themfelves ; and  according  as 
thefe  powers  encreafe  more  or  lefs,  you 
would  confequentiy  grant,  that  predifpo- 
iition  to  thefe  difeafes,  the  phlogiftic  con- 
fifts  in  a degree  of  excefs,  in  the  power  of 
life,  and,  that  the  difeafes  themfelves  con- 
lift  in  a ft  ill  greater  degree  of  the  fame 
powers. 

Becaufe  by’the  iriftrudtions  of  Sydenham, 
you  apply  powers  that  fhorten  life,  in 
order  to  re-eftablifti  health.  Could  not  you 
conceive  that  the  fame  powers  may  pof- 
fibly  he  deficient,  and  link  below  that 
fame  ftandard,  which  is  neceftary  for 
health,  and  thus,  conftitute  a predifpofiti- 
on  to  difeafes  of  a quite  contrary  nature, 
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and  even  thefe  difeafes  themfelves  ; and 
could  not  you  perceive  that  this  predifpo- 
fition  confifts  in  a certain  degFee  of  defici- 
ency of  the  power  of  life,  and  that  thefe 
difeafes  themfelves  eonfift  in  a higher  de- 
gree of  that  deficiency  ? 

If  life  is  injured  by  a too  great  quantity 
of  the  exciting  powers,  fhould  not  we 
reafonabiy  fufpedl,  that  it  may  poffibly  be 
affedted  alfo  by  an  oppofite  caufe.  This 
is  evident  indeed  to  common  fenfe,  but 
not  to  you. 

Becaufe  a Sydenham,  in  the  peripneumo- 
ny,  with  great  propriety  drew  blood,  but 
very  improperly  in  a few  other  cafes,  and 
purged,  you  do  the  fame  in  a typhus  fever, 
and  the  fame  in  a plague;  but  you  fay,  you 
very  fparingly  apply  the  former  of  the 
two  remedies ; a very  great  deal  of  thanks 
is  due  to  you  for  this ; you  efiablifh  no 
difference  in  the  thing  itfelf,  but  fome  in 
the  magnitude ; you  obferve,  in  the  form* 
er  difeafes  a phlogiftic  diathefis,  and  a 
great  force  of  flimulating  noxious  powers  * 
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in  the  latter  difeafes  you  obferve  the  fame 
irritation,  and  the  fame  affeCtions  in  kind, 
in  the  body.  You  draw  your  lancet  a- 
gainft  both.  You  equal  the  giant  and 
the  pygmy,  by  cutting  off  fomething 
from  both,  but  fomewhat  lefs  from  the 
latter:  with  the  fame  hook  you  cut  down 
the  luxuriant  and  pining  crop  of  corn.  If 
reafon,  however,  well  grounded,  cannot 
prevail  with  you,  will  not  certain  and 
manifeft  faCts,  found  in  your  ears  the  voice 
of  reafon  ? do  not  languor  of  body  and 
mind,  weaknefs  of  intellects,  loathing  of 
victuals,  naufea,  and  vomiting,  a feeble, 
fmall,  irregular  pulfe,  palenefs,  inability 
to  perform  voluntary  motions,  characterize 
fevers,  and  clearly  diftinguifh  them  from 
phlogiftic  difeafes  ? 

In  thefe  fpecies  of  difeafes,  are  not  all 
fymptoms  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  other 
clafs  ? do  thefe  fymptoms  '(how  no  dif- 
ference but  that  of  magnitude  ? where  are 
thefe  indications  of  your  boafted  irritati- 
on yes,  you  fay  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  dry- 
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nefs  of  fkin,  and  cncreafed  heat  in  the 
fame.  ■ - - ' 1 

To  fuppofe  drynefs  of  fkin  to  proceed 
from  fpafm,  is  .begging  the  que.ltipo,  for 
I have  proved,  page.  147,  &c.:that  ij;  de- 
pends on  debility.  ...  . .4  v:r,  . 

The  heat  in  aflhenic,  is  much  lets  than 
in  phlogiftic  difeafes ; very  often  it  does 
not  exceed  the  heat  of  a perfon  in  health, 
in  the  former,  fumetimes  it  is  bejow  it. 
This  heat  is  unequal,  in  the  beginning,  it 
is  enpreafed  in  its  eburfe,  in  the  extremi- 
ties afterwards  diminilhed,  and  at  laffc  in- 
tirely  extinguifhed  j which  marks  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  diftinguifh  it  from  phlogiftic 
heat,  which  is  always  great,  altho’  the 
patient  may  feem  to  feel  cold,  and  which 
is  univerfal  all  over  the  body,  and  never 
morbidly  ciminifhed,  while  the  type  of  the 
dileafe  remains,  much  lefs  every  where 
extinguifhed. 

Both  depend  on  fuppreffed  perfpiration, 
but  each  from  different  caufes.  The  phlo- 
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giftic  heat  is  conflicted  by  aphtogiftic  dia- 
thefis,  being  greater  on  the  fkin,than  on  any 
other  part  of  the  body,  but  the  heat  that 
is  called  afthenic  heat,  arifes  from  the  blood 
not  being  propelled  to  the  extreme  veffels 
from  debility.  How  that  takes  place  I 
have  partly  faid,  and  fhall  more  at  length 
hereafter.  It  is  enough  forme  to  mention, 
that  this  is  the  cafe  at  prefent. 

Heat  in  both  thefe  fpecies  of  difeafes,  is 
altogether  a different  affection,  proceeding 
from  a different  origin,  attended  with  dif- 
ferent effects,  and  pointing  out  different 
indications,  which  is  evident  further  from 
the  other  effe&s  which  attend  both  fpecies 
of  difeafes. 

All  fymptoms  of  abounding  vigour  at- 
tend a phlogiftic  heat,  and  all  fymptoms 
of  deficient  vigour  attend  an  afthenic  heat ; 
for  even  the  velocity  of  the  pulfe  is  not  to 
be  excepted.  Which  thing  gives  us  the 
cleared:  affurance,  that  both  heats  depend 
on  the  general  caufe  of  the  whole  concourfe 
of  fymptoms,  and  each  of  its  own.  For, 

if 


OF  MEDICINE. 


>63 

if  any  Idiopathic  difeafe  be  an  affedion  of 
the  intire  excitability,  which  is  the  fame 
and  indivihble  all  over  the  body,  and  is 
produced  by  either  caufe,  to  wit  too  much 
or  deficient  excitement,  this  truth  mull; 
follow  of  courfe. 

Therefore,  whenever  any,  or  either  af- 
fedion can  be  clearly  feen,  it  is  manifeft 
that  the  affedion  alone,  and  no  part  of 
another  affedion,  pervades  the  whole  body. 
If  that  was  not  the  cafe,  excitability  would 
con filt  of  - parts,  one  part  admitting  of 
too  much,  and  another  too  deficient  ex- 
citement. But  the  whole  dodrine  delivered 
4**-,  is  repugnant  to  this,  by  which  it  has 
been  demonftrated,  that  wherefcever  any 
one  or  more  powers,  whether  noxious  or 
falulary,  and  exciting  too  much  or  too 
little,  aded  on  tit  any  one  part,  that  thole 
powers,  aded  upon  the  whole  lyftern,  with 
the  inequality  already  mentioned,  and  en- 
creafed  or  diminifhed  the  excitability  all 
over  the  body,^in  proportion  as  they  were 
applied. 
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In  order  that  your  aflurance  of  this  opi- 
nion may  be  the  better  grounded,  I chal- 
lenge you  to  fhew  me  any  one  of  all  the 
general  difeafes , wherein  it  appears,  that 
fome  fymptoms  of  a contrary  indication 
are  connected  together,  while  moft  of  the 
fymptoms  are  either  phlogiftic  or  afthenic. 
If  you  can,  I fhall  go  over  into  your  opi- 
nion, and  forfake  my  own,  but  if  you  can- 
not, what  fufficient  reafon  can  you  aflign 
for  not  coming  into  mine,  and  taking  up 
this  dodtrine. 

It  muft  be  granted,  that  that  heat,  which 
occurs  in  fevers,  properly  fo  called,  dees 
not  proceed  from  irritation,  but  depends 
on  a fymptom  of  the  general  difeafe,  viz. 
fupprefled  perfpiration. 

Which  origin  ofheatisalfo  repugnant 
to  the  celerity  of  the  pulfe,  as  will  appear 
from  the  following  very  plain  fimilitude. 

Suppofe  a part  of  a very  fmall  veffel,  to 
be  capable  to  contain  thfree  globules  of 
blood,  and  fuppofe  two  globules  to  fill  it, 
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when  in  a ftate  of  health  j fuppofe  thrce 
globules  dirtending  it,  to  conftitute  the 
phlogirtic  ftate,  and  one  globule,  to  cGn- 
rtitute  the  aflhenic. 

Inafmuch  as  the  magnitude  of  con- 
traction in  the  veffels,  is  correlpondant  to 
the  quantity  of  blood,  that  dirtends  and 
ftimulates  them,  conlequentiy  the  greatert: 
force  of  contraction  will#be  in  the  firrt: 
cafe,  lefs  in  the  fecond,  and  leaft  of  all  in 
the  laft. 

The  excitement  correfponding  to  thefe, 
muft  oblerve  the  fame  proportion.  Again, 
inafmuch  as  firft  the  diftention,  and  then 
the  contraction,  require  fometime  to  per- 
form both  motions,  therefore,  the  more 
blood  that  is  taken  in,  flrft  caufing  a dif- 
tention and  then  a contraction  of  the  vef- 
fels,  which  is  to  tranfmit  it,  will  be  longer 
in  aCtion  ; therefore  it  is  evident  that  the 
flower  the  dsrtention  and  the  flower  mult 
contraction  be;  that  is,  it  is  manifert  that 
the  flownefs  of  contraction  will  correfpond 
to  the  quantity  of  blood. 


This 
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• This  example  being  admitted,  let  the 
time  of  contraction  in  the  cafe  of  three  par- 
ticles be  as  three,  the  contraction  from  two 
particles  being  as  two  ; that  from  one  will 
be  as  one,  which  is  very  manifelt. 

If  this  be  the  cafe  it  is  evident  that  the 
celerity  of  the  pulfe  will  be  in  proportion 
to  the  quicknefsof  contraction,  &e. 

Hence  the  caufeof  the  velocity  of  pulfes 
in  fevers  is  evident,  for  the  lefs  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  in  the  fyftem,  the  quicker 
will  the  arteries  contract,  and  thus  the 
pulfe  will  be  the  quicker)  and  if  we  are  to 
form  a judgment  of  the  magnitude  of  ex- 
citement from  the  celerity  of  the  pulfe, 
we  will  conclude  that  the  quicker  they  are 
the  lefs  excitement  there  is  in  the  fyftem, 
and,  the  lefs  ftimulus  cauling  excitement. 
Confequently,  the  celerity  of  the  pulfe  in 
in  fevers  is  a proof  of  pure  debility,  and 
not  of  irritation  or  encreafed  excitement, 
which,  requires  debilitating  remedies. 


The 
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This  thing  is  confirmed  by  every  confi- 
deration  and  obfervation  of  perfed  health, 
and  of  difeafe  of  either  fpecies,  and  by  good 
and  bad  health.  s 

Thus  in  boys  and  women , in  like  manner 
in  feeble  perfons  of  both  fex , of  every  age,  ■ 
the  pulfe  is  quicker  than  in  adults,  and  in 
ftrong  men,  in  predifpofition  to  afthenic 
difeafes  more  than  in  phlogijlic predifpofi- 
tion,  or  found  health,  in  afthenic  difeafes 
themfelves,  than  in  phlogiftic  difeafes,-  in 
fine,  in  thefe  too,  when  far  advanced  or 
near  their  termination,  than  in  the  com- 
mencement ; I fay  in  all  thefe  the  pulfe 
is  quicker  than  in  afthenic  difeafes,  and  that 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  debi- 
lity. 

Befides  old  people  themfelves,  whofe 
pulfes  are  often  flower  than  to  feem  to 
agree  with  this  feries  of  velocity  of  pulfe, 
in  proportion  to  their  debility,  the  caufe 
of  which  is  not  to  be  adverted  to  here; 
nevcrthelefs , have  a celerity  of  pulfe  cn- 
creafed  in  proportion  to  their  increale  of 
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debility,  confequently  in  fevers  as  well  as 
in  all  other  difeafeS,  and  weak  habits ; 
debility,  and  not  irritation,  is  the  caufe  of 
the  celerity  of  pulfe. 

' If  any  one  riiay  afk'  me,  as  no  irritation 
takes  place  in  fevers,  how  comes  it  to  pafs 
that  the  common  method  of  cure  alyvays 
has  in  view  irritation  alone,  and  not  at  all 
debility  ? 

The  reafon  is  evident,  the  antiphlogiftic 
method  of  cure  was  not  difcovered  after 
obferving  fuppofed  irritation  in  fevers,  but 
after  difcovering  the  antiphlogiftic  method 
of  cure,  and  properly  applying  it  in  phlo- 
giftic  difeafes,  this  apparent  irritation,  was 
difcovered  in  fevers,  fo  as  to  afford  a pro- 
bable caufe  why  it  ftiould  be  applied  in 
thefe  difeafes  alfo  ; in  a word  the  phlo- 
giftic  nature  of  difeafes  alone,  and  the  an- 
tiphlogiftic method  of  cure  being  known, 
was  applied  to  cure  all  difeafes. 

Thus  blood  is  drawn,  to  draw  off  mor- 
bid matter,  and  to  remove  Spiftitude,  and 

thus 
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thus  iu  the  name  of  Gody  to  empty  the 
Veftels  in  fevers  as  well  as  in  phlogiftic  di- 
feafes,  which  promifcuous  method  Of 
cure,  Sydenham,  with  no  better  reafon 
than  other  phyiicians,  but  generally  with 
more  fuccefs,  having  avoided  the  other 
medical  errours,  but  not  understanding  the 
nature  of  debility,  pradtifing  with  pro- 
priety in  phlogiftic,  but  very  improperly 
in  other  affedtions,  delivered  it  to  thoSe 
that  were  to  prove  lentor , and  fpafm. 
Wherein  fome,  however,  trifling  reafon, 
may  be  afligned  for  removing  morbid 
matter  or  lentor , but  no  reafon,  nor  the 
Shadow  of  reafon,  nor  the  Shadow  of  a 
Shadow  is  afligned,  or  can  be  conceived 
in  the  mind  of  any  man,  that  once  con- 
siders the  matter  for  removing  fpafm,  or 
allaying  irritation,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
be  excited  by  fpafm. 

This  pathology,  and  the  venefedtion 
adopted  to  it,  are  the  remains  of  the  grof- 
feft  dregs  of  dark  errours.  In  the  fpafmodic 
dodtrine,  vomits  are  administered,  with 
this  intention  chiefly,  for  this  is  their 

Y mode 
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mode  of  talking,  to  caufe  a continual  nau- 
' fea,  in  order  to  excite  a Diaphorejis  by  this 
naufea,  and,  to  wit,  that  by  it,  fpafm  (hould 
be-  removed  j thefe  are  their  words.  In 
fad,  an  ample  method  of  evacuation  is 
applied,  and  the  Alexipbarmic  method 
for  expelling  morbid  matter,  as  they  fup- 
pofed  in  thofe  days,  is  in  fad;  brought 
back  and  enlarged.  On  the  other  hand, 
nothing  follows  that  method  of  cure, 
whereby  fpafm  can  be  believed,  or  con- 
ceived to  be  any  how  removed* 

Shew  me  any  one  cafe  which  by  fo  af- 
feding  the  fkin.  as  to  feem  to  remove 
fpafm,  that  it  can  be  removed  by  a naufea ; 
point  out  one  medicine  or  remedy,  whofe 
manifeft  operation  is  to  remove  it,  will 
you  fay  Emetic  tartar  ? you  cannot ; Nor 
wouTd  any  one  be  hardy  enough  to  db 
fo. 

, • 

By  confelTing  that  fevers  muft  have  a 
certain  courfe,  and  a certain  length  of 
time,  you  admit  that  your  remedy  does 
liotliing.  What  you  confider  as  a fpafm, 

viz. 


OF  MEDICINE. 


1 7 1 


viz.  drynefs  of  fltin,  and  palenefs  remains, 
until  after  the  force  of  the  diforder  is  en- 
creafed,  until  the  patients  ftrength  is  al- 
together broken,  and  death  in  fine  at  hand, 
The  relaxation  of  all  the  vefiels,  which  is 
always  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
debility,*  being  encreafed  to  the  higheft 
degree,  and  the  thinner  part  of  the  blood 
Separating  from  the  thicker,  I fay,  until 
vifcid  Sweat,  and  the  intire  blood  itfelf, 
confiding  of  all  its  parts,  pafs  out  thro 
every  part  of  the  body,  which  being  the 

cafe  as  the  fever  continues,  rages,  and  ar- 
rives at  its  extreme  magnitude,  you  can- 
not but  confefs  that  die  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafe  is  not  removed,  but  encreafed  in  pro- 
portion. What  an  unhappy  .confeffiop  is 
that,  which  allows  that  the  only  remedy, 
and  which  can  Scarcely  be  conceived,  as 
nfeful  againfi:  fpafm,  does  not  touch  it, 
which  betrays  the  whole  caufe  in  qne  Sin- 
gle circumftance.*  You  deny,  andjuftly 
deny,  that  febrile  or  morbific  matter  can 
be  eliminated  or  corrected ; for  over  and 
above  the  argument  before  urged,  as  that 
tiiuft  be  diffufed  throughout  all  the  body 

Y 2 and 
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and  throughout  all  the  veflels,  fo  all  of  it 
cannot  by  any  means  be  fuppofed  to  be 
taken  away  along  with  a little  of  the  flu- 
ids, which  any  l'pecies  of  purging  would 
have  affected,  and  it  has  been  proved  alfo 
that  it  cannot  be  changed,  biu  then  why 
do  you  make  ufe  of  that  very  fame  remedy, 
which  the  former  method  of  cure  has 
pointed,  if  a flight  fweat  or  moifture  which 
you  call  Diapborefis  is  the  effect  of  its  ope- 
ration, which  you  mufl  own  yourfelf 
c4m uft  aftedt  or  not  anfwer  your  intention  ? 
Is  not  this  purging  in  every  refpedt,  and  fo 
much  fo,  as  the  intention  of  making  ufe 
of  it  is  confefled,  and  allowed  to  be,  to 
remove  morbid  matter  ? but  you  fay  it  is 
lefs,  becaufe  it  does  not  arife  to  a proper 
fweat,  but  you  may  compare  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  that  moifture  with  the  length  of 
time,  and  both,  with  the  debility  of  the 
patient,  and  you  will  fee  it  is  large  enough  j 
but  you’ll  fay,  this  is  not  Ample  purging, 
but  the  medicine  cannot  be  adminiftered 
fo  as  to  ftop  fhort  of  vomiting , confe- 
quently  a flight  vomiting  is  now  and 
then  permitted,  which  continued  for 

many 
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many  days,  becomes  in  the  end  very  plen- 
tiful evacuation,  but  the  matter  does 
not  even  reft  here,  there  is  fomething 
more. 

The  medicine  is  directed,  in  order  to 
purge  and  deterge  the  prime r ruice1  over 
and  at>ove  that,  a full  vomiting  is  ordered 
once  or  twice  in  the  beginning ; tne  fame 
remedy  is  ordered  in  quantity  fufftcient  to 
pafs  the  pylorus,  and  caufe  a ftool,  which 
however  cautioufly  may  be  affedted,  wnen 
it  continues  for  a length  of  time  will  be- 
come in  the  end  a very  confiderable  purg- 
ing- 

A threefold  purging  then  being  great, 
and  in  confequence  of  its  long  application, 
being  greater,  and  often  being  confequent 
to  a preceding  venefedtion,  and  the  great 
debility  induced  by  the  difeafes  I fay,  it 
muft  be  very  great,  in  confequence  of  all 
thefe  circumftances  conjoined ; ftill  by 
faying  that  this  is  very  lmall,  you  either 
deceive  yourfelf  or  others. 


If 
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If  all  the  force  of  a phlogiftic  difeafe; 
fuppofe  a rheumatifm,  is  reduced  often  by 
fweat  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours, 
which  fweat  may  amount  to  four  pounds, 
will  not  one  third  of  that  fweat  being 
daily  loft,  for  many  days,  by  a more  gentle 
method  of  evacuation,  become  in  the  end 
a much  larger  fum  ? and  if  all  evacuation 
adts  by  debilitating,  which  is  a fadt  con- 
firmed, and  which  you  can’t  yourfelf  deny, 
will  not  that  debility  which  your  remedy 
caufes,  threaten  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quence  to  that  patient,  whom,  the  force  of 
the  difeafe  has  fpontaneoufly  brought  to 
extreme  debility  ? that  this  is  the  cafe, 
who  can  be  ignorant  ? 

One  courfe  of-  purging  downwards  by 
a large  dofe  of  Sal.  Glaub.  is  often  fuffici- 
ent  for  removing  a phlogiftic  difeafe,  and 
frequently  of  inducing  a fit  of  the  gout, 
which  hereafter  will  be  proved  to  be  a dif- 
eafe of  indirect  debility  ; which  circum- 
stance points  out,  by  a very  clear  proof,  how 
far  this  purging  is  eftedtual  to  diminilh  ex- 
citement. How  powerful  is  the  fame,  as 
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a caufe  of  debility,  is  in  the  mod:  clear 
manner  confirmed  by  its  operation  which 
is  next  to  venefedtion,  as  a remedy  of  a 
phlogiftic  diathefis ; and  to  the  fame  be- 
longs alfo  that  loofenefs  of  the  boweb 
which  makes  all  mankind  weak. 

The  fame  things  are  to  be  faid  of  fweat, 
which  is  a powerful  remedy  againft  phlo- 
gifiic  difeafes,  whofe  ufe  is  only  excepted 
in  the  commencement  of  them,  when 
they  are  in  their  greateft  violence,  where 
the  magnitude  of  excitement  is  unable  to 
bear  the  ftimulus  which  attends  fuch 
habits,  and  is  abfent  from  ftrong  oijes. 

The  operation  of  vomiting  is  not  un- 
like this  kind  of  purging ; is  more  fel- 
dom  ufed  in  phlogiftic  difeafes,  becaufe  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  the  fluids,  whereby 
the  quantity  of  blood  may  be  diminished 
is  not  eafy  taken  away  by  this  evacuation  ; 
but  in  every  other  refpedt  it  would  be: 
equally  Serviceable. 

✓ 

A. 
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A medicine  flopping  fhort  of  vomiting* 
and  only  exciting  a naufea  and  caufing 
moiflure  and  fweat  on  the  whole  fkin, 
proves  its  extenfive  powers  of  debilitating 
the  body,  and  relaxing  all  the  vef- 
fels,  efpecially  the  extreme  ones.  Vomit- 
ing alfo  attends  feeble  patients,  with  other 
difcharges  too ; fo  that  the  chief  and  per- 
petual fymptoms  of  difeafes  of  pure  debi- 
lity, fuch  as  the  Gout , Dyfpepjia , Fevers , 
and  the  plague  itfel f,  are  naufea,  vomiting, 
and  loathing  of  victuals,  which  depend  on 
the  fame  flate,  and  differ  only,  as  every 
one  knows,  in  the  magnitude  of  the  af- 
fection. See  what  muff  happen  to  you  in 
a naufea,  do  not  all  the  actions  of  the 
mind  and  body  feem  oppreffed,  fenfation 
diminifhed,  and  almoff  extinguifhed,  and 
you  to  be  diffant  fcarce  a hairs  breadth 
from  non-exiflence  ? Confider  what  is  life, 
is  it  not  manifefl  that  more  of  it  exifls 
in  you  when  free  from  difeafes,  and  even 
in  difeafes  of  a flight  kind,  than  in  the 
more  powerful  $ as  all  your  aCtions,  and 
your  quantity  of  life  is  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion and  the  lefs  life  you  have,  the  more 
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languid  they  are.  Muft  not  the  above 
truths  be  evident  ? In  perfed  found  health, 
and  alfo  thro’  all  the  different  ftages  of 
predifpofition  to  phlogiftic  difeafes,  until 
.<a  proper  difeafe  comes  on,  altho’  you  ex- 
clude the  ftate  of  difeafe,  which,  when, 
moderate,  fhould  not  be  excluded  ; are  all 
the  other  adions  of  the  body  as  well  as  of 
the  ftomach  in  a found  and  perfect  ftate  ? 

When  does  a hungry  ftomach  vomit, 
naufeate,  or  lothe  victuals  ? For  a man  in 
perfed  health,  who  has  a vigorous  habit 
without  difeafe,  nay,  does  not  it  defire 
victuals  ? 

Then  are  not  all  feeble  people,  fuch  as 
thofe  predifpofed  to  afthenic  difeafes  liable 
to  fome  of  the  foregoing  affedions,  and 
when  really  attacked  with  thofe  difeafes, 
when  are  not  they  affeded  with  all  thefe 
iy  mp  toms  ? 

What  is  a dyfpepfia  ? What  a gout  f 
but  difeafes  chiefly  arifing  from  thefe  in- 
juries ? Is  the  ftomach  ever  well  in  fevers 
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or  in  any  dileafeof  debility  ? as  well  as  ia 
a different  ffate  of  the  body. 

What  then  is  a perpetual  fymptom  of 
debility  ? An  imitation  of  it  cannot  con- 
tribute to  ffrength,  which  is  our  only  in- 
tention here  to  reffore  weight  with  your- 
feif,  that  relaxation  of  all  the  excreting 
veffels,  which  is  the  effedts  of  all  evacuati- 
on. What  then  is  their  ffate  in  perfectly 
found  health  ? Is  not  it  intermediate  be- 
tween a morbid  denfity  and  morbid  relax- 
ation ? What  is  the  flate  of  the  fame 
veffels  in  every  phlogiffic  diathehs,  whether 
great,  moderate,  or  fen  all,  from  the  fame 
narrow  line  of  health  to  a ffate  of  indirect 
debility,  proceeding  from  too  great  ex- 
citement ? I fay  what  is  their  ffate,  ex- 
cept greater  excitement  than  in  any  other 
ffate,  and  a denfity  correfponding  thereto  ? 
In  a word  a phlogiftic  diathefis  occupying 
the  extreme  veffels. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  is  the  ffate  of 
thefe  veffels  in  an  affhenic  diatheffs,  from 
the  boundary  of  found  health  thro’  all 
different  degrees,  reaching  to  diforders  of 
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extreme  debility,  whether  direifl  or  in- 
direct ? Is  it  not  a ftate  of  too  fmall  ex- 

Ifc- 

•citement,  whicb^  is  commonly  called,  and 
of  a relaxation  correfponding  thereto,  in  a 
word,  is  not  it  an  afthenic  diathefis  oc- 
cupying every  where  the  extreme  veflels  ? 
Do  not  naufea,  and  often  recurring  vomit- 
ing, a loofe  belly,  propen fity  to  fweat, 
caufed  efpecially  by  the  frnalleft  effort  of 
motion,  or  any  moderate  ftimulu-s  prove 
their  ftate  to  be  fuch  ? 

If,  of  all  the  extreme  veflels,  thefe 
alone  that  pafs  to  the  fkin,  and  not  even 
thefe  alone,  are  dry.  Does  not  the  weak- 
pefs  of  the  heart  eafily  explain  that  mat- 
ter ? And  altho’  in  confequence  of  the 
debility  not  being  diminifhed,  but  en- 
creafed,  the  fweat  afterwards  pafl'es  out 
thro’  all  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  without 
any  very  fenfible  caufe. 

Do  not  their  diameters,  encreafing  in 
proportion  to  the  debility,  and  their  di- 
minution of  adtion,  further  augmented, 
and  the  thinner  part  of  the  blood  feparat- 
ing  from  the  thicker,  arifing  from  this 
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diminilhed  adion,  and  flowing  out  where 
a paflage  is  afforded,,  explain  this  diffe- 
rence, which  may  be  apparent,  but  not 
real  ? Does  not  your  imitation  of  this 
manifeft  debility,  which  according  to  your 
own  ccnfeflion,  eliminates  no  morbid 
matter;  in  like  manner  encreafe  the  ma- 
nifeft  debility  of  the  difeafe,  and  redouble 
its  bad  effects  ? You  fuppofe  that  you 
keep  the  bowels  eafy,  and  prevent  an 
irritation,  ariflng  from  your  conftipation, 
and  determine  the  antifpafmodic  power  of 
your  medicine  to  the  fkin,  and  all  this  by 
gentle  lweating. 

If  you  affed  all  this  by  evacuation,  you 
exceed  the  purging  of  the  Alexipharmic 
Pbyjicians , who  are  now  exploded,  and 
juftly;  you  do  more  harm,  you  do  not 
remove  the  fpafm,  which  I have  demcn- 
ftrated  to  be  imaginary,  and  you  encreafe 
the  amount  of  the  debility  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  purging  you  apply. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  effed  of  the 
purgative,  in  confequence  of  debility,  or 
defedive  ftimuli,  neceffary  to  keep  up  its 

operation. 
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operation,  does  not  adl  with  the  full 
power  of  a purgative,  and  tho’  the  quan- 
tity of  fluids  loft,  be  lefs  debilitating  on 
that  account,  while,  nevertheleft,  it  debili- 
tates in  part  this  way,  at  the  fame  time  a 
perpetual  naufea,  and  a perpetual  reloluti- 
on  of  the  extreme  veflels  being  long  kept 
up,  cannot  but  greatly  debilitate,  and 
encreafe  the  weaknefs  refulting  from  the 
difeafe. 

Of  all  purgative  operations,  and  fuch 
others  as  reduce  the  power  of  excitement, 
what  plague  ? What  curie  of  Heaven , can 
he  more  fevere  than  you  and  your  method 
of  cure  ? To  you  and  your  purgative 
method  of  cure,  are  owing  Colliquative 
Diarrhoeas,  Colloquative  fweats,  haemor- 
rhages from  different  parts  of  the  body, 
extraordinary  frequency  of  pull'e,  which 
you  impute  to  imaginary  irritation,  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient  entirely  broken, 
and  inevitable  death. 

No  vehement  purging  downwards,  fuch 
as  you  condemn, ‘‘equal  or  adequate  to  the 

produc- 
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production  of  dedruCtion,  equal  to  yours. 
As  you  have  borrowed  from  the  Alex - 
ipharmics , both  whofe  pathology  and  me- 
thod of  cure  you  pretend  to  explode,  fuch 
a method  of  cure,  fo  you  renew  your 
purgative  method,  and  add  alfo  a far 
worfe  one. 

You  have  taken  from  others  the  anti- 
phlogidic  method  of  cure,  which  you  ap- 
ply in  the  whole  courfe  of  your  Fevers , 
and  have  not  derived  it  from  your  own 
theory  whence  nothing  fpontaneoully  no- 
thing confident  flows.  During  the  whole 
courfe  of  Fevers  you  add  abftinence  to  the 
antiphlogiflic  regimen.  As  if  it  alone 
was  not  fufficient  to  do  harm,  which  was 
ordered  with  propriety  in  phlogidic  dif- 
eafes,  as  being  mod:  efiicacio’us  for  dimi- 
nifhing  the  mod  powerful  of  the  noxious 
powers,  to  wit,  an  abundance  of  blood  in 
the  veflels  ; fo,  on  that  very  account,  it  is 
mod  dedructive  in  Fevers,  in  which 
treatment  the  unhappy  phlogidic  patho- 
logy being  again  added  to  the  fpafmodic 
dcCtrine,  like  leven  converts  every  thing 

into 


OF  MEDICINE  183 


into  its  own  nature  : I fay  the  phlo- 

giftic  pathology  bringing  along  with 
it  the  oppcfite  method  of  cure,  like  fate, 
- with  its  Iron  nail,  taking  alfo  along  with 
it,  as  a companion,  that  provident  and 
wife  intelligence  of  the  mind  viz.  the 
vis  medicatrix  has  proved  deftru&ive  in 
fuch  difeafes  of  debility.  In  which  dif- 
eafe  vi&uals,  and  fome  form  of  drink* 
ftrong  forms  of  which  many  are  accuflom- 
ed  to,  are  necelTary  for  the  fupport  of  life. 
Abftinence  from  food  for  a few  days 
is  fufficient  to  kill  any  perfon.  If  fuch 
abftinence  puts  an  end  to  the  lives  of  the 
rcbuft,  how  will  not  it  much  more  de- 
lfroy  the  weak,  labouring  under  extreme 
languor,  approaching  to  death,  and  haflen 
on  their  difiolution  ? Common  fenfe  tells 
us  fo.  Altho  this  provident  intelligence 
prohibits  the  adminiftration  of  victuals, 
becaufe  the  patient  does  not  defire  it,  at 
leafi:  reafon  recommends  the  adminiftrati- 
on  of  alible  matter  in  a liquid  form,  and 
coniequently  more  ealy  of  conco&ion,  and 
fitter  for  the  fupport  of  life;  and  ex- 
perience proves  the  propriety  of  fuch  ad- 
miniftration. 
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miniftration,  both  which  diredt  us  to  ad- 
minifter  flrong  drink  befides,  and  in 
fomewhat  a larger  quantity,  in  order  to 
fupply  the  defied:  of  viduals,  becaufe, 
thefe  being  taken  in  too  fmall  quantity, 
are  infufficient  for  fupporting  the  fyftem. 

I fay,  then  we  fhould  follow  reafon  and 
experience,  which  eflablifh  this  only  rule, 
that  as  much  of  both  may  be  given  as  the 
patient  can  take  without  inconvenience. 

If  in  fad,  you  fhould  rejed,  as  you 
feem  to  do,  the  Ignorance  of  Stalh,  By 
what  reafon,  by  what  pradice,  will  you 
defend  yourfelf  ? you  fear  irritation  too, 
and  lurk  behind  the  fhield  of  Sydenham , 
fearing  to  advance  openly,  and  defend 
yourfelf  from  death  with  your  own, 
thro’  cunning  and  confcioufnefs  of  your 
own  weaknefs.  But  your  irritation  has  been 
refuted,  and  that  great  man  has  been 
proved  to  have  been  miftaken  in  that  part. 
Which  author,  in  fome  other  difeafes 
very  improperly,  as  alfo  in  proper  Fevers 
ufed  your  method  of  cure.  Where- 
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as  irritation  cannot  be  proved.  You’ll 
find  no  protection  here,  or  if  protected, 
you  will  not  efcape,  as  there  is  no  necef- 
fity  of  admitting  the  errour  of  any  man 
as  a truth  for  your  fake. 

Now,  being  forfaken  by  Sydenhamy  and 
foon  to  be  delivered  up  to  his  adverfary** 
you  will  run  away  to  the  Camp  of  Stalh, 
and  fay,  that  it  is  better  to  give  the 
patient  what  he  does  not  choofe,  rather 
than  what  he  choofes  to  take ; nor  will 
even  this  be  granted  you,  reduced  to  your 
laft  fhifts,  as  being  proved  falfe  both  by 
feafon  and  experience. 

...  • > 

Nor  fhould  that  quantity  cf  victuals  and 
drink,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  to  its  termination , which  can  be 
taken  in  by  the  patient,  and  be  of  fervice 
to  him,  be  kept  from  him,  becaufe  he 
does  not  defire  fuch,  and  after  its  termi- 
nation be  given  him,  be  caufe  he  defires 
it. 

A £ jfnfine. 
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In  fine,  why  do  you  reafon  thus  To  in- 
confiftent  with  yourfclf,  and  one  time 
confefs  that  you  are  of  this  or  that  party  ; 
one  time  you  confidently  deny  it,  another 
time  endeavour  to  conceal  your  felf,  ano- 
ther time,  reluctantly  and  obliged,  betray 
yourfelf  always  as  far;  for  thus  you  can 
prevail  by  your  credit,  claiming  to  your- 
felf the  founding  title  of  a difcoverer, 
altho’  you  turn  ycurfelf  into  every  fihape, 
and  in  obfcure  windings,  and  friged  mazes 
of  words,  void  of  fubftance,  by  chanting 
out  like  the  prieflefs  of  Apolhy  by  putting 
off  proofs,  and  by  promifing  to  prove 
things  that  you  never  will  do ; by  relat- 
ing falfhoods,  and  the  opinions  of  others, 
but  not  detected  to  be  fo,  becaufe  obfolete 
and  out  of  memory,  afiuming  as  your 
own,  the  opinions  of  others,  and  by  keep- 
ing filent,  as  it  were,  thro*  modefty,  your 
pretty  little  contemplations  of  the  fancy, 
to  explain  all  the  phenomena  of  nature, 
you  milk  the  thoughtlefs  and  ignorant,  you 
impofe  upon  them,  you  deceive  them,  you 
Simulate  them,  and  fire  them  with  a 
defire  and  admiration,  which  are  inferior 


to 
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t-o  the  endeavours  you  make  ; neverthelefs, 
you  have  proved  nothing  of  your  .own  in 
the  dodtrine,  which  is  called  Ipafmodic 
by  name,  but  nothing  in  fad:. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  will  fee  all 
your  works,  which  are  ftolen  from  thofe 
of  others,  different  parts  from  different 
authors,  and  confequently  altogether  in- 
confiftent,  which  you  yourfelf  cannot  be 
a Granger  to.  I fay,  you  will  fee  others 
alio  difcover  your  fhift,  with  a pain  of 
mind  that  lhall  not  be  mentioned. 

As  the  defence  of  fpafrn  was  only,  and 
feebly  made  by  a man,  viz.  Hoffman, 
who,  as  it  were,  forfaw  its  futility  and  at- 
tempted its  defence  but  weakly,  which  is 
done  away  already  by  this  doctrine  which 
proves  aiftention,  which  is  fo  neceffary  to 
conftitute  fpafrn,  to  be  wanting  in  it,  and 
a contrary  flate  to  exift ; and  alfo  as  it  ad- 
mits of  no  predifpofition,  and  as  the  me- 
thod of  cure  differs  intirely  with  the  idea 
of  the  difeafe,  which  only  is  proceeded 
upon  agreeable  to  former  errours  $ and  as 
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this  do&rine,  in  its 'late  fuppofed  improv- 
ed ftate,  only  refts  on  the  ipfe  dixit  of  a 
certain  teacher,  is  it  not  to  be  expunged 
from  the  fcience  of  medicine  ? 

Spafm  is  fo  far  from  being  a real  affec- 
tion, and  the  remedies  applied  to  remove 
jt,  are  fo  far  from  doing,  or  contribut- 
ing any  how  to  the  reftoration  of  health, 
that  on  the  contrary  each  encreafe  the 
difeafe,  and  all  certain  deftrudtion, 

A perfon  in  a Fever , after  firft  loofing 
blood,  can  with  difficulty,  be  fnatched 
from  the  Jaws  of  death  but  with  greater 
difficulty  (fill,  when  worn  down  by  various 
purging,  long  continued ; but  with  greater 
ifill,  when  impaired,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  difeafe,  by  famine ; and 
when  the  ftimulus  of  proper  drink,  or 
any  other  neceflary  ftimulus  is  denied 
him. 

The  experiment  which  you  have  lo 
often  made  on  others,  without  knowing 
the  event  before  hand,  you  ffiould  make 
on  yourfelf ; for  you  will  confefs  at  leaft, 

from 
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from  a regard  to  decorum  that  the  life  of 
man  is  not  a triffling  affair.  Be  firft  ex- 
IVaufted  by  every  debilitating  power,  fuch 
as  anxiety  of  mind,  hunger,  a fubdudfioft 
of  the  ufual  ifimulus  of  wine,  a lofs  of 
blood,  and  other  humours,  immoderate 
venery,  languor,  the  refult  of  a preceding 
difeafe,  but  fb ill  be  not  affedted  with  what 
imy  be  called  properly  a difeafe ; let  con- 
figion  not  be  applied  to  you,  leaft  your 
Hare  may  appear  not  at  all  better  than  a 
febrile  one;  being  in  this  fit.uation,  then 
ih'jt  yourfdf  up  in  your  room,  and  con- 
fn-  yourfdf  to  your  bed  clofely,  prohibit 
yourfdf  from  all  vidtuals  and  drink,  ex- 
cept watery,  for  ten  or  twelve  days  or 
mere,  alter  taking  away  eight  or  ten 
ounces  of  blood  from  you  in  the  begin- 
ning;  during  all  this  time,  in  confequence 
of  taking  your  medicine,  be  fometimes 
naufeated,  be  fometimes  vomited,  fome- 
times purged  downwards,  fweat  always, 

i m°tft  ^ ^ over  your  body, 

except  when  every  Himulus,  whereby  the 
proftrated  power  of  life  may  be  a little 
excited  fails. 


In 
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In  fine,  if  itt>e  the  winter  feafon,  and 
the  country  very  cold,  take  off  the  quilt 
^nd  expofe  yourfelf  conftantly  to  cold, 
Eafis  let  fomebody  wet  your  lips,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  ftrong  wine,  and  ftrong  drink 
daily.  I fay,  let  fomebody  wet  you;-  lips, 
for  then  you  will  not  be  able  to  do  it 
yourfelf ; let  one  or  two  fenfible  people, 
for  the  more  ignorant  they  are  of  medi- 
cine, fuch  as  you  pra&ice,  they  will  be 
better  judges  and  witneftes.  I fay  let  them 
attend  to  this  experiment,  and  fuch 
perfons  will  witnefs  that  your  funeral  was 
the  laft  of  all  the  funerals  caufed  by  fuch 
method  of  cure. 

As  the  certain  deftrudtion,  produced  by 
the  fpafmodic  dodtrine  is  alone  a fufficient 
proof  to  overturn  it ; fo,  over  and  above 
the  force  of  the  arguments  already  men- 
tioned, each  of  which,  and  much  more, 
all  tend  to  the  fame  purpofe  ; this  added, 
confirms  the  fame  opinion  with  the 
greateft  weight ; and  while  the  fime 
method  of  cure,  tho’  none  may  be  fhown 
more  efficacious  among  all  the  plagues  con- 
joined. 
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joined,  that  have  affti&ed  the  life  of  man, 
can  it  appear  to  deferve  a preference  be- 
fore an  efficacious  method  at  length  dif- 
covered,  and  proved  both  by  reafon  and 
experience  ? compare  it  with  the  imagin- 
ary caufe  of  Feversf  which  fpaftn,  and  its 
equally  imaginary  method  of  cure,  the 
antiphlogiftie  to  a fault ; I fay,  compare 
the  febrile  caufe  and  cure  of  them  with 
what  this  do&rine  advances,  and  the  ab-^ 
furdity,6cc.  will  eafy  appear.  Febrile  fpafm 
is  nothing  elfe  than  an  afthenic  diathefie, 
fomewhat  more  vehement  in  the  fkin 
than  internally  j encreafing  it  there,  more 
by  the  power  of  heat,  or  the  dired: 
debilitating  operation  of  cold,  leflening 
the  perfpiration,  on  account  of  the  debi- 
lity of  the  heart  and  arteries,  which  is 
common  to  ihefe  with  the  reft  of  the 
fyftem  afterwards  when  this  ofcftruded 
perfpiration  encreafing  thro’  all  the  vefiels, 
enlarging  their  diameters,  and  by  means 
of  their  inertnefs,  fuffering  the  thinner 
part  of  the  blood  to  feparate  from  the 
thicker,  it  encreafes  the  excretion  of  the 
fkin  beyond  meafure. 


Fevers , 
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Fevers , proceeding  from  this  caufe,  tire 
affedtions  contained  in  no  one  part  wider 
or  narrower,  internal  or  external,  but 
diffufed  all  over  the  fyftem,  fdch  as  yod 
may  fuppofe  to  arife  from  the  noxious 
powers  acting  on  the  whole  body. 

The  intention  of  cure  fhould  be  equally 
general,  and  directed  to  no  one  part,  but 
extended  to  the  whole  body,  in  order 
that  the  excitement,  diminifhed  every 
where,  fhould  be  encreafed  proportionally. 

The  remedies  affedtin'g  this  intention, 
are  fueh  flimulants  chiefly  as  do  not 
load  the  feeble  ftomach,  unable  to  bear 
grofs  food,  and  equally  to  affedfc  the  ex- 
citability throughout;  which  dodtrine 
agrees  in  every  refpedt  with  every  part  of 
it.  The  noxious  exciting  powers,  the 
caufe  and  the  remedies  in  all  things,  are 
the  fame  here,  as  in  other  difeafes  of  de- 
bility, nor  does  the  Contagious  matter 
certainly  taken  into  the  fyftem,  and  re- 
tained therein  during  the  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,-  and  afterwards  eliminated  thro’  all 

the 
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the  excreting  veffels  afford  any  thing  new, 
but  that  it  may  give  the  fpecific  form  to  the 
difeafe  and  encreafe  the  effedt  of  the  com- 
mon noxious  powers,  viz.  debility,  or  in 
the  intention  of  cure  but  that  it  muff  be 
fuppofed  to  require  fometime  to  be  elimi- 
nated, and  confequently  muff  need  a free 
and  open  perfpiration  which  is  effected 
by  the  common  {Emulating  powers  and 
not  by  any  peculiar  fudorifics. 

How  far  this  dodtrine  differs  from 
other  theories,  and  alfo  from  the  Ipaf- 
modic  is  eafy  to  be  feen.  The  fpafmodic 
is  liable  to  all  the  objections  dated,  and 
alfo  to  this,  that  the  fpafm,  which  is  fup- 
pofed to  be  the  proximate  caufe  of  Fevet , 
cannot  be  extended  to  the  other  dileafes, 
but  each  of  thefe  muff  be  fuppofed  to 
have  a caufe  peculiar  to  itfelf ; and  thus 
thofe  difeafes  which  proceeded  from  the 
fame  caufe,  and,  are  attended  with  the 
fame  fymptoms,  if  you  except  a few  of 
little  moment,  and  which  are  removed  by 
the  fame  powers,  and  cannot  therefore  be, 

B b different 
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different,  winch  would  be  contrary  to  the 
fimplicity  of  the  laws  by  Which  natureadfs. 

For  if  the  fame  exciting  powers,  create 
difeafes,  and  that  certain  remedies  remove 
them^  which  is  true,  thefe  difeafes  rauft 
proceed  from  the  lame  caufe. 

But  further,  this  dodtrine  is  not  con- 
fined to  a few  difeafes,  fo  as  to  exclude  the 
greater  part,  nor  even  to  all  difeafes  fo  as 
to  exclude  predifpofition,  but  applies  al- 
together to  the  nature  of  all  difeafes  of 
both  fpecies,  and  their  correfponding  pre- 
difpofitions.  Thus  for  infiance,  the  me- 
thod of  cure  which  it  prefcribes  for 
Fevers , is  fufficient  to  remove  and  obviate 
all  difeafes  of  debility,  as  it  differs  in  no 
other  refpedl  than  that  of  magnitude  in 
the  powers  applied,  which  muft  be  varied 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
difeafe ; In  like  manner,  the  method  of 
cure  in  peripneumony  or  in  any  other 
phlogiftic  difeafe  is  applicable  to  all  dif- 
eafes, and  all  predifpofition  of  the  fame 
fpecies,  regard  being  had,  always,  to  the 

difference 
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.difference  of  magnitude,  in  order  to  effeft 
a general  cure. 


Of  Co  ntr  act  ion  and  its  Effects. 

♦ 

* 

rT',HE  entire  and  powerful  faculty  of  felf 
JL  .contradion,  with  which  the  mufcular 
fibres  are  endowed,  as  it  depends  on  ex- 
citement, fo  it  is  proportioned  to  its 
magnitude.  This  is  attested  and  con*- 
firmed  by  all  the  operations  of  found  and 
bad  health,  and  alfo  by  the  operation  of 
all  the  exciting  powers  and  remedies. 
The  force  and  facility  of  motion  is  one 
and  the  felf  fame  thing.  We  muft  judge 
from  the  reality  and  not  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  things  3 confequently.  Trembl- 
ing Convu/Jions,  and  every  affedion  com- 
prized under  them  are  to  be  imputed  to  de- 
bility. The  noxious  power  here  exciting 
is  a too  violent  ftimulus  for  the  part. 

The  magnitude  of  contradion,  caufing 
fpafm,  is  not  to  be  excepted.  Which  is 

B b 2 an 
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an  adtion  rather  of  continuance  and  defi- 
cient, than  a great  and  juft  one.  And 
how  great  foever  the  contraction  is,  it  de- 
pends on  a local  ftimulus  of  diftention,  or 
fomething  tending  to  the  fame,  and  confifts 
in  a diminifhed  excitement,  is  deftitute  of 
ftrength,  and  is  removed  by  ftimulant 
remedies.  Behold  the  thing  it  felf,  and 
the  true  account  of  it ! 

The  magnitude  of  contraction,  in  as 
much  as  it  is  an  entire  adtion,  fo  it  is 
joined  with  ftrength.*  Hence  the  denfity 
of  the  contradtile  fibres,  confidered  as 
fimple  folids,  is  certainly  difcovered  to 
follow  the  meafure  of  contraction. 

Excitement  therefore  is  the  caufe  of 
denfity.  The  greater  the  excitement  is 
the  more  encreafed,  it  renders  the  fame. 
This  is  evident  from  the  higheft  degree  of 
ftrength,  and  its  correfpondent  denfity, 
that  which  is  perceived  in  the  hour  of 
death,  in  death  itfelf,  and  after  death,  in 
that  debility  correfponding  with  that 
laxity  through  all  the  middle  degrees,  if 

I may 
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I may  fo  call  it.  That  the  thing  is  To,  is 
clear  from  the  weaknefs  of  the  fame 
fibres,  when  dead,  and  from  their  ftrength 
when  alive,  of  which  difference  excite- 
ment is  certainly  the  iole  caufe. 

Hence  the  cavities  of  the  veflels  through- 
out their  various  tradfs  in  the  fyftem,  de- 
creafe  in  the  ftrong  and  rigid  ftate,  and  in 
weaknefs  and  infirmity  increafe.  This  is  the 
caufe  of  luppreffed  or  diminifhed  perfpi- 
ration. 


The  Effect  of  both  Diathesis  and  of 
Sound  Health  itfelf 

HE  common  effedt  of  the  phlogiftic 


noxious  powers,  in  affedting  the  acti- 
ons, is,  firft  to  encreafe  them,  then  partly  to 
diminish  them,  but  never  by  dibilitating, 
and  partly  to  difturb  them.  The  effect 
of  the  afthenic  is  to  diminifh  the  faid 
&dtions,  but  fo  that  fometimes  they  falfly 
put  on  the  appearance  of  encreafe. 


A juft 
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A juft  excitement,  if  poflible  to  be 
kept  up  continually,  would  make  man- 
kind enjoy  perpetual  health.  But  two 
things  are  hinderances  to  this,  (viz.)  For 
fuch  is  the  force  of  a phlogiftic  diathefis; 
that,  by  consuming  the  fum  of  excita- 
bility given  to  each  one,  along  with  his 
exiftence  fooner  than  common  ; it  (hortens 
life,  often  by  the  interpofition  of  difeafes, 
and  brings  on  death  fooner  or  later,  accord- 
ing to  its  degree  of  magnitude.  This  is 
one  caufe  of  mans  mortality. 

An  afthenic  treatment  is  alfo  hurtful, 
by  not  affording  enough  of  excitement 
neceffary  for  health  ; and  thus  inducing  a 
ftate  of  debility  bordering  on  death.  This 
is  the  other  road  that  leads  to  mortality. 
jBut  to  exchange  diathefis,  is  alio  a means 
towards  bringing  on  difeafes,  and  death. 
Either  diathefis,  may  be  turned  to  its 
reverfe  by  the  application  of  the  noxious 
powers,  as  remedies  in  too  great  a degree, 
whether  by  chance,  or  through  men’s 
inadvertence  or  delign  ; by  thus  apply- 
ing an  oppofite  remedy  the  difeafe  is 

certain 
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certain  to  return  to  the  point  from 
whence  it  fet  off.  This  obfervation  will 
be  found  of  the  greated  co.nfequence  in 
cure,  as  well  of  the  predifpofitions,  to 
difeafes  as  of  the  difeafes  themfelves.  To 
illudrate  which,  a thing  not  foreign,  to 
the  fubjeCt ; examples  will  be  afterwards 
applied.  An  hydrothorax,  or  dropfy  in 
the  bread ; following  a peripneumony  is 
an  illudration  of  the  change  of  a phlo- 
giftic  into  an  adhenic  diathefis.  Thus 
again,  by  a too  great  ufe  of  dimulants  to 
change  an  adhenic  into  a phlogidic  af- 
fection, as  to  exchange  the  gout  for  a 
violent  cough.  Catarrh,  Cynanche  ton- 
iillaris,  &c.  is  the  confequence  of  too  great 

an  application  of  proper  remedies  feme- 
times. 

It  is  clear  from  what  has  been  faid, 
that  life  is  a forced  date,  that  animals  at 
every  moment  are  tending  to  diffolutionj 
that  they  are  guarded  from  this  with  dif- 
ficulty, and  only  by  other  powers,  but 
at  lad  from  necedity  in  part  compelled  to 
yield  to  death.  Hence  we  can  eadly 

y 

explain 
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explain  the  curfe  fuft  laid  on  man,  “ The 
day  that  thou  (halt  begin  to  live,  on  it 
thou  fbal't  die.”  That  is,  without  con- 
ftant  care,  without  labour  and  fweat  of 
the  brow,  the  exciting  powers  being  either 
not  at  all  or  improperly  applied,  death 
will  inftantly  fuwGund  him,  &c. 
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On  Excitability. 


ONCERNING  the  nature  of  excita- 


bility , or  how  it  is  affedted  by  the  ex- 
citing powers,  we  are  entirely  ignorant.  Be 
it  what  it  will,  fome  of  it,  or  fome  force 


Rant  with  life.  If  we  confider  the  power 
or  abundance  of  it,  when  given,  in  fome 
animals  and  different  in  others,  the  quef- 
tion  becomes  quite  of  another  nature. 
Partly  on  account  of  the  uncertain  nature 
of  the  thing,  and  partly  for  want  of  com- 
mon language  and  the  novelty  alfo  of  this 
dodtrine,  of  which  we  fhall  treat  after- 
* wards  in  different  places,  one  is  the 
reafon  why  the  excitability  fhould  abound 
Vol.  II,  A when 


of  it,  is  given  to  every  one  at  the  fame  in- 
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when  little  Stimulus  is  applied,  and  how 
the  lame  excitability  Should  be  deficient, 
exhausted,  ajnd  confumed,  after  the  fame 
ltimulus  is  applied  with  too  great  vehem- 
ence, or  otherwife.  Bat  let  us  here,  as  well 
as  in  other  places,  hand  firm  to  truth.  The 
deceitful  question  concerning  caufes,  be- 
ing almoSt  incomprehensible,  that  venom- 
ed  fnake  of  Philofopby  mult  be  cautioully 
Shunned  and  avoided.  Let  no  one  therefore 
pry  into  the  nature  of  the  excitability , 
from  what  has  been  lately  faid,  whether 
it  be  matter  or  not,  and  thus  may  be 
either  cncreafed  or  diminished  ; or  whether 
it  Should  be  defined  a modification  of 

matter,  which  at  one  time  is  in  its  bloom 

• 

and  vigour,  at  another,  diminished  and  de- 
cayed ; nor  will  even  this  hidden  question 
be  come  at,  or  interpreted,  which  has  al- 
ways almost  been  done  to  the  greatest 
detriment  of  fcience. 

As  Some  excitability , however  fmall,  is 
neceflary  for  a living  fyStem,  nor  can  the 
adtion  of  exciting  powers  either  in  a 
Stronger  or  weaker  degree  be  ever  Want- 
ing, 
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ing,  confident  with  life ; in  all  thefe  ex- 
citing  powers,  therefore,  either  a greater 
or  lefs,  a too  much  or  deficient,  or  an  ade- 
quate force,  mud  be  conceived  to  exid. 

Superfluity  of  blood  is  too  great  a Ai- 
na ulus,  ano  for  that  reafon  excites  dif- 
eafes  that  have  a too  great  dimulus  for 
their  caufe;  yet  the  want  of  blood,  altho’ 
it  c.eb 1 1 1 tates,  and  brings  on  diforders 
confiding  in  debility,  mud  be  underdood 
to  flimulate,  but  only  in  proportion  to 
the  lcarcity  of  it.  This  do&rine  is  fup- 
ported  from  the  effefls  of  the  operation  of 
all  the  other  exciting  powers ; unlefs 
poifons,  perhaps  and  contagions  may  feem 
to  merit  an  exception.  But  poifons  either 
do  not  give  rife  to  common  difeafes,  of 
which  we  are  here  treating,  or  if  they  do, 
it  is  by  the  fame  mode  of  operation,  by 
which  the  other  exciting  powers  add. 

Some  difeafes,  confiding  in  too  great  a 
dimulus  or  in  too  great  debility,  are  the  re- 

fuit  of  contagions.  Both  of  which  difeafes, 

as  not  only  contagions,  but  other  common 

A 2 poifons 
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poifons  operating  as  ftimulants  may  create, 
I fay  ; fince  the  effedts  of  both  are  the 
fame,  they  muft  both  have  the  fame  mode 
of  operation.  Moreover,  that  contagions 
are  ftronger  than  the  more  known  poi- 
fons, will  be  afterwards  demonftrated. 
To  this  we  may  add  that  no  remedies 
remove  difeafes,  brought  on  by  contagi- 
ons, befides  thofe  which  cure  difeafes, 
depending  on  the  operation  of  the  com- 
mon noxious  powers.  In  fine,  the  great 
debilitating  power,  in  fome  contagions, 
does  not  prove  a different  mode  of  opera- 
tion, more  than  an  equal  or  greater  de- 
bility,, arifing  from  different  degrees  of 
cold,  proves  it  not  always  to  be  a debilitant. 

Since  the  common  powers  alone,  pro- 
duce every  thing  neceflary  for  life,  and 
their  operation  alone  is  ftimulant ; there- 
fore all  neceffaries  of  life,  whether  they 
procure  good  or  bad  health,  confiff:  in  a 
flimulus  and  in  nothing  elfe. 

Excitement , the  effedt  of  the  powers 
which  are  the  caufe  of  life,  may  arife  to 

fuch 
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Such  bounds  as  to  deftroy  it  ; when  raif- 
ed  to  a proper  degree,  produces  good 
health  ; if  carried  higher,  propensity  to 
difeafes,  or  fuch  themfelves  ; if  the  fame 
powers  are  applied  in  too  low  a degree, 
difeafes  conhfting  in  debility  will  be  the 
confequence  alfo. 

The  nature  of  this  excitability  and 
exciteinemt  is  fuch,  that  the  weaker  the 
powers  have  operated,  or  the  lefs  the 
Stimulus  has  been,  the  more  the  excita- 
bility is  redundant ; and  the  more  the  fti.. 
muli  have  been  applied,  the  more  exhauft- 
ed  will  be  the  excitability  ; the  Stimulus 
applied  to  the  former,  will  produce  great 
excitement,  but  if  to  the  latter,  the  contrary 
muft  take  place.  To  illuRrate  this,  a boy  or 
a Sober  man,  by  a Small  ftimulus,  unac- 
cuftomed  to  fuch.  Soon  obtains  as  great 
an  excitement , as  they  can  well  bear. 
Grown  up  men  as  well  as  drunkards  are 
examples  of  this  alfo.  All  the  powers 
have  the  fame  effcdt,  can  fin  g little  excite- 
ment in  the  former  cafe,  and  a great  deal 
in  the  latter. 


As 
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As  excitement  arifes  from  the  ftimulus 
of  exciting  powers,  accompanied  with 
excitability , fo  the  proportion  is  found 
betwixt  the  ftimulus  and  excitability ; 
the  middle  ftimulus,  affedting  the  middle 
or  half  con  fumed  excitability , caufes  the 
greateft  excitement ; which  excitement  de- 
creafes,  in  proportion  to  the  ' magnitude 
of  the  ftimulus,  or  in  proportion  to  the 
augmentation  of  the  excitability , more 
than  what  is  iufiicient.  Hence  follows 
the  vigour  of  youth,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
childhood,  and  old  age.  Hence  arifes 
that  vigour,  from  proper  application  of 
the  neceftaries  of  life,  to  people  who  have 
lived  too  low. 

The  truth  of  this  is  fo  clear,  tfyat  each 
age  has  its  peculiar  ftate  of  power,  and 
each  ftate  its  peculiar  degree  of  vigour; 
alfo  in  child-hood,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
citability being  great,  in  order  to  preferve 
health,  a fmall  degree  of  ftimuli  are  ne- 
ceftary ; but  if  too  little  be  applied,  it  be- 
comes languid  and  falls  away  ; or  if  too 
much  are  applied,  it  becomes  weary, 

fatigued, 
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fatigued,  &c.  and  in  the  end  is  quite 
overcome.  Old  age,  2nd  that  infirmity 
concomitant  with  it,  arifes  from  a de- 
ficiency of  excitability , and  requires  a de- 
gree of  Eimuli  proportionate  to  the  defi- 
ciency, &c.  if  applied  too  fparingly,  life 
laiigutfhes ; and  if  in  too  great  quantity, 
it  is  quite  overcome.  Hence  the  more 
copious  the  excitability , the  eafier  it  is 
fatiated,  or  the  Jefs  ftimulus  it  can  bear. 
On  the  contrary,  the  more  the  excitability 
is  worn,  the  more  ftimuli  it  admits  of, 
until  at  Jaft,  when  it  is  almoft  intirely 
worn  out,  the  leaf!  ftimulus  mufl  necef- 
farily  extinguifh  the  fire  of  life. 

But  there  are  certain  limits  within 
which  thefe  come  to  pafs.  Thus,  as  has 
been  faid,  life  is  terminated  two  ways ; 
the  one  of  which  is  by  exhaufted  excitabi- 
lity, which  may  be  effected  by  the  force  of 
violent  ftimuli,  a fhort  time  continued,  or 
by  more  moderate  ftimulanls  a long  time 
applied.  Both  cafes  tend  to  the  fame  end; 
fmce  the  greatnefs  of  the  Eimulus  com- 

penfates 
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penfates  for  its  fhort  duration,  and  the 
long  continuance  correfponds  to  its  me- 
diocrity. Sudden  death  is  a confequence 
of  the  former,  if  the  fyftem  is  predifpofed 
to  difeafe  particularly,  but  the  latter 
affedts  the  fame  more  flowly  ; and  altho’, 
even  the  mod;  proper  meafure  of  ex- 
citement Should  be  kept  up,  yet  death  at 
lad,  tho’  later  mud;  inevitably  be  the  con- 
fequence. 

Any  one  power  is  capable  of  affedting 
this  ; but  by  the  application  of  more  of 
the  powers,  &c.  the  end  will  fooner  be 
accomplished. 

Drunkenefs,  or  its  attendants,  fweat- 
ing,  langour,  heat,  either  alone,  or  fuc- 
ceeding,  cold,  lownefs  of  mind,  after  deep 
thought,  or  violent  exertions  of  the  men- 
tal faculties,  and  in  fine  deep;  I fay,  all 
thefe  are  the  refult  of  too  great  Stimuli, 
which  exhauSt  the  excitability . The 
weaknefs  concomitant  to  old  age,  and 
the  danger  of  difeafes  of  this  fort,  together 
with  the  very  difeafes  themfelves  always 


are 
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are  the  confequence  of  the  application  of 
exciting  powers  in  different  degrees ; and 
the  confequence  is  death  either  way.  A. 
dimulus  long  applied,  often  lofes  its 
effedt  ; in  which  cafe,  a fredi  one  anfwers 
the  end  for  excitement.  Thus,  drone 

9 O 

liquor  induces  fleep,  after  a hearty  dinner, 
very  often ; or  produces  the  fame  effedl 
after  fatigue,  either  of  body  or  mind;  but 
a dill  higher  dimulus  will  remove  the  ef- 
fedf,  as  opium,  demand  if  in  this  conditi- 
on, a beloved  objedt  diould  retire,  and 
there  is  any  tolerable  hopes  of  regaining 
her,  the  confequence  will  be  the  removal 
of  the  effedts,  produced  by  the  former 
dimulus.  A friend  will  often  roufe  us 
by  fome  agreeable  difeourfe,  or  the  reverfe. 

To  repair  the  excitability , long  operated 
upon  by  various  dimuli,  is  an  affair  very 
arduous  to  undertake,  becaufe  the  more 
they  have  had  recourfe  to  fuch,  the  lefs 
effedt  can  be  produced  by  new  ones,  by 
the  operation  of  which  the  languishing 
excitement  Should  be  roufed  up;  and  as 
the  excitability  exhauded  by  one  dimulus, 
Vol.  II  B by 
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by  wine  for  example,  may  deftroy  life, 
with  more  certainty,  will  the  too  great 
application  of  a greater  number  produce 
the  fame  effedt. 

Which  cafe  is  the  more  dangerous, 
becaufe  the  lofs  of  that  excitability , after 
it  has  attained  a certain  decree,  is  at  lad 
irreparable  ; and  nothing  equal  to  it  now 
remains,  to  produce  proper  excitement, 
except  the  very  things-  which  produce  the 
dileafe,  viz.  powerful  ftimulus. 

In  fine,  fuch  is  the  nature  of  this  lofs, 
that  unlefs  fome  proper,  application  be 
made  for  the  prefervation  of  life,  and 
fuch  as  is  fuitable  to  nature,  death  will 
immediately  be  the  confequence.  The 
difficulty  of  curing  drunkards,  gluttons, 
and  thofe  labouring  under  difeafes  arifing 
from  fimilar  effects,  are  fufficient  proofs 
of  the  reality  of  what  has  been  now  ad- 
vanced. 

Thus,  excitability  impaired  by  ftimuli, 
induces  that  degree  of  weaknefs  which  is 
v properly 
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properly  called  indirect  debility , which  is 
not  the  con feq aence  of  a deficiency  of 
ftimuli,  but  of  too  great  a quantity  of 
the  fame.  In  the  whole  progrefs  to  mdi- 
re&  debility , the  fir  ft  effect  of  each  ft  i- 
mulus  is  greater  than  the  next  follow- 
ing, and  this  diminution  is  regular  in 
retrogradation,  until  no  force  of  flimuli 
will  produce  any  effedt. 

The  fecond  condition,  finishing  ex- 
citement, is  the  exciting  powers  applied  in 
too  low  a degree,  and  therefore  not  ade- 
quate to  produce  fufficient  excitement  • 
which  cafe,  as  it  arifes  from  a deficiency 
of  ftimuli,  and  a fuperfiuity  of  excitabi- 
lity, muft  be  diftinguifhed,  for  the  fake 
of  utility,  from  the  other  cafe,  where 
there  is  laid  before  you  the  deficiency  0f 
excitability , by  the  force  of  the  ftimulus 
applied  to  the  fyftem.  All  the  ftimuli  may 
be  fo  deficiently  applied  as  to  bring  on 
this  ftatc,  which  is  denominated  direct 
debility.  They  all,  therefore,  tend  to  con- 
•dim  and  iliuftrate  this  proportion. 

B % 
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Here  the  excitability  abounds,  and  be- 
caufe  the  flimuli  are  withdrawn  it  is  not 
exhaufted.  Thus  in  a cold  bath,  by  a de- 
ficiency in  point  of  heat,  and  therefore  in 
the  fum  of  the  whole  flimuli,  the  excite- 
ment is  leffened,  and  the  excitability , as  not 
being  operated  on  by  the  flimulus,  en- 
creafes.  The  fame  is  evident  in  ill  fed  peo- 
ple, and  water  drinkers,  and  in  the  in- 
firm, the  thoughtlefs  and  indolent. 

As  the  excitement  decreafes  in  propor- 
tion as  the  excitability  encreafes,  fo  it  may 
be  carried  to  fuch  a pitch  as  to  produce 
death,  of  which,  cold,  hunger,  lofs  of 
fluids,  a fedentary  life,  grief  and  anxiety 
of  mind,  all  bear  teflimony.  But  if  cold 
fometimes  feems  to  flimulate,  it  does  not 
fo  merely  as  a flimulus,  but  either  by  di- 
minifhing  too  great  heat,  and  reducing  it 
to  a proper  ftandard,  or  by  opening  a free 
communication  for  the  air  to  the  fyftem, 
or  by  relieving  the  excitability , aCted  on 
too  much  by  a too  great  flimulus.  In 
like  manner,  if  the  affections  ju it  menti- 
oned 
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oned  affift  the  operation  of  the  other  ex- 
citing power?,  they  effed  this  by  a ftmilar 
mode  of  operation. 

One  ftimulus  often  compenfates  for  the 
want  of  another,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  excitability  y See.  and 
will  anfwer  its  end  ; thus  joyful  news  and 
chearful  company  helps  to  fupport  thofe 
that  are  poorly  fed ; a draught  of  good 
liquor  lulls  the  unexercifed,  either  in 
body  or  mind ; and  opium  in  cafe  of 
neceftity  will  efred  the  fame.  Bacchus  is 
ufeful  in  the  ab fence  of  Venus , and  vice 
verja  ; either  of  thefe  fupplying  the  place 
of  the  other,  and  thus  driving  away  dui- 
jnels.  The  fame  is  evident,  in  the  ufe 
of  thofe  ftimuli,  aefired  more  through 
cuftom  than  nature ; thus  the  want  of 
fnu ft  is  fupplied  by  chewing  tobacco;  and 
the  latter  by  the  fame  vegetable  con- 
verted into  fmoak. 

Moreover,  lome  fundions  ma}/  be  fb 
unpaired  for  a time,  as  to  prevent  a flow 

of 
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of  fome  accuftomed  natural  ftimulus ; 
when  others  lefs  natural,  &c.  being  fub- 
ffituted,  keep  up  life,  till  fuch  time  as 
the  functions  are  reftored,  and  the  more 
natural  stimuli  brought  back,  accompani- 
ed with  health,  and  vigour  of  body  and 
mind.  As  too  great  excitability , the 
confequence  of  too  little  application  of 
a ftimulus,  may  be  diminilhed  through- 
out all  its  degrees,  as  it  were,  by  one 
ftimulus.  Sec.  from  the  lead  to  its  greateft 
extent,  and  thus  danger  guarded  againft, 
until  it  be  brought  to  that  ftate  which 
confuitutes  found  health  j fo  the  more  the 
excitability  abounds  $ that  is,  the  lefs  it  is 
adted  on  by  ftimuli,  the  lefs  mull  the  fti- 
mulus  be  at  firil  applied  ; and  the  excita- 
bility may  arrive  at  fuch  a height,  as  to 
admit  of  no  ftimulus,  and  confequently 
no  excitement  can  be  kept  up, 

The  ufe  of  any  debilitating  power,  both 
illullrates  and  confirms  this,  as  may  be 
feen  in  the  examples  of  cold,  hunger, 
thirfl,  and  alfo  in  Fevers. 


This 
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This  fuperabundant  excitability  paftes 
Fo  precipitately  on  to  death,  that  the  only 
method  of  guarding  again  ft  fuch  a con- 
fequence,  or  Supporting  life,  is  to  attack 
its  progrefs,  firft  by  a very  little  Stimulus, 
not  much  greater  than  that  which  was 
the  caufe  of  it ; then,  after  having  leften- 
ed  part  of  its  fuperfluity,  we  may  ufe  a 
little  ftronger  3 and,  in  proportion  as  it  is 
diminiftied,  to  proceed  with  a ftronger 
ftill  ; and  that  whatever  is  fuperfluous 
may  be  removed,  until  we  obtain  that 
ftate  of  mediocrity,  which  conftitutes 
health,  which  ftate  is  diametrically  op- 
posite, either  to  that  debility,  ariftng  from 
the  excitability  being  worn  out,  or  to  the 
ftate  that  arifes  from  too  redundant  ex- 
citability , being  a middle  ftate  between 
too  extremes.  Thus,  the  famifhed  are 
not  to  be  recovered  by  a full  diet  at  Hr  ft, 
nor  the  long  thirfty  by  too  much  drink 
given  immediately,  but  by  little  and  little, 
and  encreafed  by  degrees.  A perfon  ftiff 
with  cold,  is  to  be  warmed  by  the  fame 
rules.  Joyful  tidings  are  only  to  be  made 
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known  gradually  to  the  heart  broken. 
The  lofs  of  the  battle  of  Cannae,  was  told 
to  the  matrons  by  thofe  who  efcaped, 
firtt,  as  a doubtful  report,  then  as  a little 
more  certain  ; but  at  laft,  as  furpaffing 
all  doubt,  were  told  the  whole  event, 
after  they  had  been  ftrengthened  by  Si- 
mulants, and  refrefhed  with  Falernian 
wine.  More  ftimulus  fhould  be  ufed  in 
the  beginning,  than  at  the  end,  in  Fevers 
of  the  lower  kind  than  in  the  higher,  and 
in  difeafes  of  weaknefs  than  in  Fevers  ; 
but  we  muft  begin  and  continue  on  as  we 
have  here  already  mentioned. 

For  fince  all  life  confifls  in  a ftimulus, 
and  as  either  the  fuperabundance  or  fcarci- 
ty  of  it,  gives  rife  to  difeafes,  and  that  in 
proportion  to  fuch  ; thus  the  remedies  of 
both  are  to  be  proportioned  to  fuch,  and 
a great  force  of  ftimuli  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  great  defedt  of  excitability,  and  fuch  a 
proportion  to  the  fuperabundant  excita- 
bility, as  may  reduce  it  to  the  Sandard  of 
health. 


Debility, 
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Debility,  arifing  from  the  defed  of  H;i— 
mulants,  is  called  direft,  becaufe  it  is  the 
confequence  of  the  application  of  the 
neceffaries  of  life,  in  too  fmall  a degree. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  diredl  debi- 
lity, by  diminifhing  the  ftimulus,  at  laft 
the  excitability  will  be  fo  increafed  as  to 
admit  of  no  excitement.  Which,  there- 
fore, fhould  never  be  fo  treated,  or  death 
muff  be  the  confequence,  nor  fhould  we 
ever  add  a diredl  difeafe  to  an  indired,  or 
increafe  any  fpecies  of  debility,  from  a 
vain  hope  of  advantage,  derived  from  the 
application  of  an  unaccuftomed  ftimulus. 


The 
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OF  THE 


PHLOGISTIC  DIATHESIS. 
F all  the  powers  which  tend  to  create 


either  a Phlogiftic  Diathefis,  predif- 
pofition  to  Phlogiftic  Difeafe,  or  the  dif- 
eafes  themfelves,  heat  is  one  of  the  greated. 
Thus  that  very  lame  power,  the  mod:  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  growth,  exidance,  and  well 
being  of  animals  and  vegetables,  under 
certain  circumdances,  becomes  the  mod 
hurtful.  Applied  in  a moderate  degree, 
proper  excitement  will  be  the  confequence; 
in  a higher  degree  a Phlogidic  Diathefis, 
predifpofition  to  difeafe,  or  difeafe  mud 
take  place  $ but  if  in  a violent  meafure, 
that  diforder  will  follow  that  is  denomi- 
nated indirect  debility. 


Heat, 
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Heat,  ading  on  a living  fyftem,  is  ge- 
nerally applied  more  to  the  furface  than 
the  inward  parts;  hence  its  operation  is 
to  excite  the  extreme  velTels,  ib  as  to  di- 
miniih  their  diameters,  which  it  often 
does  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  almoft  clofe 
them  up,  and  prevent  perforation,  which 
gfeatiy  mcreafes  the  disorder  ; Hence  in 
the  mealies  and  fmall  pox,  the  irritating 
matter  is  retained,  &c.  which  greatly  in- 
creafes  the  excitement , in  the  furface. 
This  power  is  equally  hurtful  in  all 
Phlogiftic  difeafes. 

As  cold  can  conftringe  the  particles 
of  a living  animal,  after  the  fame  manner 
that  it  does  inanimate  matter;  fo  this 
conftndion,  becaufe  the  degree  of  cold 
which  is  adequate  to  affed  it,  cannot  be 
long  fupported  by  a living  fyftem,  cannot 
increafe ; I fay,  that  conftridion  cannot 
increaie  by  length  of  time,  or  continue, 

after  the  caufe  is  removed,  without  de- 
Aroying  life. 

, C 2 
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The  perfpiration  fupprefied  in  Phlogiftic 
difeafes,  and  the  fymptoms  attending  this 
obftruded  perfpiration,  which  are  com- 
monly fuppofed  to  proceed  from  fpafm, 
or  cold  ading  by  conftridion,  are  nothing 
elfe  than  the  common  Diathefis  increafed 
in  the  Ikin. 

The  ftimulus  of  heat,  and  the  other 
exciting  powers,  ad  more  powerfully 
after  the  operation  of  cold,  for  reafons  to 
be  mentioned.* 

The  debilitating  effed  of  cold  is  fo  in- 
creafed by  moifture,  as  to  prove  often 
noxious,  and  always  threatens  to  be  fo,  if 
its  effeds  are  not  properly  and  fpeedily 
obviated;  but  always  is  hurtful  in  a 
Phlogiftic  Diathefis,  by  increafing  the 
effed  of  the  fucceeding  ftimuli ; and  in 
the  contrary  Diathefis,  it  injures  by  con- 
tinuing its  debilitating  power.  The  only 
fort  of  food  which  is  in  danger  of  ftimu- 
lating  too  much,  is  flefh  meat  and  all  kind 
of  aliment  prepared  from  fuch  animal  food, 

as 
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as  alfo  meat  too  fait  and  too  hard, 
efpecially  when  it  tends  to  a Sate  of 
putrefaction.  This  Simulus,  which 
reaches  the  whole  fySem,  is  therefore 
called  a diffufible  one,  fo,  it  operates  on 
the  Somach,  fomewhat  more  than  on  any 
other  equal  part  of  the  body.  Condiments 
have  the  fame  efficacy,  a fmall  portion  of 
which  on  account  of  their  violent  power 
of  Simulating,  will  be  fufficient. 

Spirituous  and  vinous  liquors,  in  which 
there  exifis  alkahol,  diluted.  Simulate 
fooner,  and  their  operation  is  of  Siorter 
duration,  than  victuals  prepared  with  con- 
diments ; and  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  alkahol  they  contain.  All 
thefe  different  kinds  of  food  poffefs  a 
diffuiible,  and  confequently  a direCt 
Simulus.  A Simulus  is  called  direCt,  be- 
caufe  it  forthwith  operates  on  the  excita- 
bility of  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied. 
Another  kind  of  Simulus,  depending  on 
the  moderate  diSention  of  mufcular  fibres, 
co-operates  with  a direCt  Simulus,  at 

leaS, 
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leaft,  as  far  as  it  regards  victuals,  and  is 
confequently  called  an  indirect  ftimulus. 

The  bulk  alone  of  animal  and  vegetable 
food,  the  indirect  ftimulus  of  which  latter 
is  feeble,  affords  this  indirett  ftimulus. 

Good  and  abundant  chyle,  and  blood, 
made  of  animal  food,  is  a further  fti- 
mulus ; by  this  ftimulus  the  excitement 
every  where  is  increafed,  and  more 
than  any  other  equal  part  in  the  blood 
veftels,  and,  that  in  proportion  to  the  a- 
bundance  of  blood.  The  nature  or  quality 
of  the  blood  avails  nothing,  at  leaft  as  a 
caufe,  its  efficacy  is  owing  only  to  its  a- 
bundance,  which  adts  with  aconftant  im- 
petus, diftending  the  mufcular  fibres  of 
the  veftels. 

The  very  celebrated  plethora  of  phyfi- 
cians,  correfponds  with  the  Pblogiftic  Di- 
athefis,  and  is  proportioned  to  its  mag- 
nitude. Does  this  ftimulating  effedt  in- 
creafe  by  the  velocity  of  the  blood,  and 
confequently  by  mufcular  motion,  which 

increafes 
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increafes  the  return  of  the  blood  too 
fpeedily  to  the  heart,  in  confequence  of 
comprcffing  the  veins  ? Nothing  is  more 
fufficient  to  bring  on  aPhlogifticDiathefis, 
and  Phlogiftic  difeafes,  than  this  ftimulus, 
uhjch  difeafes  are  the  mere  violent,  the 
more  abundant  the  blood  is,  and  the  more 
rapid  its  motion.  This  is  further  proved 
by  all  the  fymptoms  attending  tbefe  dif- 
eafes, particularly  by  the  pulfation  of  the 
arteries.  This  is  alfo  further  proved  by 
venefeCtion,  purging,  and  abflinence  from 
food,  which  remedies  are  more  than  ef- 
fectual to  re-eftablifh  health  here,  and  fo 
manifeftly  hurtful  in  difeafes  of  a dif- 
ferent indication. 

The  other  fluids  fecreted  from  the  blood, 
are  confiaered  as  flimulants  alfo,  each  dif- 
tending  their  velfels  in  different  degrees, 
for  which  purpofe  milk  and  femen,  both 
being  abundant  in  their  refpeCtivc  veflels, 
and  in  like  manner,  the  perfpirable  fluids 
are  very  effectual.  A commotion  of  a fe- 
creting  organ,  caufed  by  the  excitability , 

which 
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which  is  one  and  the  fame  indivifible  pro- 
perty all  over  the  fyftem,  is  eafily  diffufed 
throughout  the  bodyj  when  it  is  too 
great,  and  particularly  when  conjoined 
with  other  highly  exciting  powers,  is  ade- 
quate to  the  production  of  a Phlogiftic 
Diathefis. 

Intenfe  thinking,  operating  on  the  or- 
gan to  which  it  is  diredtly  applied,  more 
than  on  any  other  equal  part,  increafes  the 
excitement  all  over  the  fyftem.  An  exer- 
tion of  the  fame  faculty,  whether  very 
great,  but  for  a fhort  time,  or  in  a 
lower  degree,  but  often  repeated  and  ha- 
bituated, even  alone,  can  be  hurtful, 
and  when  conjoined  with  other  exciting 
powers  that  are  noxious,  from  the  great- 
nefs  of  their  ftimulus,  may  be  more  fo, 
and  fuflicient  to  produce  a Phlogiftic  Dia- 
thelis.  That  degree  of  thought  which 
wears  out  the  excitability , as  being  purely 
an  indirect  debilitant , is  excepted  in  this 
place. 
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Violent  pafTions  of  the  mind,  fach  as 
great  rage,  violent  refentment,  immo- 
derate joy,  which  arrive  not  at  that  mag- 
nitude, as  to  wear  out  the  excitability , 
tend  to  the  fame  that  the  exertion  of 
thinking  does,  and  admits  of  the  fame  ex- 
planation. 

Jlereafter  mention  will  fce  made  of 
air,  as  a ftimulus,  without  confidering 
temperature  ; when,  treating  of  particular 
noxious  powers,  fuch  as  contagion. 

From  the  operation  of  any  one  of  thefe 
powers,  a Phlogiftic  Diathefis,  predic- 
tion to  difeafe,  or  difeafe  itfelf,  may  take 
place;  but  fuch  effeds  are  moftly  the 
conlequence  of  all  or  many  of  fuch  powers 
conjoined,  and  do  not  proceed  from  any 
power  implanted  in  the  fyftem. 

Id  producing  this  Phlogiftic  Diathefis 

an  inflammation  of  a particular  part  in 

Inch  as  arc  not  predifpofed,  is  inefficient 

for  thefe  reafons,  becaufe  fuch  an  inflam- 
vol.  11.  n 

inatioq 
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mation  happens  very  often  without  a 
general  Diathefis,  becaufe  in  difeafes  which 
are  always  attended  with  general  inflam- 
mation, a local  inflammation  follows  the 
Diathefis  and  follows  a Pyrexia  itfelf  ge- 
nerally, and  never  precedes  it  ; and  becaufe 
thofe  difeafes,  whofe  Pyrexia  depends  on 
an  inflammation  of  the  part,  by  the  re- 
moval of  fuch  a partial  inflammation; 
thefe  Difeafes  are  removed,  and  the  re- 
medies which  remove  a Phlogiftic  Dia- 
thefis, feldom  do  any  good  in  this  cafe. 

Alfo,  becaufe  whenever  a partial  inflam- 
mation leeixis  to  conftitute  a Phlogiftic 
difeafe,  that  inflammation  produces  evi- 
dently different  difeafes  in  people  of  dif- 
ferent conftitutions,  or  in  the  fame  perfon 
at  different  times.  In  order  that  you  may 
the  better  underftand  that  the  event  is  di- 
rected by  the  Diathefis,  and  that  the  Di- 
athefis does  not  proceed  from  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  part ; and  becaufe,  in  fome 
cafes,  where  a fhadow  of  a Phlogiftic  dif- 
eafe appears,  that  inflammation,  v/hich  is 

commonly 
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commonly  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  the 
Difeafe,  and  was  fuppoled  itfelf  a fymptom 
of  a different  affection,  and  laftly,  becaufe 
a fuppofition  of  the  difcafes,  proceeding 
from  inflammation,  fal fly  fuppofes  predif- 
pofltion  not  neceflary  for  producing  the 
Difeafe. 

Stimulants,  acrid  fubftances,  and  com^ 
preflion,  adting  on  a part,  and  injuring  it, 
are  not  to  be  ranked  among  general  powers 
creating  a Pblogiftic  Diathefls ; for  if 
people  fall  into  this  Diathefls,  it  caufes 
a Difeafe,  if  not,  the  affedtion  is  not  a 
Phlogiflic  one,  but  only  an  appearance 
of  fuch,  differing  in  caufe,  fympfoms, 
and  cure;  nor  is  there  any  regard  to 
be  paid  to  thefe  local  affections,  in  dis- 
orders of  this  kind,  than  as  far  as  they 
fhould  be  underffood  to  be  hurtful,  when 
conjoined  with  a Phlogiflic  Diathefls,  and 
are  to  be  removed  confequently  as  much 
as  in  our  power ; but  their  effedts  are 
never  to  be  confounded  with  the  effedts 
of  a general  excitement , conftituting  Phlo- 

D 2 giftic 


3o  VARIOUS  SYSTEMS 


giftic  Difeafes,  which  notwithstanding  is 
the  general  opinion.  Of  thefe  ftimuli,  com- 
preffion  is  to  be  rejected  on  another  ac- 
count, becaufe  it  is  a fymptom  of  a dif- 
ferent difeafe,  whether  common  or  local, 
and  takes  place,  as  well  in  every  Diathefis, 
as  when  there  is  none  at  all. 

Thus,  then,  the  caufe  of  a Phlogiftic 
Diathelis,  proceeds  from  the  operation  of 
the  powers  mentioned ; whereupon  too 
great  an  excitement  of  the  living  fyftem 
takes  place;  firft  increafing  all  the  acti- 
ons, afterwards  difturbing  fome,  and  di- 
minifhing  others,  by  inducing  debility, 
but  never  as  long  as  the  excitetnent  con- 
tinues. The  origin  of  all  Phlogiftic 
Difeafes,  therefore,  is  the  fame,  and  no 
other. 

Before  the  difturbance  of  the  fun&ions, 
which  never  takes  place  until  a proper 
diforder  is  formed,  and  then  even,  only  in 
its  greater  violence,  all  the  fenfes,  all  the 
motions,  both  voluntary  and  involuntary, 

are 
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are  Stronger,  the  genius  more  acute,  the 
fenlibility  and  affections  greater.  The 
heart  and  arteries  are  proved  to  acquire 
vigour  by  their  increafed  pulfations  j the 
extreme  veffels  of  the  body  are  proved  to 
acquire  vigour  by  their  heat,  all  the 
mufcles  by  their  increafed  Strength  j the 
internal  fecretions,  by  an  abundance  of 
milk  and  femen ; the  digestive  organs  by 
a deSire  for  victuals  and  by  the  force  of  the 
powers  of  digeftion,  vigour  of  body,  and 
an  evident  redundancy  of  blood,  all  which 
tend  to  prove  the  fame.  How  much  the 
faculties  of  the  mind  and  paffions  are  in- 
creafed in  vigour,  we  learn  by  comparing 
them,  in  this  Diathefis,  with  themfelves 
in  found  health,  and  alfo  in  the  fecond 
fpecies  of  Difeafes,  and  the  predifpolition 
to  the  fpecies.  Thus  all  the  aCtions  are 
firft  increafed. 

The  disturbance  of  which  aCtions,  dur- 
ing  the  continuance  of  too  great  excite - 
tnent,  does  not  appear  much  in  this  ftate 
of  the  Difeafe,  clearly  to  point  out  the 

ffate 
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ftate  of  vigour  then  prefent  in  the  con- 
ftitution,  fo  that  you  cannot  clearly  oh- 
ferve  the  mark  of  tooi  much  vigour. 

The  caufe*  difturbing  the  actions,  is  a 
Diathefis  raifed  too  high  or  too  great 
excitement  all  over  the  body  ; whence  it 
comes  to  paf9,  that  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
dif?afe,  many  marks  of  indireft  debility^ 
which  belong  to  another  place,  appear. 
In  like  manner,  the  fame  excitement  vio- 
lently aflaulting  any  part  necelTary  for 
life,  or  highly  excitable,  is  connect- 
ed with  the  general  excitement  of  the 
whole  body,  neceflarily,  and  not  the  latter 
with  the  former. 


The  debilitating  ftate  of  thefe  difeafes, 
confifts  in  fuch  an  increafe  of  the  Dia- 
thefis as  produces  horrour,  languor,  and 
laftitude,  by  checking  the  perfpiration, 
and  leftening  the  aCtion  of  the  ftomach,  or 
otherwife  injuring  it,  by  exciting  too  much 
its  mufcular  fibres,  as  (hall  be  mentioned 
in  full  in  its  proper  place. 
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Inafmuch  as  thefe  effedts  proceed  from 
too  great  excitement  and  are  removed  by 
debilitating  powers,  confequently  not 
debility  but  an  excitement , greater  than 
is  neceffary  for . performing  the  proper 
adtions,  is  confidered  as  thp  caufe  of  thefe 
effedts. 

The  exciting  powers  create  and  increafe 
excitement  all  over  the  body,  becaufe  ex- 
citability  is  one  indivifihle  quality  through- 
out, and  whenever  affected,  is  every  where 
acted  on.  Again,  thefe  affedt  any  one  part 
more  than  any  other  equal  part,  becaufe 
they  diredtly  operate  on  the  part,  each  on 
different  parts.  As  far  as  the  fame  powers 
do  not  diminish  the  force  of  the  adtions, 
they  do  if,  becaufe  they  ffimulate  diredtly, 
and  too  highly,  nor  carry  on  the  famulus 
to  that  magnitude  which  becomes  an  in- 
direct  debilitating  noxious  power.  They 
diininifh  tonic  adtions,  fuch  as  of  the  ffo- 
mach,  muicles,  and  brain,  for  a fhort 
time;  on  this  account,  becaufe  a very  high 
llimulating  power  is  improper  for  the 

perfedt 
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perfect  fun&ions  of  thefe  organs.  Take 
care  not  to  think  that  this  diminution 
proceeds  from  a deficiency  of  ftitnulus, 
and  diftinguifh  it  from  dyfpeptic  fymp- 
toms  of  long  Handing,  evidently  arifing 
from  a debilitated  fource,  conjoined  with 
a concourfe  of  fymptoms  of  the  fame  in- 
dication, and  which  are  to  be  removed  by 
Simulating  powers. 

Excitement,  affe&ing  the  brain  or 
lungs,  and  difturbing  their  actions,  arifes 
on  this  account,  becaufe  the  ftimulus  of 
the  diftending  blood  is  there  more  acute, 
and  there,  finding  a greater  excitability 
than  in  any  other  part,  increafes  to  a 
higher  degree  the  effedt  of  both,  viz.  ex- 
citement hurts  thefe  organs,  and  comes 
near  to  fuch  a ftate  of  the  part  at  laft,  as 

that  its  excitability  may  be  intirely  worq 
out. 

Obftrudted  perfpiration  caufes  horrour 
and  a fenfe  of  cold  , but  obftru&ed  per- 
fpiration itfelf  is  caufed  by  a Phlogiftic 

Diathefis, 
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Diathefis,  highly  increafed  on  the  extreme 
vefiels.  The  Diathefis  is  more  exquifite 
on  the  external  than  internal  parts,  becaule 
the  operation  of  extraordinary  heat  alone 
is  more  powerful,  on  the  furfaceJ5*which 
it  is  dire&ly  applied,  than  in  the  internal 
parts,  or  becaufe  the  operation  is  in- 
creafLd,  in  confequence  of  the  preceding 
cold  permitting  the  excitability  to  be  more 
highly  increafed  there,  than  in  the  in- 
ternal parts.  That  this  is  not  to  be  attri- 
buted to  fpafm  or  the  aftringent  operation 
of  cold,  we  learn  from  the  effetfis  of  the 
fame  highly  exciting  powers  caufing  all 
the  other  fy mptoms  as  well  as  thefe,  and 
alfo  from  the  fame  remedies  which  remove 
this  fymptom,  as  well  as  every  other  part 
of  the  difeafe. 


Symptoms  of  debility  follow  a vehement 
Diathefis  in  proper  Phlogiftic  difeafes, 
becaufe  the  continuance  of  excitement  in- 
creafed, but  not  fo  much  as  immediately 
to  bring  on  indireSl  debility , tends  to  the 
fame  and  produces  the  fame  effetf:.  That  this 
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does  not  happen,  within  the  limits  of 
Phlogiftic  predifpofition,  and  in  (lighter 
Fhiogiftic  difeafes,  we  are  allured  from 
this,  that  here  there  are  no  evident  fymp- 
toms  o i^Lebility  &c. 

An  excitement  violently  affedting  a part 
often  changes  the  form  and  texture  of  it 
as  an  organ. 

The  fame  excitement , on  account  of  its 
extreme  magnitude,  changing  into  dimi- 
nifhed  excitement , or  no  excitement  in 
the  end,  injures  the  part  as  an  organ, 
but  otherwife  it  is  (bill  confidered  as  a 
living  folid.  The  terminations  of  in- 
flammation prove  both  circumftances, 
to  wit,  fuppuration  proves  the  former,  and 
effufion,  gangrene,  and  chronic  or  lingering 
inflammation,  the  latter.  Thefe  local  in- 
juries arifing  from  general  Fhlogiftrc  dif- 
eafes, are  to  be  prevented  by  the  phyfici- 
an,  or  if  this  prevention  be  not  accom- 
plifhed,  are  to  be  remedied  as  much  as  in 
his  power. 


Inflammation 
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Inflammation  attending  or  following 
Phlogiftic  difeafes,  affects  generally  the 
exterior  parts  of  the  body,  becaufe  heat 
directly  (Emulating  or  cold  permitting  the 
excitability  to  increafe,  and  thus  increafing 
the  eftedt  of  heat,  and  other  ftimuli, 
operate  with  the  greateft  force  on  the 
l'urface  and  by  liipprefling  the  perfpiration 
increafes  the  Phlogiftic  Diathefis,  in  the 
adjacent  parts.  For  inflammation  here  is 
nothing  elfe  than  an  increafed  condition 
of  the  part  inflamed,  in  common  with 
the  refl:  of  the  body.  Which  inflam- 
mation as  it  is  conflituted  by  an  increafed 
excitement  in  one  part,  more  than  in  any 
other  equal  part,  fo,  before  a proper  dif- 
eafe  takes  place,  a part  or  a fymptom  of 
which  is  inflammation,  the  excitement  of 
that  part  is  underftood  to  be  proportiona- 
bly  greater  than  the  excitement  of  any  o- 
ther  equal  part. 

s 

EfFufion,  which  is  very  often  a con- 
iequence  following  Phlogiftic  difeafes,  is 
either  fanguiferous  or  ferous,  and  depends 

E 2 op 
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on  the  extreme  excitement  of  the  veflels, 
of  the  part  wearing  out  the  excitability 
therein,  which  then  ceafing  and  permitting 
the  mufcular  fibres  like  the  fimple  folids,  to 
be  relaxed  and  the  diameters  of  the  veflels 
to  be  enlarged : hence  an  effufion  of  the 
fluids  without  a vi  a tergo. 

f * 

The  lame  termination  of  excitement  takes 
place  in  gangrene,  and  proceeds  from  the 
fame  caufe  and  is  attended  with  a fimilar 
relaxation  of  the  fibres,  permitting  the 
fluids  to  reft,  ftagnate,  and  corrupt  within, 
as  well  as  without  the  affecfted  veflels, 
which  terminates  in  a deftrudtion  of  the 
texture  and  in  a mortification  of  the  part. 

Diftention,  lefs  than  is  fuflicient  to 
produce  effufion  or  gangrene,  but  ftill 
fo  great  that  the  veflels  may  receive 
a greater  than  their  ufual  quantity  of 
blood,  in  confequence  of  the  application 
of  a flight  ftimulating  caufe,  fuch  as  in- 
creafed  heat,  or  motion  of  the  veflels,  and 
thus  to  retain  the  blood,  when  taken  in,  and 

thence 
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thence  bring  a lingering  affection,  I fay, 
fuch  a diftention  caufes  a flow  inflam- 
mation of  the  veffels  labouring  under  an 
acute  difeafe. 

As  thefe  effeds  or  terminations  of  the 
caufe  of  Phlogiftic  difeafe  are  only  occafi- 
onally  mentioned  in  this  place,  becaufe 
fihey  happen  as  effects  occafioned  by  thefe 
difeafes  ; fo  their  explanation,  which  is ' 
different  from  the  common  Phlogiftic 
dodrine,  belongs  to  another  place.  In 
relating  which  briefly  here,  we  have 
ftudied  advantage  more  than  order. 

Although  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the 
v veilels  are  by  io  much  the  more  power- 
fully con  traded  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  circulating  blood,  which  dif- 
tends  them,  and  from  thence  the  Phlo- 
giftic Diathefis,  of  all  the  other  veflels  of 
the  body  as  well  as  of  thofe  immediately 
inflamed  undoubtedly  proceeds,  never- 
thelefs,  there  is  need  of  the  fupport  of  the 
Ample  folids  neceffary  to  produce  that 

efted 
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effeCt,  whether  we  confider  the  very  muf- 
cular  fibres  themfelves,  as  fimple  folids,  or 
whether  the  other  fibres,  altogether  defti- 
tute  of  excitability , be  confidered  as  fuch, 
which  fupport  them,  except  in  one  cha- 
racter of  difeafes. 

This  character  is  that,  wherein,  while  all 
other  circumftances,  which  conltitute  a 
Phlogiftic  Diathcfis,  is  fuitable  to  the 
bulk  of  the  fimple  lolids,  yet  the  cohefion 
of  the  particles  are  fomewhat  different. 
Hence  while  the  blood  as  in  other  d'.fetfes 
abounds,  and  by  this  abundance  diltends, 
and  in  confequence  of  this  diftention  fli- 
mulates,  and  by  that  ftimuius  the  mufiu- 
Jar  fibres,  are  contracted,  neverthelefs  thefe 
mufcular  fibres  being  not  fupported  by 
the  fimple  lolids  yield  to  diftention.  That 
this  poffibly  may  be  the  cafe  is  proved  by 
ruptures  of  the  Aorta  near  the  heart,  often 
obferved  after  death,  by  the  known  tenuity 
of  the  fimple  folids,  in  acute  hnsmor- 
rhages,  which  alfo  fupport  this  obfervati- 
on,  and  the  infuperable  leannefs  of  many 
perfons,  otherwife  flrong  does  the  fame. 

That 
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That  this  is  the  cafe,  is  alfo  evident  by  the 
fame  appearance  of  hemorrhagic  people, 
and  by  the  cure  as  far  as  it  is  properly 
managed. 

In  this  peculiar  condition,  the  Rate  of 
the  veflels  of  the  part,  and  of  the  whole 
body  is  the  fame,  but  that  here  fome  fmall 
particular  veflels,  being  unfupported  by 
the  neighbouring  parts,  are  relaxed  and 
ruptured. 

Contagious  matter,  caufes  inflammatory 
eruptions  on  tne  Ikin,  being  there  colle&ed 
and  rendered  acrid  by  ftagnation,  which 
confequently  are  only  fymptomatic.  So 
the  intention  of  cure,  to  be  drawn  from 
thence,  is  to  diminjfh  the  too  great  ex- 
citement, and  reduce  it  to  the  proper 
Standard  of  found  health. 

Peculiar  fymptoms,  attending  a denfe 
eruption  in  a typhus,  proceed  from  a Phlo- 
gistic Diathefis,  increafed  too  high  in 
the  end,  and  thznczi n dire  ft  ly  debilitating. 
As  the  caufe  constituting  a Phlogistic  Dia- 

thefls. 
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thefis,  is  fuch  as  has  been  mentioned,, 
before,  Vol.  II.  page  27.  fo  the  in- 
tention of  cure,  deducible  from  thence, 
is  to  diminifh  the  excitement  in  all  parts 
of  the  fyftem,  until  it  comes  down  to  that 
degree  which  is  neceflary  for  health.  The 
remedies  affe&rng  this  intention  are  the 
very  fame  powers  which  create  this  Phio- 
gijlic  Diathefis,  by  ftimuhting  too  highly 
but  now  adding  with  fo  low,  and  dimini- 
shed a ftimulus,  as  not  to  give  that  degree 
of  excitement  which  is  neceffary  for  health. 
Therefore  as  the  fame  powers  which  are 
hurtful,  by  too  extrordinary  a ftimulus, 
are  called  ftimulants,  fo  thefe  powers 
when  ferviceable from  their  low  operation/ 
are  called  debilitants , for  there  are  no 
fedatives  in  nature. 

That  temperature  which  is  called  heat, 
is  altogether  here  to  be  avoided,  becaufe 
that  degree  of  it  which  debilitates,  viz. 
too  much  in  the  extreme,  cannot  ar- 
rive at  that  magnitude  which  debilitates , 
without  a danger  of  very  great  injury  or 

deftrudtion 
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deftrudion,  refulting  from  fuch  a violent 
ftimulus. 

When  an  increafed  Diathefis,  and  ex- 
citement cau ling  that  Diathefis,  are  not 
very  violent,  in  this  Hate  of  a proper 
difeafe,  wc  are  not  to  hinder  the  applica- 
tion of  that  degree  of  heat  which  attends 
fweat,  or  the  tepid  bath ; becaufe  the 
lofs  of  fluids  by  fweating,  and  the  agree- 
able fenfation  in  bathing,  give  us  reafon 
to  exped  more  advantage  than  the  difad- 
vantage  refulting  from  a moderate  degree 
of  heat. 

But  particularly,  heat  is  to  be  avoided 
after  the  application  of  cold  intenfe  in  any 
degree,  becaufe  the  operation  of  it  be- 
comes more  powerful,  in  confequence  of 
the  increafe  of  excitability , by  the  appli- 
cation of  cold,  this  effed  is  the  more 
to  be  dreaded,  the  more  numerous  thd 
ffirnuli  are,  which  co-operate  at  the 
fame  time.  Cold  here  is  a falutary 
temperature,  provided  it  be  fucceeded  by 
no  great  heat.  Therefore,  that  errour  in 
VoL-  U*  F the 
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the  pradtice  of  phyfic  fhould  be  corrected, 
which  fuppofes  cold,  by  its  ftimulating 
effects,  to  prove  noxious  in  a Phlogiftic 
Diathefis,  and  the  fame  operation  of  cold 
is  to  be  underftood  to  do  fervice  in  the 
fmall  pox,  not  fo  much  by  its  debilitating 
power,  as  by  avoiding  (limuli,  after  its 
operation.  The  fame  cold,  by  making 
ufe  of  proper  caution,  is  lately  found  to 
be  the  moft  effedtual  remedy  of  Catarrh, 
which  is  conftituted  by  heat  alone,  or  by 
fucceeding  cold,  either  by  itfelf  or  when 
conjoined  with  other  debilitating  powers. 

From  whence,  and  becaufe  a cap  made 
of  frefh  clay  has  been  of  fervice  in  a 
phrenitis  and  that  degree  of  cold  which 
ccnftitutes  froft  and  fnow,  being  applied 
to  the  body,  removed  a Synocha,  attended 
with  a delirium ; and  in  like  manner  the 
fame  application  of  cold  has  been  fervice- 
able  in  the  fmall-pox  ; for  tbefe  reafons, 
the  application  of  it  is  to  be  extended  to 
the  whole  circle,  both  of  Predifpofition 

and 
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and  Difeafes,  depending  on  a Phlogijiic 
Diathefis. 

That  no  injury  can  ariie  from  the  fup- 
pofed  aftringent  power  of  cold,  in  a Phlo- 
giflic  Diathciis,  is  evident  from  its  great 
ehicacy  applied  to  the  furface  of  the  body, 
in -the  final  1-pox,  by  which  the  perfora- 
tion is  rendered  the  more  free  and  open, 
and  that,  the  greater  the  power  of  cold  is 
applied. 

That  you  may,  with  greater  certain!}', 
be  able  to  command  a Phlogijiic  Diathefis, 
tn  that  llaie  thereof  winch  indicates  a great 
danger  of  Difeafe,  you  fhould  order  abffi- 
ncnce  from  animal  food,  and  all  prepara- 
tions thereor,  and  adminifter  freely  a ve- 
getable diet.  i bis  Diathefis,  increafed  to 
the  magnitude  of  a Difeale,  is  removed  by 
abftinence  from  animal  food,  efpecially  in 
a fc'iid  form,  and  by  a competent  ufe  rf 
vegetable  diet,  of  the  mo  ft  fuccufent  kind, 
iliis  Diathefis,  I fay,  is  removed  in  the 
beft  manner  poffihle,  at  far  as  regards 
^ 2 re.im-'n, 
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regimen,  in  the  manner  defcribed ; See 
Vol.  II.  page  22,  23. 

In  every  part  of  this  Diathefis  it  is 
proper  to  decline  the  ufe  of  condiments, 
which  in  thefe  Difeafes  are  poifonous. — 
Watry  drink  is  fuitable  to  the  fame  Dia- 
thefis, and  all  ftrong  drink  noxious,  and 
the  more  fo,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  alkahol  it  contains.  This  famealkahol, 
if  it  be  not  highly  diluted,  is  a deftrudtion 
in  Phlogijlic  Difeafesj  in  all  which,  water, 
to  which  a fmall  quantity  of  acid  is  added, 
exceeds  the  ufe  of  fmall  beer,  which  a 
very  great  author  has  taken  into  practice. * 
Inafmuch  as  the  indirect  ftimulus  of  food 
afiifts  the  diredi,  i.  e.  diffufes  the  ftimulus 
through  the  whole  fyftem,  confequently 
limits  Ihould  be  put  to  the  bulk  of  the 
fuitable  matter  taken  in.  page  45,  Vol.  II. 

In  order  to  diminifh  the  ftimulus, 
which  abundance  of  blood  and  chyle  di- 
redily  affords  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  this 
abundance,  when  greateft,  can  be  removed 

by 
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by  abfanence,  veneieCtion,  and  purging; 
but  when  the  quantity  of  blood  is  but 
moderate  in  thele  difeafes,  the  directions 
delivered  above,  which  relate  to  an  inferior 
hind  or  Diathelis,  are  to  be  obferved ; that 
to  fay,  we  fnould  periifl:  in  purging, 
now  and  then,  in  ordering  a /pare  diet, 
but  not  draw  away  blood.  And  if  at  any 
time  food  fhould  be  taken  in  foinewhat 
liberal,  we  fhould  promote  perforation 
by  gentle  and  repeated  exercife.  Thefe 
things  will  remedy  the  effects  of  too  vio- 
lent circulation  of  the  blood,  and  as  far 
as  it  regards  its  quantity;  which  velocity 
depending  on  the  violent  motion  of  the 
body,  which,  in  an  inferior  Diathefis, 
confitures  predifpofition  or  Difeafes  of 
the  Phlogifac  kind,  will  be  cfiminifhed 
by  ufing  lefs  exercife,  more  reff,  and  lefs 
of  the  other  ftimulating  powers.  But  in 
the  greateft  Diathefis,  which  caufes  the 
mod  violent  difeafes,  the  famulus  of  all 
the  exciting  powers  muft  be  as  much  as 
poflible  prevented,  and  blood  let  in  the 
greatcft  profufion,  in  order  to  retard  the 

violence 
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violence  of  circulation.  It  is  needlefs  to 
direSl  the  patients  to  reft,  which  they  ne- 
ccliarily  muft  do,  whether  they  will  or  not. 

The  ftimulus,  which  abundance  of  the 
fluids  fecreied  in  the  excreting  ducts 
caufes  diftention,  is  removed  by  t :k  ng 
away  the  powers  which  create  it.  There- 
fore, copulation  fhould  be  more  fre- 
quently ufed,  milk  avoided,  take  lefs  nu- 
tritious diet,  let  perfpiration  be  reftored 
by  removing  the  Phiogiftic  Diathefjs  on 
$he  furface  of  the  body. 

The  proper  remedy  of  the  ftjmuius 
caufed  by  thought,  whether  vehement  or 
long  continued,  is  a remiffion  of  the  fame, 
and  let  that  frequency  be  attended  to 
which  in  the  end  debilitates,  both  in 
magnimde  and  frequency,  which  by  wear- 
ing out  the  excitability  in  fine,  at  iaft 
brings  on  indirect  debility , which  rule,  as 
it  is  fuitable  to  the  ftate  of  predifpofition, 
fo  it  cannot  be  omitted,  with  any  lort  of 
propriety,  when  a difeafe  takes  place, 
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especially  of  the  vehement  kind  ; becaufe 
there  is  no  coming  to  the  affi  Stance  of  the 
aifeafe,  which  is  debility , except  thro' 
that  intermediate  magnitude  of  Stimulus, 
which  would  prove  hurtful  by  increaling 
the  excitement  already  too  great. 

In  order  to  remedy  a leffer  degree  of 
Diathefis  in  predifpofition,  and  to  obviate 
difeafe,  the  habit  of  violent  paffions  is 
lo  be  checked. 

The  extreme  effed  of  thefe  paffions,  as 
indirectly  debilitating,  is  by  no  means  to 
be  wiffied  for,  on  account  of  the  inter- 
mediate danger  of  extroardinar y excitement. 

Thefe  powers,  the  fame  in  kind  which 
constitute  the  Phlogistic  Diathefis,  differ- 
ing only  in  magnitude,  and  altogether 
opposite  in  this  refped,  very  feldom,  and 
with  lefs  fuccefs  each  part,  but  very  often, 
and  with  better  Succefs,  when  very  many 
are  applied  ; but  belt  of  all,  when  all  are 

conjoined, 
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conjoined,  and  great  neceflity.  requires, 
it,  remove  this  Diathefis.  &c. 

As  venefe&ion  is  the  moft  powerful  of 
all,  as  being  that  which  compleatly  takes 
away  a ftimulus,  which  is  by  fo  much  the 
more  powerful,  by  how  much  it  is  more 
extenlively  applied  to  the  body,  fo  when- 
ever this  Diathefis  comes  to  any  great 
height,  it  is  to  be  ufed  extenfively  or 
largely,  but  never  in  predifpofition,  and 
is  very  fparingly,  or  not  at  all  to  be  ufed 
in  the  milder  kinds  of  Phlogiftic  difeafes, 
and  the  cure  is  to  be  left  to  other  re- 
medies. 

Cold,  taking  care  that  heat  fhould  be 
avoided  after  its  operation,  and  other  fti- 
muli  claims  to  itfelf  in  the  cure  of  Phlo- 
gillic  difeafes,  the  fecond  place ; heat 
always  proves  hurtful,  and  more  fo,  when 
it  comes  after  cold  ; but  particularly  fo, 
when  conjoined  with  other  violent  fti- 
muli.  Cold  always  proves  ferviceable,  and 
that  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude,  if  a 

foreign 


OF  MEDICINE. 


5l 


0 

foreign  ftimulus,  conjoined  with  its  ope- 
ration, or  following  after  it,  or  exceeding 
it,  be  cautioufly  avoided. 

Purging  occupies  the  third  place  after 
thefe,  which  very  powerfully  refolves  a 
Phlogiftic  Diathefis,  and  confequently 
obviates,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  pati- 
ent, the  necefiity  of  drawing  blood.  This 
fame  power,  even  alone,  is  fufficient  to 
re-eftabliih  health  in  fome  cafes. 

Together  with  all  thefe  powers  We 
muft  withhold  the  ufe  of  vidluals,  whofe 
ftimulus  prevents  the  good  to  be  derived 
from  the  former  powers,  and  that  in 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
Diathefis.  Which  alone  is  fufficient  for 
removing  always  predifpofition,  and  very 
often  fuch  difeafes  as  are  caufed  by 
the  milder  Phlogiftic  Diathefis. 

With  all  the  foregoing  powers,  reft  is 
to  be  conjoined  in  every  difeafe,  and  all 

Vol.  II.  G-  . things 
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things  that  allay  motion,  in  predifpofing 
to  thefe  difeafes. 

The  worft  cuftom  of  the  general  run  of 
phyficians,  is,  that  they  continue  the  too 
great  application  of  fome  one  of  thefe  re- 
medies, omit  all  the  reft,  or  pay  little  at- 
tention to  them.  We  fhould  not  depend 
on  venefedtion  alone,  even  in  peripneu- 
mony,  bat  all  the  other  powers  fhould  be 
applied  at  the  fame  time,  or  in  fucceftion. 
In  a word,  as  the  powers  which  confti- 
tute  predifpofition  to  difeafe,  or  difeafes 
themfelves,  operate  more  violently  on  one 
part ; that  is,  that  part  which  it  diredtly  af- 
fedfs,  fo  all  the  remedies  too  are  to  be  di- 
rected, each  to  different  parts,  that  the 
general  effecft  of  all  may*  with  greater 
certainty,  reach  the  whole  fyftem,  and  e- 
very  where  equally  adt  on  the  excitability . 
The  Spaniards  befieged  Gibraltar,  with 
lefs  hopes  of  carrying  the  town,  the  nar- 
rower the  paftage  was  to  attack,  it  by,  as 
they  would  make  a greater  impreftion  on 
it,  if  their  foldiers  had  it  in  their  power. 


in 
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in  many  parts  at  once,  or  in  all  places  a- 
round,  to  batter  down  the  walls,  and  un- 
dermine them. 

We  obviate  the  fymptoms  of  debility 
which  follow  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
and  the  vehemence  of  a Phlogifric  Dia- 
thefis,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  threat- 
ening death  by  indireSi  debility  • I fay,  we 
obviate  thefe  fymptoms  by  the  foregoing 
■remedies  timely  applied. 

The  fame  timely  cure  tends  to  prevent 
fuppuration,  effufion,  and  gangrene,  arifing 
from  too  great  excitement  in  the  end,  and 
thus  pafing  into  indirect  debility. 

A tedious  or  chronic  inflammation,  fol- 
lowing an  acute  one,  as  being  a local  af- 
fection, for  a general  one,  belongs  to  ano- 
ther place,  depending  on  a relaxation,  and 
atony  of  the  fibres  of  the  velfels,  and  is  to 
be  cured  by  all  kinds  of  powers,  which 
give  them  ftrength  and  excitement.  Cqld 
is  the  remedy  here  whofe  aCtion  we  have 

£•2  already 
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already  explained,  which  in  this  cafe  a)  • 
fetfts  the  part,  as  it  does  the  whole  body 
in  other  cafes,  not  by  caufing  an  aftridti- 
on,  which  is  either  wanting  or  cannot 
remain,  the  caufe  being  removed.  The 
notion  of  aftridtion  depends  on  a falfe  idea 
of  cold,  becaufe  the  heat  is  lefs,  it  adts 
consequently  on  ftmple  matter,  as  is  the 
cafe  here  like  heat,  but  diminilhed.  If 
then  heat  relaxes,  cold  muft  alfo  relax, 
but  lefs.  After  which  manner  adting  in 
th  is  cafe,  it  is  ufeful,  but  the  increafed 
excitement , following  this  operation  of 
cold  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  others,  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  increafed  power  of 
the  fucceeding  ftimuli.  Left  this  conden- 
ftng  effedt  of  cold  may  be  loft,  the  too 
great  and  confequently  relaxing  power  of 
heat  is  to  be  avoided.  The  latter  is  to  be 
applied  in  fuch  a quantity  and  fo  lowr,  as 
produces  a juft  excitement , without  the 
preceding  application  of  cold.  After  the 
application  of  cold,  therefore  a moderate 
degree  of  heat  is  proper:  Too  great  heat 
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is  hurtful  by  bringing  on  indirect  debility 
which  increafes  the  difeafe. 

As  an  acute  inflammation  can  be  chang- 
ed into  a chronic  one  : So  the  intire  Phlo- 
giftic  Diathefis  can  be  changed  into  an 
Afthenic  one,  the  pathology  as  well  as 
the  cure  of  which,  is  to  be  referred  to 
the  clafs  of  Afthenic  difeafes  ; but  the 
intention  of  ftrengthening  the  whole 
fyftem  and  of  the  part  liable  to  inflam- 
mation, in  confequence  of  relaxation  and 
atony,  and  defending  it  from  this  caufe 
belongs  to  this  place. 

Befides  thefe  directions,  care  muft  be 
taken  that  the  body  be  fo  placed  as  that 
the  blood,  inclined  by  its  fpecific  gravity, 
fhould  not,  in  a great  quantity  flow  into 
the  enfeebled  and  relaxed  veflels  of  the 
part  affedted. 

i 

It  belongs  alfo  to  the  cure  of  all  pro- 
fluvia,  whenever  they  threaten  that  every 
violent  motion  of  the  body,  confequently 

exercife 
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exercife  and  particularly  hard  labour  be 
avoided.  And  alfo  that  intire  reft  be  ob- 
ferved,  or  at  moft  geftation  only  ufed. 

If,  along  with  the  effedts  of  ftimuli  or 
acrid  fubftances,  wounding  or  erroding 
any  interior  part,  a Phlogiftic  Diathefis 
should  chance  to  be  conjoined  with  a 
pyrexia,  a ftmilar  method  of  cure  proves 
effectual.  In  which  cafe  the  phyfician 
fhould  take  it  up  as  a certainty  that  he 
attacks  the  general  Diathefis,  and  does  not 
proceed  to  the  cure  upon  any  other 
grounds. 


THE 
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THE 

PHLOGISTIC  DIATHESIS, 

I w i 

Illuftr cited  by  the  Explication 

OF  THE 

SYMPTOMS.* 


T^HE  vigour  of  the  fenfes,  motions^ 
(jw&t  the  mind,  and  affe&ions  de- 
pend on  the  increafe  of  the  excitement \ in 

their 


* By  former  dofirines,  the  illufteration  of  the  fymp. 
toms  has  been  as  follows. 


The  heat  is  excited  by  the  reciprocal  aaion,  and  re- 
aaion  of  the  folids  and  fluids.  The  irritation  on  the 
fibres  increafes  the  adion  of  the  veffels  3 the  volofity  of 
the  fluids  is  thereby  quickened  through  them,  and 
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their  feparate  organs,  which  affedts  the 
blood  during  its  other  operations.  * 

thus  heat  is  excited  in  proportion,  as  there  is  crafla- 
mentum  in  the  blood.  , 

The  pain  is  excited  by  the  diftention  of  the  veflels, 
in  parts  become  already  preternaturally  fenflble. 

The  fwelling  is  not  caufed  by  obftructed  blood,  but 
by  the  excefs  of  heat  diftending  the  cellular  membrane  ; 
but  fwelling  is  not  eflential  to  conftitute  inflammation. 

t , x.  - , ’ 

The  rednefs  proceeds  from  the  quantity  of  blood 
brought  to  the  part. 

The  quicknefs  of  pulfe  from  that  law  of  nature, 
by  which  the  heart  always  increafes  its  efforts,  to  free 
its  veffels  from  any  injury  they  may  fuftain  from  acci- 
dental, or  preternarural  irritation. 

% '* 

The  drynefs  of  the  fkin  is  faid  to  proceed  from  the 
ftricture  in  the  capillaries,  whofe  ufe  is  greatly  impaired 
by  the  irritation  on  them. 

The  itching  is  but  the  beginning  of  what  terminates 
in  pain  by  its  increafe. 


Horrour 
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Ilorrour  characterizes  the  beginning  of 
all  Phlogiftic  difeafes.  This  arifes  from 
the  diminifhed  perforation,  in  tile  ex- 
treme vellels  of  the  fkin,  during  a vigour- 
ous  Diathefis.  The  fenfe  of  cold,  which 
often  accompanies  horrour,  may  be  ex- 
plained by  the  fame. 


In  thefe  fame  affeCtions  the  pulfe  vi- 
brates Wronger,  harder,  more  full,  and 
fomewhat  more  frequent  than  in  found 
health.  Animal  food  taken  plentifully 
during  the  time  of  the  predifpofition 
renders  it  full  and  hard.  The  fame  fti- 
mulus,  or  any  other,  as  that  of  ftrong 
drink,  exercife,  whether  of  body  or  mind; 
alfo  all  the  noxious  Aimulants  indeed 
produce  this  effeCt. 


But  if,  during  the  difeafe,  the  pulf 

become  fofter,  weaker,  and  more  quick, 

is  a bad  fign,  and  it  comes  from  either 

debilitant,  cure  being  tried  beyond  prope 

aws  ; or,  (this  being  neglected)  fror 
^ol.  II.  H 
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a too  great  force  of  excitement  bringing 
on  fome  little  indireB  debility.  The 
former  caufe  dircB,  the  latter  indirect 
debility , both  muff  certainly  be  fhuned 
and  avoided. 

A redundancy  of  blood,  fupprefling  per- 
fpiration  through  a too  great  Phlogiftic 
Diathefis,  caufes  a pale  colour  in  the 
veflfels  of  the  furface  of  the  body,  which 
is  often  the  refult  of  an  abundance  of 
fecreted  fluids.  This  is  the  caufe  of  the 
head-ach  and  pain  in  the  joints.  Which 
as  often  as  it.  affedts  the  head  it  eaflly 
yields  to  letting  blood  ; therefore  an  in- 
ward inflammation  here,  is  feldom  to  be 
fufpedted  : And  the  lefs  fo,  becaufe  in 

common  Phlogiflic  difeafes  the  arifing  in- 
flammation always  occupies  an  outward  or 
exterior  place,  as  much  as  we  can  learn. 

Delirium  which  fometimes  takes  place 
in  a too  vehement  difeafe,  is  not  to  be 
imputed  to  inflammation,  for  a reafon  lately 

given. 
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given.  For  it  fo  appeared  by  the  de- 
t radii  on  of  blood  and  the  other  fluids,  that 
we  have  no  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  it  to 
be  inwardly,  a redundancy  of  blood  in 
the  veffels  diftending  them  beyond  mea- 
fu  re  is  the  principle  and  whole  caule  of 
this  ; hence  a ruddy  countenance,  (hew- 
ing that  redundancy,  and  from  thence 
venefedlion  driving  away  the  diforder  at 
one  ffroke,  is  an  evident  proof. 


Third;  and  heat,  the  great  marks  of 
Phlogiftic  difeafes,  depended  on  the  Phlo- 
puftic  Diathefis  in  the  extreme  veffels  of 

O 

the  jaws,  and  of  the  (kin,  this  (o  ob- 
(Irudting  the  paffages  as  not  to  permit 
perfpiration ; yet  neverthelefs  fuffers  the 
blood  to  pafs  the  bounds  of  the  fmall 
veffels,  and  thus  increafes  the  natural  heat 
of  theboay  under  the  (kin,  on  accountof  the 
perfpiration  being  thus  fupprcffed,  and  the 
mouth  fupplied  by  the  extremities  of  the 
veffels,  which  pour  out  fpittle,  and  other 
fluids  ; which  in  their  free  flowing  prevent 
drynefs  and  that  fenfe  called  third,  but  now 

H 2 being 
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being  oblfrudted,  beget  that  very  dif- 
agreeable  and  troublefome  fenfation,  gene- 
rally piocceded  in  this  order  and  facceed 
one  another.  Hoarfenefs  is  often  the 
firft,  then  a dry  cough,  attended  at  laft 
with  fpitting.  The  origin  and  fource  of 
the  hoarfenefs  and  dry  cough,  is  the 
limits  and  ends  of  thofe  fmall  exhalating 
and  mucous  .veflels,  which  terminate  in 
the  bronchia,  being  fhut  up  by  a vehe- 
ment Diathefis  and  not  transmitting  thofe 
fluids,  by  which  the  bronchia  and  afpera 
arteria  are  lubricated,  if  the  hoarfenefs  is 
removed  the  fpittle  eafily  follows  again, 
and  is  freely  ejected. 

As  the  free  flowing  of  fpittle  dernon- 
flrates  a relaxation  of  the  Diathelis,  fo  a 
too  free  evacuation,  is  a fign  of  debility 
taking  place,  the  difeafe  tending  to  an 
afthenic  diathefis,  by  proceeding  to  indi- 
rect debility , as  when  a difeafe  hath  ex- 
haufled  the  excitability  or  through  direct 
debility  by  too  great  a ufe  of  debilitants. 


Thefe 


Tijefe  fame  fy mp toms  while  they  are 
kept  within  the  bounds  of  dire  ft  debility , 
or  not  yet  changed  to  vJirett,  are  oc- 
cafioned  by  heat  and  what  ever  Stimulates 
too  much  ; and  are  removed  by  cold,  or 
whatever  debilitates,  &c. 

Palenefs  or  clearnefs  of  urine  and  cof- 
tjvefs,  which  happen  particularly  about 
the  commencement  of  a difeafe,  comes 
from  the  magnitude  of  the  Diathefis,  f0 
Shutting  up  the  ends  of  the  veSTels,  that 
.either  nothing  may  be  voided,  or  elfe 
only  the  thinner  part  of  the  urine 
may  flow.  The  abfence  of  third, 
loofenefs  of  the  belly,  and  restoration  of 
perfpiration.  See.  are  Signs  that  the  Dia- 
thefis remits  gradually,  and  that  the  dif- 
order  is  mitigated;  and,  that  it  is  in  fuch 
a Slate  that  by  vomits,  clySters,  and  fu- 
doriHcs  accompanied  with  other  antiphio- 
giSlic  remedies  the  difeafe  may  be  entirely 
rooted  out. 


Often 
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Often  in  Phlogistic  -DiSorders  of  a 
milder  nature  ; the  defire  of  food  is  not 
much  diminifhed,  it  often  may  be  taken 
in  a greater  quantity  than  what  is  really 
ufeful  ; but  unlefs  a flight  matter  of 
herbs  alone  be  given,  and  that  in  the 
form  of  a watery  portion  or  fome  liquid, 
it  will  be  attended  with  bad  confe- 
quences. 

But  when  the  difeafe  i6  arrived  at  its 
greateSt  height,  either  through  the  indulg- 
ing of  too  nourishing  food,  or  by  Stimu- 
lant remedies  being  applied,  or  arifing  in 
the  beginning,  from  Strong  noxious  powers ; 
then  all  the  other  bad  fymptoms  above- 
mentioned,  as  well  as  the  grievous  hoft  of 
complaints  of  the  ftomach,  and  an  acute 
pain  in  the  breaft,  difturbing  it  diredt'iy 
take  place. 

In  a vehement  diathefls,  therefore, 
where  there  is  little  want  of  food,  and 
great  call  for  water  to  drink,  tins  latter 
mutt  be  indulged  by  all  means,  and  the 

former 
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former  muft  be  avoided,  as  exciting  a 
loathing,  licknefs  and  vomiting.  Thefe 
are  not  ufual,  unlefs  the  diathefis  is  going 
to  turn,  or  has  turned,  by  the  means  re- 
lated above,  into  an  afthenic  one,  and  the 
other  fymptoms  being  removed,  they  yielct 
to  a proper  antiphlogiftic  cure.  But 
when  licknefs  and  vomiting  are  urged  on 
and  violent,  and  more  permanent,  ,yet  we 
know  that  they  are  without  Indirect  debi- 
lity ; if  the  pulfe  yet  keeps  a moderate 
quickneis,  and  does  not  abate  much  of 
its  fullnefs  and  force;  if  vomits  and  clyf- 
ters  leflen  the  morbid  ftate ; in  a word, 
the  antiphlogiftic  remedies  then  anfwer. 
But  when  the  diforder  is  changed,  and 
the  caufe  is  become  diametrically  0ppo- 
fite,  then  we  fhall  underftand,  as  thele 
fymptoms  inereafe  every  day,  and  the 
pulfe  becomes  weaker  when  the  gripino- 
in  thebowe's,  and  liquid  dejedtions  are 
added  to  the  whole  hoft  of  ftomach  com- 
plaints, that  then  the  antiphlogiftic  cure  is 
manifestly  hurtful. 


While 
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While  the  fymptoms  do  not  indicate 
indirect  debility,  a too  great  excitement , 
tending  to  it,  excites  commotions  fooner 
in  the  ftomach  than  any  where  befides, 
on  account  of  its  great  fenfibility,  and 
the  force  of  the  more  powerful  ftimuli 
adting  chiefly  thereon  ; for  here  are 
the  moft  powerful  ftimuli  applied  fir  ft, 
fuch  as  are  particularly  proper  to  excite 
a Phlogiftic  diathefis,  and  they  exercife  a 
greater  force  over  the  excitability  of  the 
fame.  Such  are  the  various  preparations 
of  animal  food,  different  mellow  wine, 
different  feafonings,  various  diffufible  fti- 
mulants,  as  the  forms  of  opium,  volatile 
alkali,  camphire,  mufk,  and  aether ; all 
which  affedt  this  more  than  any  other 
equal  part more  than  the  inteftines, 
for  their  principles  are  firft  changed 
by  concoction  before  they  pafs  the  duo- 
denum more  than  the  lacteals,  becaule 
they  are  received  by  them  after  they  are 
diluted  and  changed  by  the  operation  of 
concodtion,  and  when  they  are  received 
they  are  carried  to  the  blood ; more  than 
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on  the  heart  and  arteries*  on  account  of 
the  fame  dilution,  and  perpetual  change  in 
the  whole  circuit  of  mixture,  more  than 
on  the  extremities  of  the  arteries,  either 
exhalant  or  glandular,  or  whether  they 
ejedt  the  already  corrupt  matter  out  of 
the  fyftem,  or  they  bring  fomething  fa- 
lutary  to  the  blood  through  the  lymphatic 
veffels,  and  that  as  well  for  the  fame 
reafon,  as  on  account  of  fome  great  change 
produced  in  the  exhalants  and  glands ; 
more  than  on  the  lymphatic  veffels ; 
where  a new  fluid  conftantly  pafles  to  the 
old  ones*  through  the  branches  that  run 
between,  and  particularly  the  thoracic 
dudt;  more  than  on  the  other  blood 
veffels,  on  account  of  the  great  change 
from  their  repeated  circuit ; more  than 
the  mufcular  fibres,  whether  voluntarily 
or  not,  becaufe  the  ftimuli  do  not  touch 
them;  more  than  on  the  brain,  or  the 
medullary  folid*  for  the  fame  reafon,  and 
on  account  of  the  great  diflance  of  thefe 
parts  from  the  ftimulants.  In  a word,  as 
all  the  exciting  powers,  whether  falutary, 
Vol.  II.  I noxious, 
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noxious,  or  medicinal,  ad  more  power- 
fully on  fome  places  than  on  others, 
and  thefe  fame  are  the  firft  that  are  ope- 
rated upon,  and  come  dircdly  in  con- 
tad:  ; thefe,  therefore,  before  all  others, 
are  more  ready  to  pafs  from  a Phlogiftic 
to  an  afthenic  Diathefis,  or  vice  vcrjd  ; 
but  yet  in  fucb  a manner,  that,  though 
the  excitability  be  one  only  and  indivi- 
fible  quality  in  the  fyftem,  whether 
the  excitement  be  incrgafed  in  a peculiar 
place,  or  whether  it  be  diminifhed,  and 
whether  it  be  leftened,  through  diredl  or 
indirect  debility , and  the  afthenic  Dia- 
thefts  be  now  formed,  the  other  operati- 
ons of  the  fyftem  foon  follow  the  genus 
mutationis. 

And  feeing  the  powers,  which  aded, 
have  been  and  adually  are  the  fame,  i.  e. 
either  too  great  or  too  little  ftimulants; 
and  feeing  the  excitability , on  which 
they  have  and  really  do  ad  is  the  fame, 
i.  c.  the  whole  caufe  is  the  fame,  it 
is  neceftary  that  the  effed  fhould  be 

^he 


OF  MEDICINE. 


69 

the  fame,  t.  e.  the  mode  of  operation  in 
the  whole  fyftem,  whether  redundant  or 
deficient,  is  neceffarily  the  fame. 

' ■*-V? -Wj^r  .5 

Inflammation^,  the  companion  of  phleg- 
mafia,  always  almcft  occupies  an  outward 
feat,  as  far  as  we  know  its  nature.  The 
reafon  is,  becaufe  heat,  which  is  a very 
powerful  Phlogiflic  noxious  power,  either 
alone,  or  alternating  by  turns  with  fuc- 
ceeding  cold  exerts  its  force,  on  the 
parts,  to  which  it  is  dire&ly  applied, 
much  more  than  inwardly,  where  the 
temperature  is  almofl:  always  unchange- 
able, as  alfo  the  lungs,  by  different 
forms  of  inflammation,  which  are  to  be 
accounted  as  external  and  outward,  be- 
caufe a dirett  paflage  to  them,  is  open  to 
the  air,  are,  before  all  other  places,  affect- 
ed with  inflammation.  Befides,  the  vio- 
lence of  the  exciting  noxious  power  juft 
mentioned,  there  is  a fenfibility  of  the 
part  that  is  to  undergo  inflammation,  and 
a greater  and. more  abundant  excitability , 
than  in  the  other  parts,  which  is  the 
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caufe  that  firft  one  of  the  above  mention- 
ed parts,  and  then  another  are  affedted  a- 
bove  all  the  others  : an  addition  to  the 
caufe  is,  that  in  whatfoever  any  dft  the  a- 


ver  any  <£f 

effort  ded. 


bovementioned  parrs  are  effort  and  in 
whatfoever  manner  it  has  undergone  that 
inflammation,  peculiar  to  the  phlegmafiae, 
that  f«irne  part  on  every  accefiion  of  a new 
phlegmafia  is  in  more  danger  than  all  the 
reft.  This  is  the  manifeft  fource  of  fome 
phlegmafia,  as  of  the  repeated  cynanche 
tonfiliaris  and  rheumatifm.  The  perip- 
neumony  happens  more  rarely  than  the 
other  difeafe  of  this  kind,  becaufe  it  is 
obviated  by  many  means  proper  to  prevent 
Phlogiftic  Diathefis  together  with  its 
companion  inflammation,  viz.  by  breath- 
ing a clear  air  in  the  ordinary  ftate  of  it, 
&c. 


Inflammation  here  is  nothing  elfe  than 
a ftate  of  the  part  inflamed  common  with 
the  reft  of  the  fyftem,  but  more  increafed 
than  in  any  other  equal  part,  and  as  ex- 
citement, more  augmented  in  one  place 

than 


OF  MEDICINE. 


7i 


than  any  ether  equal  one  constitutes  in- 
flammation } To,  before  a difeafe,  of  which 
inflammation  is  a part  or  fymptom,  ex~ 
citement  is  understood  to  be  greater  in 
that  place,  in  proportion,  than  in  any 
other.  This  is  an  inflammation  accom- 
panied by  a Phlogiftic  Diathefis.  , . 

This  inflammation,  for  distinction's  fake, 
is  to  be  called  common  Phlogistic,  is  to 
be  distinguished  from  the  other,  which  is 
a local  affedtion  arising  from  local  injury, 
and  confifts  in  the  fault  of  an  organ  or 
folution  of  a part. 

The  word  local  agrees  with  this  latter 
Phlogistic  inflammation,  and  the  common 
always  depends  on  the  Phlogistic  Dia- 
thelis ; and  is  only  a part  or  fymptom,  never 
preceding,  but  always  fooner  or  later  fuc- 
ceeds  it.  It  rifes  from  the  fame  noxious 
powers,  and  is  cured  by  the  fame  remedies. 
On  the  contrary,  the  local  inflammation, 
as  it  arifes  from  a local  affedtion,  which 
diffolves  the  continuance  or  disturbs  the 


texture 
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texture  of  the  part ; fo  if  the  part  affected 
be  not  very  fenfible,  the  confequence  will 
not  be  very  dangerous.  In  a part  endued 
with  great  fenflbility,  as  the  infide  or  out- 
lide  of  the  ftomach  or  inteftines,  or  of  the 
tender  fle£h  under  the  nail,  the  effedt  is 
often  fpread  over  the  whole  body,  and, 
from  the  affedtion  of  all  the  vtfiels,  a 
commotion  or  reftleflnefs  every  where 
takes  place.  This  fame  inflammation, 
whether  local  or  common,  gives  way  to 
thofe  remedies  alone,  which  operate  on 
the  part  affedted  firft,  and  tends  to  reftore 
the  continuance  of  the  part.  Thefe  will 
fuffice  at  prefent  concerning  the  diftindti- 
©n  of  Phlogiftic  inflammations,  more  will 
be  faid  when  we  come  to  treat  of  the 
local  ones  afterwards,  in  their  proper 
place.  Many  other  things  remain,  both 
of  the  local  and  common,  to  be  explained 
hereafter. 

Inflammation  is  known  by  the  fymp- 
toms  of  perturbation,  as  often  as  the  vital 
organ  is  affedled  ; but,  whether  or  no, 

common 
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common  Phlogiftic  inflammation  ever  at- 
tacks the  brain  and  its  meninges,  is  as  yet 
uncertain.  It  is  more  probable  that  dis- 
turbance in  the  brain  and  phrenzy  do  not 
depend  on  inflammation,  as  the  following 
examples  feem  to  fliew  : Firft,  The  facility 
of  the  cure,  fince  all  thefe  dilorders  give 
way  to  bleeding,  clyfters,  and  other  anti- 
phlogiftic  remedies;  nor  is  it  credible  that 
the  eftetfts  of  a proper  inflammation,  in 
fo  tender  and  neceflary  a part  of  the  body, 
could  be  fo  eaflly  removed.  Secondly, 
There  is  no  more  certain  proof  of  inflam- 
mation being  removed,  than  health  beino- 

» 

reftored.  Thirdly,  The  fimilitude  of  the 
caufe  produces  the  fame  efft&s,  and,  as 
has  been  before  related,  no  common  in- 
flammation arifes  inwardly  almoft  under 
a common  Phlogiftic  diforder  ; which  in- 
flammation, whenever  it  happens,  always 
occupies  an  exterior  place.  Moreover, 
all  the  fymptoms  are  of  the  fame  nature 
with  thofe  that  arife  from  the  common 
Phlogiftic  noxious  powers,  and  will  yield. 
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in  proportion  to  their  magnitude,  to  all 
the  common  antiphlogiftic  remedies. 

The  reafon  of  head-ach,  red  eyes,  and 
delirium,  which  attend  phrenzy,  and  are 
imputed  to  inward  inflammation,  is  the 
abundance  of  blood  in  the  veflels  of  the 
head,  diftending  them  immoderately,  and 
thus  through  violence  of  diflention  caufing 
great  pain. 

Moreover,  there  is  no  doubt  but  in- 
flammation is  the  refult  of  that  difturb- 
ance  which  ufually  happens  to  the  lungs, 
and  that  the  external  pains  here  correfpond 
to  internal  inflammation  ; and  as  inflam- 
mation is  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude 
44+e-’  of  the  Phlogiftic  afledtion,  which  in- 
flammation never  happens,  unlefs  in  a great 
diathefis,  fo  the  pain  is  in  proportion  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  inflammation  ; and 
from  the  confederation  of  the  fame  caufe, 
the  Rate  of  the  pulfe  is  to  be  eftimated  • 
in  a great  diathelis,  its  refult  will  be  a 
proportionate  inflammation.  There  - is  an 

acute 


OF  MEDICINE. 


75 


acute  and,  as  it  were,  pungent  pain  about  the 
bread,  fometimes  about  the  dernum,  then 
over  the  breads,  then  beyond  both,  then 
in  the  back,  either  between  or  above  the 
fcapulas,  and  the  puli'e  is  ftrong  and  hard* 
In  a lets  diathefis  and  inflammation,  the 
pain  is  lei's  acute,  a little  more  dull  and 
tolerable,  the  pulfes  are  hard  and  drong, 
yet  lefs  fo  than  in  the  other  cafe.  After- 
wards, during  the  progrels  of  the  difeafe, 
the  jaain  abates  again,  grows  dull,  and 
the  breath,  which  was  didurbed,  is  now 
eafier  and  more  readily  taken.  The 
pulfes,  which  before  had  only  little  hard- 
nels,  now  indeed,  on  account  of  the 
magnitude  of  vidiredl  debility , through 
negledt  of  proper  remedies,  or  on  account 
of  bringing  on  dire 51  debility , from  too 
great  a ufe  of  the  antiphlogidic  cure,  are 
entirely  foftened.  But  the  hardncfs  of 
the  pulfes,  and  encreafe  of  pain,  is  never 
to  be  referred  to  the  feat  of  inflammation 
on  the  brain  nor  is  their  foftnefs  and 
dullnefs  to  be  thought  to  confid  in  the 
fubdance  of  the  lungs  as  the  feat  of  in- 
Vol^  II.  K flammation 
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flammation ; becaufe  it  is  impoflible  for 
inflammation  to  occupy  either  of  thefe 
parts,  and  not  to  be  found  in  the  parts 
contiguous  to  them.  The  caufe  of  thefe 
fymptoms  above  related,  therefore,  is  to 
be  admitted  as  the  real  one. 

The  puftules,  which  attend  certain 
Phlogiftie  diforders,  arife  from  contagion 
received  in,  and  fpread  over  all  the 

fyftem,  and  is  retained  under  the  fkin, 

• 

with  the  perfpirable  fluid  in  the  veflels  of 
the  fame.  The  caufe  of  the  retention 
and  multitude  of  puftules,  is  the  Phlo- 
giftic  Diathefis,  prevalent  in  the  whole 
fyftem,  but  more  fo  in  the  veflels  of  the 
fkin,  for  the  reafons  above  related.  In 
which  operation  the  mufcular  fibres  of 
the  perfpirable  veflels,  becaufe  they  are  fo 
much,  inafmuch  as  they  are  hitherto 
confidered  as  Ample  folids,  denfed,  are  as 
much  as  they  are  confidered  as  living 
folids,  augmented  in  tone,  and  are  there- 
fore excited  to  fuch  a degree,  as  not  to 
let  pafs  the  vapour  of  perfpirable  matter. 

Of 
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Of  STHENIC  DISEASES. 

/ * 


LL  Phlogiflic  difeafes  are  attended 


with  a general  increafed  excitement , 
which  is  evinced  by  the  increafe  of  vigour 
both  in  body  and  mind  and  the  increafe 
of  fome,  and  the  disturbance  of  other  of 
,the  functions,. 

There  are  fome  of  thefe  difeafes  which 
are  diftinguifhed  from  others,  by  their 
degrees  of  magnitude.  Some  fthenic  dif- 
eafes are  attended  with  a pyrexia  and  an 
inflammation  of  fome  external  part,  fome 
are  without  this  and  fome  are  attended 
with  neither. 

The  common  flhenic  diforders  attend- 
ed with  a pyrexia  and  an  inflammation, 
are  called  partly  phlegmafias,  partly  ex- 
anthemata, which  without  any  diftindtion 
we  will  treat  of  in  their  order  of  ex- 
citement from  their  greateft  to  the  leaf!:. 


Kz 
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To  the  Phlogiftic  phlegmafia  and 
exanthemata,  are  common  after  the  Phlo- 
giftic Diathefts,  as  much  as  ufually  hap- 
pens in  the  predifpolition,  a horrour, 
fenfe  of  cold,  languor,  wearinefs  as  it 
were,  quieknefs  of  the  pulfe,  moderate  in 
the  beginning,  and  in  a mild  oifeafe,  a 
ftrength  and  hardnefs  of  the  fame,  a dry- 
nefs  of  the  fkin,  a retention  of  feeretion 
in  fome  places,  a rednefs  of  urine,  great 
heat  and  often  thirft. 

To  thefe  are  peculiar  an  inflammation 
of  an  external  part,  or  an  affedtion  nearly 
allied,  preceded  for  the  moft  part  by  a 
common  affedtion,  but  never  followed  by 
fuch.  Which  common  affedtion,  to  dif- 
tinguifli  it  the  better  from  Fevers , is  to 
be  called  pyrexia.  In  fthenic  exanthemata 
an  eruption  of  fpots,  or  puftules  covers, 
or  marks  the  whole  fkin,  more  fre- 
quently or  more  feldom,  according  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  Diathefts.  Any 
foreign  contagious  matter,  received  into 

the 
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the  body  and  retained  under  the  fkin, 
produces  the  fame  effect. 

The  explication  of  all  thefc,  from  the 
dodtrine  delivered  above,  flows  fpontane- 
oully.  The  flhemc  Diathefis  precedes 
in  the  manner  we  have  fpoken  of  fo  much 
f-iOio  when  excited  by  ffimulant  powers. 
The  indications,  from  the  pulies  are  never 
to  be  referred  to  any  affe&ion  of  them, 
for  we  have  fhewed  that  they  arife  from 
the  redundancy  of  blood,  which  ftimulates 
by  diftending  the  vdfels. 

The  quicknefs  of  pulfe  is  here  moderate, 
becaufe  while  tne  Itimulus  excites  one 
part,  the  quantity  which  is  to  be  moved, 
prevents  its  quicknefs.  It  is  manifeft 
that  it  cannot  pals  with  that  quicknefs, 
as  when  there  is  a fcarcity  of  it.  A 
ffrength  of  pulfe  ariles  from  a magnitude 
of  excitement  in  the  moving  flbres  of  the 
veffels,  which  is  commonly  called  tone, 
and  from  a magnitude  of  the  denfity,  of 
thefe  fame  flbres  confidered  as  Ample 

i 
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folids.  Hardnefs  of  pulfe  is  nothing  elfe 
than  a ftrong  contraction  remaining  fome- 
time,  and  keeping  a quantity  of  blood  in 
a narrow  fpace,  and  thus  reprefenting  as 
jit  were  a'tenfe  chord. 

That  this  is  the  exaCt  {late  of  the  ar- 
teries is  before  proved,  by  the  quantity 
of  food  required  and  taken  in  the  time 
of  predifpohticn,  and  by  every  fuch  power 
as  conhitutes  fuch  a hate  uncommonly 
.exciting  every  where,  and  eonfequently, 
among  other  effects,  increahng  the  digef- 
tive  powers  ; and  alfo  by  aliments,  which 
prevent  and  remove  the  difeafes,  in  con- 
junction with  other  debilitating  powers ; 
which,  as  it  was  a very  pernicious  errour 
to  have  confounded  this  {late  of  the  pulfe 
with  a contrary  one,  which  has  continu- 
ally been  the  cafe,  as  it  prevented  the 
method  of  cure,  fo  it  cannot  but  be  of 
great  advantage  to  place  this  hate  in  a 
yery  clear  light. 


Horrour 
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Horrour  and  a fenfe  of  cold  depend  on 
drynefs  of  the  fkin  as  a caufe.  Langour 
and  laditude  indicate  a greater  excitement 
of  the  brain  and  mufcular  fibres,  than  can 
be  properly  borne  by  the  excitabiliy  re- 
Sridled  to  certain  limits  : confequently 
the  addons  are  diminifhed  here  by  a fli- 
mulating,  not  a debilitating  caufe  ; a great 
excitement  and  den fity  of  the  fibres  fur- 
rounding the  extreme  veffels  caufes  a 
drynefs  of  the  fkin,  which  diminish  the 
diameters,  fo  far  as  that  the  peripirable 
vapour  cannot  be  taken  into  them,  or,  if 
taken,  cannot  be  tranfmitted  through 
them : which  lTate  is  not  a fpafm  or  aSric- 
tion  proceeding  from  cold,  but  a Phlo- 
gifhc  Diathefis,  greater  in  the  fkin  than 
in  any  other  part;  becaufe  the  Simulating 
power  of  heat,  efpecially  after  the  appli- 
cation of  cold  at  other  times,  being  a 
noxious  power,  caufing  PhlogiSic  difeafes, 
operates  more  flrongly  on  the  furface  than 
on  the  interior  parts,  and  increafes  the 
fum  of  the  Simulating  powers. 


The 
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The  fame  is  the  caufe  of  a temporary 
retention  of  other  excretions,  but  that  the 
mentioned  operation  of  heat  is  different 
from  the  explication,  and  from  thence  a 
leffer  degree  of  Diathefis  affeCts  the  in- 
terior excreting  veffels,  which  are  re- 
laxed, both  on  this  account,  and  becaufe 
they  are  naturally  larger  than  the  exterior 
ones,  fooner  in  thefe  difeafes.  The  red- 
nefs  of  urine  takes  place,  becaufe  the 
general  Diathefis,  attacking  the  veffels  fe- 
creting  urine,  prevents  the  fecretion ; — 
hence  the  fluid  to  be  fecreted  endeavours 
to  diftend  the  veffels,  and  burfts  them. 
The  mufcular  fibres  endeavour,  by  con- 
tracting tbemfelves,  to  counteract  and  re- 
fill the  diflention,  as  far  as  they  can  dif- 
charge  the  office  of  Ample  folids  ; to 
which  diflention,  during  the  violent  ac- 
tion of  the  living  folids,  the  force  of  co- 
hefion  in  all  the  folids  yielding  fomewhat, 
tranfmits  the  particles  of  blood,  which 
d ■'les  not  take  place  in  the  beginning  of 
the  difeafe,  becaufe  the  diflention  of  the 
fluids  does  not  fuddenly  overcome  the 

cohefion 
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cohefion  of  ihe  fimple  folids  ’till  after 
fome  time. 


Obftrudted  perfpiration  is  the  caufe  of 
great  heat,  preventing  that  generated 
within  the  body  to  pafs  through  the  pores 
of  the  fkin ; which  {hall  be  more  at  large 
explained,  when  I come  to  treat  of  the 
fame  fymptom  happening  in  fevers  too, 
in  part ; and  on  the  fame  account  a Phlo- 
giftic  Diathefis,  fhutting  up  the  excreting 
veffels,  and  hindering  the  excretion  of 
the  fluids  of  the  fauces,  creates  third:;  to 
produce  which  effect,  heat  contributes, 
by  diflipating  the  fluids  that  are  excreted. 
Inflammation,  and  the  affedtion  bordering 
on  it,  whether  it  be  catarrhal  or  any 
other  affection,  is  a part  of  the  Phlogiftic 
Diathefis,  greater  in  the  inflamed  part 
than  in  any  other  equal  one,  which  the 
noxious  exciting  powers  adfing  on  the 
whole  body,  the  fymptoms  of  difeafes, 
demonftrating  a general  affedtion,  and  the 


remedies  removing  it  from  the  whole  body, 
evincing  a general  affedtion, which  generally 
^0L*  E precedes 
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precedes  or  happens  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  affedtion  of  the  part,  and  never 
follows  it,  becaufe  too  great  excitement 
being  its  caufe,  creating  the  Diathelis  and 
diffufing  it  all  over  the  body,  pre-exifts 
before  the  difeafe,  and  as  it  forms  the 
rudiments  of  the  local  affedtion  in  predif- 
pofition  fo  it  does  not  from  the  local  af- 
fedtion not  even  in  a difeafe  always,  only 
in  a certain  magnitude  of  the  latter,  and 
of  itfelf,  hence  in  a great  Diathelis,  the 
affedtion  of  the  part  is  great,  in  a leffer,  it 
is  inconliderable,  in  a fmall  and  gentle 
'Diathelis,  there  is  no  local  affedtion  at 
all,  becaufe  a great  magnitude  of  the 
morbid  Diathelis  is  neceffary  to  conftitute 
it.  Thus  in  peripneumony  where  the 
Diathelis  and  pyrexia  are  very  great  alfo 
in  rheumatifm,  where  it  comes  next  in 
magnitude,  the  inflammation  is  formed 
great  in  proportion,  in  like  manner  ; in  the 
mealies,  the  danger  of  which  difeafe  in- 
tirely  confllts  in  the  vehemence  of  a 
Phlogiftic  Diathelis,  an  inflammation 
equally  dangerous  arifes  which,  very  often 
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attaifts  the  lungs,  and  that  dangeroufly. 

A Synocha  phrenitica  never  happens  but 
when  a great  Diathefis  occurs,  which 
caufes  an  inflammation  of  the  brain,  or  a 
predifpofition  ,to  inflammation,  nor  is 
there  any*»ea-ng&r  to  be  apprehended  in 
Eryiipelas  from  the  inflammation  even 
attacking  the  face  except  when  the  pyrexia 
is  violent,  which  when  mild  infures  us  of 
a profperous  termination.  A fimple 
fynocha  is  nothing  elfe  but  a phlegmafia, 
confining  of  pyrexia  and  a Phlogiftic  Dia- 
theiis  unequal  to  caufe  an  inflammation 
on  account  of  its  fmallnefs.  Neverthelefs  as 
all  the  noxious  exciting  powers  and  all  the 
remedies  are  altogether  the  fame  as  of  any 
other  phlegmafia,  it  was  a very  great  mifjjl^ 
to  Teparate  it  from  thefe,  and  con- 
join it  with  Fevers  which  are  difeafes  of 
extreme  debility , and  the  more  fo  becaufe 
inflammation  which  is  falfly  fuppofed  ne- 
cedary  for  phlegmafia,  is  not  wanting  in 
this  difeafe  as  often  as  a fufficient  Dia- 
thefis for  exciting  it  takes  place.  Which 
neverthelefs  could  not  be  difcerned  on  ac- 
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count  of  another  errour  equally  great  arid 
equally  noxious,  whereby  the  inflammation 
was  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  phlegmafia. 
In  fine  that  you  may  be  fure,  that  inflam- 
mation does  not  differ  fronythe  nature  of 
catarrh,  but  is  very  often  <wam»ng»on  ac- 
count of  the  ufual  mediocrity  of  the  general 
Diathefis,  as  often  as  theDiathefis  increafes 
which  happens  thro’  a neglect  of  the 
proper  method  of  cure,  and  from  the  ef- 
fect of  the  noxious  powers  extended  be- 
yond the  ufual  bounds  an  inflammation 
and  very  formidable  too,  arifes  often  at- 
tackingthe  throat,  and  lungs,  and  exciting 
a difeafe,  fimilar  to  a peripneumony.  In 
^ fine,  the  caufe  is  evident,  why  inflamma- 
is  wanting  in  all  haemorrhages.  In 
that  character  of  Phlogiftic  difeafes,  thtf-- 
general  Diathefis  being  mild  from  the  be- 
ginning and  continually  being  kept  mo- 
derate by  repeated  haemorrhages,  and 
fometimes  altogether  removed  for  a time. 

I fay,  fuch  a Diathefis  can  never  rife  to 
that  magnitude  which  is  fufiicient  for 
forming  inflammation. 

This 
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1 his  example  of  a thorn  under  the 
nail  and  wounding  it,  and  bringing  on 
inflammation  after  a wound,  and  communi- 
cating a fimilar  affedtion  to  the  fhoulder, 
ana  a pyrexia  all  over  the  body,  is  menti- 
oned to  no  purpofe,  as  confirming  and 
illuftrating  how  phlegmafia  proceeds  from 
inflammation.  For  nothing  like  a phleg- 
mafia follows  this  or  a fimilar  local  in- 
jury, except  a Phlogiftic  Diathefis  hap- 
pens to  pre-exift  in  this  cafe  too,  fo  as  to 
pafs  or  change  into  any  difeafe.  Without 
which  Diathefis,  no  general  affedtion 
takes  place  in  the  contrary  Diathefis,  a 
contrary  difeafe  arifes,  viz.  a typhus  of 
the  moft  -dangerous  kind  fymptomatic 
of  a gangrene. 

That  a local  affedtion  depends  on  a ge-> 
neral  one,  and  the  general  one  not  on  the 
local  is  further  proved  by  the  prefence  of 
a^inflammation  often  without  being  fol- 
lowed by  any  phlegmafia.  Becaufe  as  in 
the  cafe  juft  now  mentioned,  it  very  often 
happens,  becaufe  either  a general  Dia- 
thefis 
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thefis  is  wanting  or  the  place  inflamed 
is  not  internal,  and  not  very  fenfible. 
Thus  all  the  inftances  of  Phlegmon,  all 
the  inftances  of  Erithma  or  Eryfieplas, 
without  a general  Diathefis,  being  dif- 
ferent from  phiegmafia  are  very  impro- 
perly conne&ed  with  them,  but  more  im- 
properly with  their  prototypes,  inafmuch 
as  all  thefe  are  local  difeafes',  or  fymptoms 
of  other  difeafes.  Nor  does  a certain 
fimilarity  of  difeafes,  of  internal  inflam- 
mation, with  phiegmafia  invalidate  this 
opinion  : Inafmuch  as  thefe  difeafes  are 
not  preceded  by  the  ufual  noxious  po  wers, 
creative  of  phiegmafia,  or  any  general  af- 
fection, nor  are  cured  by  general  remedies. 

Thefe  difeafes  confequently, which  arife 
from  acrid  ftimuli  and  compreflion,  and 

which  are  curable  by  removing  alone  the 

/ 

caufe,  which  is  feldom  done  by  art,  are 
ranked  among  the  phiegmafia,  thro’  errour 
of  the  worft  kind,  and  moil  adverfe  to  the 
cure. 


The 
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The  name  of  Pyrexia  has  been  given 
with  very  great  reafon  to  the  general  af- 
iedion  which  appears  in  pblegmafia,  and 
the  two  next  charraders ; as  by  this  they 
may  be  diflinguifhed  from  Fevers , which 
are  difeafes  of  extreme  debility  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other  from  a fmilar, 
but  altogether  different  evil,  which  is  a 
iymptom  of  local  difeafes,  and  may  be 
called  a Iymptom. 

i 

The  true  phlegmafiae  which  anfwer  the 
definition  are  peripneumony,  under  which 
are  comprehended  the  phrenites  and  the 
cardites  as  far  as  it  is  a general  affedion, 
a fynocha  with  an  affedion  of  the  head 
called  phrenetica,  rheumatifm,  eryfipelas, 
cynancbe  tonf  laris,  catarrh,  and  a fimple 
fynocha. 


The 
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The  HISTORY  of  PERIPNEUMONY. 


HE  peculiar  fymptoms  of  peripneu- 


mony  are  a pain  in  fame  part  of  the 
thorax,  often  {Lifting  its  place,  difficult 
breathing,  coughing  generally,  fpitting 
fometimes  blood. 

The  feat  of  the  difeafe  is  all  over  the 
body,  the  whole  nervous  fy Item  with  an 
increafed  Diathefls,  in  a ftate  of  pfedifpo- 
fition  general  to  the  whole  body,  and  no 
other  new  caufe  creating  the  difeafe,'  an 
inflammation  within  the  bread:,  following 
the  pyrexia  after  a confiderable  length  of 
time,  but  never  preceding  it,  venefedtion, 
and  all  the  other  remedies  affedting  not 
more,  the  place  inflamed  than  any  other 
part  equally  diflant.  I fay,  all  thefe 
things  prove  that  the  difeafe  is  general  all 
over  the  body,  and  the  whole  nervous 
lyftem. 

The  peculiar  feat  of  the  inflammation 
which  is  a part  of  the  general  Diathefis, 

is 
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is  the  fubftance  of  the  lungs  and  the 
membrane,  proceeding  from  the  covering 
the  furface  of  the  fame,  called  t|>Q  Pleu- 
ra pulmonalis;  or  a certain  par this 
membrane  either  covering  the  ribs  infide, 
or  including  the  vicera  of  the  thorax 
without ; in  different  parts  of  it,  in  dif- 
ferent .cafes,  and  even  in  the  fame  cafe, 
different  parts  are  affeded. 

The  pain  in  any  outward  part  of  the 
thorax  depends  on  the  inflammation  of  the 
different  correfponding  parts  within,  juft 
now  mentioned,  which  is  confirmed  by 
difledion  of  bodies  ; but  it  is  very  often 
the  lungs  adhering  to  the  pleura-coftalis 
conftitutes  the  pain. 

When  the  inflammation  attacks  the 
furface  of  the  lungs,  it  pannot  adhere 
or  confined  to  any  other  part  feparately, 
eitherVthe  fubftance  of  the  lungs  or  its 
membranes;  for,  if  you  but  ftudy  the 
matter,  how  can  you  conceive  that  Angle 

^ol.  II.  M points 
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points  of  the  fame  veflels, , whether  creep- 
ing on  the  furface  of  the  membrane,  or 
defcending  into  the  fubftance  of  the  lunes, 
or  nfrmitrgi ng  from  thence,  can  be  in- 
flamed without  an  inflammation  of  the 
adjacent  parts  ? 

In  like  manner  the  diftin&ion  of  in- 
flammation into  the  paranchymatous  and 
membranous,  and  the  fuppofition  of  its 
being  continually  in  the  latter,  is  equally 
foreign  from  truth ; which  diftindtion, 
be  well  aflured,  was  mentioned,  not  fo 
much  for  the  fake  of  practice  (for  the 
difpute  does  not  at  all  concern  the  cure) 
as  for  the  fake  of  fhewing  the  ufual  vanity 
of  pathologifts. 

The  pain,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  often  changes  its  place ; becaufe 
the  inflammation,  which  is  its  imme- 
diate caufe,  is  equally  changeable,  leaving 
its  firfl:  place,  or  partly  keeping  it  and 
partly  quitting  it,  and  rufhing  with  vio- 
lence into  another  place  : which  the  well 

known 
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known  change  of  the  feat  of  pain,  com- 
pared with  the  veftiges  of  the  inflam- 
mation of  its  correfponding  parts,  difco- 
vcred  after  death,  confirms.  Which  cir- 
cumftance  reflects,  by  another  very  weighty 
argument,  on  the  notion  of  thedifeafe  being 


conflituted,  fupported  or  depending  any 
bow  on  an  inflammation  of  the  part,  cor- 
rodes the  opinion  laid  down  here,  and 
fhews  that  the  inflammation  is  directed 
by  the  general  Diathefis,  one  time  on  this 
part,  and  another  time  on  another,  in- 


creafes,  and  is  in  fome  fort  multiplied  ; 
this  is  further  corroborated,  becaufe 
the  cure  (hews  that  the  inflammation  is 
weakened,  rendered  lefs  extenfive,  and  is 
removed  from  all  parts  of  the  body,  when 
the  general  Diathefis  is  leflened  or  re- 
moved. The  confideration  of  rheumatifm 

confirms  the  fame  thing,  whole  powers 
are  more  fevere  and  more  numerous,  in 
proportion  to  the  ftrength  of  the  general 
Diathefis,  and  milder  and  fewer  in  number 
in  proportion  to  its  flightnefs,  difiinguifh 
thefe  pains  s depending  on  the  general 

M 2 Diathefis 
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Diathdis  being  a part  of  the  general  dif- 
eafe,  from  local  pains,  which  very  often 
happen  alone  without  any  general  difeafe, 
and  may  chance  to  go  before  a general 
affednon,  if  you  do  not  wifh  wantonly  to 
fport  with  terms,  in. a matter  of  import- 
ance to  betray  a fcandalous  ignorance  and 
to  impoie  upon  the  ignorant. 

The  difficulty  of  breathing  is  conflitu- 
ted  by  no  exclufive  fault  in  the  lungs,  or 
organs  of  refpiration,  by  no  deficiency  of 
excitement  in  them,  but  only  from  the  in- 
halation of  air,  which  fills  its  proper 
veffels,  difiends  them  and  thereby  com- 
prefies  the  fanguiferous  inflamed  ones. 

The  caufe  cf  coughing  proceeds  from 
perfpirable  matter,  as  mentioned  before, 
and  alfo  from  mucus  fecreted  and  excreted, 
violently  irritating  the  air  veffels,  in- 
creafing  the  excitement  of  them,  and  of 
every  other  power,  inlarging  the  capacity 
of  the  thorax,  &c.  and  thus  performing 
a very  full  inhalation  and  exhalati- 


on 
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on  of  air,  --wJwle  they  will  partly  co- 
operate. 

This  coughing  is  flight,  or  fcarce  any 
at  all  in  the  beginning,  becaufe  in  con- 
iequence  of  the  Diathelis,  as  yet  power- 
fully attacking  the  extremities  of  the 
VtfTels,  the  fame  fluids  palling  off  in  the 
form  of  an  imperceptible  vapour,  very 
little  irritate,  and  pafs  away  with  the 
breath,  with  little  difficulty.  Spits  follow 
the  fame,  becaufe  the  humours  accumu- 
lated together  with  their  effedt,  which  is 
the  retention  of  mucus,  are  fwept  along  in 
the  effort  of  coughing,  perhaps  and  the 
violent  impetus  of  the  effluent  air,  as  if  it 
were  by  a running  ffream,  the  blood 
fometimes  mixed  with  thefe  fpits  indi- 
cates the  force  of  fecretion  already  ex- 
plained. The  foftnefs  of  the  pulfe,  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  word,  in  this 
cafe  is  to  be  excluded,  as  an  indication  be- 
caufe the  fymptoms  of  the  pulfe  do  not  fol- 
low an  inflammation,  hut  the  general  Dia- 
thefis,  which  being  regarded,  the  pulfe 

which 
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which  is  not  very  hard,  may  be  called 
foft,  but  regard  being  had  to  the  cure,  the 
pulfe  may  be  called  foft.  Nor  is  the  various 
fenfation  of  pain,  which  is  fometimes 
acute,  and  as  it  were  pungent,  and  other 
times  obtufe  and  heavy,  and  rather  to  be 
Confldered  as  an  anxiety,  a'tho’  direftly 
depending  on  inflammation,  or  indicating 
jts  Rate  and  feat,  to  be  counted  a matter 
pf  any  great  moment,  becaufe,  however 
great  the  inflammation  may  be,  wherever 
it  may  be  fituated,  and  whatever  danger  it 
jnay  threaten,  the  only  method  of  remov- 
ing it,  along  with  the  danger  of  the 
difeafe,  conflfts  in  removing  the  general 
piathefis. 

The  notion  therefore  of  the  inflamma- 
tion of  the  pleura  pulmonalis  in  the  acute 
peripneumony,  or  of  the  paranchyma  in 
the  obtufe,  is  to  be  rejected  as  ufelefs,  and 
guarded  againfl:  as  deftrudtive,  for  very 
often  during  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
when  far  advanced,  the  pain  fuddenly 
ceafing  while  the  breathing  is  not  pro- 

portionably 
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portionably  lightened,  affords  a falfe  ap- 
pearance of  a recovery  to  an  unfkilful 
phyfician.  The  caufe  of  which  being 
altogether  different  from  the  nature  and 
feat  of  inflammation,  conflfts  in  fuch  a 
magnitude  of  excitement , as  indicates 
that  the  excitability  is  worn  out  and  end- 
ed, and  the  very  great  vigour  changed  in- 
to indirett  debility,  hence  inflead  of  a 
very  great  excitement , no  excitement  ex- 
ifts  in  the  veffels  moftly  affected,  and  inflead 
of  denfity,  extreme  laxity  takes  place: 
hence  the  excretions,  inflead  of  being  only 
moderately  increafed  are  augmented  beyond 
bounds ; the  watery  parts  feparating  from 
the  more  fluid,  without  any  force,  with- 
out effects,  but  only  in  confequence  of  the 
inactivity  of  the  veffels  the  fluids,  ex- 
travafated  in  all  parts  into  air  veffels, 
-w&ielr  fuddenly  fuffocates  the  patient. 

Cardites  feldom  occurs,  is  not  well 
underflood,  and  appears  generally  to  be  a 
local  affection,  when  this  takes  place;  the 
phyficians  labour  is  fpent  to  very  little 

purpofe 
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purpofe,  and  if  at  any  time  it  happens 
connected  with  the  general  affedtion,  it 
admits  of  no  other  definition  or  method 
of  cure,  but  that  of  peripneumony,  from 
which,  inafmuch  as  it  aril'es  from  the  fame 
noxious  powers  preceding,  and  is  remov- 
ed by  the  fame  remedies,  and  cannot  be 
diftinguifhed  from  it,  by  any  uncertain 
fymptom  ; therefore  it  fliould  not  be  fup- 
pofed  different  from  it,  either  in  the 
origin  of  the  difeafe,  or  method  of  cure. 
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Tbe  HISTORY  of  //^SYNOCHA 
PHRE  N**r  I C A. 


HE  fynocha  phrenetica  is  a phleg- 


mafia  attended  with  a flight  inflam- 
matory catarrhal  affection  of  fome  part  or 
other,  of  one  or  more  of  the  limbs  or 
fauces,  with  pain  in  the  head,  the  face 
and  eyes  fuffufed,  impatient  of  nolle,  and 
light  reflleflnefs  and  delirium.  Inflam- 
mation does  not  appear  externally  in  its 
proper  form  ; neverthelefs,  a date  border- 
ing on  it  or  a catarrhal  affedtion  depend- 
ing on  the  fame  caufe,  and  differing  only 
in  this,  that  it  is  only  an  inferior  degree, 
appears  on  the  limbs,  and  mufcles,  efpe- 
cially  over  the  fpine  or  round  the  bread: 
and  in  the  lower  part  of  the  fauces. 

The  pain  of  the  head,  the  fuffufion  of 
the  face  and  eyes,  proceeds  from  too  great 
a quantity  of  blood  in  the  veffels  of  the 
brain,  or  its  meninges,  didending,  dimu- 
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lating,  exciting  and  contracting  the  veffels, 
fo  as  to  caufe  pain.  To  create  which, 
inflammation  is  not^eceffary  ; for  without 
it  increafed  adtiorT’’  may  produce  fuch 
pain,  becaufe  it  exceeds  that  medium  of 
excitement  in  which  an  agreeable  fenfation 
confifls.  The  quantity  of  blood  is  indi- 
cated and  alfo  explained  from  the  rednefs 
of  the  face.  That  this  caufes  the  pain 
by  diflention,  is  proved  by  venefection ; 
and  whatfoever  diminifhes  that  quanti- 
ty, by  lelTening  the  impetus  of  the  blood. 

The  fame  caufes  an  impatience  of  found 
and  light,  fharpening  the  femes  of  hearing 
and  feeing ; for,  as  fome  degree  of  im- 
pulfe  of  the  blood  is  neceffary  for  every 
fenfation,  if  the  veffels  are  over-loaded 
muff  it  not  be  attended  with  heat  ? as  the 
blood  put  in  motion  is  the  exciting  caufe  ; 
confequently,  if  the  caufe  be  too  great, 
the  effeCt  mufl  be  equally  fo ; but  thefe 
fymptoms  are  attended  with  pain,  in  a 
different  degree  of  excitement,  as  fhall  be 
hereafter  mentioned. 


The 


The  fame  increafed  excitement , caufed 
by  a too  great  dimulus  of  the  blood  and 
other  powers,  occafions  reftlednefs  and 
delirium.  The  other  powers  that  contri- 
bute to  the  fame,  generally  are  intenfe 
thinking,  as  if  it  were  a continual  tenor 
or  thought,  and  every  exiting  paffion. 
No  one,  even  in  health,  deeps  well  when 
opened  on  by  thefe  powers.  So  that  you 
fhould  not  be  furprifed  that  the  fame, 
applied  in  a high  degree  in  a violent  dif- 
eafe,  prevents  deep.  As  increafed  red- 
leflnefs  is  an  increafed  adtion,  fo  is  deli- 
rium, the  fame  caufe  remaining.  What 
may  feem  wanting  to  the  more  full  ex- 
planation of  thefe  fymptoms,  diall  be 
hereafter  delivered. 
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An  EXPLICATION  of  the  STHENIC 
EXANTHEMATA. 

fthenic  exanthemata,  are  often  the 
if  confequence  of  the  noxious  powers 
that  ufuallv  create  the  fthenic  Diathefis, 
in  fuch  a fthenic  pyrexia,  firft,  jmt  a 
fynocha,  taka/place  then,  after  a fhort  in- 
terval, not  certain  by  any  rule  blotches  or 
fpots  that  mark  the  fkin  follow. 

The  following  is  a ftrong  proof,  that 
the  exanthematic  diforders  do  not,  in  any 
thing  of  confequence  differ  from  the 
other  fthenic  diforders,  becaufe,  except  in 
the  eruption  and  the  things  appertaining 
to  it,  there  is  nothing  remarkable  or  new 
in  thefe  figns  ; except  the  contagion,  no- 
thing ftrange  in  the  noxious  powers  ; and 
the  fame  remedies  are  found  to  anfwer,  both 
to  check  and  cure  the  difeafe.  As  this  is 
the  cafe,  yet  on  account  of  the  eruption 
and  the  things  peculiar  to  it,  it  was  a proof 
of  the  greateft  ignorance  to  have  feparated 

the 
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the  exanthematic  from  fimilar  difor- 
ders,  and  to  have  joined  them  with 
thofe  very  different  from  them  in  their 
nature.  For  how  can  any  one  believe 
fince  the  ufual  method  of  cure  re- 
moves the  efted  of  eruption,  whatever 
it  is,  that  it  proceeds  not  from  the  fame 
but  from  a different  caufe,  unlefs  we  are 
arguing  with  thofe,  who  think  that  the 
fame  effed  proceeds  from  different  caufes  ? 
For  truly  the  operation  of  contagion  is 
not  different  to  that  of  the  common 
powers,  but  intirely  the  fame. 

Contagion  is  a certain  matter,  infenfi- 
ble,  of  an  unknown  nature,  and,  as  molt 
other  things,  only  manifeft  by  its  more 
evident  effects.  Being  cought  by  a found 
body  from  the  body  of  one  affeded,  or 
from  fome  coarfer  matter,  as  a garment, 
or  houlehold  furniture,  where  it  has  by 
chance  lurked ; withoutany  manifeilchange 
in  the  folids  and  fluids  where  it  ferments 
and  fills  all  the  veffels,  and  then  by  degress 
is  excreted  by  the  pores. 
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And  as  no  effcdt  follows  it,  except  the 
flhenic  Diatbefis,  the  noxious  powers  that 
ufually  conftitute  this  Diathefis,  often 
precede  the  difeafe,  and  the  afthenic  cure 
always,  and  folely  anfwers ; confequently 
its  effect  fhould  not  in  the  lead;  differ 
from  the  difeafe  hitherto  mentioned. 
Therefore  the  difeafes  arifing  from  the 
former  are  juftly  conjoined  with  thofc,  as 
belonging  to  the  fame  fpecies. 

The  only  difference  betwixt  them  is 
this,  that  in  the  exanthematic,  the  matter 
requires  fome  time  to  be  carried  out  of  the 
body,  different  in  different  people,  confe- 
quently it  is  conveyed  out  in  a more  fpar- 
ing  or  plentiful  manner,  the  more  free  or 
obflrudted  is  the  perfpiration ; which  is 
fuppreffed,  not  by  any  fpafm  or  any  con- 
flridtion  of  cold,  but  by  the  Sthenic  Dia- 
thefis on  the  furface  of  the  body  3 as  is 
clear  from  this,  becaufe  cold,  by  its  debi- 
litating operation,  by  affording  a free  paf- 
fage  for  the  matter,  clearly  reftores  per- 
fpiration.  That  it  produces  fuch  effedts, 

not 
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not  by  removing  fpaim,  but  by  lefiening 
the  Diathefis,  has  been  demonfixated  above. 
As  the  way  for  the  offending  matter  is 
thus  let  open  by  a free  paiTage,  fo,  whatever 
part  of  it  remains  within  the  cuticle, 
acquires  a certain  acrimony,  caufes  little 
inflammations,  and  when  produced  brings 
them  on  to  fuppuration  ; which,  by  irri- 
tating the  part  affedted,  roufes  up  a Pyrexia 
and  a fymptomatic  Phlogiftie  Diathefis, 
which  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the 
Idiopathic  one. 

The  time  of  eruption  is  more  or  lefs 
certain,  becaufe  the  operation  of  ferment- 
ation, being  in  fome  meafure  certain  and 
equal,  requires  a certain  time  alfo,  to 
run  its  circuit,  to  diffufe  itlelf  over  the 
body,  and  to  reach  its  furface,  witnefs 
the  effedl.  Now,  this  is  not  certain 
exactly,  becaufe,  the  perfpiration  as  the 
vigour  varies,  neceflarily  is  more  profufe 
or  languid. 


The 
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The  pyrexia,  fymptomatic  of  eruption, 
fometimes  affumes  the  form  of  a proper 
Fever,  becaufe  the  magnitude  of  the  fti- 
rnulus,  which  the  eruption  carts  upon  the 
whole  fyftem,  begets  too  great  excitement , 
confequently  the  end  of  the  latter,  is  in - 
dire  El  debility. 
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The  HISTORY  of  the  SMALL-POX. 

rT~^HE  fmall  pox  is  an  exanthema,  on 
the  third  or  fourth  day  of  which,  and 
fometimes  later,  little  papillae  break  out 
'7ery  Imall,  which  foon  pafs  into  regular 
puftules,  containing  a fluid,  generally  on 
the  eight  day  of  the  eruption,  but  often 
later,  which  is  changed  into  pus,  af- 
terwards dried  and  falling  off  at  laft,  in 
the  form  of  lcales ; the  eruption  in  pro- 
portion to  the  magnitude  of  the  Phlogiftic 
Diathefls  is  greater,  lefs,  or  leaft  of  all. 

AH  thefe  things  juft  now  mentioned 
are  directed  by  the  laws  of  fermentation. 

I he  number  of  puftules,  correfponding  to 
the  meafure  of  the  Diathefts,  (hew  that 
contagion,  without  the  noxious  powers 
conftituting  this,  are  of  no  efficacy  to 
create  a real  morbid  ftate,  and  to  diredf 
only  the  exterior  form  of  the  difeafe. 


Vol.  II, 


O 


The 


The  HISTORY  of  the  MEASLES. 


HE  meafles  is  an  exanthema,  begin- 


ning with  a fneezing,  moifture  of 
the  eyes,  dry  cough,  and  hoarfenefs.  The 
eruption  of  which  comes  out  on  the 
fourth  day  or  later,  confifting  of  fmall 
papilla?,  very  numerous,  fcarce  appearing 
above  the  furface,  in  the  fpace  of  three 
days,  or  later,  ending  in  furfuraceous 
fcales.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  Phlogiftic 
Diatheiis,  the  difeafe  is  violent  in  pro- 
portion to  its  magnitude,  and  lighter  when 
it  is  abfent  or  lefs  evident,  neverthelefs  fo 
as  to  turn  out  Phlogiftic. 

The  fneezing,  moifture  of  the  eyes,  dry 
cough,  and  hoarfenefs  are  catarrhal  fymp- 
totns,  and  confequently  depend  on  a Phlo- 
giftic Diathefis.  Which  inafmuch  as  they 
appear,  and  are  perpetual  four  days  or 
more  before  the  eruption,  that  is  to  fay, 
before  the. matter  feems  to  touch  the  part 
affedted,  and  from  thence  the  Phlo- 
giftic Diathefis  is  to  be  fuppofed  to  fol- 
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low  after  the  noxious  powers,  which  are 
accuftomed  to  conftitute  it,  and  not  the 
morbid  matter,  in  this  cafe,  and  to  be 
neceffary  for  the  meafles.  Which,  altho’  it 
fhould  be  denied,  and  it  be  contended  that 
thefe  fymptoms  proceeded  from  fuch 
matter  : Neverthelefs  it  is  to  be  admitted 
that  it  differs  nothing  from  the  other 
Phlogiflic  difeafes,  but  to  be  equally  placed 
in  a Phlogiflic  Diathefis,  and  yield  to  an- 
tiphlogiftic  remedies ; and  becaufe  the 
matter  brings  along  with  it  the  fame 
event,  which  the  ufual  noxious  Phlogiflic 
powers  do,  thus  it  is  altogether  the  fame, 
and  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  is  allowed  to  » 
From  whence  there  is  nothing 
new  in  the  intention  of  cure,  but  what  is 
common  to  this  with  the  other  Phlogiflic 
exanthemata,  that  time  mufl  be  given  to 
the  matter  whereby  it  may  be  expelled  out 
of  the  body,  and  provifion  made  after  the 
fame  manner  for  the  perfpiration,  as  the 
Phlogiflic  Diathefis  in  other  refpeds  is 
accuftomed  to  be  treated. 

O * 
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The  eruption  admits  of  the  fame 
method  of  cure  delivered,  the  difeafe  is 
violent,  when  fuch  a Phiogifiic  Dia- 
thefis precedes  it,  but  when  this  is  llighter 
the  difeafe  is  light  alfo,  which  thing 
befides  confirms  how  the  operation  of  the 
contagion  does  not  differ  from  the  noxious 
powers  accuflomed  to  constitute  fuch  a 
piathefis. 

When  the  Diathefis  by  increafing  fup- 
preffes  perfpiration,  the  eruption  vanishes 
often  for  a time,  as  if  it  went  to  the 
interior  parts,  which  danger  is  moftly 
threatned  irf  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  and 
fihows  that  the  matter  kindles  up  a fymp- 
tomatic  inflammation,  after  the  fame  man- 
ner that  the  variolous  matter  does  on  the 
furface  of  the  body. ' Hence  often  the 
lungs  are  inflamed  with  other  vtfeera. 
Which  inflammation  is  faid  to  be  fymp- 
tomatic,  tecaufe  the  acrimony  does  not 
depend  after  the  manner  of  the  Idiopathic, 
on  the  common  Diathefis  but  of  the  mat- 
ter, one  time  attacking  one  part,  and  one 

time 
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time  another , the  effedt  of  which  excites 
alfo  a fymptomatic  pyrexia,  which  is  to 
be  diftinguifhed  from  the  Idiopathic . 


The  H I S T O R Y of  the  SEVER  E 
ERYSIPELAS. 

rT^HE  Eryfipelas  is  a phlegmafia  always 
■*'  beginning  with  a pyrexia  attended 
with  an  inflammation.  Which  when 
feated  in  any  external  part  of  the  body, 
often  in  the  face,  fometimes  in  the  neck, 
is  red  of  an  irregular  margin,  fwelling  a 
little,  fpreading  and  as  it  were  burning. 

There  is  a property  peculiar  to  this  in- 
flammation, which  is  different  from  the 
other  common  fthenics  which  name  has 
been  given  to  all  thofe  depending  on  the 
ffhenic  Diathefls  to  diftinguifh  them  the 
better  from  the  others,  viz.  this  property 
is  to  occupy  the  mucous  fyfteiru  Why 

that 
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that  fhould  happen,  it  is  of  no  importance, 
fince  this  does  not  differ  from  the  other 
phlegmafia2j  neither  in  the  operation  of 
the  noxious  exciting  powers,  nor  in  the 
operation  of  the  remedies. 

i 

The  caufe  of  the  rednefs,  of  the  in- 
flated parts,  is  the  fuperabundance  of 
blood  in  the  inflamed  veflels ; for  the 
queftion,  of  the  more  or  lefs  red  inflam- 
mation, as  it  touches  not  the  nature  of  ‘ 
the  diforder,  is  of  no  confequence  here. 
The  place  inflamed  fwells  lefs,  becaufe 
there  is  a free  fpace  between  the  cuticle 
and  the  fkin,  by  which  means  the  fluid 
concerned  is  diffufed.  This  is  the  caufe 
of  the  fpreading  of  the  inflammation,  and 
irregularity  of  the  margin.  The  burning 
fenfation  arifes  from  acrimony  brought  on 
by  flagnation. 

Th  is  inflammation  is  not  more  danger- 
ous in  the  face,  than  in  any  other  place, 
except  in  a great  Diathelis,  on  which  it 
depends,  caufing  the  inflammation  to  be 

great 
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great  in  proportion.  In  which  cafe 
whatever  part  is  inflamed,  the  diforder  is 
to  be  judged  ©I&  from  the  great  Diathefis, 
but  flill  morefo  from  an  inflamed  face,  if 
attended  with  great  inward  difturbances. 

When  fuch  a fthenic  Diathefis,  and  its 
dependant,  an  affedtion  of  the  head,  takes 
place,  no  diforder  is  more  dangerous, 
none  more  rapid,  nor  fooner  bring  on  a 
dilfolution.  On  the  contrary  in  a mild 
Diathefis,  no  difeafe  is  lefs  dangerous. 


The  HISTORY  of  the  RHEUMATISM. 

T)  HEUMATISM  is  a phlegmafia,  tak- 
**“  *■  ing  place  in  a temperament  inclin- 
ing to  the  fanguineous,  in  confequence  of 
heat  fucceeding  the  application  of  cold, 
or  fo  alternating  with  it,  as  to  Simulate 
with  greater  power,  attended  with  a pain 
near  the  joints,  efpecially  of  the  larger 

ones. 
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ones,  and  correfponding  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  Diathefis.  In  which  the  in- 
flammation  always  following  the  pyrexia. 

A fanguine  temperament,  confifts  in 
that  ftate  wherein  fenfibility,  and  the 
powers  of  body  and  mind,  are  eafier  ex- 
cited by  a given  quantity  of  flimulus, 
than  in  any  other,  which  depends  on  ac- 
cumulated excitability.  Hence  all  the  o- 
ther  conditions  being  the  fame,  younger 
perfons,  the  fum  of  whofe  original  ex- 
citability has  been  lefs  exhaufted  than  that 
of  old  people,  po  defies  this  temperament 
in  a more  exquifite  degree,  but  as  any  tem- 
perament is  feldom  unmixed,  fo  this 
is  feldom  pure  in  a rheumatifm.  This 
is  confirmed  by  the  application  of  Si- 
mulating powers,  in  the  higheft  degree, 
conflituting  this  difeafe  by  a Phlogifiic 
Diathefis,  in  a perfon  of  any  tempera- 
ment: And  the  more  fo,  becaufe  when- 
ever this  temperament  is  unmixed,  as  is 
the  cafe  in  the  hyfteria  and  phthifis  pul- 
monalis : the  difeafe  arifing  thence  from 

liimulating 
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Simulating  powers,  inclines  to  debility 
rather  than  ftrength  : and  alfo  the  rheu- 
matifm  never  happens  to  people  that  do 
not  poflels  this  temperament,  without  vio- 
lent ftimulants,  which  neceffarily  bring 
on  other  Phlogiftic  difeafes,  but  never 
rbeumatifm . • 

External  temperature  proves  hurtful, 
after  the  lame  manner  in  this  cafe,  as  has 
been  explained  in  page  24,  Vol.II.  and  27. 

The  pain  is  violent  in  the  places  men- 
tioned, becaufe  the  inflammation,  or  the 
more  increafed  part  of  the  general  Dia- 
thefis  afFeds  thefe  parts  more  efpecially. 
And  thus  happens  on  this  account,  be- 
caufe the  temperature  mentioned,  which 
is  the  moft  powerful  of  all  the  noxious 
powers,  is  direded  only  to  that  part.  In- 
flammation is  not  tranfmitted  to  the  in- 
terior parts,  becaule  the  lame  noxious 
power  does  not  ad  on  the  interior  in  the 
fame  manner,  thefe  parts  maintaining 
mofl:  commonly  an  equible  temperature, 
Vol.  II,  P inde*. 
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independent  of  all  external  changes.  Cold, 
as  is  the  general  opinion,  does  not  do 
hurt  here  by  aftridtion,  becaufe  the  dis- 
order rages  moftly  after  the  application  of 
heat,  whofe  operation  is  oppofite  to  that 
of  aftridtion,  which  is  confirmed  by  the 
noxious  effedts,  which  always  follow  Si- 
mulating food  i and  alfo  by  the  utility  of 
abftinence  in  this  difeafe;  which  alfo  refutes 
the  errour  that  attributes  more  harm 
to  temperature,  than  it  really  affedts,  and 
and  more  advantage  to  fweat,  than  it  really 
does  ; as  if  all  the  other  noxious  powers 
were  of  no  fignification  ; and  as  if  the  other 
remedies  were  of  the  fame.  In  this,  as 
well  as  in  all  other  Phlegmafia,  the  gene- 
ral Phlogiftic  Diathefis  alone  conftitutes 
the  difeafe,  and  the  folution  of  this  Dia- 
thefis alone  conftitutes  health,  which  is 
Very  clearly  proved  by  the  inflammation 
in  this  difeafe,  which  exift  very  often 
Angle,  and  in  both  cafes  have  nothing 
common  with  the  Phlogiftic  Diathefis,  in 
which  ail  the  diforder  is  centered.  We 
fhould  remember  that  thefe  arc  local  af- 
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fedtions,  or  belong  to  a general  difeafe  of 
a dilierent  nature. the  rheumatalgia, 
which  fhall  be  JwwSl^confidered. 

Why  the  larger  joints  are  affedted  in 
Vi's  difeafe,  and  the  fmaller  in  the  gout, 
i flia«l  endeavour  to  explain  when  I come 
to. treat  of  that  difeafe. 

The  rheumatalgia,  which  is  an  afthenic 
affection,  is  not  to  be  confounded,  as  has 
always  been  the  cafe  till  now,  with  rheu- 
matifm,  which  is  a Phlogiftic  difeafe. 


The-  E R Y S I P E- L A S 
Of  the  Milder  Kind. 

THE  definition,  as  well  as  the  expli- 
cation given  above  of  the  fevere 
Eryfipelas  will  fufficp  to  explain  the  mild 
one ; yet  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  let  us 
underftand  that  both  from  the  noxious 
antecedent  powers,  as  well  as  from  the 
P 2 fy mptoms 
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fymptoms  and  the  whole  caufe,  this 

latter  is  much  more  lenient  than  the 

r\  .■  V 

former,  as  alfo  theK-diford.e'r  in  the  firil 
place,  is  not  fo  fevere. 

It  does  not  often  fo  much  follow  the 
cynanche  fthenica,  commonly  called 
cynanche  ton fi  1 laris,  as  it  attends  it  when 
not  yet  ended.  It  often  happens  alone, 
without  the  latter  arifing  from  a fimilar 
nnidnefs  cf  the  noxious  powers,  and  is 
attended  with  a lefs-  degree  of  fymptoms 
during  the  whole  courfe. 


Even  from  the  fame  powers  in  men  in 
the  fame  Hate  of  the  noxious  powers,  at 
one  time  the  eryfipelas,  at  another  the 

tHr*  ♦ 

cynanche,  fehiafr  the  catarrh  arifes  without 
any  diftindtion,  and  thefe  fame  are  cured 
by  the  lenient  afthenic  method  of  cure. 
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The  HISTORY  of  the 

CYNANCHE  TONSILARIS. 
* 

rIr  'HE  Cynanche  Tonfilaris  is  a phleg- 
mafia,  wherein  the  inflammation 
attacks  the  tauces  particularly  the  tonjils, 
but  never  goes  before,  but  always  follows 
a pyrexia.  Thefe  inflamed  parts  are 
tu^aid  and  ied,  the  pain  is  always  increaf- 
ed  in  fwallowing,  particularly  fluids.  The 
cauie  has  been  afljgned,  why  inflammation 
attacks  the  place  here  mentioned.  Which 
when  it  once  happens,  the  fame  places  are 
in  danger  of  being  affefted  with  it,  often 
becaufe  its  feat  being  prominent,  and  not 
covered,  are  exp*fed  to  the  mofl:  power- 
ful ot  the  noxious  caufes,  and  the  veflels 
once  di (tended  with  inflammation,  and 
relaxed  afterwards,  admit/  of  an  accumu- 
lation very  eaflly  in  every  violent  impetus 
of  the  blood. 

As  after  the  manner  of  other  phle?- 
tnalia,  the  inflammation  never  precedes 
the  pyrexia,  for  the  reafons  mentioned, 
in  page  83,  Vol.  II.  $’ 
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So  if  it  fbould  appear  to  an  unexperien- 
ced perfon  to  go  before  it.  The  reafon  of 
this  is,  the  general  inflammation  being 
often  repeated,  and  leaving  its  noxious 
efFedc  always  in  the  fame  place.  It  by 
degrees  .degenerates  into  a local  affcdtion, 
which  thing  cannot  happen  without  a 
Phlogiflic  Diathefls,  and  without  a cy- 
nancbe  following,  but  conjoined  by  cl>ai*ce 
\vith  the  former,  it  may  fomtirne/precede 
the  latter,  but  in  both  cafes  it  is  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  a general  one,  by  any 
man  that  wifhes  to  guard  again/!  a per- 
nicious errour  in  the  method  of  cure. 
The  fame  affedtion  in  an  allhenic  habit, 
cither  fucceeding.  a general  affedtion,  or 
otherwife  becoming  now  a fecond  time 
general^  is  to  be  referred  to  a dileafe  of 
the  other  fpecies,  hereafter  to  be  mention- 
ed. 

If  you  can  explain  the  caufe  why  the 
pain  is  exafperated  in  fwal lowing  fluids, 
do  fo,  but  if  you  cannot,  it  does  not  mat- 
ter much. 


The 
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The  cynanche  cefophagea  is  here  omit- 
£ed,  becaufe  the  diforder  is  very  rare,  and 
whenever  it  is  a general  affection,  admits 
of  the  fame  explanation  and  .met  trod  of 
cure  that  the  cynanche  ton  filar  is  does. 
Nor  does  it  differ,  only  that  the  inflam- 
mation is  higher,  and  fome  rednefs  only 
appears  ; but  bccaufe  we  ought  to  fufpedt 
that  the  affection  is  local,  as  when  the 
cefophagia  happens  to  be  eroded,  or  as  if 
it  were  burned  by  any  acrid  ftimulus, 
consequently  look  to  the  diffindtions 
made  before,  in  page  95,  &c.  in  Vol.  I. 

and  diftinguifh  them  in  order  to  affedt  a 
cure. 

A difeafe  which  very  feldom  occurs, 
but  fometimes  may  be  feen  in  certaiii 
countries,  but  never  at  all  in  others, 
is  called  the  croup  in  which  the 
refpiration  is  affedted,  the  infpired  air 
makes  a rattling  noife,  a hoarfenefs  takes 
place,  this  cough  has  a peculiar  and 
clangent  noife,  and  the  inflammation,  or 
tumor  is  fcarce  viiible,  this  difeafe  attacks 


infants  and  thofe  of  tender  age,  all  the 
other  accounts  of  it,  admit  of  doubt, 
which  difeafe,  which  I have  not  fcen  my- 
felf^  /'•Ftom  this  the  following  opinion  of 
it  v/hen  it  occurs  to  you  in  practice,  as  a 
Phlogiflic  Diathefis  fuch  as  is  required  to 
conftitute  a difeafe  of  any  great  magni- 
tude, becaufe  fuch  a Diathefis  requires  a 
great  excitement , it  takes  place  lefs  in  in- 
fancy, or  old  age,  in  the  former  the  mag- 
nitude of  excitability , in  the  latter,  the 
final  In  efs  of  it  not  at  all  admitting  of  a 
great  (tffedf  of  the  exciting  powers,  or 
force  of  excitement ; but  neverthelefs  nei- 
ther of  the  two  flates  can  be  faid  to  be 
totally  exempted  from  fuch  excitement.  In 
infancy  the  magnitude  of  the  excitability 
makes  amends  for  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fti- 
mulus  in  old  age ; the  magnitude  of  the 
ftimulus,  on  the  contrary,  fupplying  the 
defedt  of  the  excitability , which  may  be 
futlicient  to  caufe  a Phlogiftic  Diathefis, 
not  very  continued,  but  however  of  fome 
magnitude,  fo  as  to  amount  to  a difeafe. 
By  this  means  children  experience  a won- 
' derful 
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derful  viciffitude  of  excitement  in  the 
fhorteft  fpace  of  time  : to-day  they  fhew 
all  figns  of  extreme  debility , and  to-mor« 
row  every  fymptom  of  vigour,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  operation  of  the  ftimulus 
being  eafily  raifed  to  the  higheft  degree,  by 
reafon  of  the  magnitude  of  the  excitability , 
and  which  foon  changes  to  the  loweft, 
on  account  of  the,  fmallnefs  of  the  fti- 
mulus ; hence,  whenever  children  are 
attacked  with  a Phlogiftic  difeafe,  that 
becomes  of  fhort  duration,  acute,  and 
eafy  of  folution,  nor  is  amafthenic  difeafe 
in  them  more  difficult  to  be  removed, 
provided  there  be  no  local  affedtion  in  the 
cafe,  and  a proper  method  of  treatment 
applied. 

The  Indications  of  the  former  fpecies 
of  difeafe  in  infants  conlift  in  very  great 
frequency  of  pulfe,  if  compared  to  the 
Phlogiftic  pulfes  of  grown  up  people, 
and  more  frequent  than  their  own  pulfes, 
when  in  health,  fenflbly  ftriking  the 
phyfician’s  finger. 

Vo L.  II.  Q 
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The  belly,  in  the  beginning  of  the  dif- 
eafe  is  bound  ; as  the  difeafe  advances  it 
becomes  loofer,  attended  with  a dry  fkin, 
heat,  thirfb,  reftleffnefs,  ftrong  cry- 
ing, &c.  The  fyrnptoms  of  the  contrary 
fpecies  of  difeafe  are  innumerable  pulfes 
very  fmall,  imperceptible  and  foftly  im- 
preffing  the  finger,  as  fnow  falls,  a loofe 
belly,  with  green  ftools  very  abundant, 
frequent  vomiting,  dry  fkin,  a heat  greater 
than  natural,  different  in  different  parts  of 
the  body,  interrupted  fleep,  never  refresh- 
ing; the  fcreaming  feeble  and  mournful. 
Befides  the  ufual  noxious  powers^ ^undi- 
luted milk,  or  food  prepared  from  animal 
matter,'  too  large  aufe  of  opium,  or  ftrong 
drink  after  cold  and  moiflure,  and  con- 
fequently  more  debilitating . Too  great 

heat,  ftrong  fimple  folids  precede  the 
former  Diathefis.  Together  with  the  well 
known  noxious  powers,  the  milk  of  a 
feeble  morbid  nurfe,  food  prepared  fronj 
vegetable  aliment,  and  mixed  with  fugar 
or  water,  and  watery  drinks ; the  practice 
of  purging  up  or  downward,  by  any  me- 
dicines, 
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dicines,  or  even  by  magneha,  given  in 
order  to  abforb  acids,  cold  not  followed 
by  heat  and  weak  fimple  folids,  precede 
the  latter  Diathefis. 

Confider  which  of  thefe  two  kinds  of 
fymptoms  precede  or  attend  a cynanche 
trachealis,  and  whether  its  pyrexia-  be 
Phlogiftic  or  afthenic  ; weigh  well  .the 
different  opinions  which  different  people 
have  given  on  this.  Sufpeft  their  rea- 
fonings  very  much,  but  fufpe&  their  faffs 
more.  Guard  againft  the  oflentation,  vani- 
ty, and  rafhnefs  of  the  younger  phyficians, 
and  the  obftinacy  of  the  older,  hardened 
by  age  and  by  practice,  which  can  be 
forced  by  no  reafon,  by  no  truth,  however’ 
weighty;  fcarce  by  money  itfelf.  And 
guard  againlf  a mind  fettered  by  prejudice ; 
remember  in  the  inftance  of  the  Alexi- 
fharmic  phyficians,  that  all  thofe 
or  a century  were  in  errour  except 
one/*  and  confider  whether  the  prefent 
race  of  phyficians,  who  follow  the  doc- 
trines of  the  fchools,  are  more  in  the 

Q-2  right 

* Sydenham. 
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right,  and  do  not  err  in  the  other  extreme, 
and  do  as  much  harm  in  Fevers  and  dif- 
eafes  of  pure  debility , as  the  former  did  in 
Phlogiftic  difeafes,  and  fcatter  dcftrudtion 
far  and  wide  thro’  all  mankind.  Thus 
being  guarded  from  errour,  confider  the 
methods  of  cure  in  this  difeafe,  which 
have  been  made  public.  If  by  thefe,  or  by 
any  experiments  made  by  yourfelf,  you 
difeover  that  venefedlion  and  purging,  or 
what,  on  the  contrary,  are  called 
tijpajmodics ; that  is  to  fay,  ftimulants 
anfwered,  you  may  be  allured  that  in 
the  former  cafe,  the  difeafe  is  Phlogiftic, 
and  in  the  latter  afthenic,  and  the  more 
certain  you  may  be,  if  you  obferve  the 
noxious  exciting  powers,  or  the  fymptoms 
already  mentioned,  to  agree  at  the  fame 
time. 
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The  HISTQRY  of  the 
SIMPLE  SYNOCHA. 

A Simple  Synoeha  is  the  fame  difeafe 
with  the  fynocha  Phrerietica  if  you 
take  away  the  affection,  or  increafed  ex- 
citement of  the  head. 


The  HISTORY  of  CATARRH. 

/^ATARRH  is  a Plegmafia,  (page  89, 
^ Vol.  II.  wherein  befides  the  general 
fy mptoms  a cough  takes  place,  hoarfenefs 
and  an  increafed  excretion  of  the  note, 
fauces,  and  bronchia,  firft  fuppreteed  af- 
terwards a little  increafed,  and  at  late 
very  much  augmented,  arifing  from  the 
noxious  teimulating  powers,  often  from 
heat  alone,  (page  90  and  91,  Vol.  II. 
particularly  after  the  application  of  cold, 
which  may  be  removed  by  dcbilitant 4 often 
by  cold,  taking  care  that  heat  is  not  ap- 
plied after  it. 


The- 
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The  explication  of  the  cough,  is  the 
fame  as  has  been  delivered,  page  95, 
Vol.  II.  Which  is  more  free,  becaufe  it 
exafperates  and  irritates  no  neighbouring 
part,  highly  inflamed,  &c. 

You  may  know  from  this,  that  the 
hoarfenefs  arifes  from  the  fuppreflion  of 
the  vapour,  which  inhales  into  the 
bronchia,  becaufe  it  continues  very  long, 
often  almolh  without  being  attended  with 
expectoration,  &c.  or  at  leaf!  when  thefe 
continue  moderate,  the  Phiogiflic  Dia- 
thefis  continuing  in  vigour,  and  when  this 
Diathefis  relaxes  a little,  and  the  fpitting 
and  coughing  becoming  more  free,  the 
hoarfenefs  relaxes  or  fubiides.  That  this  is 
effected  by  fuch  a firm  ulus,  as  produces  a 
Phiogiflic  Diathefis,  is  proved  by  exertion 
of  fpeaking,  caufing  a temporary  hoarfenefs 
by  filence,  removing  this  hoarfenefs,  2nd 
the  ufe  of  cold  water  allaying  it. 

It  proceeds  from  fuppreffed  excretion 
of  the  mucus  and  exhalable  fluids,  as 

mentioned. 
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mentioned,  in  page  94,  V ol.  II.  and  ad- 
mits of  the  fame  exulanation  as  there  de- 

i 

livered. 

♦ / 

It  appears  from  this,  that  ftimulants 

caufe  a Catarrh,  becaufe  heat  alone,  ftrong 
drink,  moderate  exercife,  certainly  excite 
it,  and  cold  air,  and  the  ufe  of  cold  water, 
low  d et  and  reft  certainly  and  effectually 
remove  it.  To  fuppofe  then  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  cold  alone,  and  is  to  be  remov- 
ed by  heat,  is  a great  miftake. 

, On  the  other  hand,  cold  never  does 
harm,  except  when  it  is  fuceeded  by  the 
action  of  heat  as  proved  before,  in  page  z\-. 
Vo l.  II. 

The  Catarrh,  which  happens  fo  often  in 
fummer,  where  its  caufe  cannot  be  im- 
puted to  cold  in  one  cafe,  out  of  f x-hun- 
dred  can  be  explained  from  heat,  is  never 
contagious  very  often,  general  and  requi- 
ring the  application  of  cold  for  its  cure  ; 
not  at  all  fuccecding  cold,  hut  forthwith 

« 

fucceeding 
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fucceeding  heat,  fadts  well  known  to  old 
women,  arid  to  the  commoneft  mecha- 
nics, in  like  manner  to  bleer-eyed 
people,  and  to  barbers,  I fay,  thefe  fadts 
are  known  to  them,  but  unknown  to 
medical  writers,  and  medical  'Teachers 
which  confirms  the  fame  obfervation. 

How  far  many  difeafes  which  have 
been,  and  are  counted  as  phlegmaiia  may 
have  a Phlogiftic  Diathelis  accidentally 
conjoined  with  them,  of  this,  we  muft 
judge  from  the  dodtrine  already  delivered. 
And  how  far  they  are  diftant  from  the 
fame,  and  are  to  be  conlidered  as  local 
difeafes  in  every  refpedt,  is  to  be  referred 
to  another  part  of  this  work. 


The 
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The  HISTORY  of  the  SCARLET 
FEVER. 

r | HE  Scarlatina  is  an  exanthema,  about 
the  fourth  day  of  which,  or  later, 
the  face  is  fomewhat  tumefied  at  the  fame 
time,  and  the  fkin  every  where  efflorefces, 
and  afterwards  is  difcriminated  by  large 
fpots  that  afterwards  coalefce  and  pafs 
in  about  three  days  time,  into  fcales  like 
dander.  Which  proceed  noi-'  but  after  a 
Pblogiftic  Diathefis  brought  about  from 
fome  other  caufe,  which  brings  on  a 
contrary  difeafe,  afterwards  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

* i \ 

f 

The  eruption  coming  on  at  a certain 
feafon,  and  continuing  for  fome  time,  is 
to  be  attributed  to  fermentation,  requiring 
after  the  fame  manner  a certain  period, 
different  in  different  difeafes,  as  has  been 
explained. 

The  tumidnefs  of  the  countenance  de- 
pends on  a higher  degree  of  Phlogiflic 
Vol.  II.  R Diathefis 
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Diathefis  in  that  part  than  in  any  other 
equal  part,  with  the  contagious  matter 
now  coming  to  the  fidn.  Over  and  above 
the  noxious  powers  that  are  accuftomed 
to  conftitute  that,  I fay  is  fuppofed  to 
increafe. 

This  matter  alone  creates  nothing  of 
the  morbid  (late,  and  only  gives  the  ex- 
terior and  exanthematic  appearance  of  the 
difeafe,  and  follows  the  nature  of  the  Dia- 
thefis, whether  it  be  afthenic  or  Phlo- 
giftic.  Hence,  after  its  application  to 
the  body,  a difeafe,  one  time  Phlogiftic, 
fuch  as  has  been  defined,  another  time 
afthenic  arifes,  which  is  to  t 
in  its  own  place  afterwards: 
conciles  both  the  different  explications, 
as  well  as  cures  of  different  writers,  main- 
taining different  opinions,,  and  contending 
diametrically  againft  each  other. 


entioned 
re- 
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HE  definition  of  the  mild  pox,  is 


the  fame  as  that  of  the  fevere,  except 
that  in  the  mild  kind,  the  puftules  are 
very  few,  never  exceeding  one  or  two 
hundred  in  number,  -pefhapti-on» 


The  number  of  puftules  and  the  erup- 
tion attached  to  them,  is  not  caufed  by 
the  nature  of  the  contagious  matter,  nor 
is  it  redundancy,  but  by  the  fthenic  Dia- 
thefis,  as  much  as  it  is  roufed  by  the 
fthenic  noxious  powers,  of  which  the 
matter  does  not  participate.  If  therefore 
that  Diathefis,  and  particularly  in  the 
furface  yof  .the  body,  be  guarded  againft, 
and  ^wticdwrlfy  on  the  furface  of  the 
fame,  the  eruption  will  feldom  be  danger- 
ous. 

As  the  contagious  matter  contributes 
very  little  to  the  fthenic  Diathefis,  for  the 


-r\n  4-umla- 
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reafons 
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reafons  mentioned  above,  fo  it  notwith- 
ftanding  contributes  fomething;  which  is 
proved  by  the  frequent  eruption  enfuing 
and  increafing,  where  the  Diathefis,  after 
the  admittance  of  the  contagion,  is  not 
increafed  by  the  common  noxious  powers. 

Confequentlyj  while  the  excitement  is 
to  be  reduced  below  that  which  is  fuitable 
to  found  health,  yet  there  are  certain 
limits,  beyond  which  we  muft  not  pro*- 
ceed  by  debilitating . 

For,  where  the  fthenic  Diathefis  is 
very  much  reduced,  the  excitement  is  too 
much  diminilhed,  the  eruption  becomes 
very  red,  extended  over  the  whole  fyftem, 
and  from  a fpotted  one  falls  off  always  in- 
to a confluent  eruption,  unlefs  it  be  cured 

by  a ftimulating  method,  it  will  be  per- 

* ^ 

nic^ous,  and  is  intirely  unlike  the  ferupti- 
on  of  the  pox. 
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The  HISTORY  of  the 

MILD  MEASLES. 

THE  definition  of  the  mild  mealies,  is 
the  fame  as  that  of  the  fevere  kind, 
to  which,  whateverv/as  been  faid  of  the 
mild  pox  may  be  applied,  if  immediately 
on  the  commencement  of  the  Catarrhal 
fymptoms,  the  fihenic  Diathefis  is  dif- 
folved,  no  inconvenience  proceeds  Irom 
their  number,  and  the  diforder  proceeds 
in  as  mild  a manner,  as  even  the  mild 
pox,  when  treated  after  the  fame  manner. 

The  Catarrhal  fymptoms  are  of  the 
fame  nature  as  in  a Catarrh,  and  admit 
of  the  fame  cure,  viz.  the  afthenic  one. 

The  Catarrh,  and  the  fimple  fynocha, 
are  void  of  a proper  inflammation,  whether 
common  or  local.  7 he  Scarlatina,  pox 
and  meafles,  (when  thefe  two  latter  are  of 
the  milder  kind)  are  deftitute  of  common 
inflammation,  and  Ihew  the  local  one  on 
the  lurface,  which  is  of  no  confequence. 


HISTORY 
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HISTORY  of  PHLOGISTIC 
A PYRE  XI  A. 

PHLOGISTIC  Apyrexia  proceeds  from 
too  great  a Phlogiftic  Diathefis  af- 
fecting the  veflels,  but  fome  particular 
part  more  remarkably;  particular  examples 
of  this  are,  mania,  pervigilium,  and  obefity» 


The  HISTORY  of  MANIA. 

MANIA  is  a Phlogiftic  Apyrexia, 
wherein  the  mind  (difturbed)  con- 
ceives falfe  images  of  all  things. 

As  far  as  mania  does  not  arife  from  an 
injury  of  the  matter  of  the  brain,  which 
local  cafe  fometimes  happens,  too  great 
exercife  of  the  mind,  or  the  power  of  the 
affections  violently  exciting,  chiefly  ex- 
cite it ; which,  neverthelefs,  adt  as  more 

, efpecially 
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efpecially  on  the  brain,  fo  on  the  whole 
body  too,  more  or  lefs,  though  a pyrexia 
Ihould  not  follow ; becaufe,  the  method 
of  cure  debilitating  the  whole  fyftem,  and 
other  itimuli,  not  by  attacking  the  brain 
immediately,  but  exciting  the  fame  dif- 
eale  : the  moil  powerful  of  which  Aimuli 
are.fpirituous  liquors  or  wine,  anti  perhaps 
forne  things  taken  into  the  ilomach,  and 
acting  the?&  firft.  Of  the  other  PhlogifHc 
noxipus  powers,  others  alone  bring  on  a 
mania  lefs  ; but  neverthelefs,  by  ilimu- 
lating,  increafe  the  force  of  the  noxious 
powers,  which  the  effect  of  the  fame,  re- 
moved by  the  cure  proves.  If  at  any  time 
poifons  Ihould  create  Mania,  the  matter  of 
any  folid  part  remaining  unhurt,  the  ope- 
ration of  them  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame 
as  of  the  other  common  ilimuknt  powers, 
the  effect  is  to  be  judged  the  fame,  and 
the  Idiopathic  difeafe  is  to  be  fuppofed  alfo 
the  fame.  Which  very  things,  if  they  ad 
contrary,  by  deflroying  the  texture  cf  the 
part,  are  to  be  counted  as  the  origin  of  a 
local  difeafe. 


In 
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In  the  mania,  the  heart  and  arteries  are 
moved  lefs,  becaufe  food,  which  is  the 
chief  noxious  power  flimulating  the 
veifels,  is  accuftomed  to  approach  lefs  to 
the  number  of  noxious  powers/that 
which  is  added  to  the  reft  proves  noxious, 
appears  from  this ; that  abftinence  is 
found  of  the  greateft  utility  among  .the 
other  remedies.  From  what  has  been 
faid,  it  is  evident  that  rhania  is  not  a local 
but  a general  affedtion. 


. N 

PERVIGILIUM 

IS  a Phlogiftic  Apyrexia,  in  which  there 
is  either  no  deep,  or  an  unfound  one, 
in  which  the  patient  is  troubled  with  falfe 
perceptions. 

The  fame  noxious  powers  excite  deep, 
which  excite  mania,  but  lefs  in  degree ; 
which  too  much  thought,  commotion,  or 

perturbation 
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perturbation  of  mind  manifestly  con<- 
lfitute.  That  degree  of  thought,  which 
affe&s  this,  is  not  of  very  great  magniiude 
which  would  affect . it  by  continuing 
the  excitability , and  bring  on  profound 
deep  in  time;  or  would  drive  away  this 
by  means  of  indirect  debilityt  which  is 
foreign  from  this  place.  The  meafure  of 
the  perturbation  of  mind,  as  far  as  it  ex 
cites  this  difeafe,  is  the  fame;  too  much 
of  which  intirely  ends  at  lad  either  in 
deep,  or  produces  that  degree  of  watch- 
fulnefs,  which  contains  indirect  debility 
as  a caufe;  nor  does  the  Simple  operation  of 
thefe  effefls  of  mind  and  body,  happening 
feldom,  prove  equal  to  the  effedt.  Which 
would  be  thus  lighter  or  thurter,  than 
to  deferve  the  name  of  a difeafe.  Should 
the  irritation  return  or  opprefs  the  brain 
greatly,  it  consequently  would  leave  a 
noxious  power,  which  would  create  a 
more  remarkable  difeafe.  The  dehre  of 
great  things  by  this  means,  when  danger 
is  conjoined,  the  impetus  of  revenging  vio- 

Vol,  II.  S lent 
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lent  injury,  the  hcrrour  of  revenge  com- 
pleated,  the  fear  of  future  atonements,  are 
lhewn  to  move  the  excited  mind,  by  the 
examples  of  Catiline , Orejles , and  Francis 
Spira , &c.  Therefore,  asoften  as  the  mind 
is  excited  by  images  or  affedions,  as  after 
a certain  continuance  of  thefe  and  other 
ftimuli  it  cannot  reft  and  be  compofed  to 
found  fleep,  fo  often  the  difeafe  in  queftion 
is  judged  to  be  conftituted. 

Which  difeafe,  as  the  noxious  powers 
mentioned  in  page  138  Vol.  II. do  not 

alone  conftitute  it;  for,  as  afterwards 
will  appear,  when  the  powers  contributing 

to  pervigilium,  which  ad:  chiefly  by  debi- 
litating, in  the  end,  will  be  treated  of, 
and  confequently  will  be  found  under  the 
other  fpecies  of  difeafes.  I fay,  thofe 
powers  will  be  found  to  be  ranked  amongft 
the  other  things  which  tend  to  prevent 
fleep.  The  operation  of  the  latter  powers 
being  contrary  to  the  operation  of  thefe 
which  procure  fuch ; being  lefs  in  degree 
than  thofe  that  quickly  wear  out  the  exci- 
tability* 


Thus 
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Thus  the  remifiion  of  ufual  exercife, 
watery  inftead  of  ftrong  drink,  no  ban- 
queuing  beyond  the  ufual  courfe,  whereby 
the  ftimulus  of  food  is  hindered  to  pro- 
eve,!  to  that  extremity  wherein  indirect 
debility  favouring  lleep  happens,  and  cold, 
which  adts  in  like  manner,  by  hindering 
etherwife  the  fum  of  the  ftimulus  to 
exceed  bounds.  All  thefe  things  create 
watchfulnefs,  or  a ftate  bordering  on  fleep, 
whether  alone  or  more  efpecially  added  to 
the  proper  ftimuli  of  the  brain.  When 
the  powers  actively  {Emulating  (page  139, 
Vol,  II.)  by  this  means,  neftpart  of  the 
fum  of  the  ftimulus  being  diminiftied, 
create  a pervigilium ; hence  the  caufe 
of.  the  Phlogiftic  fpecies  of  other  difeafes 
.page  27,  Vol.  IE  is  the  fame.  _With 
this  the  ftate  of  the  body  is  faid  to  be 
the  fame  in  both  wherein  any  difeafe  is 
lituated,  nor  are  any  other  noxious  powers 
underftood,  but  altogether  the  fame,  to 
proceed  by  the  proportion  of  the  magni- 
tude only  varying  in  degree  which  happens 
often  in  other  Phlogiftic  difeafes. 

S 2 


Which 
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Which  circumftance  is  alfo  difcovered 
from  the  ftate  of  the  functions,  from 
which,  altho’  thefe  diforders  may  be  faid 
to  belong  to  apyrexia,  neverthelefs  the 
puifation  of  the  arteries  are  not  altogether 
free  from  the  difeafe.  On  the  contrary 
they  are  more  powerful  than  in  health,  or 
what  takes  place  in  Phlogiftic  difeales,  and 
the  fbte  of  excitement  is  in  proportion  to 
that  of  vigour  and  the  fhte  of  the  other 
actions,  and  except  in  fuch  as  labour  under 
an  aff-tt'on  of  the  brain  is  the  fame, 
which  generally  is  the  cafe  in  the  milder 
Phlo'giftic  or  predifpofition  to 

thefe  ; but  if  the  brain  in  this  cafe  is 
more  aff.cted  than  other  parted  of  the 
body,  as  in  mania,  that  circumftance 
lm  nothing  unufual  in  it,  inafmuch  as  it 
muitoe  invariable, A.That  a certain  part 
is  more  particularly  affedled  in  thefe  dif- 
eafes  and  predifpofition  to  them  than  in 
any  other  equal  part  has  been  before, 
fully  proved,  6cc. 


r/:e 
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The  HISTORY  fl/OBESLT  Y. 

OPESITY  is  a fthenic  apyrexia,  in 
which  from  found  health  by  high 
Jiving,  particularly  on  flefh  meat,  as  alio 
From  a quiet  kind  of  life,  the  quantity  of 
fat  increafes  fo  as  to  incommode  our  ac- 
tions. 

That  obefity  thus  defined  is  a difeafe 
and  even  a fthenic  one,  is  clearly  demon- 
strated by  the  definition  of  a difeafe,  page 
6;,  Vol.  I.  and  by  tlje  certain  indications 
of  the  fthenic  Diathefis,  delire  of  food, 
ftrong  adtion  of  the  ftoma.ch  joined  to  the 
Strength  of  the  other  powers. 

And  as  in  this  difeafe  the  Stimulus  of 
the  exciting  powers,  rules'  the  excite- 
ment above  what  is  proper  for  found 
health,  to  that  in  which  the  fthenic 
Diathefis  confifts,  without  which  that 
great  force  of  the  ftomach  and  the  organs 
which  pioduce  both  chyle  and  blood, 

could 
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could  not  exift;  fo  it  is  common  to  this 
with  the  other  diforders  of  the  fthenic 
apyrexia,  viz.  that  the  fum  of  all  the 
ftimuli  fhould  afcend  much  lefs,  than  in 
the  other  difeafes  of  the  fame  fpecies,  viz. 
with  a pyrexia,  and.  an  inflammation, 
never  to  an  extreme  degree  of  magnitude, 
whence  indirect  debility  takes  its  origin  ; 
and  indeed  there  is  not  as  much  as  would 
fuffite  to  roufe  the  heart  and  veffeis  to  any 
fuch  a height. 

To  all  which  notwithflanding  it  hap- 
pens that  thefe  and  all  the  other  actions 
arife  fome  little  above  the  degree  of  thofe 
that  are  attendant  on  health,  and  very 
much  above  the  afthenic  Diathefis.  The 
fthenic  apyrexies  differ  in  this  chiefly 

from  the  other  fthenic  difeafes,  that  the 
* 

exciting  powers  exift  within  that  degree 
O'  magnitude,  which  confumes  the  ex- 
citability very  much  ; as  we  learn  by  their 
certain  effedt.  For  thefe  diforders  are 
much  more  lading  than  the  other  fthenic 
ones. 

i 
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Whence,  howfoever  the  brain  be  af- 

' * ' . V 9 

fedted  by  its  peculiar  ftimuli,  or  its  vefiels 
by  the  redundancy  of  blood  ; yet  unlefs 
that  redundancy  approaches  which  the 
other  flimulant  powers  create  nor  the  ex- 
citement arifmg  from  thence;  it  is  evident 
that  the  common  effedt  will  be  much  lefs, 
and  that  the  force  of  all  the  powers  joined 
together,  is  much  Wronger  than  the  force 
of  each  peculiar  one  when  feparate. 

The  Diathefis  therefore  of  the  whole 
fyftem  is  in  the  end  lefs  in  thefe  diforders 
than  in  the  other  fthenic  complaints ; 
tho’  the  Diathefis  of  the  part  is  ftill 
greater  than  in  health  as  of  the  brain  in 
the  mania,  and  pervigilium,  and  of  the 
fanguiferous  vefiels  in  Obefity ; and 
the  whole  Diathefis  is  almofi:  as  great,  as 
it  is  vigorous  in  a pr'edifpofition  to  other 
diforders,  and  more  fo  in  the  part  affefted. 
Hence  it  comes  that  the  contrary  to  the 
nature  of  thefe  diforders,  and  in  like 
manner  for  a predifpofition  to  them,  takes 
.place  and  theyufually  for  that  reafon  con- 

< * tinue 
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tinue  long  becaufe  the  mediocrity  of  the 
of  the*  Simulating  operation  never 

confumes  the  excitability  quickly,  and  al- 
ways caules  an  excitement  more  than  ne- 
ceftary.  A great  aifturbance  of  the  brain  and 
vefiels  in  thel'e  diforders  does  not  argue  a 
great  degree  of  excitementy  becaufe  a local 
affection  compared  with  an  Idiopathic  one 
is  toto  coelo  lefs.  For  however  any 
ftimulus  may  prefs  on  a part,  and  thus 
excite  the  reft  of  the  body,  yet  unlefs 
the  other  ftimuli  applied  to  the  remainder 
of  the  body,  Yupport  its  operation,  that 
the  fum  of  the  operation  of  all  may  affed: 
the  whole  lyftein  more  highly,  the  efted: 
of  that  one  ftimulus  will  be  only  confpi- 
cuous  in  the  part,  and  lefs  fo  in  the  reft 
of  the  body.  In  fine  remember  (page 
80,  6cc.  Vol.  I.  and  page  10,  11,  6cc. 
Vol.  II.)  that  every  grievous  diforder 
always  arifes  from  excitement , which  took 
its  rife  from  the  conjoined  force  of  many 
ftimuli. 


As  in  thefe  fthenic  apyrexies  a certain 
part,  in  the  two  former,  the  brain  in  the 

latter ; 
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latter ; the  fanguiferous  vefiels  are  much 
more  excited  than  the  other  parts,  and  in 
a greater  proportion  than  in  the  other 
fthenic  difeafes,  for  this  reafon,  becaufe 
the  local  affiedtion  is  much  lefs  fup ported 
by  the  ftimuli  not  operating  immediately 
on  the  other  parts  ; To  the  ftimuli,  thus 
operating  on  the  parts  affcdted  are  fup- 
pofed,  though  only  in  an  inferiour  degree* 
yet  really  to  aftedt  the  reft  of  the  fyftem. 
That  the  thing  is  fo,  is  confirmed  by  the 
abfence  of  the  afthenic  Diathefis,  an  d by 
fuch  a fthenic  one  as  manifeftjy  in 
this  cafe  contains  a predifpofition  to  other 
diforders  of  this  fpecies,  by  the  remedies 
exciting  thefe,  which  will  be  diredtly 
made  manifeft,  and  the  cure  is  aifedted 
by  powers  contrary  to  thefe*  which  are 
always  noxious  in  an  oppofite  difeafe. 
Whence  whatever  ftimulus  affedts  a part, 
it  truly  and  certainly  affedts  the  whole 
fyftem,  becaufe  the  excitability  is  one  and 
indivifible  over  the  whole,  and  even  in 
this  cafe  where  it  cannot  be  difcerned  fo 
clearly/^/ 

Vol.  II.  T * As 
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As  to  what  belongs  particularly  to 
Obefity,  you  may  know  it  by  this  clear 
proof  that  all  the  other  noxious  excitmg 
powers  except  food,  in  fuch  people  are 
' more  or  lefs  prevalent,  becaufe  the  con- 
coCtive  powers,  which  depend  on  the  force 
of  the  former,  are  fo  ftrong,  as  to  perform 
their  duty  more  perfectly  than  in  others, 

* 

which  notwithftanding  are  not  pofeffed 
of  the  weakeft  force.  Which  noxi- 
ous powers  notwithftanding  their  being 
kept  within  that  degree  of  magnitude 
which  approaches  to  extremes,  or  very  near 
it  and  finifhes  the  excitement  by  confuming 
the  excitability,  or  through  the  multitude  of 
the  commotion  which  exhaufts  the  fyftem; 
yet  thefe  noxious  powers,  I fay,  are  very 
powerful  or  lay  a great  ftrefs  on  the  rx- 
citability 

The  affections  of  the  mind  do  not 
ftimulate  much  in  this  cafe.  Which  is 
commonly  known  by  the-  old  faying,  that  - 
fat  men  are  of  a mild  temper ; when  thofe 
that  are  lean  are  very  morofe.  Thus  fat 
people  are  not  given  generally  to  much 

thought. 
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thought,  which  is  a great  ftimulus; 
Hence  alfo  thofe  that  are  naturally  fat, 
are  averfe  to  exercife  by  which  the  adtion 
of  the  veflels  fhould  be  roufed,  and  con- 
fequently  perfpiration  would  be  fet  free, 
and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  all  motions 
fatigue  them  more  than  others.  Hence 
the  fluids  that  would  be  cafl:  out  through 
the  pores  of  the  body  are  retained. 

Having  now  laid  before  you  the  pro- 
perties of  thefe  difeafes,  fince  every  local 
affedtion  depends  on  the  common  one 
"tis  of  the  fame  nature,  arifes  from  the 
fame  noxious  exciting  powers  and  is  cured 
by  the  fame  remedies,  varying  only  in  de- 
gree. Hence  the  local  affedtion,  whether 
it  be  an  inflammaion,  or  a greater  affedtion 
of  the  brain,  or  of  the  veflels,  than  of  any 
other  part,  yet  we  muff  not  think  that  it 
is  the  fame  in  one  cafe,  and  different  in 
another,  but  intirely  the  fame  in  every  cafe, 
and  that  they  differ  only  in  fome  fmall 
matters  of  no  confequence,  and  that  they 
by  no  means  require  a different  cure,  or 
T 2 deferue 
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deferve  capital  diftindtions  ; therefore  let 
that  errour,  which  has  totally  corrupted 

this  art,  be  intirely  destroyed.  All  the 
ducafes  confequently  of  which  we  have 

treated,  have  rightly  been  reduced  to  two 
genus,  not  to  the  genera  and  fpecies  at 
all,  as  there  are  only  two  forms  of  dif- 
eales. 

Now  ac  in  all  thefe  difeafes  all  morbid 
force,  whethe.r  it  be  conhdered  as  Idiopa T 
thicy  or  local,  produces  too  great  excite- 
menty  ana  as  the  remedies  that  cure  the 
former,  cure  alfo  the  latter,  nor  are  they 
ever  to  be  applied  to  a part  only  ; all  this 
reafoning  is  made  ufe  of  that  we  may  be 
convinced  that  there  is  a certain  feries  of 
increafing  ftrength,  from  the  mod  found 
health,  to  the  greateft  degree  of  a fthenic 
difeafe.  In  which  feries  the  Peripneu- 
mony  or  Phrenitis  are  at  the  head,  and 
Obefity  at  the  foot. 

Thefe  on  the  higher  part  of  the  fcale 
are  followed,  nay  fometimes  equalled  by 
the  fmall  pox  and  mealies  of  the  fevere 

kind. 
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kind.  The  Eryfipelas,  attended  with  a 
great  pain  of  the  head,  next  is  fuperior  to 
them  in  luch  a manner,  as  to  difpute  pre- 
cedency with  them  in  violence.  To, 
which  fucceeds  the  rheurpatifm,  often 
equal  not  in  the  magnitude  of  the  danger 
but  of  the  Diathefis.  The  next  is  the 
mild  Eryfipelas,  which  claims  an  equal 
place  with  the  Cynanche  Tonfillaris,  but 
in  the  mildnefs  of  its  nature  more  near- 
ly allied  to  the  latter  than  the  former. 
Thefe  are  the  difeafes  attended  with  a 
pyrexia  and  an  inflammation. 

Two  of  which  occupying  the  lowed 
place  of  the  feries,  viz.  the  mild  Ery- 
flpelas  and  Cynanche  Tonfillaris,  are  fo 
like  to  the  flhenic  Catarrh,  a diforder 
void  of  inflammation,  that  out  of  e’m  all, 
one  cannot  tell  which  to  put  in  the  fird 

i 

place,  yet  below  thefe  the  Ample  fynocha 
and  fcarlatina,  inafmuch  as  this  latter  is 
dhenic,  and  as  much  as  the  moil:  ufual 
flate  of  both  is  thus  confldered,  are  clearly 
to  be  fo  placed.  The  lowed  place  of  all 

in 
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in  the  feries,  is  occupied  by  the  gentle 
pox  and  mealies  of  the  fame  m.ld  nature. 

In  this  whole  feries,  the  titles  menti- 
oned and  their  names  are  not  fo  much  to 
be  confidered  as  the  morbid  force.  For 
the  manner  of  the  caufe  which  is  certain, 
not  that  of  the  fymptoms,  which  is 
uncertain  and  fallacious  is  to  be  confider- 
ed. The  invelligation  of  the  fymptoms, 
which  hitherto  has  been  of  no  advantage, 
but  of  great  detriment  to  the  art,  and  the 
molt  copious  fource  of  capital  errours, 
is  alfo  in  medicine,  as  in  the  reft  of  Phi- 
lofophy,  that  queftion  of  hidden  caufes  is 
to  be  rejected,  to  be  carefully  fhunned  and 
avoided,  and  nofology  is  to  bp  condemned. 

Under  thefe  diforders  lately  mentioned 
the  Mania,  Pervigilium,  and  Obefity  are 
to  be  placed.  Below  thefe,  and  above  the 
other  diforders',  entire  found  health  is  to 

be  fixed. 
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The  CURE  of  the  DISORDERS  of  the 
S T PI  E N I C FORM. 

IN  order -that  the  method  of  curing  the 
fthenic  form  of  difeafes  may  be  the 
better  reduced  to  practice  what  we  have 
before  propofed,  mud;  be  applied  firft  to 
the  mod:  violent  Diatheds,  then  to  the 
more  light,  and  to  the  danger  of  the  parts 
affe&ed  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  attend 
only  to  the  powers  of  the  remedies. 

When  therefore  a violent  Diatheds,  as 
in  the  peripneumony,  the  phrenitis,  mea- 
lies, and  Erydpelas  gravis,  attended  with 
an  affedtion  of  the  head,  is  obferved,  im- 
mediate recourfe  mud:  be  had  to  the  mod: 
powerful  and  quicked:  remedy,  and  in 
proportion  to  the  violence  of  the  difeafe, 
mud:  the  quantity  of  blood  be  taken. 

f 

No  certain  quantity,  on  account  of  the 
changes  of  the  powers  of  life  being  dif- 
ferent in  different  people,  as  they  vary  in 
age,  fex,  ftrengtb,  and  in  the  different 

magnitude 
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magnitude  of  the  noxious  exciting  pow- 
ers can  be  pointed  out. — In  the  puerile 
Hate,  which  is  feldom  affiidted  with  anv 
of  the  above  mentioned  diforders,  exeept 
the  meafles,  and  the  lefs  -e£  the  far- 
ther advanced,  who  are  in  lefs  danger 
than  in  the  bloom  of  youth  ; there- 
fore a more  fparing  venefedtion  fuffices, 
becaufe  the  eaufe  of  difeafes  in  both  ages 
is  little  excitement , for  in  the  former  there 
is  magnitude  of  excitability , and  in  the 
latter  a neceffity  of  a greater  ftimulus  or 
exciting  power  than  before,  becaufe  the 
excitability  is  much  impaired. 

A more  certain  rule  to  go  by,  in  order 
to  afcertain  when  a fufficient  quantity  of 
blood  is  taken,  is  an  abatement  of  the 
fymptoms,  or  a temporary  removal  of 
them.  Wherefore,  if  after  venefedtion, 
immoderate  heat,  hardnefs  of  pulfe ; if 
the  affedtion  of  the  head  or  lungs,  if  the 
drynefs  of  the  body,  are  much  abated  or 
relaxed,  and  a more  moderate  temperature, 
a greater  fcftnefs  of  pulfes,  and  a lefs 
quicknefs  of  them ' takes  place,  and  the 

furface 
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furface  of  the  body  be  more  moift,  at  leaft 
lefs  dry,  if  the  pain  be  every  where  abated, 
the  infpiration  eafed,  and  the  delirium 
taken  off ; we  may  know  that  enough  of 
the  vital  fluid  has  been  taken,  at  leaft  for 
a time. 

In  order  to  obtain  this  advantage  in  a 
ftrong  vigorous  period  of  life,  X.  or  XII. 
ounces,  but  much  lefs  before  and  after, 
will  be  generally  found  fuflicient : Which 
rule  is  good,  but  as  it  anfwers  not  in 
every  cafe,  we  rauft  have  recourfe  to  that, 
as  the  more  to  be  relied  upon,  which  pro- 
cures a confiderable  remiflion  aud  relaxa- 
tion of  the  fymptoms 

Since,  a local  affedtion  depends  on  the 
magnitude  of  the  Diathefis,  confequently 
you  muft  remember  that  there  is  no  need 
of  any  peculiar  diredtions  for  it,  but  fuch 
as  are  applied  to  the  general  difeafe. 

This  being  done,  and  the  violence  of 
the  diforder  being  broken,  we  muft  then 
Vol.  II.  U pafs 
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pafs  on  to  purging,  the' next  remedy  in 
practice.  To  effedt  this,  violent  cathartics 
muft  not  be  had  recourfe  to,  fuch  as  many 
formerly  ufed,  becaufe  their  ftimulus,  at- 
tending the  firft  operation,  may  be  hurtful; 
but  gentle  purging,  fuch  as  by  neutrals, 
and  particularly  real  Glauber’s  falts,  which 
are  great  debilitants,  and  draw  off  a great 
quantity  of  fluids  from  the  veflels  : As  in 
the  laft  century  a very  prudent  man  pre- 
fcribed  thefe,  along  with  venefedtion,  every 
other  day  ; fo,  if  per-chance  fuch  a difeafe 
fhould  attack  us,  there  is  nothing  to  hinder 
us  from  uflng  them  on  the  fame  day. 

Purging,  after  a fmall  venefedtion,  is 
more  efflcacious  to  remove  the  Phlogiftic 
Diathefls  than  any  great  letting  of  blood 
whatfoever  alone;  becaufe,  as  we  faid 
before,  the  power  thus  debilitating , which 
always  debilitates  more  in  the  place  where 
it  is  immediately  applied,  operates  here  in 
many  places,  not  only  in  the  greater  fan- 
guiferous  veflels,  but  in  moll  of  their 
terminations,  and  the  excitability  is  more 

univerfally, 


OF  MEDICINE.  157 

univerfally,  confequently  more  equally  af- 
fected, and  the  excitement  is  more  effica- 
cioufly  diminifhed. 

Together  with  thefe  remedies,  we  muft 
refrain  from  all  food,  except  vegetables, 
likewife  from  all  liquors,  except  watery 
or  thofe  mixed  with  acids.  Which  pre- 
cept does  not  fefem  fo  much  negleCted  in 
words,  as  in  reality  and  cuftom,  becaufe, 
what  was  thought  to  be  flight,  tranfient 
and  of  no  confequence,  as  it  were,  has 
been  ufually  given  under  this  title  of  ad- 
miniftration,  in  order  that  its  efficacy 
might  not  fink  deep  in  the  mind.  No 
ftimulus  is  more  powerful  or  more  noxi- 
ous than  that  caufed  by  victuals,  confe- 
quently whatfoever  blood  is  drawn,  or  if 
the  lerous  fluid  be  detracted  from  the 
bowels  unlefs  food  be  avoided,  all  thefe 
may  be  ufed  in  vain.  From  this  confl- 
deration,  fluid  matters  notwithftanding 
vegetable  food,  fhould  not  on  this  ac- 
count be  forbidden,  becaufe  the  watery 
matter  retained  in  the  fyftem,  but  eaflly 

lT  2 penetrating 
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penetrating  the  leaft  veffels,  flows  through 
?,he  different  extreme  bounds,  and  flip- 
ports  the  ftrength  and  augments  the 
utility  of  another  remedy,  which  we 
fhall  juft  now  mention. 

Do  not  forget  to  have  in  view  along 
with  the  firfl  letting  of  blood,  and  firfl 
purge,  as  a)fo  abftinenee,  with  water  for 
drink,  the  temperature,  which  muft  be 
particularly  confidered.  For  if  cold  al- 
ways, and  from  its  peculiar  operation 
debilitates , if  it  feems  otherwife  to  oper- 
ate, becaufe  a fucceeding  or  alternate  heat 
changes  its  effedt  into  a ftimulant  one,  if 
it  alone  cures  the  fmall  pox,  or  prevents 
their  violence,  if  it  be  the  beft  remedy 
againft  a Catarrh,  and  where  heat  is  a- 
voided,  is  of  great  ufe  in  every  fthenic 
complaint,  we  cannot  doubt,  but  this 
fame  cold  is  very  advantageous  in  dif- 
orders  of  a very  violent  fthenic  nature. 

Thence  its  operation  is  not  different  in 

the  pox,  and  different  in  the  other 

fthenic 
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fthenic  difeafes,  but  intirely  the  fame. 
Moreover  as  in  all  dilorders  ot  this 
ipecies,  cold  alone  is  often  fufficient,  fq 
whenever  the  Diathefis,  as  in  thofe  dil- 
orders we  are  fpeaking  of  rages  ex- 
tremely, it  demands  immediate  help,  be- 
caufe  all  delay  brings  on  precipitate  dan- 
aer  ; becaufe  the  above  mentioned  remt- 
dies  are  fufficient  to  remove  the  diforder, 
as  we  have  found  to  be  true  by  practice, 
and  that  cold,  which  would  effedt  the 
fame  is  neither  at  hand,  or  cannot  be  ad- 
miniftered  by  every  body;  and  its  utility 
is  too  great  to  merit  the  credit  of  many, 
for  thefe  reafons  we  rauft  not  defift  from 
the  propofed  method  of  cure  and  confult 
for  the  good  of  the  perfon  afflidled,  by 
throwing  off  the  bianket  and  the  other 
cloaths,  and  chooling  for  the  mold  part 
in  place  of  a bed  or  fquab,*  a cool  room, 
and  thus  the  magnitude  of  a fhort  duration 
compenlates  for  the  long  continuance  ot 
a lefs  degree  of  the  fame  power. 

Since 
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Since  fuch  is  the  operation  of  cold, 
page  13 1 &c.  Vol.  II.  as  to  have  the 
power  of  tranfmitting  inwardly  the  erupti- 
on in  the  meafles  which  is  falfely  at- 
tributed to  it,  as  the  caufe  is  not  to  be  a- 
fcribed  to  cold  alone,  but  to  heat  and 
other  ftimulants,  thus  exciting  more,  than 
if  they  never  had  fucceeded  it,  as  we  have 
explained,  Vol.  I.  page  67.  And  why 
not  ? If  cold  does  not  drive  the  eruption 
of  the  pox  inwardly,  but  after  enlarging 
the  diameters  of  the  perfpiratory  veuels, 
gives  paffage  on  the  contrary  to  the  mat- 
ter, why  in  a fimilar  cafe  fhould  its 
operation  be  thought  different,  nay  even 
contrary  ? Is  that  falfe  notion  now  to  be 
refuted,  which  fuppofes  that  the  fame 
caufe  produces  different  effedls  ? We 
allow  cold  leffens  the  eruption  in  the 
lrnall  pox.  The  fame  caufes  it  to  dis- 
appear in  the  meafles.  What  then  j*  ex- 
amine the  truth  more  narrowly.  Are 
we  to  think  that  its  tffcffc  is  the  fame,  or 
different  in  both  cafes  ? How  comes  it 
that  from  its  difappearing  you  are  certain 
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of  its  being  driven  inward  ? By  what 
proofs  will  you  fupport  it  ? Confefs  the 
truth.  Acknowledge  with  fincerity  that 
thefe  errours  are  the  other  remnants  of 
the  Alexlpharmic  doiftrine,  which  fup- 
pofes  that  heat  and  other  ftimulants  shift- 
ed and  cold  obftructed  perfpiration.  The 
errour  of  which  doeftrine  both  in  the  pox 
and  other  cafes,  has  been  proved  by  an 
illuftrious  man*  becaufe  it  did  not  ad- 
mit of  the  fame  method  of  cure  for  the 
meafles,  and  for  that  reafon  you  do  not  ad- 
mit of  it,  who  does  not  depart  from,  nay 
but  adheres  ftridlly  to  the  faid  errour.  But 
you  can  fee,  when  the  proper  method  of 
cure  is  applied,  that  the  meafles  as  well  as 
the  pox  are  Phlogiftic.  Are  not  all  debili- 
tants  or  antiphlogijiics  very  fuccefsful  in 
both  cafes  ? And  as  it  is  manifeft  that 
cold  in  the  pox  is  a debilitant,  or  as  you 
call  it  a fedative.  Have  we  not  reafon  to 
iufpedl  that  it  is  not  a ftimulant  or  an 
aftringent  in  the  meafles,  and  that  thus  it 
repels  the  eruption,  but  that  its  operation 
is  the  fame  as  in  the  pox.  In  this  cafe 

you’ll 
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you’ll  contend  the  peculiar  operation,  of 
cold,  becaufe  after  the  eruption  hath 
difappeared,  all  the  fymptoms  become 
more  violent.  Yet  confider  whether  this 
will  do  any  thing  for  you,  whether  any 
thing  at  all,  or  not  quite  the  contrary.  Is 
a ftimulant  or  denilitant  effedt  the  con- 
iequence  of  the  operation  of  cold  ? one 
of  which  you  feem  to  think.  If  the 
former,  the  caufe  of  the  diforder  is  to  be 
imputed  to  it ; which,  as  will  be  hereafter 
proved,  creates  a too  great  excitement, 
after  cold  and  more  even  than  if  it  had 
not  been  applied,  if  the  latter  people  will 
fulpcdt  that  cold  is  a part  of  the  caufe. 
But  it  is  not  fo.  And  whenever  an  in- 
creafed  Diatheiis  is  the  refult  of  the  ope- 
ration of  cold,  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  the 
itimulus  of  heat  and  other  exciting  powers 
was  not  fuffic-iently  guarded  againft. 
Which  is  clear  from  the  application  of 
heat  ordered  in  dead  of  being  prohibited 
in  your  method  of  cure.  And  no  wonder 
why.  For  if  the  caufe  of  a catarrh  has  fo 
much  deceived  phvficians,  the  Catarrhal 
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fymptoms  of  the  meafles  have  necedarily 
deceived  us  as  is  proved  in  the  hidory  of 
Catarrh  and  limple  Synocha.  And  if  the 
errours  of  a rejected  dodtrine  are  retained 
in  one  cafe  why  not  in  others  ? 


The  RENEWING  of  the  CURE. 

AFTER  the  application  of  the  reme- 
dies mentioned  in  page  158  and 
164  Vol.  II  if  the  fymptoms  return,  the 
fame  method  of  cure  mud  be  re-entered 
on,  venefedlion  mud  be  conjoined,  purging 
renewed,  and  the  body  mud  continually 
be  kept  cool,  and  reduced  through  low 
diet,  and  all  thofe  things  are  to  be 
purfued  until  the  multitude  of  fymptoms 
be  abated,  and  health,  at  lead  protemporc 
redored. 

Whence,  if  the  Diathefis  fhall  Teem 
almod  already  reduced,  if  the  affe&ion  of 
Vol.  II.  X the 
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the  head  or  lungs,  or  of  any  other  inward 
part,  is  already  removed,  and  yet  we 
are  affraid  of  the  'diforder  returning,, 
recourfe  in  this  cafe  muft  be  had  to 
lenient  debilitants  j venefedtion  and  purg- 
ing are  to  be  preferred  to  fweating,  which 
the  fyftem  will  bear  better  than  the 
ftimulus  of  heat,  after  the  Diathefis  is 
abated  or  removed.  Before  we  introduce 
th  is  practice  a few  things  muft  be  pointed 
out  concerning  the  quantity  of  blood 
to  be  drawn  off.  As  in  each  bleeding, 
fo  likewife  in  the  whole  quantity  of 
blood  to  be  taken  away,  there  muft  be  a 
middle  degree  to  that  which  phyficians 
commonly  have  followed,  thinking  that 
fometimes  a very  large  quantity  at  one 
time,  at  another  a very  fmall  fhould  be 
taken  ; and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  amongft 
the  other  remedies  mentioned,  the  cure 
being  more  protradted,  thereis  little  need 
of  much  blood  bewg  taken  at  once. 
Their  age  muft  be  examined,  as  I faid 
before,  in  the  commencement  of  the  cure. 
The  manner  of  living  looked  into,  con- 
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fideration  muft  be  taken  of  the  quantity  of 
the  ftimulus  lately  taken  in,  and  the  ftate 
, of  the  body  muft  be  compared  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  fymptoms,  and  the  effedl 
of  the  remedies.  Hence  judge  of  vene- 
fedtion, &c.  confider  what  one  remedy 
feems  to  afFedt,  and  what  another.  In  fine, 
you  will  fee  that  there  is  lefs  need  of  each 
ftimulus,  the  more  largely  the  others  are 
applied,  and  you  will  perceive  that  the 
danger  of  too  great  venefedtion  is  to  be 
avoided,  and  the  diforder  to  be  treated 
more  cautioufiy. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  method  of 
venefedtion,  it  muft  be  made  at  the  largeft 
vein  becaufe  when  a fmall  one  is  opened  it 
is  not  equal  to  eafe  the  vefiels  and  fome 
difadvantage  may  attend  the  cutting  of  an 
artery.  How  to  conftitute  any  more 
certain  rule  is  difficult,  it  will  be  for  the 
moft  part  fufficient  to  know  that  within 
three  or  four  days  about  two  pounds  of 
blood  being  taken  with  the  application  of 

X 2 the 
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the  remedies,  in  a middle  aged  perfon  will 
generally  fuffice. 

I 

Bleeding,  as  long  as  any  of  the  fthenic 
Diathelis  remains,  muft  be  followed  by 
purging,  and  the  other  propofed  methods 
of  cure  muft  not  be  neglecfted.  But 
purging,  which  at  any  time  brings  on  a 
fit  of  the  gout  diftolves  a Cynanche  Ton- 
lillaris  and  mild  Eryfipelas,  even  attended 
with  an  affetftion  of  the  head,  is  of  mani- 
feft  detriment  in  proper  Fevers , which 
for  the  moft  part  is  evidently  noxious  in 
the  dyfpepfy , afthenia,  and  all  kinds  of 
diforders,  confifting  in  either  direct  or  in- 
direct debility , and  it  is  a part  of  that 
pernicious  method  of  cure,  through  the 
whole  afthenic  form  of  difeafes,  which 
is  commonly  pra&ifed.  The  more  it 
is  to  be  avoided  in  thefe  diforders,  the 
more  it  is  to  be  ufed  in  the  fthenic 
ones,  nor  is  it  to  be  omitted  in  anv 
of  the  lefs  violent  fort,  fuch  as  thofe 
are,  in  which  venefedtion  is  neceftary,  but 
it  is  to  be  ufed  in  the  manner  I men- 
tioned, 
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tioned,  and  as  I formerly  difcufled.  The 
diffidence  in  this  remedy  when  ufeful,  and 
the  confidence  in  it  when  noxious,  was 
brought  on  by  the  fpafmodic  dodtrine,  and 
is  to  be  above  all  things  avoided,  as  ad- 
mitted by  a falfe  and  foolifh  principle. 

As  nothing  hitherto  has  been  mcrp 
common  in  aflhenic  diforders,  nothing  is 
attended  with  greater  detriment  and  of- 
ten with  immediate  deftrubtion  ; lb,  for 
the  famcreafon  nothing  is  more  fuccefsful 
in  curing  fthenic  diforders. 

It  is  fcarce  credible  to  tell  what  a mark 
the  odium  of  the  Alexipharmic  method  of 
cure  has  branded  the  bed;  remedies  with, 
on  account  of  their  bad  application  and 
of  their  perverting  the  proper  method  of 
cure.  Which  method,  not  to  mention 
other  things  above  related  ; fweatinr 
which  whenever  the  Diathefis  is  moderate, 
or  when  it  is  not  very  great,  or  does  not 
affect  a vital  part,  i.  e.  in  all  the  dif- 
orders of  this  form,  exceDt  thofe  that  are 

violent 
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violent  in  their  commencement,  of  which 
we  are  now  treating,  is  cf  great  fervice,  and 
very  efficacious  for  health,  yet  has  been 
intirely  laid  afide  as  ufelefs  and  noxious 
/ in  the  cure  of  all  thefe  except  one,  and 
particularly  after  the  fpafmodic  dodtrine 
began  to  be  admited,  and  gradually  to 
prevail. 

But  altho’  except  the  rheumatifm,  which 
this  method  at  leaft  by  one  medicine  is 
allowed  to  remove;  if  it  from  a more 
free  or  more  fparing  ufe  moft  certainly 
either  relives  or  intirely  removes  even  the 
Cynancbe  Tonfillaris,  theEryfipelasitfelf, 
and  the  fymple  fynocha;  if  this  be  known 
even  to  the  common  people  or  to  well 
informed  phyhcians;  what  reafon  can  you 
bring?  What  certain  and  experienced 
event  can  you  advance  ? What  eloquence 
are  you  endowed  with,  that  you  think 
that  you  can  purfuade  every  body  that  the 
lame,  after  a moft  vehement  Diathefis 
much  diminished  by  other  remedies,  and 
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already  reduced  to  a very  Email  one,  to 
which  this  is  fuitable,  is  not  to  be  applied. 

You  object  that  heat,  which  attends 
the  firft  operation  of  fweat,  may  be 
noxious ; for  you  dare  not  fay  that  it  is 
certainly  fo  becaufe  you  never  tried  the 
experiment.  Tho’  this  may  be  granted 
in  a Diathefls  which  threatens  indireB 
debility,  page  197,  Vol.  I.  See.  and  page 
9,  Vol.  II.  6cc.  Yet  we  will  not  allow  that 
in  a moderate  one,  whether  from  the  be- 
ginning or  fo  caufed  by  other  powers,  and 
confequently  after  the  method  of  cure 
was  expounded,  that  heat  will  not  be  com- 
penlated  by  a great  profulion  of  fluid 
from  the  whole  furface  of  the  body,  and 
that  after  this  part  of  the  veflels  is  relieved 
from  a heavy  Itimulus,  the  diminifhed 
excitement  will  be  more  equal  throughout 
the  whole  veflels  and  all  the  genius 
nervofum.  If  the  great  number  of  veflels 
tending  towards  the  inteftines,  towards 
the  ftomach,  when  emulged  fo  powerfully 
diminifli  the  Phlogiftic  Diathefis.  (as 
mentioned  in  page  167,  Vol,  II.)  How 
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comes  it  that  in  the  perfpiratory  veflels  a 
fnnilar  evacuation  is  not  proper  ? To 
which  reafoning  if  the  circ  urn  fiances  juft 
mentioned,  be  conjoined  what  have  you 
to  fay  at  lafi  againft  the  ufe  of  fweating, 
when  heat  not  greater  than  neceifary,  at- 
tending its  operation  can  no  longer  be 
noxious  but  may  be  very  ufeful  ? Object 
your  certainties,  your  reafonings.  Turn 
yourfelf  into  all  fbapes  poffible,  you  can 
never  find  any  folid  objection  againft  this 
remedy.  But  whence  all  this  ? Will  there 
never  be  an  end  of  thus  flying  from  one 
extreme  to  another  ? Will  there  be  no 
medium  found  to  the  Alexipharmic  cure, 
but  what  is  alfo  bad  or  even  worfe  ? If 
phyficians  during  a raging  peripneumony, 
are  not  affraid  to  prefcribe  fweating  by  the 
moft  flimulant  medicines,  will  your 
method  of  cure  not  admit  of  its  applicati- 
on, and  that  by  the  moft  mild  ones  ? 
If  Sydenham,  in  curing  fthenic  diforders, 
prohibited  heat,  becaufe  it  certainly  in- 
creafed  the  excitement , is  a moderate 
and  Tolu tary  degree  of  it  to  be  avoid- 
ed 
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ed  &c.  page  43,  Vol.  II.  If  you  are 
ignorant  that  more  things,  more  powerful- 
ly diminilh  the  excitement  thau  one  only. 
Suppcfing  we  pardon  you  in  this ; mud  we 
alio  pardon  you,  becaufe  like  an  Empiric, 
you  do  not  fee  that  fome  things  are  ufeful 
and  others  the  reverfe,  for  which  notwit, 
becaufe  we  would  not  require  it  of  you, 
but  only  common  fenfe  is  requifite  ? If 
without  any  predeceffors  to  think  and 
invent  fomething  would  be  too  much  and 
not  to  be  expedted  from  you,  mud  not  we 
think  cut  of  a thoufand  that  treat  on  all  the 
parts  of  medicine,  and  fome  in  one  opini- 
on right,  or  wrong  in  another,  and  fome 
of  another  opinion,  that  you  have  faid 
nothing  but  continually  kept  in  the  paths 
of  one  man,  that  you,  I fay,  are  not 
worthy  of  admiration. 

We  mud  not  therefore  in  this  part  of 
the  intention  of  cure,  after  the  above- 
mentioned  adminidratiori  promote  fweat- 
ing;  even  tho’  fomething  fhould  feem 
Vol.  IE  Y 
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wanting  to  perfect  health,  by  a little 
of  the  fthenic  Diathefis  remaining,  or  if 
fweating  comes  on  fpontaneoufly.  . 

When  the  fymptoms  of  fuch  fweating 
are  perceived,  nothing  elfe  is  requifite, 
except  to  apply  woollen  to  the  body,  to 
give  warm  drink,  to  avoid  cool  air,  to 
fweat  a fufficifcnt  length  of  time  X. 
hours  at  leaf!:,  or  even  XII.  If  by  this 
means  it  flows  in  a plentiful,  manner 
from  all  parts  of  the  body  all  medicine  will 
be  ufelefs.  Which  fweating,  after  it  has 
fubfided,  in  part  yet  fhould  it  not  have 
anfwered  the  ends  expeded,  Dover’s 
powder  muff  be  adminiflered  until  the 
intention  of  fuch  is  fully  obtained. 
Along  with  which  adminiftration,  cold 
water  is  fometimes  added,  and  the  body 
kept  well  covered,  but  the*  ufe  of  warm 
drink  is  often  found  more  ufeful.  And 
as  in  difeafes  of  this  fort,  to  which  this 
method  of  cure  is  applicable,  fo  it 
fhould  be  ufed  in  others,  when  the  me- 
diocrity of  the  Diathefis  obtained  by  the 
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other  remedies  will  admit  of  it.  Thus 
in  the  mealies,  it  is  often  found  ufeful, 
but  it  mud  never  be  immaturely  ufed. 
Should  heat  be  found  hurtful  it  mud:  be 
laid  afide.  For  we  do  not  preferibe  many 
things  in  our  method  of  cure,  at  the  fame 
time,  and  nothing  but  in  order  that  the 
excitement  may  be  more  equally  fupported 
throughout  the  whole  fydem.  • 

In  all  the  cafes  of  a ^hement  Diathelis 
whatever  has  been  mentioned,  are  to  be 
put  in  practice  more  or  lefs,  and  fome  in 
a different  degree,  according  as  the  re- 
maining  force  of  the  Diathelis  requires  an 
increafe  or  a weaker  application,  and  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  method  of  cure  is  to 
be  enlarged  according  to  circumdances. 

Befides  thefe  things  there  are  fome 
remedies  of  lefs  confequence,  as  acids  and 
nitre,  fome  of  an  uncertain  kind,  fuch  as 
bleeding  by  leeches,  by  cupping,  and  draw- 
ing of  other  fluids,  yet  they  are  mentioned^ 
as  of  moment,  particularly  the  acids,  in- 

Y 2 afmuch 
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afmuch  as  they  render  drink  agreeable, 
and  though  the  lungs  are  affedted,  yet 
they  excite  no-  a cough,  and  as  they  are 
cooling,  the  more  they  are  defired,  the 
more  they  are  to  be  admitted  of.  Re- 
member that  nitre  poflefles  a lefs  cooling 
force  than  what  has  been  thought. 

, * 

Let  us  pafs  on  to  the  other  part  of  the 
intention  of  cun$  where  the  Diathefis  is 
more  mild,  as  in  the  other  Phlegmafias, 
and  fuch  fthenic  affedtions,  and  the  mild 
pox  and  meafles,  as  alfo  the  Scarlatina,  in 
which  a lefs  force  of  a debilitating  power, 
is  required,  confequently  proper  pradtice 
requires  neither  all  the  abovementioned 
remedies,  nor  as  much  of  each  of  them, 
as  in  the  cure  of  the  more  violent  fthenic 
difeafes. 

In  ail  thefe  cafes,  the  rheumatifm  not 
excepted,  which  arifcs  from  a very  great 
Diathefis,  venefedtion  is  not  at  all  necefla- 
ry,  and  if  we  expcdt  it,  a more  free  u(e  of 

it 
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it  would  be  ftill  more  noxious  in  thofe  ot 
a lefs  Diathefis.  For  where  the  excitement 
is  not  very  great,  on  the  contrary  mo- 
derate, and  fcarce  exceeds  that  degree 
which  creates  a predifpofition  to  the 
more  vehement  diforders,  thete  under  the 
name  of  a medicine  to  ufe  a very  debilitat- 
ing power,  againfl  a lets  violent  dilorder, 
as  it  were,  would  be  very  wrong  3 and  as 
venefedtion,  is  chiefly  ufed  in  order  to 
prevent  a too  great  excitement  paffing,  on 
to  indirect  debility , or  death.  There  is 
no  neceffity  for  it  here  but  the  reverfe. 

The  lance  is  not  to  be  ufed,  not  only 
in  difeafes  of  debility , which  are  of  ano- 
ther form,  in  moft  of  which  it  has  been, 
and  is  the  cuftom,  to  draw  off  more  or 
lefs  of  the  vital  fluid,  but  even  in  dif- 
orders of  this  form,  except  the  more 
vehement  ones. 

In  the  rheumatifm,  although  the  Dia- 
thefis be  often  great,  yet  the  ufual  quantity 

of 
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of  blood  is  not  for  this  reafon  to  be  taken. 
Tor  as  every  Diathefis  is  always  found 
greater,  in  fome  one  part  than  in  another 
equal  one,  fo  the  fame  is  to  be  faid  of 
the  fth'enic  Diathefis,  in  this  diforder, 
which  is  greater  or.  the  furface  than  on 
any  other  part.  The  reafon  is,  becaufe 
heat,  the  mod  adtive  noxious  power, 
fucceeding  cold,  or  fo  alternating  with  it, 
that  the  ftimulus  might  be  increafed  by 
its  effect,  diredts  all  its  peculiar  force  to 
the  furface  of  the  body.  Hence  after 
much  bleeding,  the  diforder  often  returns 
more  obftinate.  The  reafon  of  this  is  very 
plain,  after  u.nderftanding  the  principles 
of  this  dodtrine.  Venefedtion  leffens  the 
fthenic  Diathefis  chiefly  in  the  capillary 
and  perfpiratory  veflels  difpofed  in  the 
tradl  of  the  mufcles,  the  confequences  of 
which  are  evident.  This  explication  is 
confirmed  by  the  certain  teftimony  of 
Pnyficians  often  complaining  tfiat  their 
delightful  remedy  is  vain,  viz.  venefec- 
tion. 


For 
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For  which  reafon  fweating,  which  we  ' 
fpoke  of,  particularly  belongs  to  the  cure 
of  this  diforder.  To  which  immediate 
recourfe  muft  be  had,  the  Dsatheiis  be- 
coming vehement,  chara&erized  by  heat, 
pains  particularly  in  the  night  time,  and 
a hard  and  flrong  pulfe ; firft  taking  XII, 
ounces  of  blood  away,  and  obferving  the 
fame  plan,  I propofed,  in  point  of  tem- 
perature and  victuals.  Which  fweating 
that  it  may  the  more  freely  flow  from  the 
body,  and  continue  the  longer,  is  to  be 
excited  by  Dovers  powder,  and  to  be  kept 
up  for  about  twelve'  hours,  then  abated 
by  degrees  till  the  abating  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  and  if  the  return  of  thefe  is  found, 
it  is  again  to  be  excited  in  proportion  to 
the  fame.  The  remainder  of  the  cure  is 
to"  be  committed  to  other  remedies  and 
particularly  to  an  exadt  temperature  and 
low  diet. 

In  the  Ample  Synocha,  Scarlatina,  Cyn- 
anche  Tonflllaris,  Catarrh,  Eryfipelas 
and  alfo  in  the  mild  pox  and  meafles. 
Sweating,  blooding  and  purging,  are  to  be 

ufed. 
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ufed,  only  in  proportion  to  the  violence  of 
the  Diathefis;  (fee  page  93,  &c.  Vol.  II.) 
the  patient  fame  time  ufing  only  a fpare 
diet  with  diluted  drinks  and  keeping  up 
tranquillity  of  mind  as  much  as  poflible. 
The  Diatnefis  is  often  fo  mild  that  the 
ufe  of  one  or  other  of -the  remedies  will 
be  found  fuflicient.  That  is  very  moderate 
where  the  horrour,  languor  and  heat,  are 
but  trifling,  particularly  in  the  beginning. 
The  difeafe  may  alfo  be  judged  of  from 
the  ftate  of  the  organs  whether  voluntary 
or  involuntary.  Where  the  force  of  the 
ftomach  remains  found,  it  is  a proof 
of  moderate  excitement  throughout  the 
fyftem.  In  a mild  difeafe  often  a purge  of 
Glauber’s  fait  will  be  found  to  remove  it, 
and  without  this,  cold,  reft,  and  abfti- 
ncnce  have  often  brought  back  the  morbid 
excitement  to  a falutary  one,  or  often 
without  fuch  cold  abftinence  and  reft 
will  reduce  fuch  a Diathefis.  A thoufand 
times  have  the  Cynanche  Tonftllaris  the 
Catarrh,  and  the  fimple  Synocha,  nay 
even  the  Erylipelas  itfelf  attended  with  an 

inflam- 
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inflammation  of  the  face,  been  thus  remov- 
ed. Nor  does  the  Scarlatina,  tho  even  fo 
violent  prove  too  powerful  for  this  fame 
adminillration. 

During  the  cure,  the  proportion  be- 
tween the  magnitude  of  the  excitement 
and  of  the  Diathefis  is  to  be  particularly 
attended  to,  and  all  other  diftindtion  to 
be  laid  alide.  For  as  under  this  fenfe  the 
fimple  Synocha  has  been  above  dis- 
tinguished from  the  phrenetica,  the  mild 
Eryfipelas  from  the  levere.  So  it  often 
happens  that  the  Catarrh  arifes  to  that 
height,  as  to  threaten  us  with,  or  a<5tualjy 
bring  on  a Perpneumony,  and  that  the  lat- 
ter is  much  more  lenient  than  ufual,  In 
which  cafes  no  refpedt  muff  be  had  to 
other  diftindlions,  but  the  magnitude  of 

the  excitement  alone  fhould  be  the  rule 

> 1 ’ 

of  the  Phytician. 

Another  very  ufeful  admonition  is  af- 
ter having  diligently  confidered  the  prin- 
ciples, to  judge  prudently  of  the  flare  of 
the  pulfe  and  of  the  temperature.  The 
Vol.  II.  Z pulfes 
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pulfes  in  all  fthenic  diforders  are  mo- 
derately quick  y to  this  is  joined  hardnefs 
and  a certain  fulnefs.  Whenever  there- 
fore they  are  very  quick,  we  may  fufpedt 
that  the  fthenic  Diathefis  is  pafted  over 
to  the  afthenic  one,  and  the  too  great 
excitement  into  a contrary  ftate,  or  that 
the  diforder  was  afthenic  from  the  be- 
ginning. In  order  to  take  away  this 
doubt,  and  afcertain  the  truth,  the  nox- 
ious exciting  powers,  the  habit  of  the 
body,  and  the  age  muft  be  confidered,  or 
whether  any  contagious  matter,  was  the 
forerunner  or  not.  Heat  of  the  fkin  is 
common  and  uncertain  to.thefe  diforders, 
and  Fevers  of  a quite  contrary  mark;  which 
heat,  as  it  depends  on  the  perfpiration  be- 
ing obftruded,  both  to  the  fthenic  and  af- 
thenic difeafes,  it  muft  be  remembered 
that  in  the  one  it  depends  on  debility , and 
in  the  other  on  vigour,  in  order  to  afcer- 
tain  with  more  certainty  which  of  thefe 
it  arifes  from ; the  other  fymptoms,  and 
the  noxious  exciting  powers,  are  to  be 
attended  to.  In  order  to  know  with  more 
* certainty. 
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certainty,  what  this  fymptom  arifes  from, 
the  other  fymptoms,  and  the  noxious  ex- 
citing powers,  are  to  be  infpedled.  In  fine, 
the  only  way  to  know  whether  the  excite- 
ment be  redundant  or  deficient  (fee  page 
1 2 and  20  Vol.  ii)  is  to  be  afcertained 
from  the  common  fymptoms ; and  we 
mufl  not  judge  rafhly  from  any  peculiar 
form. 

Having  compared  the  above  mentioned 
marks  with  all  the  others,  and  with  the 
Diathefis,  prepare  for  the  antiflhenic  or 
flimulant  method  of  cure.  The  more 
violent  flhenic  diforders,  fuch  as  I men- 
tioned firft  can  fcarce  be  miflaken. 
Which  as  they  are  eafily  dizerned  from 
their  almofl  fimilar,  viz.  the  aflhenic, 
fo,  if  this  diflindlion  fhould  feem  to  any 
one  doubtful  let  him  obferve  that  venefe<5li- 
on  is  to  be  ufed  not  even  in  flhenic  com- 
plaints of  a mild  nature  (fee  page  175  &c. 
Vol.  II.)  much  lefs  in  the  aflhenic  ones, 
to  which  a debilitating  power  is  fo  hurt- 
ful, and  thus  from  being  warned,  let  him 
underfland  that  a method  reverfe  to  the 

7. ; 2 
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noxious  powers  will  be  thus  free  from 
errour  and  miftake.  For  if  there  be  a 
Diathefis,  tho’  fthenic,  yet  of  a mild 
nature;  an  inconfiderate  venefedtion  will 
often  throw  it  into  a oppofite  difeafe  and 
will  always  be  ufelefs.  If  on  the  other 
hand,  a difeafe  fhould  deceive  us  from  a 
fthenic  appearance,  and  yet  during  its 
courfe  fhould  fhew  itfelf  to  be  an  afthenic 
one ; in  this  cafe  whatever  blood  has  been 
taken,  will  ferve  only  to  increafe  the  dis- 
order. Yet  this  pernicious  method  of 
cure  is  daily  pradtifed.  Which  fends  fo 
many  to  the  grave,  and  is  an  eternal 
plague  to  mankind. 

As  hunger,  cold  and  purging  are  Suffi- 
cient to  check  the  violent  Phlogiftic  ftate 
of  the  Small  pox,  So  whenever  this  method 
is  negledted,  and  the  eruption  confined, 
there  this  ftate  takes  place,  and  a trial  mud 
‘ be  made  of  as  many  of  the  remedies  men- 
tioned as  are  neceffary.  Sweating  is  but 
for  this  reafon  to  be  avoided  ; becaufe  the 
ftimulus  attending  it,  by  increafing  the 
fthenic  Diathefis  in  the  Skin,  contributes 

to 
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to  obltrudt  the  perfpirable  fluid,  to  detain 
the  contagious  matter  under  the  cuticle, 
and  to  increafe  the  pyrexy,  hence  the  fymp- 
tomatic  inflammation  commonly  called  the 
fecondary  Fever.  This  intention  of  cure 
is  taken  from  the  above  mentioned  fymp- 
tom,  and  does  not  at  all  contradiA  the 
precepts  here  delivered,  (fee  page  158  to 
163,  Vol.  II.)  although  fure  practice  has 
proved  that  the  above  mentioned  remedies 
are  fufficient  for  removing  fuch  difeafes, 
yet  before  the  eruption,  nothing  militates 
with  the  practice  of  venefettion,  and 
lvveating,  which  are  proper  in  this,  as 
well  as  the  other  fthenic  complaints.  In 
fine,  as  low  diet,  cold  and  purging  fo 
furelv  correfpond,  fo  the  other  reme- 
dies that  deflroy  the  fthenic  Diathefis,  are 
proved  to  have  the  fame  effect  in  this  cafe 
alfo.  Which  we  mud  fay  is  a proof  of 
the  confiftency  of  thefe  principles ; nor 
are  we  to  think  the  fmali  pox  different  in 
nature  from  the  other  fthenic  diforders  at- 
tended with  pyrexy,  except  in  the  eruption 
&c.  requiring  a determined  time  to  run  its 

courfe 
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courfe  together  with  the  cure,  (fee  the 
hillory  of  the  fmall  pox) 

Whenever,  as  in  the  gaftritis,  enteritis, 
nephritis,  cyftitis,  hy  fieri  tis,  hepatitis, 
(Vol.  II.  page  123)  the  fthenic  Dia- 
thefis,  is  accidentally  conjoined  with  a 
pyrexy,  which  has  been  excited  by  the 
operation  of  ftimulants,  of  acrids,  of 
compreflion,  &c.  or  by  any  of  the  before 
mentioned  noxious  powers,  operating  on 
any  fenfible  part  only.  I fay,  this  Dia- 
thefis,  becaufe  it  exafperates  the  pyrexy, 
is  to  be  cured  by  proper  remedies,  viz. 
debilitants  which  we  have  lately  pointed 
out. 

Together  with  thefe  remedies  now  men- 
tioned, peace,  and  tranquillity  of  mind 
muft  be  obferved  during  every  part  of  the 
Diathefis  as  much  as  poflible  and  that  in 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  Dia- 
thefis, and  the  more  fo,  if  the  llimulus  of 
thought  and  of  the  affedions  of  a more 
violent  nature,  be  principal  agents  in 
keeping  up  the  diforder. 


In 
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In  the  mania  therefore  and  pervigilium 
particular  attention  muft  be  had  to  this 
precept.  In  the4<*ttef1mtenfe  ftudy,  and 
commotion  of  mind,  efpeciafly  at  late 
hours,  muft  be  avoided  ; dull  books  are 
to  be  read  when  alone,  paflion,  revenge, 
remembrance  of  beloved  objeds,  or  former 
cimes  (page  140  Vol.  II.)  muft  be  a- 
voided ; and  various  ftimuli,  which  by 
their  extreme  operation,  wafte  the  excitabi- 
lity and  induce  lleep,  fuch  as  exercife, 
ftrong  drink  often  taken,  but  in  ftnall 
quantity,  moderate  fupper  and  laftly  heat 
are  to  be  ufed,  which  bring  on  indirett 
debility . 

This  point  of  fo  much  moment  to  the 
confirming  this  dodrine,  is  evident  from 
the  fame  remedies  being  falutary  in  mania' 
which  are  fo  in  pervigilium,  but  in  an 
increafed  magnitude.  Thus  it  is  not 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  both 
which  are  here  deftroyed,  but  a ftate  con- 
trary to  thefe  is  induced  ; hence  the  dis- 
turbance 01  mind,  and  the  enormous 
vigour  of  thought  are  to  be  combated, 

and 
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and  as  a too  great  force  of  the  mind  is  a 
very  unhappy  ftate,  fo  fear  and  terrour 
mud;  be  ufed  ; the  in  fane  are  to  be  oper- 
ated on  to’defpair. 

In  Obefity  avoid  animal  food  and  ufe 
proper  exercife,  keeping  up  a due  degree 
of  perfpiration,  but  not  fo  much  as  to 
induce  indirect  debility  &c*  In  fadt  the 
common  method  of  cure  muft  be  put  in 
practice  that  the  too  great  excitement  may 
be  reduced  to  a falutary  ftate. 

Confequently  lefs  food,  which  in  this 
is  peculiarly  noxious  muft  be  given,  and 
more  exercife  undergone.  Thefe  are  ge- 
nerally fufficient  for  the  cure. 

The  beft  method  of  diminilhing  food 
is  to  join  vegetable  matter  to  the  animal 
fort.  The  next  is  to  abftain  from  the 
latter  and  eat  more  plentifully  of  the  for- 
mer. ' The  frft  of  thefe  is  more  proper 
for  thofe  who  are  predifpofed  to  diforders 
cf  debility  fuch  as  the  gout,  dyfpepfy 

from 
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from  a long  habit  of  luxury,  afthma,  e- 
pilepfy,  and  other  difeafes  of  the  fame  fort. 
The  latter  anfwers  only  for  thofe,  who 
are  predifpofed  to  fthenic  pyrexies,  being 
alfo  vigorous,  and  in  the  bloom  of  life. 
Yet  this  is  not  to  be  followed  in  this 
condition  of  the  fyftem  unlefs  for  a time, 
becaufe  fo  great  is  the  force  of  this  power 
in  debilitating,  that  while  it  is  fufficient 
and  even  more  than  equal  to  the  cure  of 
Obefity,  efpecially  when  accompanied  with 
exercife,  yet  it  is  fo  peculiarly  fitted  for 
caufing  the  afihenic  Diathefis,  and  all  dif- 
orders  depending  thereon,  that  too  long 
and  liberal  a ufe  of  it  might  be  dangerous. 


A a Tbe 
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The  ASTHENIC  DIATHESIS. 

BEFORE  the  perturbation  of  the 
functions,  which  only  comeson  at 
the  very  commencement  of  a violent  dif- 
eafe,  all  the  fenfes  are  more  dull  than 
ufual,  the  voluntary  and  involuntary 
motions  are  perfonpied  with  more  diffi- 
culty or  are  more  kardy,  the  acutenefs  of 
the  mind  is  lefs  and  the  fenfibility  and 
affections  become  more  languid.  That 
the  heart  and  arteries  languish,  is  evident 
by  the  pulfe  ; the  extreme  veffels  on  the 
furface  of  the  body,  are  alfo  in  a ftate  of 
weaknefs,  as  is  manifest  from  palenefs  and 
drynefs  of  the  fkin,  and  from  the  dimi- 
nution of  humours  and  drying  up  of 
ulcers,  and  from  the  perfeCt  abfence  of 
the  Phlogiftic  Diathefis,  which  may  pro- 
duce fymptoms  very  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
fuch  a Diathefis  , imbecillity  clearly 
evinces  horrour  of  the  mufcles,  and  the 
want  of  femen  or  milk,  the  defeCt  of  in- 
ternal fecretions.  The  impotence  of  the 

aigeftive 
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digeftive  organs,  is  manifefl  from  the 
want  or  defire  for  food,  from  loathing  of 
the  fame,  and  from  fometimes  being 
thirfty,  troubled  with  ficknefs,  vomiting, 
weaknefs  of  body,  and  evident  want  of 
blood.  In  this  Diathefis,  whether  as  yet 
confifting  in  predifpofition  only,  and, 
not  yet  arrived  at  that  height  which  con- 
ftitutes  a difeafe,  the  faculties  of  the  mind 
are  alfo  clearly  difftmiSiaek  Thus  both 
our  corporeal  and  mental  powers  are  di- 
miniihed. 


The  ASTHENIC  DIATHESIS. 

Illujirated  from  the  explication  of  the 

SYMPTOMS. 


HORROUR  is  no  .contrary  fymptom, 
of  the  more  greivous  afthenic  dif- 
eafes,  whenever  deficient  perfpiration,  its 
caufe,  takes  place.  The  caufe  of  this 
defedt  here  is,  from  the  weaknefs  of  the 

A a 2 whole 
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whole  fyftem,  that  imbecillity  of  the  heart 
and  arteries,  by  which  they  with  diffi- ' 
culty  propel  their  fluids  to  any  part,  and 
with  more  difficulty  ftill,  or  fcarce  at  all 
to  the  extreme  veffels.  Hence  perfpirati- 
on  is  fuppreffied.  The  fame  explication 
may  be  given  of  cold,  when  it  is  attended 
with  horrour. 

In  aflhenic  affections- -the  pulfes  are 
weak,  foft,  fmall,  and  very  quick.  This 
foftnefs,  whenever  it  is  perceptible 
through  its  fmallnefs,  as  likewife  this 
fmallnefs  arifes  through  want  of  blood, 
and  this  alfo  fprings  from  the  deficiency 
of  animal  food  and  too  great  ufe  of  ve- 
getables, or  victuals,  defective  in  quantity, 
whether  of  one  or  the  other  fort  during 
the  time  of  the  predifpofition. 

i ' 

I fay,  the  caufe  of  the  debility  and  great 
quicknefs  of  the  pulfe  is  the  defeCt  of 
food  and  all  the  other  ftimuli,  as  flrong 
drink,  exercife  of  body  and  mind,  and 
fcarcity  of  blood. 


Since 
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Since  by  degrees  the  redundant  excita- 
bility can  only  be  worn  out,  and  ftrength 
repaired  ; therefore  if  at  any  time  the 
pulles  grow  fuller  and  harder  fooner  than 
what  is  natural ; and  eafe  is  not  got  in 
proportion,  that  is  a bad  lign  ; and  arifes 
from  a too  ftimulant  method  of  cure 
being  attempted  through  too  violent  ex- 
erciles  of  body  or  mind,  or  too  great  a 
ufe  of  flimulants,  particularly  of  thofe 
that  are  highly  diffufible  which  will  bring 
on  indirect  debility  or  an  afthenic  Dia- 
thefis,  whether  ufed  bv  people  labouring 
already  under  dire  51  debility , or,  other  wife, 
that  is,  whether  in  found  health,  in  a ftate 
of  propen fity  to  difeafe,  or  in  difeafe  it- 

ftlf. 

> 

The  fame  defed  that  induces  a palenefs 
of  the  Ikin,  prevents  alfo  perfpiration,  viz. 
the  debility  of  the  heart  and  arteries. 
Hence  a fufficient  quantity  of  blood  is  not 
driven  to  the  furface  of  the  body. 

T he  headach,  which  is  a very  frequent 
fymptom  of  afthenic  affedions,  as  alfo 

pain 
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pain  in  the  joints,  which  is  lefs  frequent, 
arifes  from  want  of  blood;  for  this  is  the 
efFedt  of  it  not  diftending  the  veflels ; 
and  as  a moderate  diftention,  fuch  as 
is  ufual  in  found  health,  creates  an 
agreeable  one,  and . whatever  is  above 
or  below  this,  produces  a difagreeable 
fenfition,  therefore  pain  takes  place  here. 
But  much  lefs  is  inflammation  to  be 
fufpedted  hers  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  pain, 
than  in  a Phlogiflic  diforder  ; becaufe  not 
only  pain,  but  even  delirium  itfelf,  fo 
ealily  yields  to  ftimulant  remedies ; which 
would  not  be  eafily  done,  if  fo  tender  and 
fen  Able  an  organ,  and  fo  neceflary  for  life, 
fhould  labour  under  a grievance  fo  power- 
ful to  deftroy  the  texture  of  the  part 
afFedted. 

Nor  can  begun  delirium  be  well  im- 
puted to  inflammation,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  which  on  the  contrary  is  to  be 
attributed  to  a fcarcity  of  blood,  and  to 
the  defect  of  other  ftimuli ; nor  is  this  to 
be  doubted ; for  all  ftimulant  remedies, 
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which  are  of  little  ufe  towards  filling 
the  vefTels,  fo  happily  and  fo  foon  deftroy 
all  aflhenic  delirium  ; and  when  after  the 
violence  of  the  difeafe  is  overcome  health 
is  brought  back  and  eflablifhed,  by  fuffi- 
cient  nourifhment  and  the  operations  of 
the  mind  reflored  to  a found  ftate.  I fay, 
the  efFedt  of  thofe  remedies  in  this  cafe 
prove  the  truth  of  our  affections. 

Thirfl  and  heat,  which  characterize 
aflhenic  no  lefs  than  Phlogiflic  difeafes, 
nor  are  they  lefs  frequent  figns  of  them, 
arife  from  the  aflhenic  Diathefis,  operat- 
ing in  the  fauces  and  the  whole  fyflem  ; 
here  obflrudting  perforation,  there  the  ex- 
cretions of  faliva,  exhalable  fluids,  and 
mucous  matter,  on  account  of  the  debili- 
ty and  relaxation  of  the  extreme  vefTels. 
From  thence  the  jaws  lubricated  with 
undue  humours,  burn  with,  thirfl.  Hence 
when  the  perfpirable  fluid  is  retained  under 
the  fkin,  heat  is  accumulated  along  with  it, 
which  is  ufualiy,  in  free  perfpiration  difli- 
pated  in  the  air,  in  confequence  of  which 

the 
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the  fyflem  remains  almoft  in  the  fame 
degree  of  temperature  always.  But  heat 
receives  little  increafe  from  excitement, 
or,  as  is  ufually  termed,  from  the  princi- 
ple of  life,  fi nee  it  happens  both  in 
Phlogiflic  Diathefis  and  in  indirect  as  well 
as  diretl  debility.  But  the  debility  of  the  • 
veflels  in  the  furface  of  the  body,  under 
which  the  covering  of  the  fauces  and  that 
part  appropriated  for  the  pafiage  of  air,  are 
comprehended,  is  a part  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  that  of  the  heart  and  arteries, 
and  this  latter  alfo  of  the  whole  fyftem. 

Thirfl  is  much  more  frequent  and  trou- 
blefome  in  afthenic,  than  in  fthenic  dif- 
eafes,  and  is  a more  intolerable  affe&ion. 
A loathing  bf  food  or  want  of  appetite, 
arc  the  forerunners  of  this  flate  and  its  fuc- 
ceffors  are  ficknefs,  vomiting,  often  acute 
pain  of  the  ftomach,  and  other  various 
complaints.  The  explication  of  which 
ihall  be  our  next  bufinefs.  Want  of  appetite 
and  loathing  of  food,  depend  on  the  debi- 
lity of  the  whole  fyftem ; as  all  the  anti- 
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cedent  noxious  powers  which  caufe  that 
affedtion,  by  their  debilitating  power  tefti- 
fy ; as  alfo  by  this,  that  the  remedies 
which  adt  by  Simulating  and  ftrengthen- 
ing,  check  the  violence  of  thefe  affedions, 
as  well  as  cure  them.  The  caufe  of  a 
good  appetite  i^  the  ftrong  and  found 
contraction  of  the  fibres  of  the  fame,  by 
which  digeftion  is  kept  up,  as  alfo  the 
action  of  fome  fluid,  fuch  as  the  gaftric 
juice,  or  faliva,  for  the  effedt  of  which 
a confiderable  degree  of  vigour  is  ne- 
ceflary  in  the  ftomach.  But  in  cafe  of 
debility , none  of  thefe  things  can  take 
place  ; the  fibres  are  not  ftrongly  contradt- 
ed,  the  veflels  do  not  pour  out  their  ex- 
treme fluids,  received  vidtuals  into  the 
ftomach  are  not  digefted,  when  they 
are  expelled  by  the  ftomach,  but  moft 
part  of  them  remains  unchanged.  Hence 
food  is  not  defired,  nay,  in  a violent  difi. 
order,  it  is  even  rejedted. 

Thus  has  third  been  explained,  and 
thus  muft  ficknefs,  which,  depending  on 
Vol.  II.  B b the 
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the  fame  caufe,  as  a higher  affedion,  be 
accounted  for.  For  where  the  powers 
are  vigourous,  there  is  a moft  agreeable 
and  pleafant  fenfation,  as  well  over  the 
whole  fyftem,  as  about  the  ftomach,  and 
the  parts  bordering  upon  it,  but  quite  the 
reverfe,  in  thofe  afthenic  affedions. 

As  for  vomiting,  it  is  more  intolerable 
than  all  thefe  grievances  put  together. 
For  fuch  is  the  debility  and  laxity  of  the 
fibres,  in  this  cafe,  fuch  the  colledion  of 
dirty  crudities,  together  with  the  corrupt- 
ed air,  in  fuch  a date  attending  the  diften- 
tion  of  the  ftomach, that  the  oppreffed  fibres 
are  unable  to  perform  their  ufual  motion, 
commonly  called  the  Perijlaltic.  And  as 
this  motion,  whether  in  good  or  bad  health 
is  direded  by  a ftimulus  to  a contrary  part ; 
when  the  ftimulus  is  from  the  mouth,  it 
is  driven  downwards,  when  from  the 
ftomach  upwards ; fo  filthinefs  and  air 
/ being  evolved,  of  which  we  fpoke  o- 
perates  as  a local  ftimulus,  and  the  moti- 
ons it  excite^,  tend  upwards,  which  in- 
verted motion  can  never  be  agreeable,  as 
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being  contrary  to  nature  ; hence  ficknefs  / 
before  vomiting.  This  motion  always 
continues  violent  for  a little  time,  becaufe 
the  local  ftimulus  excites  the  mufcular 
fibres  into  violent  and  enormous  motions; 
hence  rifes  vomiting,  and  other  afthenic 
Symptoms.  * 

Spafm,  is  the  caufe  of  the  pain  in  the 
ftomach,  in  the  inteftines  or  any  where 
elfe,  whether  inwardly  or  externally  in  an 
afthenic  Diathefis,  which  is  the  refult 
of  the  fibres  in  the  organs  of  involuntary 
motion  being  relaxed  and  deftitute  of 
tone,  through  the  debility  common  to 
the  whole  fyftem,  along  with  the  diftend- 
ing  matter.  The  offending  matter  in  the 
ftomach,  hard  fsces  in  the  inteftines,  or 
extricated  air  in  both  ; is  the  fordes, 
whofe  effedt  in  diftention  does  not  fo 
much  depend  on  itfelf,  as  on  the  laxity 
of  the  fibres,  which- it  diftends.  For  the 
diftending  force  that  oppreffes  fuch  fibres, 
is  refilled  and  its  diftention  oppofed  by 
powerful  ones  and  thofe  that  contain 
real  vigour.  But  when  they  are  relaxed, 
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of  which  fort  we  are  here  fpeaking, 
the  more  they  are  acted  on,  the  more 
they  give  way,  until  after  having  loft  the 
power  of  alternate  contraction  and  relaxa- 
tion they  remain  immoveably  contracted. 
Which  in  the  former  ftate  is  a confequence 
of  that  property  of  the  mufcular  fibres  with 
which  they  contract  when  under  fuch  cir- 

cumftances,  not  like  common  elaftic  mat- 

# 

ter  after  the  extending  caufe  is  removed, 
but  even  if  fuch  thould  continue.  During 
this  operation,  this  air  caufing  the  fenfible 
fibres  to  undergo  a certain,  degree  of  vio- 
lence, hence  pain.  A proof  that  more  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  laxity  of  the  fibres 
than  to  the  diftending  matter  in  this  ope- 
ration, is  the  variation  of  the  tone  and 
denfity  by  ftimulants,  for  they  correfpond 
with  the  greateft  exaCtnefs  one  to  another, 
as  depending  on  the  fame  caufe.  Whence 
it  comes  that  contracting  themfelves  in  a 
found  ftate  j and  powerfully  aCting  againft 
one  another,  when  the  periftaltic  motion 
is  reftored,  they  expel  the  matter  that  ftill 
remains,  and  which  continues  to  diftend, 

they 
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they  expel  it,  I fay,  by  the  anus,  with- 
out any  other  ailiftance,  as  has  been  lately 
found  out. 

Thus  wine,  fpices,  volatile  alkali,  and 
the  preparations  of  opium,  have  the 
power  of  increafing  the  expulfion  of 
fuch  like  matters,  without  either  vomits 
or  clyfters,  in  a very  ihort  time. 

Pain,  which  affedts  fo  often  the  exterior 
parts  of  the  body  in  afthenic  complaints, 
depends  alfo  on  J'pafm , yet  not  conjoined 
with  diftenfive  matter.  In  other  cafes  a 
power,  not  material,  makes  exertions, 
viz.  a certain  attempt  of  the  will  to  move 
the  member  affedted..  By  this,  as  well  as 
in  the  other  cafe,  that  is,  that  of  the 
periftaltic  motion,  which  is  an  involuntary 
one,  beyond  doubt,  by  dritention  fpafm  is 
excited,  and  often  with  very  great  pain. 
Whence,  as  the  efFedt  is  the  fame,  viz. 
fpafm  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  debility , and 
to  be  removed  by  the  refloration  of 
vigour;  the  caufo  therefore  mull  necef- 
farily  be  tjie  fame,  and  muft  alfo  be  plac- 
ed 
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cd  to  the  fame  account  viz.  to  debility  with 
an  effedt  entirely  depending  on  diftention, 
and  having  an  equal  force  with  it.  Thus 
from  known  effects  we  may  often  fafely 
afcend  to  unknown  ones.  Pain,  of 
which  we  are  fpeaking  here,  regards  the 
Jpafms  of  the  mufcles.  But  there  is  ano- 
ther pain  lefs  local,  more  diffufed,  and 
equally  troublefome  which  is  not  caufed 
by  fpafm , but  by  another  local  ftimulus, 
equally  arifing  from  debility , equally  in- 
creafing  it,  and  attended  with  the  other 
figns  of  the  fame,  and  haftening  on  death 
by  further  debilitating.  This  arifes  from 
a mere  acid  which  fometimes  domineers 
with  great  debility  in  the  alimentary  ca- 
nal, of  this  chiefly  the  cholera  and  all  the 
affections  of  the  primae,  which  are  attend- 
ed by  vomitings  and  loofenings,  are  proofs, 

i 

Tli is  acid  is  not  the  fourfe  of  the 
caufe,'  but  a fymptom  coming  on  when 
the  difeafe  is  formed  from  its  caufe,  debi- 
lity, and  arifing  from  thence,  with 
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the  other  fymptoms  become  powerful 
is  deftroyed  by  the  fame  remedies. 
This  fame,  does  not  ceafe  to  increafe 
the  debility , whether  in  the  primae  vise, 
or  in  the  reft  of  the  fyftem,  proceeding 
from  the  peculiar  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  and 
extending  the  force  of  the  fame  to  the 
whole  fyftem,  but  chiefly  in  the  part 
where  it  more  immediately  refldes. 

But  although  the  produce  of  debility 
belongs  to  the  fame  fourfe  as  fpafm., 
there  is  no  need  of  any  method  of 
cure  either  to  change  it  or  caft  it  out 
except  the  common  one.  For  as  it 
begun,  fo  it  continues  on  to  depend  on 
the  common  caufe,  and  whatever  apper- 
tains to  the  cure  of  the  reft  of  the  fymp- 
toms, do  the  fame  with  refpe<ft  to  it.  For 
which,  as  in  the  cure  of fpafmy  ftimulants, 
not  vomits  and  clyfters,  nor  any  other 
debilitants  are  requiflte.  As  in  a convul- 
five  ftate  the  acid  above  mentioned  caufes 
inward  pain,  in  the  organs  of  involuntary 
motion  j fo  it  produces  outwardly  or  in 
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ihofe  organs  whofe  motions  arc  voluntary, 
fomething  of  the  fame  nature.  And  as  no 
matter  there  correfponds  to  the  de- 
tention, lb  none  here  correfponds  to 
the  pain.  Moreover  as  each  fpafm  of  the 
mufcles  reprefen ts  the  fpafmodic  caufe 
and  particularly  that  in  the  Tetanus  ; fo 
each  convultion  reprefents  the  convulfive 
caufe  3 and  above  all  others  the  Epilepfy. 
In  fine  reafon  proves  that  the  external 
and  internal  caufe  is  the  fame,  fo  the 
fame  proves  that  from  a known  effedt 
to  an  unknown  caufe  the  truth  is  often 
difcovered. 

The  fimple  courfe  arifing  from  a very 
flight  want  of  food  caufes  this  mofl 
grievous  offedlion,  viz  pain,  to  return  to 
the  place  we  deviated  from  pairr  when 
arifing  from  no  defedt  at  all,  in  point  of 
vidtuals.  See.  but  from  other  fourfes, 
caufes  often  a fpafmodic  or  convulfive 
pain.  Firft  for  the  reafons  above  menti- 
oned, food  is  not  defired  if  it  tends  to 
debilitate,  and  if  it  be  wanting  food,  I fay, 
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fuch  as  flefh  broths,  for  example,  is  held 
in  contempt ; feeondly,  if  likewise  no  lli- 
mulants  are  applied,  he  becomes  thiilly, 
and  cold  things  the  mod  debilitating  ot 
all  are  eagerly  defired  to  quench  the  third, 
will  be  preferred  and  fwal lowed  before  all 
the  delicacies  befides . Which  is  luc- 
ceeded  immediately  by  llcknefs  5 and 
if  not  relieved  by  a diffulible  dimulus, 
fuch  as  a glafs  of  liquors,  immediately 
proceeds  to  vomiting,  and  in  which 
cale  it  one  glafs  is  not  fufiicient  a fecond 
and  third  mud  be  given,  &c.  When 
the  affedtion  is  a little  more  grievous,  an 
acute  pain  arifes  in  the  domach  during 
vomiting,  jud  as  if  a dagger  was  cutting 
it  tranfverfely.  And  if  the  affedtion  is 
dill  more  grievous,  by  the  caufe  dill  a&ing 
more  violently,  he  fufFers  alljdnds  of 
punifhment,  nis  headachs  jud  if  it  was 
druck  with  a hammer  j>ar  t-M>u bt r iy  i h-rs 
head.  As  the  dildffe^ which  is  not  im- 
mediately communicated  to  the  intedind 
canal  for  the  mod  parr,  for  the  domach 
is  modiy  the  feat  at  fird,  but  during 
Vol,  II,  C c the 
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the  continuance  of  the  diforder  often 
{tools  are  obtained,  attended  with  great 
* pain  and  twitting  of  the  guts,  but 
oftener  which  is  lefs  to  be  wondered  at 
a eonttipation  of  the  bowels  takes  place, 
and  the  periftaltic  motion  is  inverted, 
in  which  cafe  the  patient  experiences  all 
kinds  of  punifhment  or  dittrefs,  vomit- 
ing and  belly-ach  take  place.  Under  the 
head  of  affedtions  juft  mentioned  are  com- 
prehended the  dyfpepfy,  gout  itfelf,  diar- 
rhea, dyfentery,  cholera,  colic,  the  worms, 
confumption  both  the  puerile  Atrophies  as 
they  call  them,  and  the  greatett  number  of 
difeafes  in  our  time. — During  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe  and  by  the  debilitating  noxi- 
ous  powers  always  increaling  the  dilea-fe, 
the  exterior  parts  of  the  body  are  drawn 
into  confent,  and  the  organs  of  voluntary 
motion  attacked.  Sometimes  the 

legs,  then  the  arms,  and  other  parts  are 
varioufty  diftorted  by  fpafms.  Sometimes 
the  bread;  on  all  fides,  fometimes  the 
fhoulders,  and  then  the  fides,  with  the 
back  and  neck  are  tortured.  But  what 
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part  of  the  body  is  exempted  from  pain, 
not  the  region  of  the  loins,  liver  or  fto- 
mach  , in  which,  tho’  the  acute  pains 
that  exifl  in  them,  and  are  imputed  to 
inward  inflammation,  yet  they  really  arife 
from  the  fpafmodic  and  convulflve  moti- 
ons. That  this  is  their  true  origin  is 
confirmed  by  the  ufe  of  flimuli,  that  often 
puts  an  end  to  fuch  dilorders  either  im- 
mediately or  in  a fliort  time,  and  replaces 
found  health;  it  is  confirmed  alfo  by  the 
unhappy  confequences  attending  the  con- 
trary method  of  cure,  which  prefcribes 
venefedlion,  different  purges  and  abfti- 
nence,  by  which  it  returns  with  more 
violence  again,  as  abfiinence  alone  is  fufii- 
cient  to  create  evils,  fo  high  living  hath 
been  equal  to  deftroy  them. — Thefe  fame 
pains  as  they  are  at  one  time  joined  with 
enormous  motion,  at  another  happen 
without  it,  fo  they  are  intiiely  foreign 
from  thofe  ofpnflainmation.  Which  pains 
therefore -wfe  to  be  joined  to  the  concourfe 
of  afthenic  fymptcms,  and  are  to  be  di- 
ilinguithed  from  others  that  have  their 
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origin  from  a different  fource.  Both 
Phlogiftic  and  afthenic  Diathefis  mark 
their  own  peculiar  pains.  This  obfewa- 
tion  is  of  great  fervice  to  the  general  dis- 
orders and  intirely  overturns  the  common 
received  methods  of  cure.  The  head-ach, 
that  frequent  complaint  is  to  be  cured  by 
ftimulant  remedies  and  by  no  means  to  be 
treated  with  debilitants. 

i 

Symptoms  of  perturbation  occur  as 
well  in  the  more  greivous  afthenic 
diforders  as  in  the  Phlogiftic  ones.  Such 
the  head  undergoes  in  the  epilepfy,  apo- 
plexy, and  Fevers  ; the  lungs  in  the  afthma, 
the  alimentary  canal  in  the  cholera,  colic, 
dyfpepfy  and  gout.  Thus  in  the  alimen- 
tary canal  befides  the  pains  above  menti- 
oned, there  are  other  burning  fenfati- 
ons,  anguiff,  contorted,  and  direful  pu- 
nifliments,  which  are  fo  very  terrif,  ing  to 
him  that  feels  the  the  pain  as  well  as  to 
the  ftanders  by  and  creates  a fufpicion  of 
inflammation  being  the  caufe.  V bich 
is  very  and  always  has  been  a diiiicult 
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thing  for  thofc  that  fee  fuch  difturbancc 
and  tumult;  and  are  young  pra&itioners 
cr  ill  informed  phyficians.  Which  dif- 
orders  neverthelefs,  have  nothing  to 
do  with  inflammation,  and  depend  in- 
tirely  on  the  the  contrary  Hate  of  the 
fyftem ; which  is  proved  by  that  fo 
often  happy  cure  by  Simulants,  when- 
ever put  to  the  trial.  Opium  and  wine 
when  adminiftred  are  proofs  of  the  lame 
thing,  as  alfo  other  diffulible  ftimuli, 
alone  with  thele  broths  of  flefli  meat 
and  flefh  meat  itfelf  and  at  laft  the 
ufual  food  and  accuflomed  manner  of 
living;  with  caution  not  to  ufe  debili- 
tants  is  proper  treatment.  Which  method 
of  cure  demonftrates  that  thefe  affcdions 
are  free  from  inflammation,  as  well  as  all 
the  parts  of  a Phlogiftic  Diathefls.  More- 
over common  Phlogiflic  inflammation,  be- 
paufe  it  feems  to  occupy  an  outward 
fpot  is  another  proof  that  inflammation 
is  not  to  be  fufpected  to  be  the  caufe 
in  this  place. 


The 
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The  afthenic  perturbation  of  the 
lungs  fo  often  tortures  us  with  intole 
rable  and  fettled  pain,  that  in  order  to 
deftroy  it,  no  moderation  is  appointed 
for  venefedtion,  which  has  not  only 
been  ufelefs,  but  often  detrimental  and 
pernicious  ; when  on  the  contrary  fti- 
mulant  remedies  have  ^always  anfwered. 
The  breath  is  interrupted  to  fuch  a 
degree,  and  all  that  attend  a proper  pe- 
ripneumony,  are  fo  apparent  that  it 
is  fufpedted,  or  rather  faithfully  be- 
lieved that  an  inflammation  is  prefent. 
But  if  there  be  any  apparent  difference 
between  this  affedtion  and  that  of  in- 
flammation, that  fhadow  of  diflindtion 
does  not  lead  us  to  reject  our  inflani- 
mation,  but  only  brings  on  a queftion 
concerning  its  feat.  But  the  arguments 
above  mentioned  are  a fufflcient  proof 
that  there  is  no  inflammation  here  at 
all,  at  lead  not  as  the  caufe,  and  that 
it  is  a difeafe  of  true  debility.  By  an 
Antiphlogiftic  method  of  cure  the  dis- 
order increufes,  but  when  a ftimulant 
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is  applied  it  is  diminished  or  dedroyed 
and  that  very  foon. 

Thofe  formidable  fymptoms  of  per- 
turbation, which  attend  the  epilepfy, 
apoplexy,  and  Fevers,  fuch  as  fleep  and 
ftupor  are  often  falfe ; which  are  called 
lethargic  madnefs^  &c.  In  the  latter 
is  oblerved  the  darning  of  the  tendons, 
in  the  former  convulfion  and  a di- 

minution of  voluntary  motions,  which 
have  often  been  referred  to  irritation, 
as  the  lethargic  madnefs,  darting  of 

the  tendons,  and  partly  to  a plethora 
or  elfe  to  mobility  joined  with  it;  all 
thefe  without  didindtion  are  owing  to 
that  fame  caufe,  which  comprehends 
all  the  adhenic  difeafes,  viz.  to  de- 

bility* Which  is  tedified  by  the  de- 
bilitating noxious  powers,  which  alone 
bring  on  thefe  difeafes,  as  alfo  by  the 
remedies,  whofe  whole  operation  con- 

fids  in  dimulating,  which  eafe  and  re- 
move thefe  very  fame  difeafes.  In  vain 
does  the  plethora  put  on  the  made  of  an 

apoplexy, 
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apoplexy,  as  if  at  that  time  or  period 
of  life  when  the  body  is  near  dead  and 
blood  lefs,  viz.  when  the  ufual  food 
is  neither  wanted,  taken,  nor  digested,  in 
which  cafe  how  can  more  blood  be  ex- 
pected than  in  the  molt  flourilhing  and 
ftrong  date.  On  the  contrary  when  an 
apoplexy  comes  on,  from  a long  con- 
tinuance or  too  great  excitement  in  the 
way  of  life,  the  folids  languish,  the 
fluids  are  defective  and  their  fountain, 
the  blood  is  weakened,  through  indirect 
debility.  The  fame  debility  is  found  in 
the  Epilepfy,  the  fame  is  the  caufe  of 
fcarcity  of  blood,  only  it  is  oftener  attend- 
ant on  indirect  debility . Fevers  may  conflfl: 
in  indirect  debility , as  in  the  confluent 
fmall  pox,  or  where  drunken nefs  was 
the  principle  caufe  that  excited  thofe 
Fevers ; but  this  is  much  oftener  direbt 
debility.  And  in  all  the  cafes  laid  down 
the  origin  of  the  caufe,  and  end  of  thefe 
fymptoms,  as  that  of  the  other  ones,  that 
caufe  perturbation,  is  debility. — Other 
arguments  may  be  drawn  from  the  mul- 
titude 
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titude  of  affections  ih  moft  fthenic  difeafes 
which,  tho’  ihey  really  feem  to  arife  from 
too  great  a force  of  the  powers  of  life,  ab- 
folutely  depend  on  debility , as  is  evident 
from  their  being  removed  by  the  applica- 
tion of  flimulant  powers. 


Of  SLEEP  and  V I G I L I A. 

THE  excitability  of  animals  is  of  fuch  a 
nature  that  it  can  neither  be  redun- 
dant nor  deficient  without  injury  to  the 
fyftem,  redundancy  caufes  diredl,  and  defi- 
ciency indirect  debility.  Each  exciting  power 
extended  beyond  proper  bounds  caufes  the 
latter,  and  being  deficient  the  former  a 
great  force  of  them,  fleep  and  a deficiency 
of  the  fame  vigilia,  provided  they  are 
within  the  bounds  fuitable  for  health, 
which  if  they  exceed,  oppofite  effedts 
are  the  confequence.  Sleep  therefore  is  the 
effedt  of  our  daily  adtions  at  fird  exciting 
more,  but  lefs  at  each  fucceeding  impetus, 
Vol.  II.  D d vet 
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yet  in  fuch  a manner  as  always  to  add 
fomething,  until  that  date  takes  place 
where  in  excitement  neceffary  for  vigilia 
no  longer  exifts.  Of  which  our  ex- 
igence is  a proof,fe  this  is  ftrengthened 
by  the  operations  of  all  the  powers 
which  are  conducive  to  bring  on  Deep. 
Thus  heat  not  to  extremes,  or  reduced 
from  thence  by  cold  to  a ftimulant  de- 
gree, as  alfo  food,  drink,  labour,  thought, 
the  exercife  of  the  affe&ions  (fee  page  66, 
Vol.  I.)  all  reconcile  us  to  deep,  provid- 
ed they  confift  within  thole  bounds 
that  bring  on  indirect  debility. 

On  the  contrary  cold,  carried  within  the 
limits  of  found  health,  not  that  extreme 
degree  which  is  immediately  the  forerun- 
ner of  death,  abftinence  or  any  matter, 
thatt  nourishes  little,,  that  diflends  little  by 
its  indireft  ftimulus,  as  fmall  drink,  tea, 
coffee,  or  water  efpecially  after  the  ufe 
of  mellow  liquors,  intermiffion  of  ac- 
cuftomed  work  or  exercife  whether  of 
body  or  mind,  lhame  or  fear  and  anguifh 
after  difgrace,  all  bring  on  vigilia,  when 

they 
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they  do  not  approach  that  flate  of  indirect 
debility  necedary  for  deep.  Alfo  gluttony, 
exquifite  drunkennefs,  labour  of  body  or 
mind,  a great  force  of  the  affections,  and 
heat  relaxing  the  fyftem  are  known  to 
drive  away  deep,  but  by  flimulating  too 
violently. 

s 

Asa  certain  degree  of  debility  whether 
diretf  or  indirjSl  or  partly  mixed,  is  the 
caufe  of  proper  deep,  fo  too  great  a degree 
of  it  as  well  as  lively  excitement  are  its 
greateft  enemies,  when  they  do  not  ap- 
proach to  that  height  that  borders  on 
indirect  debility . A perfon  fatigued  by 
his  accuftomed  exercife  is  compofed  to 
deep,  immediately,  which  dies  from 
one  ufing  too  little  exercife  or  extreme 

labour. Healthy  vigilia  is  brought 

on  by  that  force  of  the  exciting  powers, 
which  is  equally  didant  from  extreme 
dire  61  or  in  dire tl  debility.  The  morbid 
fort  is  generally  occadoned  by  direff, 
feldom  by  indirect  debility , and  often 
by  a mixture  of  both.  But  altho’  a 
certain  degree  of  direct  debility  is  peculi- 
arly efficacious  in  caufing  vigilia,  it  fel- 
D d 2 dom. 
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dom,  neverthelefs  or  fcarce  ever  happens, 
without  fome  of  the  indirect  along  with 
it. — In  ftheriic  diforders  the  Phlogiftic 
Diathefis  accompanied  with  pain,  is  a 
caufe  of  vigiiia.  When  the  vigilia  con- 
tinues as  long  as  the  excitement  remains 
within  indirect  debility.  But  as  the  di- 
mulus  of  pain  is  not  the  fame  as  ex- 
cites the  fydem  powerfully  indeed,  but 
mildly,  yet  fo  acting  on  th£  part  as  to  in- 
duce indirect  debility  j therefore  the  latter 
ufually  foon  puts  an  end  to  vigilia  and 
brings  on  deep. 

In  adhenic  difeafes  vigilia  is  the  refult 
oftentimes  of  diredt  debility , the  reafon 
is,  the  caufe  of  the  diforder  contains 
more  debility  in  it  than  that  which  pro- 
duces deep.  Thence  here  whatever  Si- 
mulates, whatever  increafes  the  excitement 
to  that  point  as  it  were,  that  induces  deep, 
is  adided  by  a dimulant  not  by  a fedative 
power.  In  a fmall  degree  of  debility 
where  the  excitement  falls  diort,  only  a 
little  of  the  point  neceflary  for  deep,  a 
very  fmall  dimulus  is  fudicient,  fiich  as  a 
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little  portion  of  animal  food,  wine,  or  any 
other  liquor  of  the  fame  nature,  a force 
of  which  is  always  to  be  applied  in  pro^ 
portion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  caufe. 

% 

Opium  poffeffes  no  peculiar  quality, 
no  virtue,  which  is  not  common  to  it 
along  with  all  the  other  powers.  In 
a cafe  of  great  debility , as  in  Fevers,  in 
a vehement  fit  of  the  gout,  difturbing  the 
inward  parts,  with  great  pain,  and  other 
afthenic  complaints  of  the  fame  nature, 
as  languor,  when  deep  cannot  be  had 
through  the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  after 
vigiiia  of  many  days  {landing,  opium 
often  brings  on  found  lleep.  In  which 
cafe,  beca.ufe  the  excitability  is  redundant, 
and  therefore  can  bear  but  very  little 
force  of  a ftimulus  (page  7,  8,  9,  Vox. 
II.)  Therefore  we  rhuft  begin  by  a very 
little  one  and  proceed  by  degrees  to  more,  • 
until  we  arrive  at  the  point  widied  for. 

In  aflhenic  difeafes  and  thofe  arrifing 
from  indireft  debility,  when  deep  alfo  is 
fed ; to  bring  this  back  as  well  as  to  re- 
move 
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move  the  difeafe,  and  reftore  health,  other 
Simulants  are  to  be  ufed  as  remedies, 
according  to  the  magnitude  of  the  debility , 
and  diffufibles,  if  it  be  very  great. 

Thefe  are  the  times  and  thefe  the  con- 
ditions of  the  body  where  opium  is  to  be 
ufed  for  inducing  deep.  In  all  the 
other  fituations  whether  of  found  or 
morbid  health  it  afiifts  the  actions  as  well 
of  the  body  as  of  the  mind,  amongft  other 
" effects  it  diffipates  deep  and  induces  a lively 
,irlate.  Thus  if  ^ny  one  falls  afleep 
without  a manifest  caufe,  opium  renders 
him  wonderfully  alert  and  watchful, 
it  diilipates  fidnefs,  produces  confi- 
dence, turns  fear  into  boldnefs,  gives 
' eloquence  to  the  filent,  aud  bravery  to 
cowards.  Nobody  in  defpair,  and  weari- 
,ed  of  life  ever  krtled  or  will  kill  himfelf 
jf  he  takes  an  opiate,  in  proper  quantity.* 
In  a word  through  all  the  mediate  degrees 
as  it  were  of  excitement  > opium  by  far  is 
the  molt  powerful  ftimulant  of  all  the 

Other 
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ether  powers,  and  thus  in  a Phlogiftic  Dia- 
tbeds  it  is  the  moft  pernicious ; becaufe 
being  added  to  the  fy/tem  in  this  date,  it 
not  only  in  difpoles  to  lleep  but  it  is  in 
danger  of  bringing  fuddenly  on  thofe 
diforders  from  a Phlogiftic  date  to  indi- 
rect debility , and  that  unto  death. 

Beddes  the  caufes  of  deep  jud;  men- 
tioned there  are  others,  where  a propen- 
fity  to  it  is  morbid  ; as  in  the  coma, 
which  ufually  happens  in  Fevers , and  in 
deep  to  thofe  that  are  feeble  and  weak. 
Of  which  the  coma  vigilia,  is  accounted 
the  lefs  dangerous.  The  caufe  is  ma« 
nifeft.  For  if  morbid  vigilia  be  a dgn  of  a 
greater  debility  than  that  which  confti- 
tutes  deep,  it  is  neceftary  that  drowd- 
nefs  or  a coma  diould  for  that  reafon  con- 
lift  in  a lefs  degree  of  it.  A proof  that 
the  coma  pofiefles  lefs  debility  than  vigilia, 
is,  that  the  former  is  lefs  ^dangerous  and 
eader  to  be  removed  than  the  latter.  Of 
which  neverthelefs,  when  it  continues  a 
long  time,  or  brings  on  profound  deep, 

v we 
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we  rauft  take  care  lea  ft  it  proves  noxious 
by  debilitating  in  another  manner.  In 
which  cafe  we  mult,  have  recourfe  to  the 
forms  of  wine  and  opium,  that  the  excite- 
• vient  may  be  brought  to  a proper  magni- 
tude. 

In  the  gouty  dyfpepfiay  and  cholic  and 
mod;  of  the  adhenic  diforders  that  didurb 
the  alimentary  canal  particularly,  which 
effect  thofe  that  are  worn  out  with  child- 
bearing and  giving  fuck ; deep  is  often 
morbid  and  much  of  it  of  no  fervice. — 
The  fame  is  the  cafe  with  thofe  that  by 
drunkennefs  and  luxury  fall  into  indiredl 
debility.  That  this  depends  either  on  di- 
rect or  indirect  debility  is  evident,  becaud 
whatever  debilitatesy  increafes  the  diforder, 
and  whatever  invigorates  removes  the 
the  fame.  Did  time  permit  other  argu- 
ments might  be  brought  to  fupport  this 
dodfrine  from  flie  nature  and  treatment  of 
difeafes  both  of  the  dhenic  and  adhenic 
form. 

The 
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‘The  ASTHENIC  DISORDERS. 


HE  form  of  diforders,  which  may  be 


properly  called  afthenic,  to  diftinguilh 
it  from  the  other  one  called  fthenic,  is  a 
Rate  of  the  living  fyftem,  in  which  all 
the  functions  are  more  or  lefs  impaired 
often  diftur^ed,  and  always  almoft  fome 
one  is  more  manifeftly  affedled.  In  ex- 
plaining which  that  order  will  bed:  ferve 
by  which  we  may  gradually  pafs  from  the 
lead  to  the  greateft,  through  all  the  in- 
termediate degrees,  as  it  were,  of  debility . 

There  are  a great  variety  of  fymptoms 
which,  being  of  no  import  here  are  not 
made  ufe  of,  to  diftinguifh  the  feries  of 
diforders.  Confequently,  that  what  we 
have  to  fay  may  appear  the  more  certain, 
if  not  very  exa£t,  we  will  begin  by  enu- 
merating the  principal  ones. 

The  afthenic  diforders  are,  leannefs, 
inquietude,  madnefs  fcabby  eruption,  the 
afthenic  fcarlatina,  the  mild  diabetes. 


Vol.  II. 
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rickets,  hasmorrhaea,  fuch  as  the  menor- 
rhea,  epidaxis,  the  piles,  alfo  an  apparent 
contrary  date  to  thefe  ; viz.  a ceffation, 
retention  and  fuppreflion  of  mendruation, 
alfo  third:,  vomiting,  indigedion,  diar- 
rhea, colicanodyne  ; puerile  affections  alfo, 
as  the  worms,  tabes,  mild  dylentery, 
cholera,  the  angina,  fcurvy,  mild  hydera, 
rheumatalgia,  the  adhenic  cough,  cydir- 
rhea,  the  gout  of  the  drong,  the  a'dbma, 
fpafm,  anafarca,  dyfpepfodynia,  feverc  hyf- 
teria,  the  gout  of  the  weak,  hypochondri- 
afis,  dropfy,  pertudis,  epilepfy,  palfy, 
trifmus,  apoplexy,  tetanus.  Fevers  as  the 
quartan,  tertian,  and  quotidian,  the  fevere 
dyfentery  and  cholera,the  fynochus,  fimple 
typhus,  cynanche  gangrenofa,  the  confluent 
pox,  the  pedilential  typhus,  the  plague, 
and  death  the  greated  of  all — This  feries 
of  adhenic  diforders  is  fo  to  be  underdood 
that  thofe  which  for  the  mod  part  are 
mild,  and  thofe  generally  fevere  difpute 
fometimes  which  are  more  violent  e g. 
The  gout  of  the  weak,  the  pedilential 
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typhus,  or  the  plague  itlelf,  fometimes 
proceed  with  the  greateSl  mildnels. 

The  local  affections ' often  attending 
thefe  diforders,  fuch  as  ulcers,  tumours, 
increafed  excretions,  great  dilcharges  of 
blood  and  inflammations,  are  marks  of  a 
certain  debility , which  notwithstanding 
might  happen  without  fuch. 

Hence  becaufe  in  this  feries  the  force 
of  debility  is  what  is  principally  attended 
to,  with  diforders  which  are  accompanied 
with  thofe  affections  are  often  joined 
others  not  attended  with  any  fuch,  as  the 
hyfteric  and  fpafmodic  ones  j and  to  thofe 
difeafes  are  often  joined  the  dropfy; 
Without  attending  to  the  fymptoms,  there- 
fore we  mult  chiefly  have  in  view  the 
magnitude  of  debility , nor  is  the  removing 
the  difeafed  State  of  an^  particular  part 
what  we  are  chiefly  to  attend  to,  but  that 
of  the  whole  fyftem. 
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0/  LOCAL  DISEASES, 
OCAL  difeafes,  by  the  order  of  nature 


are  divided  into  five  parts,  of  which 
the  firft  belongs  to  organic  difeafe,  where 
there  is  no  general  affedtion  of  the  fyftem, 
none  except  in  the  part  firft  affedted. 
Which  injury  happens  feldom  but  to  the 
parts  as  they  are  called  Iefs  fenfible,  or 
more  free  from  excitability. 

The  fecond  part  of  organic  or  local 
* difeafes  takes  place  either  in  internal  or 
external  parts,  which  poftefs  a great  de- 
gree of  fenfibility,  in  which  cafe  the  af- 
fedtion  of  the  local  injury  is  communica- 
ted to  the  whole  fyftem,  here  many  fymp- 
toms  occur  fimilar  to  thefe,  which  are 
peculiar'to  general  difeafes. 

The  third  confifts  in  thofe  aileafes 
depending  on  increafed  or  diminished 
excitement  which  arrive  at  that  magnitude, 
that  the  parts  being  no  longer  ■ exciteable , 
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can  be  a£ted  upon  by  no  remedies,  fo  as 
to  remove  fuch  a ftate. 

\ / 

The  fourth  part  belongs  to  thofe  dif- 
cafes  wherein  contagion  externally  appli- 
ed to  the  body  is  difFufed  thro’  the  whole. 

The  fifth  part  of  local  difeafes  arifes 
from  poifon  applied  and  difFufed  thro’  all 
the  veffels.  The  confequence  of  which 
is  a morbid  ftate  of  parts  more  diftant,  by 
which  the  fyftem  becomes  fo  remarkably 
afFedted. 

As  to  what  belongs  to  the  firfl  of  local 
difeafes  of  the  organs,  the  injuries  which 
caufe  them  are  fuch  powers,  as  ad  by 
dividing  the  organ  by  deftroying  its  con- 
tinuity by  gnawing  or  .eroding,  by  poi- 
foning  or  otherwife  injuring  the  part,  or 
by  contufion,  comprefiion,  or  diftention  of 
the  nerves  fo  as  to  deftrcy  continuity. 

The  noxious  powers  are  whatever  cuts, 
whatever  pricks,  or  whatever  by  the  force 
of 'inftruments  of  war  is  driven  deep  into 

the 


224.  VARIOUS  SYSTEMS 

♦ 

the  body,  acrid  fubftances  and  poifon 
deflroy  the  continuity  in  a different  man- 
ner. 

When  the  injury  received  is  inconfi- 

\ 

derable  nothing  more  is  neceffary  than 
the  feclufion  of  air  and  cold,  and  the 
‘avoiding  any  irritating  matter. 

When  the  furface  therefore  is  injured 
in  its  texture,  either  by  cutting  or  by 
the  poifonous  Rings  of  animalcules,  or 
by  any  kind  of  acrimony,  or  by  fire  ap- 
plied to  any  part  of  the  body;  drefiings 
that  are  light,  mild,  and  oily  are  fuffici- 
ent.  The  divifion  of  the  Pnlegmafia  into 
phlegmon  and  erythema  is  neugatory,  and 
mifleading  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  as  well  in  the  cauie,  as  method  of 
cure.  Foraltho’  the  caufe,  as  they  fay, 
being  removed,  they  differ  in  place,  and 
in  like  manner  in  appearance  ; Inafmuch 
as  the  feclufion  of  air  and  other  fiimuli 
is  effe'dtual  for  the  cure,  it  follows  that 
the  nature  of  all  muff  be  the  fame. 


In 
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In  contufion,  compreffion,  and  diftor-  . 
tion  of  the  nerves,  the  remedies  are  moft- 
ly  the  fame,  there  is  need  of  reft  here, 
and  tepid  fomentations.  In  all  this  part 
of  the  affections,  a certain  force  of  nature 
aCts  for  the  cure  here  as  in  univerfal  dif- 
eafes  (fee  page  66  Vol.  I.)  this  is  the  Vis 
me  dicat  rix  nature e>  fo  much  famed  by 
phyficians,  but  in  this  cafe  there  is  no- 
thing happens  contrary  to  what  does  in 
the  cure  of  general  difeafes,  for  if  proper 
remedies  are  applied,  a cure  takes  place 
in  both.  v If  a proper  method  of  cure  is 
negleCted,  the  folution  of  continuity 
degenerates  into  a worfe  afFeCtion  and 
often  afterwards  into  a gangrene  or  death 
of  a part.  Therefore  nothing  elfe  hap- 
pens here  than  what  does  in  general  dif- 
eafes. Excitability  or  the  property  of 
life,  whereby  the  aCtions  are  affcCted, 
whenever  life  is  deftroyed  in  the  part,  and 
in  the  whole  body,  when  the  external 
powers  aCting  on  the  excitability , being 
roufed  by  thefe  powers,  as  well  in  the 

parts 
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parts  affedted,  as  in  the  whole  fyftem, 
directs  the  hate  of  the  fimple  folids. 

As  to  what  belongs  to  the  folution  of 
continuity,  all  the  folids  whether  living 
or  dead  have  a common  property  of 
cohefion,  and  coalecing  one  wieh  another. 
With  refpedt  to  the  fecond  part  of  local 
difeafes,  thefe  have  been  by  a miftake  held 
for  univerfal  ones  on  account  of  the  con- 
fufion  of  the  whole  fyftem  arifing  from 
the  affedtion  of  the  part.  The  particular 
fymptoms  are  heat  and  thirft,  both  of 
which  are  increafed  on  taking  efcalent 
things,  and  by  all  kinds  of  drink,  and 
whatever,  is  taken  into  the  ftomach,  at- 
tended by  anxiety,  hickups  a defire  of 
vomiting  or  a fudden  throwing  up  of 
whatever  is  taken  in,  the  pulfes  in  a Ihort 
time  becoming  weak,  foon  quick,  and 
rather  hardifti.  The  exciting  powers  are 
violent  ftimulants,  or  fuch  as  deftroy  the 
continuity  that  adt  by  cutting,  or  by 
pricking,  or  acrid  fubftances  that  by  e- 
rolion,  fuch  as  the  bones  of  fifties,  pow- 
dered glafs,  cayenne  pepper  and  the  like. 

Tit 
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The  ENTERITIS. 

\ ’ . ' 

T I i ’’HE  Enteritis  is  a local  affedtion  in 
X which  the  abdomen  is  acutely  pain- 
ed and  dittended,  and  in  which  the  whole 
umbilical  region  is  as  if  it  were  twitted; 
attended  wdth  vomiting,  bound  belly, 
and  a pulfe  fimilar  to  that  in  the  gattritis. 

The  acute  pain  of,  the  abdomen  de- 
pends on  inflammation,  the  dettention  of 
the  fame  and  the  compreflion  of  the  bow- 
els are  the  confequence  of  retained  fasces. 
The  fame  is  the  caufe  of  vomiting,  by 
the  pcrijlaltic  motion,  being  prevented  . 
from  proceeding  downwards,  the  ufual 
way.  Inflammation  caufes  the  pain  a» 
round  the  umbilicus,  becaufe  the  greatett 
part  of  the  inteftines  which  are  affedted 
with  the  difeafe  are  comprehended  in  that 
region. 

The  diagnoftics  are  the  fame  as  in  the 
gattritis;  except  that  in  this  .fometimes 
on  account  of  the  torpor  of  th z periftaltic 
Vol,  II.  F f motion. 
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motion,  the  feeds  of  fruits,  hairs  or  other 
foreign  matters,  adhere  to  the  fides  of 
the  in teftines  which  throiigh  irritation 
bring  on  inflammation  ; this  circumftance 
if  well  attended  to  does  not  contradict 
what  is  laid  down  refpeCting  the  diagno- 
fis. — The  cure  is  altogether  the  fame  as  in 
the  gaftritis. 

All  the  other  plegmafne  marked  by 
this  title,  fuch  as  the  fplenitis,  hepatitis, 
the  real  nephritis,  the  cyftitis  without  a 
ftone,  the  hyfteritis  not  arifing  from  a 
fcirrhus  tumour,  and  the  peritonitis,  do 
not  belong  to  this  part  at  all,  as  being 
difeafes  that  if  ever  they  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  inflammation,  do  not  arife  from 
the  above  flimuhnts  or  acrid  fubftances, 
neither  of  which  can  pafs  to  the  inclofed 
vifcer^y  for  they  are  either  not  carried 
along  by  the  veflels  or  can  they  be  fo  car- 
ried, but  they  proceed  from  the  reliCts  of 
other  difeafes  of  which  I fhall  fpeak 
hereafter,  with  the  following  exception. 


The 
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The  exception  arifes  from  injuries  re- 
ceived, by  whatever  fudden  means  whether 
they  are  the  coniequence  of  wounds  from 

fharp  inftruments  or  contufion. 

• 

Should  the  liver  be  wounded,  the  He- 
patitis will  be  evident  from  a pain  of  the 
right  hypochondrium,  frequently  attended 
with  vomiting. 

The  Splenitis  is  known  by  the  affedion 
being  in  the  left  hypochondrium. 

A real  Neephritis  as  they  call  it,  is 
known  by  a pain  in  the  kidneys,  attended 
with  vomiting  and  ftupor  of  the  leg. 

A Cyftitis  by  a fwelling  and  pain  in 
the  region  of  the  bladder. 

A flux  of  blood  attended  with  inflam- 
mation, fuch  as  happens  in  the  hyfteritis, 
from  violent  labour,  in  abortion,  or  in 
the  wound  of  any  interior  part,  is  eafily 
difcerned  by  the  pain  of  the  part  afFeded, 
and  by  the  accident  preceding. 


F f 2 
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HYSTERITIS. 

r~jpHE  Hyfteritis  is  attended  with  a 
burning  pain,  and  tendon  of  the 
hypogaftrium  together  with  vomiting; 

The  noxious  powers  exciting  the  hyf- 
teritis  all  amount  to  violence  offered  the 
uterus,  thus  at  the  time  of  birth  improper 
means  being  ufed,  the  delivery  forced  by 
ignorance,  or  by  a premature  extraction, 
very  often  the  continuity  of  the  uterus 
is  deftroyed. 

And  as  often  a great  deal  of  blood  is  thus 
loft,  and  a weaknefs  of  the  whole  body 

follows  the  local  affeCtion,  therefore,  not 

\ 

as  is  ufually  done,  is  blood  to  be  taken 
artificially,  and  purging  ufed,  but  all  kinds 
of  it  muft  be  avoided,  and  proper  food 
given  the  woman,  but  firft  the  part  af- 
feCted  muft  be  attended  to,  the  body 
muft  be  placed  in  a horizontal  pofition, 
and  reft  obtained,  rich  broths  and 
wine  muft  be  given,  folid  animal 

food  is  to  be  eaten  by  bits,  but  often, 

and 
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and  the  vulva  is  to  be  wafhed  with  cold 
water.  And  if  by  chance,  the  debility 
becomes  greater,  recourfe  mud  be  had  to 
wine  in  larger  quantity,  and  drink  Wrong- 
er than  this,  with  opiates  are  to  be  ufed. 
The  ufe  of  which  is  not  to  be  negledted, 
not  even  during  the  commencement  of 
the  difeafe. 


ABORTION. 

IN  Abortion,  the  back,  the  loins,  and 
the  belly,  like  women  in  labour,  are 
pained,  the  menftrua  are  univerfally  dif- 
charged,  and  blood  inordinately  flows 
from  the  vagina. 

1 • 

The  exciting  powers  are  immoderate 
exercife,  falls,  falfe  fteps,  great  exertion  in 
running,  going  up  heights  or  down  : Ne- 
verthelefs  the  difeafe  feldom  happens  ex- 
cept to  people  indifpofed  before  hand,  it  is 
often  the  confequence  of  fome  vveaknefs 

left 
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left  after  a former  abortion  which  moftly 
increafes  in  .proportion  to  their  number. 

The  mode  of  prevention  is  to  guard  a- 
gainft  all  the  exciting  noxious  powers,  if 
walking  be  too  fatiguing,  it  is  proper  to 
ride  on  horfe  back  or  in  a carriage,  from 
the  third  month  of  pregnancy  till  the 
feventh  i9  over,  to  ftrengtnen  the  body 
and  to  inculcate  the  greateft  tranquillity 
of  mind. 

The  intention  of  cure  is  to  preferve  a 
horizontal  pofition  with  the  hips  raifed 
higher  than  the  head,  to  ftudy  reft,  both  of 
body  and  mind,  to  repair  the  lofs  of  blood, 
with  broths  and  wine,  and  to  ftrengthen 
the  veflels  particularly  with  opiates,  that 
their  pores  may  be  the  more  contracted, 
and  thus  to  remove  atony  and  laxity, 
which  are  the  chief  caufes  of  the  pro- 
ftuvia. 

• <*  ® 
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DIFFICULT  LABOUR. 

IN  Difficult  Labour,  which  for  the  mod 
part  arifes  from  weaknefs,  and  always  , 
if  it  continues  long,  increafes  the  debility , 
the  woman  is  to  be  kept  up  with  wine 
and  opium,  in  proportion  to  the  weaknefs. 

When  any  part  of  the  womb  is  injured 
by  the  above  mentioned  noxious  powers, 
and  the  foetus  is  brought  forth  along  with 
the  placenta,  the  woman  mud  be  placed  in 
bed  as  in  an  abortion,  die  mud  be  ftrength- 
ened  'with  broths,  fleffi  of  tender  fowl, 
wine  and  the  higher  dimuli,  the  contraries 
mud  be  avoided,  and  the  healing  of  the 
wound  may  in  time  be  expedted. 


CONCERNING  Deeper  WOUNDS. 

WHERE  an  extraneous  body  as  a 
bullet,  if  that  be  the  caufe  is  taken 
our,  or  even  if  it  remains  within^a  place 

not 


% 
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not  mortal,  firfl:  the  whole  body  is  highly 
irritated,  is  warm',  pained  and  tofled 
about,  the  polfts  are  ftrong,  full,  and  more 
frequent  than  in  healthy  which  arife  from 
this  caufe,  that  the  local  ftimulus  either 
of  the  bullet,  or  of  the  inflammation  fuc- 
ceeding  the  wound,  continually  irritating 
the  feat  of  fenflbility  affedts  the  whole 
fyflem. 

In  this  cafe,  becaufe  a Phlogiftic  Dia- 
thefls  on  account  of  the  irritation  of  the 
wound  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  arife  all 
oVer  the  body,  confequently  the  antiphlo- 
giftic  method  of  cure  is  always  ufed  thro’ 
the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  ufe  of 
opium,  which  is  conjoined  with  the  An- 
tiphlogiflic  remedies  is  taken  only  to  allay 
and  obtund  the  pain,  and  confequently 
thro’  fear  of  Fevers,  a great  deal  of  blood 
is  difcharged  by  art,  the  belly  purged, 
aliment  denied,  abflinence  inculcated, 
whence  death  oftener  proceeds  than  health. 

All  this  reafoning  is  falfe,  as  is  demon- 
ftrated  by  the  principles  of  this  dodtrine, 

and 
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and  by  the  bad  fuccefs  attending  this  me- 
thod of  cure.  In  a perfon  who  has  loft 
much  blood,  a redundancy  of  it  canaot 
be  the  caufe  of  a fthenic  Diathefis,  Nei- 
ther can  any  more  probable  account  be 
given  why  the  ferous  fluids  fhould  be 
taken  away,  or  that  new  ones  fhould  not 
be  produced  by  nouriftiing  diet.  A 
quicknefs  of  the  pulfe,  is  a foolifh  argu- 
ment, to  prove  an  abundance  of  blood  and 
too  great  vigour,  or  if  any  irritation,  that 
it  might  require  an  Antifthenic  cure; 
for  unlefs  at  the  fame  time  that  the  pulfe 
is  hard,  it  is  full  and  ftrong,  the 
quicknefs  depends  'on  debility  and  a fcarcity 
of  blood,  as  we  have  often  before  demon- 
ftrated.  Since, in  fine,  the  fthenic  Diathefis 
depends  on  the  common  fthenic  noxidus 
powers  ; fince  the  violence  of  the  pain, 
from  a local  affedlion,  and  particularly 
from  an  inflammation,  does  not  tend  to 
increafe  this  Diathefis,  but  debilitate, 
(fee  page  222  Vol,  II.)  This  is  another 
reafon,  why  the  habit  fhould  be  thought 
to  remain  either  the  fame  as  it  was  before 
Vol.  II.  G g the 
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the  wound,  or  to  degenerate  into  an  aflbe- 
nic  one.  Laflly,  the  true  explication  of 

the  difference  between  an  irritation  and  a 

* 

fthente  Diathefis,  is  a confirmation  of  the 

fame  thing.  Since  the  flhenic  Diathefis 
0 0 

is  that  flate  of  the  body,  which  is  caufed 
by  all  the  flimulants  in  common,  and  the 
fullnefs  of  the  veffels,  which,  have  the 
fame  effedl,  and  which  is  cured  by  debili - 
tants  in  general,  and  attenuating  remedies, 
On  the  contrary,  irritation  is  that,  in 
which,  for  want  of  proper  flimulants  the 
whole  fyflem  is  weakened  ; often  a local 
flimulus,  fuch  as  a aiflention  exciting 
fpafm,  or  a mere  acid  caufing  convulfion 
or  the  pain  of  a wound,  bringing  on  this 
, general  commotion,  caufes  enormous  mo- 
tion in  a weak  fyflem  j but,  whether  the 
debility  be  void  of  a ffimulus,  or  excited 
by  it,  there  is  never  need  of  debilitants  and 
attenuating  remedies,  but  often  of  mode- 
rate flimulants ; and  the  only  thing  to  be 
taken  care  of,  is,  left  the  method  of  treat- 
ment fhould  caufe  a fthenic  Diathefis,  and 
thus  an  Idiopathic  aiforder  would  be 

ioined 
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joined  to  a local  one,  which  would  cer- 
tainly be  exafperated  by  it.  As  therefore 
under  the  apprehenfjon  of  approaching 
Fever , and  to  allay  the  disturbance  arifing 
from  thence,  the  Antifthenic-  cure  is  not 
to  be  applied,  which  on  the  contrary 
ferves  to  increafe  the  Fever  and  Stir  up 
that  disturbance  j So  neither  is  the  Sti- 
mulant method  to  be  tried,  unlefs  the 
wound  be  already  clofed,  or  thediforder  is 
great,  and  a deal  of  debility  is  already  come 
on  from  the  continuance  of  the  pai r>,  left 
the  blood  be  hurried  more  rapidly  than 
the  cafe  will  bear,  and  with  a moreincreaf- 
cd  motion  thro’  the  veffels.  For  neither 
Diathefis  is  understood  to  be  prefent,  and 
only  a commotion  of  the  fyStem  depend- 
ing on  a local  aSfedtion,  consequently 
there  is  no  need  of  either  remedies. 
During  the  firft  days  of  this  diforder, 
becaufe  the  patient  undergoes  no  longer 
any  geStation  or  exercife,  or  the  other 
operations  of  the  body  or  mind,  as  he 
ufually  does,  consequently  lefs  food  and' 
Support  is  required,  therefore  Something 
G g 2 muSt 
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muft  be  fo  fubtra&ed  from  the  ordinary 
ftimuli,  as  whatever  is  applied,  may  cor- 
refpond  to  the  prefent  condition  of  the 
patient,  and  with  the  ftate  of  the  wound 
juft  now  mentioned  (page  230  Vol.  II.) 
Therefore  leaft  the  impetus  in  the  veflels 
fliould  be  too  great,  the  patient  muft  be 
kept  quiet,  put  in  an  eafy  pofition  and 
cautioufly  moved,  and  make  urine  without 
being. raifed.  For  food,  broths  are  rather 
to  be  taken  than  folid  flefh  meat,  the 
wound  muft  be  often  examined  and 
light,  and  bland  dreflings  made  ufe  of. 
And  if,  during  the  time  of  the  dreffing, 
the  fpirits  fhould  fink,  cordials  are  to  be 
adminiftered.  After  fome  days,  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient,  fliould  the  habit  run  on  to  debility , 
through  the  magnitude  or  continuance  of 
the  pain,  befides  the  broths  allowed  of 
before,  flefh  meat;  as  rich  and  tender  as 
poflible  muft  be  given,  and  wine  often,  but 
fparingly,  recourfe  muft  alfo  be  had  to 
opium,  which  is  ufually  given  at  the  be- 
ginning, and  to  other  more  diftufible 

ftimulj 
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ftimuli  if  there  he  any  fucb,  and  the  dif- 
eafe  is  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Typhus.  When  any  tender  parts  are  in- 
jured by  any  rude  matter,  fuch  as  a thorn 
driven  under  the  nail  (page  222  Vol.  II.) 
and  an  inflammation  is  feemingly  diffufed 
through  the  fyftem  from  the  part  injured 
then  on  account  of  the  part  affe&ed,  the 
whole  body  is  drawn  into  confent,  the 
injured  part  is  to  be  bathed  with  warm 
water,  and  covered  with  lint  and  foft  and 
gentle  ointment  j and  while  the  difeafe 
feems  to  fpread,  the  perfon  mult  alfo  be 
kept  quiet,  and  nothing  further  will  ge- 
nerally be  found  necelfary. 

Suppuration,  Puftula,  Anthrax,  Bubo, 
Gangrene,  and  Sphacelus,  are  all  the 
refult  of  general  difeafes,  degenerating  in- 
to local  ones  ; the  method  of  treating  each 
of  which,  is  evident  from  the  dodtrine 
already  delivered. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOL. 
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Typographica  grAviora. 

P.  15.  A g.  for  on  read  an.  P.  1 1.  for  fold  read  [olid. 
P.  J 8.  /.  11.  for  affedl  read  effei fl.  P.  51  A 6.  for  evey 
read  every.  P.  77.  /.  18.  for  indireft  read  diredi.  P.  82. 
/•  8.  after  higher  read  or  lower.  1.  1 5.  dele  or  a clammy 
fweci.  1.  ig.  after  latter  read  it  takes  place  P.  94.  A 4. 
de'e  the.  P.  103.  A 8.  for  eleminated  read  eliminated.  P. 
136.  lad  A for  indication  read  operation.  P.  138  l.  3. 
after  difeafe  read  can  be  thus  accounted  for.  P.  143.  A 
14.  for  thefe  read  this.  P.  1^5.  1.  10.  for  is  read  are. 
r*  163  l.  18.  dele  in.  P.  172.  /.  1 1 . after  yourfelf  read 
it.  P . 1 79.  A 3.  after  which  read  it.  Join  the  lower 
break  in  reading.  P.  1 8 1 . laft  A after  condemn  read  is. 
P.  1 go.  A 3.  &c,  cele  in  fine. 
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P.  30.A  14,  for  the  read  proper.  P.  35.  A 5.  for  of 
read  to.  P.  57.  A 2.  for  with  read  of.  P.  69.  A 10.  for 
excites  read  exerts  P 70.  A 4.  after  wbatfoever  read 
cafe.  A 5.  for  offended  read  injured.  A 8.  for  feme  read 
fame.  ^74.  A 13.  dele  tho\  P.  85.  A 17.  See  for  mifiajle 
read  mifiake.  P.  86.  A 6.  after  wanting  read  here,  P. • 
87.  A ii.  for  a read  an.  P.  gr.  A 20.  after  either  read 
of.  P . 92.  A 4.  for  emerging  read  arifing.  P.  93.  A g. 
for  corrobates  read  corroborates.  P.  94.  A 23.  after  thus 
read /«.  P.  93.  dele  wAiV*.  P.  gjf  A 18.  dele 
A 20.  dele  which.  P.  99.  for  phrenetico  read  phrenitica . 
P . 102.  A 4.  dele  or.  A 5.  add  r to  p.  ,0g_  ^ 

15.  for  as  read  is.  A 16.  after  be  add  f0.  P.  114.  A3, 
dele  ing  add  r.  A 13.  for  poffeffes  read  poffefs.  P. 

A 3.  for  hurtful  read  hereafter.  P.  r 18.  A 17.  for  that 
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r P.  119.  A 6,  for  turned  read  tumid . 13,  for 

fxpreffed  read  cxpofed.  i.  16  in  admits  dele  s.  -r>,  /. 
10.  for  fometime  read  fometimcs.  1.  18.  for  generaiij  read 
general.  P.  i22»  A 2.  after  doubt  read  Of.  1.  4.  after  felf 
dele  . for  from  read  Form.  A 13.  for  off  eft  read  effeft. 
P.  1 2 ! A 1 4.  after  powers , read  are.  P.  132.  A 5-  after 
conjlitute  reSd  it.  I 15.  after  afterwards  dele  . for  What 
read  ivhicb  P.  153.  A 5.  after  number  dele  except , &c. 
A 16.  for  particularly  read  efpecially.  P.  135.  I-  3.  add 
h before  as.  P.  137.  A 10.  for  thefe  read  there.  P.  138. 
A 5.  after  that , read  that.  P.  142.  A 14.  for  evils  read 
difeafes.  A 16.  to  part  ad.;  s.  A 18.  after  as  for  i<  read 
truth.  A 19.  after  invariable  dele  . .add,  Ss ’c.  P.  146-  A 
2.  for  fum  read  fame . P.  147.  dele  laft  . add  it  is 
evident.  P.  154.  A 5.  dele  of.  P.  166.  A £ . after  the 
add  other.  F.  171.  A 20,  for  We  mujl.  read  Muft  zu<? 
P.  185.  /.  3.  for  latter  read  former.  P.  18S.  / 7.  for 
hardy  read  tardy.  P.  189.  A 10.  for  dimini fhed  read 
weakened.  P.  196  A 2 ' . ror  excited  read  excites.  P. 
197.  tranfpofe  from  1 6th  to  21ft.  A*  P.  203.  after  ju/l 
add  as.  A 21.  See.  dele  particularly  in  his  head  after 
difeafe  read  particularly.  P.  204.  A 17.  for  difrafe  read 
fame.  A 20.  dele  are.  P.  205.  A 23.  after  therefore 
add  ought  P.  209.  A 8.  for  Jlaitling  read  twitching . 
P.  2i2.  after  proof  dele  , add  . Sec. 


* Or  underfund,  that  extricated  air,  fordcs  or  h 
faces,  are  the  offending  matters . 
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